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“The Pine” Takes The Gold!
We can't believe it! We are the 2016 Rocky Mountain District Champions!
We had so much fun and had such an amazing experience. We thank all
our supporters and friends and family. We also want to thank all of our
coaches, especially Mark Hale, Sean Mondragon, and Darin Drown.
We're ecstatic to represent our home chorus Sound of the Rockies, and George's
home chorus America the Beautiful, and Johnny's Long’s Peak Chorus.

Thanks again everyone. We love all of you.
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The Prospects

Just The Ticket

RMD Novice Quartet Champs

Seniors Quartet Champs

COMMUNICATIONS

RMD Barbershopper of the Year
By Tony Pranaitis
We will be permanently moving the presentation of
RMD BOTY from the Spring to the Fall Convention (since
more of us gather in the Fall). Therefore, 2017 will be the
"transition year" where we present the 2016 BOTY in the
spring and the 2017 BOTY in the fall (then continuing each
fall henceforth).
Nominations will open at the end of February in 2017
for the 2016 BOTY. Then we will open nominations again
at the end of July in 2017 for the 2017 BOTY.

Webmaster

Editor

George Davidson

Steven Jackson

webmaster@rmdsing.org

sjjbullead@comcast.net
215 Cheyenne Street Lot 18
Golden, CO 80403

RMD

Vocal Expressions is published
for the members of the RMD

All four quarterly issues will be posted online

RMDsing.org
Send all articles, photos, business cards, news,
etc. in jpgs, text only, pdf, or Word documents.

VE DEADLINES
Winter: Dec 28 Spring: March 25
Summer: one week past Int’l
Fall: one week past conv.
Editor: Steven Jackson sjjbullead@comcast.net

Nominations can be made by: chapter Presidents,
RMD BOD and Ops Team, and previous RMD BOTY
recipients - using the official RMD BOTY nomination
form. "Joe Barbershopper" is encouraged to make
recommendations to any of the above for RMD BOTY
nominations that ought to be considered.
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Youth In Harmony Update

Tony Pranaitis
Beginning in 2017, Tony Sparks will
bring his wealth of youth outreach
experience to the RMD office of Youth In
Harmony VP! This enables me to relieve
Pasco Scarpella of the Secretary duties
while he moves into the EVP role.
Youth In Harmony continues to be an ever-evolving program
in the BHS, with two very significant recent changes. The Youth
Chorus Festival is now admitting men's, mixed, and women's
choruses. The total number of choruses invited to Midwinter is
still limited to 20, with twelve being male choruses and eight
being either mixed or female.
The Youth Barbershop Quartet Contest
(formerly "Collegiate") will now have ALL
adjudication by VIDEO. The deadline for
submitting videos is March 31st. Since the
RMD Spring Convention is in April, we will
NOT have a Youth Quartet Contest at the
RM-HC/Spring Convention (for obvious
reasons). The video must be filmed in front
of a live audience of eight or more people, so
youth quartets (defined as under age 26 at
the date of the International contest) can
Tony Sparks
come to your chapter meeting and sing their
set of two contestable songs, and as long as there are eight in
the audience, it will be suitable for entry.
Be on the lookout for high school and college age quartets in
your area, provide them with all the support and encouragement
that you can, and let Tony Sparks know of their existence
<tsparks@prodigy.net> so that he can provide them with
resources and instructions for video entry. Even if they are not
ready or willing to compete at International, this is an opportunity
to obtain feedback from the judging community to help them
improve. Reminder: sing two contestable songs performed before
a live audience of eight or more.
In the Denver area, the annual High School Quartet Contest
will be Monday February 20, 2017 (this is President's Day, a
school holiday) at Arvada High School where professional
videography is provided. In addition to a live audience, the
quartets will get courtesy scoring from certified BHS judges
present. Those scores will NOT apply for International
qualification (only the scoring of the video will apply) but they give
added feedback for improvement. Any quartet of any age can
sing at the contest for video production and courtesy scoring,
regardless of their eligibility to enter the contest (which is only up
to and including current high school seniors, and only those who
enter are eligible for Summer Harmony Camp scholarships).
Youth quartets can sing on your chapter show, their own
school concerts; the possibilities are endless. Encourage youth
quartets to give it a shot! Thanks!

Posted by Cynthia Hansen Ellis
Facebook, Oct. 16th
Recognize the tenor? Yup, it’s the transplanted David
Ellis, formerly of the Sound of the Rockies, now living in
Michigan with wife Cynthia.
Check out the new Quartet champs of the Pioneer District

The Hemidemisemiquaver 4
With David Ellis Doug Morgan, David Bjork, Don Slamka

Now that’s a mouthful of a handle!
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UNL students form barbershop group for college, high school students
“Barbershop is really
difficult,” Johnson said. “I
think it’s extr em ely
underrated for how difficult
it is. So when high school
students are getting this
experience before they’re
going off to college, it’s
just gonna strengthen their musicianship even more.”
Barbershop music is a challenging and exacting style that
incorporates the use of four-part harmonies with each member
singing different notes at almost any given time. But Freeman
said these challenges are what makes barbershop
fulfilling. Within the last two months, Johnson and Freeman came
to the conclusion that to continue to push for inclusivity in the
group, it would only make sense to allow men to join instead of
remaining an all-female group.
Jadyn Johnson (left) and Emily Freeman (right) practice music for their
musical group Star City Sound in Westbrook Music Hall Tues. Oct. 11th
Maggies Holmes

Jadyn Johnson was born into a family in which barbershop
music was the norm. Her grandfather sang barbershop and
passed his affection for it along to Johnson’s mother and uncle.
As she grew up, Johnson watched her family members do what
they loved.
She observed as her uncle and high school music teacher,
Darin Drown, along with his quartet called Storm Front, won the
Barbershop Harmony Society’s gold medal in 2010 in the
International Quartet category. Through Drown’s experiences,
Johnson saw how barbershop music could bring people
together.
As a high school student, she found a passion of her own in
barbershop, and she has brought that passion to the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln. Now, she and fellow junior music education
major Emily Freeman have partnered to share their love of the
musical style, involving four-part harmony (no accompaniment),
with the rest of Lincoln.
Knowing that Johnson had an interest in barbershop music,
Emily Freeman approached her in February of this year with the
idea of launching an inclusive all-female barbershop group at
UNL. Johnson agreed and from there, the two formed Star City
Sound.
Inclusivity is central to the objective of Star City Sound, so
Johnson and Freeman have distinguished themselves from other
on-campus choral groups by establishing the group as a nonaudition-based organization with no experience needed.
“There’s a lot of groups around campus that are exclusive
and audition-based,” Johnson said. “And I think that kind of
strays away from the importance of music, and getting together
and just creating.”
Star City Sound started inviting high school music students
from around Lincoln to promote inclusivity. Johnson said allowing
high schoolers into the group is important because it presents an
opportunity for them to branch out with different music styles
before heading off to college.

“It kind of went against our ideals saying that it was all
women,” Freeman said. Not only does allowing men to join Star
City Sound add another means to be more inclusive, but it also
adds more opportunities to perfect their barbershop music.
“Now that we have decided to make it mixed chorus, it should
be easier to kind of take an idea and actually be able take it from
start to finish,” Freeman said. But Johnson and Freeman have
not been on their own in building Star City Sound.
Pius X High School in Lincoln chorus teacher Todd Krier has
been instrumental for the progression of the group. He has
promoted Star City Sound to his students and has provided
guidance for the development of the organization. He even
accompanied Johnson and Freeman to Nashville for the yearly
Harmony University program where they learned how to
collaborate in teaching the basics of barbershop to the
organization’s members.
Krier said he knows that forming an organization like Star
City Sound, which mixes high school and college students, will
be difficult. However, he said he thinks Johnson and Freeman
have the persistence to make the group successful in the long
run.
“They’re just kind of in love with it,” Krier said. “They just kind
of keep chipping away. They have great energy and
determination.” Johnson and Freeman said they hope that in the
future they will be able to grow the number of members who
regularly attend rehearsals.
After reaching that goal, they plan to compete at the
Barbershop Harmony Society’s Midwinter youth chorus
competition. At the Midwinter convention, they will test their
barbershop abilities against other groups from around the
country. In the meantime, they plan on performing at nursing
homes and making their group as community based as they can.
“We want to interact with the community and with the
students, and we want to spread the love of music and of
singing,” Freeman said. “People say about barbershop that ‘you
come for the music and you stay for the people.’ And that’s
something that we really like to focus on.”

arts@dailynebraskan.com

Written by Sam Crisler
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Neil R Ridenour

A Little Can Do a Lot!
How big a check did you write to the
IRS and state this past April? If it was more
than a few hundred dollars for either or
both, many tax experts advise it would have been less if you had
more deductions.
We all pay taxes to our government, but do we really enjoy
that? Many of us don’t know exactly how our money is spent for
the most part and we wish we could have more direct impact.
Don’t get me wrong, taxes do sustain our way of life and are a
necessary thing. But, many of us want to have that impact of
helping out people and it’d be really cool if it were people who
really like sing, especially barbershop harmony.
You may argue “I can’t write those four to five figure checks
that others do.” Many of us can’t do that easily or at all.
However, for less than a $1.00 a day, we can set up an
automatic monthly withdrawal to the Harmony Foundation (HF)
that will help out youth quartets, youth choruses and harmony
explosion camps across the country. Now that’s IMPACT!
If just half of our current RMD membership did that, in one
year we would raise over $120,000 more than RMD currently
raises; again that’s just from our district! And, our district in the
recent past has been one of the best giving districts in the entire
society. Yet, we can do more without really cost cutting in any
major way.
The true power in giving is in the giving of a group, not any
one individual. You may not think you’re doing much, but if you
have seen some of the youth quartets or youth choruses you
know the impact HF giving makes as a whole. You can be part
of it, for less than $1.00 day. And, you’ll have a longer lasting
impact than that hamburger you might otherwise purchase from
the dollar menu at a fast food joint.
So, if you think you can do $25/month or a little more, you
are easily part of the future of barbershop harmony. Remember,
every gift makes a difference. You become part of the legacy of
four-part chord ringing for as long as there’s air! Or, as the song
says,‘Til the Ponderosa walks away.
See http://www.harmonyfoundation.org/waystogive.shtml
for more information.

Blue Steele

Tim Steider, miracleteam@comcast.net, 505 400-7070

PAGE 6

4th Quarter 2016

“He was known….as Durango's most active
Barbershop singer or more often "Dr. Pete,"
the character he defined, nurtured and
created through a lifetime of influence over
his students, colleagues, community and
family.”

In Fond Memory

Dr. Carroll “Pete” Peterson
Carroll "Dr. Pete" Peterson died July 15, 2016 at his home in
Durango, Colorado surrounded by his loving family. "Pete" was
born December 30, 1929 to Swedish farmers, Wilfred and Axia
Peterson, in Kost, Minnesota. He was known by his public face
as Durango's most active Barbershop singer or more often "Dr.
Pete," the character he defined, nurtured and created through a
lifetime of influence over his students, colleagues, community
and family. He made his way from the one-room schoolhouse in
Kost, through the army during the Korean war years, on to the
undergraduate program at the University of Minnesota and
finally completing a PhD at the University of Iowa where
Victorian literature and the bawdy humor of Geoffrey Chaucer
changed his life. He thought himself lucky, but truly created his
own luck by making up his mind about something and seeing it
through.
In 1953 he saw Maxine Wauson, a drop-dead gorgeous
beauty of a woman, on the steps of the Bethany Baptist church
in Colorado Springs and offered her a ride home. A year later
they were married and embarked on a sixty-two-year
honeymoon, settling in the Midwest and starting a family of four
children. A chance encounter in 1967 pointed Pete and Maxine
to Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colorado. In 1968, the
Peterson family moved to Durango where Pete spent his career
in "the best job in the world" as a Fort Lewis College English
Professor and Department Chair. Settled in this mountain town
for life, they immediately set about forming deep roots and a
lifetime of community presence. Here they raised their four
children, restored a rambling Victorian mansion, and stuffed it to
the seams with antique furniture, song, cheer and spirit.
Pete had wonderful sense of humor, a wry and ready wit,
and treasured a good laugh more than almost anything. He
loved to sing, hear others sing, teach, learn, keep order in his
world and do the New York Times crossword puzzle. Pete and
Maxine traveled the world and were gratified to be recognized
by former students thousands of miles from home who had fond
memories of Dr. Pete.
Dr. Pete is survived by his wife of sixty-two years, Maxine;
son, Trent; daughters, Terryl Peterson, Laurel Harris and Janet
Peterson; five grandchildren, three great grandchildren, one
nephew, and a 1953 Ford Crestline Victoria, Pete and Max's
honeymoon car.
In lieu of flowers donations may be made to the Fort Lewis
College Foundation, Carroll V. Peterson Scholarship Fund
at https://apps.fortlewis.edu/makeagift or Fort Lewis College
Foundation, 1000 Rim Drive, Durango, CO 81301; or to the
Durango Barbershoppers at 1788 Trail Ridge Road, Durango,
CO 81301. A celebration of Pete's life will be held on
Wednesday, July 20, promptly at 4:01 PM in the Ballroom (SUN
212) at the Student Union Building at Fort Lewis College. Pete
asks that people come wearing colorful clothing and not make it
too somber.
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Maxine Peterson
Hello to everyone. As of this morning, my family began to
leave so the house is very quiet. So I will try to get back to my emails and other neglected duties. It’s been difficult to think of
anything but the here and now. We had to do some real
scrambling to get everything organized so quickly for his
service. We had not really planned to have his service so soon
(it’s a good thing we had done a little planning before this!) but
as I think I said before, Amy, the Durango chorus director, was
going to be out of town at the end of the week. Her husbands
sister was going to be married, he was going to give his sister
away and the sister had asked Amy to be a maid of honor and
Amy’s little girl was going to be a flower girl! There was no way
we could interfere with that!
It made sense for us to get busy and do some fast planning
otherwise our family, who is scattered from New York, to
California to Florida would have to make another trip at some
pretty big expense, and there was no promise that they could all
comeback when we planned it! Fortunately my kids took over
almost everything and made phone calls and contacted the
newspaper to get an announcement in. I ended up by calling the
college President to ask her help in getting a room for us. Both
the director and assistant director of scheduling for the college
were out of town! The president made it happen! The service
was very good, just exactly what he wanted. We had asked three
of his colleagues and a couple of barbershop friends to speak at
his Celebration of Life service. He wanted lots of singing, good
memories and lots of laughter. He got all of that.
His English Department colleague's all spoke of how much
he had helped them, as the Department Chair, to help get them
established as new faculty members in the department and
allowed them to teach the way they wanted. They talked about
his hiring new faculty and how, he always said, “We try to hire
people better than we are, so the department can only get
better.” They also talked about the English Department as a
whole, including how he set up a council of new and old faculty
members to establish guidelines for governance of the
department so every one, old and new, would have an
opportunity to add something to the running of the
department. They also included the fact that he had certainly
helped the college as a whole by volunteering to help on
committees of all kinds.
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The barbershoppers talked about how much he had
contributed to the community as a whole with his singing and
enthusiasm, and how much he had done over the years for the
local barbershopper chapter here in Durango. They also
included his contribution to the whole (Rocky Mountain)
District of barbershoppers (which consists of several mountain
states), and that he started an annual Barbershop Music Festival
in Silverton Colorado where several groups of barbershoppers
from states near by could get together yearly just to sing. The
only purpose was for the enjoyment of singing and always
trying to become better singers. They would rehearse Friday
evenings and Saturday mornings and then give a free concert
on Saturday evening, with the public invited, so there was also
lots of tourists about that time, in July.
The barbershop chorus sang several of his favorite
songs. His quartet, with a baritone substituting for him, sang a
couple of the songs they loved and always sang them often. At
the end of every barbershop concert and after rehearsals they
invite all visiting and former barbershoppers to come up to join
the local group in singing the barbershoppers closing song,
“Keep the Whole World Singing.” This Celebration of Life for
Carroll V. Peterson was no different. Several past singers, and
some from other counties, came up and joined the local
group. It was a beautiful service.
We thought Fort Lewis college was the appropriate place to
hold the service since he taught there for many years and loved
the college so much. Following the service we had a pot luck
reception in our back yard with lots more singing. I kept
hearing people talk about what a wonderful life he had had and
how much he had contributed to our community. He was a
much loved man.
We had help from neighbors who volunteered to come in
and set up and then clean up after the reception. In fact we had
more help than we could possibly use throughout his illness,
they helped with so many things, cooking, staying with him
when I ran errands, visited with him just for company, worked
crossword puzzles with him, sang to him, just name it and they
offered, including cleaning and doing laundry.
Sometimes when I read or listen to the news I have to
wonder if anything good ever happens. I would like to
challenge the media to find a nice story along with all the bad
things they find. I can tell you for sure, if there was ever any
doubt, there are lots of people out there who want to help. We
are so grateful for such a wonderful community of people we

2007 Rocky Mountain District Quartet Champions

2010 International Quartet Champions

505 975975-2926

syd@stormfrontquartet.com
Contact Syd Lybsack for all performance requests

thesummit@comcast.net

www.smmt.net
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The Pine

www.petehylandphoto.webs.com

Photos taken by Pete Hyland

Just The Ticket

prhyland@comcast.net

Future RMD VP Al Klinger taping all sessions

Cary Burns, Michael Kelly, Chris Peterson, Richie Lavene

The Pine are the RMD Quartet Champions!

Dan Clark leading the throng in song!

Richie Lavene working the crowd!

Ginny & Dave Johnston, Dean & Karen Stegman

The doctor is in! Dan Clark, MC extraordinaire

The Prospects striking a pose

Loading and unloading, sheesh! What a job!

Kevin Lynch from Nashville holding class

Ok, I’ll sing lead, no wait, Dave, you take it!

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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RMD Chorus Results

RMD Quartet Results

#

Chapter/Chorus

Total

Per. Mn

1

Denver Mile High, CO
1060
Sound of The Rockies
Wasatch Front, UT
1003
Saltaires
Bernalillo County, NM
955
Duke City Sound
Longmont, CO
849
Longs Peak Chorus
Scottsbluff, NE
781
Sugar Valley Singers
Colo. Springs/Pikes Peak, CO 776
America The Beautiful Chorus
Denver North Metro, CO
723
Colorado Chord Company
Utah Valley, UT
705
Skyline Chorus
Loveland, CO
665
Valentine City Chorus
Pocatello, ID
653
Idaho Gateway Chorus

88.3 76

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Finals
Sub. Prev Total Avg

83.6 29
79.6 24
70.8 31
65.1 17
64.7 26
60.3 15

55.4 19
54.4 14

Plateau

Denver Mile High, CO

I

are District Chorus Champions and qualifies to
represent the RMD at the International
Chorus Contest next July.
Bernalillo County, NM
Denver North Metro, CO
Wasatch Front, UT

The Pine
Penn Station
Second Wind
The Summit
Momentous

917
904
883
857
845

899
888
869
874
870

1816
1792
1752
1731
1715

75.7
74.7
73.0
72.1
71.5

6
7
8
9
10

Fastlane
Odyssey
Quintessence
Mark's Brothers
The Prospects

861
846
807
804
796

848
846
824
817
795

1709
1692
1631
1621
1591

71.2
70.5
68.0
67.5
66.3

Semi-Finals

58.8 14

Plateau Champions
Chorus

1
2
3
4
5

II
III
IV

Scottsbluff, NE is the RMD
Most Improved Chorus

Complete score sheets can be found on

RMDsing.org

Thanks, Paige Sgrignoli, for
these four photos of The Pine,
Odyssey, Without A Clue
and the Sound of the Rockies!

1
2
3
4
5

The Pine
Penn Station
The Summit
Momentous
Second Wind

899
888
874
870
869

74.9
74.0
72.8
72.5
72.4

6
7
8
9
10

Fastlane
Odyssey
Quintessence
Mark's Brothers
The Prospects

848
846
824
817
795

70.7
70.5
68.7
68.1
66.3

11
12
13
14
15

Landlocked
Just The Ticket
Continuum
Nuance
4th Street

789
780
762
751
737

65.8
65.0
63.5
62.6
61.4

16
17
17
19

Three Amigos
Velcro
ABQ
Without A Clue

733
728
728
653

61.1
60.7
60.7
54.4

Social Insecurity

819

68.3

Quartets scoring 1824 points or greater
qualify for the International
Quartet Contest next July.

The Pine

is the District Quartet Champion.

The Prospects

are the Novice Quartet Champion.

Just The Ticket

is the District Seniors Quartet Champion
and qualifies to represent the Rocky
Mountain District at the International
Seniors Quartet Contest next January.

Social Insecurity

is competing out of district for Int’l Seniors
Preliminary qualifying score only.
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Facebook, Oct. 12th
The Pine accepting the RMD Quartet Trophy

John Treash, Keith Waldheim,
Johnny Bugarin, George Mammarella
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Many thanks to Al Klinger for the rest of
the photos seen on these two pages

Duke City Sound award

Idaho Gateway Chorus

Longmont award

Long’s Peak Chorus

Sugar Valley Singers award

Sugar Valley Singers
Saltaires award

Colo. Chord Co. award

Skyline Corus

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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Relaxed? Who’s relaxed?

Valentine City Chorus

The Pine getting pinned!

Four more photos from Pete’s camera!

Colorado Chord Company
Fastlane taking it easy

The Prospects

America the Beautiful Chorus
Sound of the Rockies

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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Odyssey

Nuance

Momentous

New Renditions (miketesters)

Fastlane

Penn Station

Social Insecurity

Quintessence

4th Street

Just The Ticket

The Pine

Velcro

Landlocked

Continuum

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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Mark’s Brothers

Second Wind
Jim Clark

Without A Clue

The Prospects

Three Amigos

ABQ

Kendall Williams

Sound of the Rockies getting ready to hit the stage, Mark Hale, director
Photo by Steve Zimmermann

New champs, The Pine, with coach Mark Hale

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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Duke City Sound

The new director for the
Salt Lake City, Utah
Beehive Statesmen is

Saltaires

Kendall Williams
Administrator

Jim Haggerty
Admininstrator

Cary Burns
Music

Penny Peshel
replacing the retiring Beth Bruce.

Brent Graham
Music

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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Charlie Sutter
of the Loveland, Colo. chapter
celebrating his 50th year

as a barbershopper.

Congratulations!
What a great experience seeing all of this musical talent, including New
Mexico's On Q, New Mexi-Chords, Duke City Sound, and much more
in concert at St. John’s United Methodist Church in Albuquerque, New
Mexico in September!
Seen on Facebook

OUR EIGHT MAN PANEL OF JUDGES

Richie Lavene
Performance

Michael Kelly
Performance

Chris Richards
Singing

Chris Peterson
Singing

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS

Gordon Springer passes away
Man of Service
Gordon Neil Springer, a man with a gentle,
loving, compassionate, and happy heart, died August
14, 2016, at the age of 77, in Salt Lake City, Utah
from complications due to cancer. Born December 6,
1938, in Salt Lake City, Utah to George F. and Lucile
Young Springer, the oldest of 11
children. Lived his entire life in the
Salt Lake area.
He worked in his father's
tamale shop from a young age
into his teen years. Served a 2 ½
year LDS mission to the
Netherlands, birthplace of his
paternal grandparents. Served in
the Army and Air Force National
Guards. Married Janna Fetzer Aug. 9, 1963, in the
Salt Lake Temple and together they brought six
children into the world.
Graduated from the University of Utah with a
technical degree in Electronics and a BA degree in
German. Worked as an electronic technician for 32
years and retired from L3 Communications Corp. in
1999. Gordon held several leadership positions in the
LDS Church, but never considered himself to be a
spiritual giant, although he had a strong belief in the
Savior and the gospel.
He could be seen cleaning up after ward dinners,
or volunteering for welfare projects. His specialty was
clerical and secretarial work and he held every clerk
position in his wards, as well as some stake clerical
positions. He was a faithful home teacher and choir
member. The past several years he loved working at
the Salt Lake Temple twice a week.
Gordon's secretarial skills extended to other
service. He was secretary of an irrigation company
for 20 years and for the Rocky Mountain District of
the Barbershop Harmony Society for 14 years. He
enjoyed music, especially vocal harmony. He sang in
various choruses, including barbershop harmony
choruses - his favorite.
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He loved raising vegetable gardens and was at
peace while leaning on a shovel and watching
irrigation water flow down the furrows. He learned to
repair many things around the house and enjoyed
home improvement projects. Other hobbies included
boating with his family, running (4 marathons),
playing Hand & Foot with friends every Monday,
genealogy work, languages, keeping up with the
news, and perusing maps.
After his retirement, Gordon and Janna served as
temple missionaries in the Freiberg Germany temple,
as ordinance workers in the Salt Lake Temple, and
as inner city missionaries helping refugees. His
children and grandchildren frequently recruited him to
help with home repairs and improvements. He
adored his family and loved doing things with them.
For years he visited his friend Bert Wilson and
walked his dog twice a week, took his friend James
Sipherd to the temple every week, helped his sister
Nona with her house and yard, and attended to the
needs of several neighbors.
Gordon is survived by his wife, Janna, children
David (Julie) Springer, Teresa (Taylor) Anderson,
Laurel (James) McConkie and Michelle (Jens)
Jenkins, 16 grandchildren, and two great
grandchildren. He is also survived by his dearest
friends: his four brothers and five sisters. Funeral
Services were held Saturday, August 20th, at the
Valley View 1st Ward Chapel in Salt Lake City.
Online guestbook to post memories and tributes for
the family available at: www.HolbrookMortuary.com.
Edited slightly, originally published in the

Salt Lake Tribune, Aug. 17, 2016
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Top three taken by Avery Henderson

Another amazing time at Summer Harmony Camp! Such an honor to work with
such a talented group of young musicians! Feeling blessed this weekend!
Photos by Paige Brumley Sgrignoli

Nebraskans — taken by Tara Bailey
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2016 Rocky Mountain District Leadership Academy
By Brett Foster
LA West - Salt Lake City Area: Nov. 5, 2016
Mike Deputy’s Lake Home
LA East - Denver area: Nov. 12, 2016
Xcel Energy Building
The Rocky Mountain District Leadership Academies are set for this fall. Registration will be
available online at www.rmdsing.org. Please put these dates on your Chapter Calendar and
plan to send your leadership teams to one of the two Leadership Academies the Rocky
Mountain District is offering this year. This is a great opportunity to meet with other Chapter
Officers, share your experiences and learn the nuts and bolts of chapter management. There
is something for everyone! The information, materials and discussions will prove beneficial to
the growth and success of your chapter.

Concept
1 day regional seminar – casual attire
4 attendees per chapter – additional attendees choose their track of interest
4 core tracks, 5 hours of instruction
Costs
$45 per attendee up to 4; additional chapter members attend free. Lunch is paid for by the
attendee. $10 per lunch to be collected at the time of registration at each LA location.

Four Tracks Available
GOVERNANCE
President, Executive VP, IPP, Secretary, Treasurer
MUSIC
Chorus Director, Music & Performance VP, Section Leaders, Music Team
INTERNAL OPERATIONS
Membership VP, Chapter Development VP,
Sunshine, Program VP
EXTERNAL OPERATIONS
Marketing PR VP, Events VP, YIH VP, Bulletin/Web Editor

Agenda
of interest — 4 core tracks, 5 hours of instruction
Costs
$45 per attendee up to 4; additional chapter members attend free. Lunch is paid for by the
attendee. $10 per lunch to be collected at the time of registration at each LA location.

Four Tracks Available
GOVERNANCE
President, Executive VP, IPP, Secretary, Treasurer
MUSIC
Chorus Director, Music & Performance VP, Section Leaders, Music Team
INTERNAL OPERATIONS
Membership VP, Chapter Development VP, Sunshine, Program VP
EXTERNAL OPERATIONS
Marketing PR VP, Events VP, YIH VP, Bulletin/Web Editor

Agenda
Includes an Afternoon chapter planning kick-starter lead by Lee Taylor
8:00 – 8:30 check in, welcome: Old Songs, Warm-ups, look at LA Songs
8:30 – 10:30 Separate into Training tracks (session 1)
10:30 – 11:00 General Session, sing through new songs
11:00 – 12:30 Training tracks (session 2)
12:30 - Lunch (paid for by the attendee. $10 per lunch collected at time of registration).
1:15 – 2:45 Training tracks (session 3)
2:45 – 3:15 General Session, learn a tag, RMD & BHS news
3:15 – 3:45 Chapter Planning, Review new songs and wrap up

There will be a fifth track on
Chapter Strategic Planning
presented by a staff specialist
from BHS headquarters in
Nashville. This would be a
perfect fit for chapter IPP
or any past president who
might spearhead a chapter
assessment of "who we are,
why we exist, what types
of new strategies could
fulfill our mission and
enhance our growth," etc.
It doesn't cost a chapter a
penny more to send a fifth
representative to LA , once
you pay for the first four.
Any additional people
attending from your chapter
are free; this is a huge
opportunity for chapters to
learn assessment tools.
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Brett Foster
VP Chapter Support/Leadership Training

2016 CARA Enrollment
2015 CARA Plateau Winners
Congratulations to the following chapters and their CARA Coordinators for
participating in the 2014 Rocky Mountain District Chapter Activity Recognition
Awards program.
Plateau I
Plateau II
Plateau III
Plateau IV

DENVER MILE HIGH WINNER
NO 2015 PARTICIPANTS
MONTROSE
WINNER
DNVR MOUNTAINAIRES
COLO SPRINGS METRO
WINNER

While back at HU this summer
(Harmony University) both Chris
Richards (SOR) and Shawn
Mondragon (Bernalillo County)
were recertified as BHS judges.
Worth mentioning that Jay
Dougherty (now residing in JAD)
was also recertified.

4446 PTS
3332 PTS
1439 PTS
265 PTS

Chapter Activity Recognition Awards
Enrollment Opportunity
Here is your opportunity to participate in the Chapter Activities
Recognition Awards (CARA) program in 2016. Maybe you are
considering participation for the first time! In any case, please utilize this
useful tool. This voluntary program allows your chapter board to perform
a monthly check on the wellness and activities of your chapter. You have
the opportunity to evaluate your progress toward your goals as defined in
your chapter mission and vision statements. Check out the attached form
at https://rmdsing.org/documents/ and you will clearly see how it can be
used as a tool to track all the great things your chapter is doing.
Of course, this program is run in the spirit of friendly competition, as
chapters of like size try to garner points in major areas of chapter health,
such as Membership, Activities, Leadership, Music Education and
Communications. Winners from each plateau receive recognition at the
spring convention House of Delegates meeting, and winning chapters
have their tuition paid for that year's Rocky Mountain Leadership
Academy.
Please use the form that can be found at https://rmdsing.org/
documents/ to continue your great work of tracking your chapter's
activity and receiving the peer recognition you so richly deserve. If you
do not have a CARA coordinator, please ask for a volunteer and get this
underway.
Please submit your CARA forms each month by submitting the form
via email or hard copy to:

Brett Foster
3920 Killdeer Ln
Billings, MT 59102
bfblgs@hotmail.com
Please let me know if you have any questions.

All RMD judges were recertified.
including John Coffin, Rod
Sgrignoli, Woody Woods,
Bob Lawson, Tony Sparks
and Mark Hale.
Woody Woods will be the
category specialist for
Contest Administrators
starting in January.
John Elving
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Here are the groups that will be competing at the Midwinter Convention Youth Chorus contest Jan. 17-22 in San Antonio

Men’s Chorus Category

Women’s Chorus Category

East Coast Sound
Northern New Jersey

Sounds of the Mouth
Women’s Ensemble
Mesa, Arizona
Mesa Community College

Boom Town Chorus
Southern California

SAI Region 10 YWIH Chorus
Austin, Texas
Great Gulf Coast Region (SAI)

Fooothills Sound
East Tennessee
Encore Youth Chorus
San Antonio, Texas
Harmonic Collective
Liverpool, New York
The Voice
Central Michigan
Chandler HS Men’s Choir
Chandler, Arizona
MoWest Men
Morristown, Tennessee
52eighty
Denver, Colorado
The Young Guns
Southwestern District (BHS)

Mixed Chorus Category
The Recruits
St. Louis, Missouri
Georgia Spirit
Atlanta, Georgia
Good Life
Lincoln, Nebraska

CNY Girls Youth Chorus
Liverpool, New York
Greater NY/NJ Region (SAI)
Chandler HS Treblemakers
Chandler, Arizona
Carol and the Belles
La Verne, California
University of La Verne

Rowdy Rhythm
McMurray, Pennsylvania
Pitch Please!
Brenham, Texas

Donny Rose showing how it should be sung.

Northern Lights Chorus
Crashing the Bumping Buffalo Bar and Grill with 60+
attendees at Harmony Happening in the Hills.
John Elving, Harmony Happenings in the Hills, August 20th

Need a quartet for your show?

Doyle Cline — doyle@CDLChiro.com — 720 938-2859

These RMD quartets are
ready to sing for you!

FASTLANE

Nashville, TN
The Rocky Mountain District attendees at Harmony University.
Among them are 11 directors, assistant directors and music
educators!
Posted by John Elving
Facebook July 30th

Just a few Nashville cut-ups?

