COLORADO

IDAHO

Proud members of PROBE

KANSAS

MONTANA

www.RMDsing.org

NEBRASKA

Barbershop Harmony Society

Classic Collection, 1982 — International Quartet Champions — Storm Front, 2010
2012 Barbershopper of the Year: Dr. Dan Clark, Scottsbluff/Denver Mile High
Vol. 35, No. 1

Published by the Rocky Mountain District Association of Chapters

NEW MEXICO

SOUTH DAKOTA

UTAH

Feb/March 2013

WYOMING

Mountain West Voices

52eighty

Die Heart Acafellas

Stephen Dugdale, dir.
Brigham Young University

Jay Doughtery, dir.
Denver Mile High
Bernalillo County, NM

Chelsea Asmus, dir.
Western Colorado

From the Duke City Sound

The 505
Tony Sparks, dir.
Bernalillo County, NM

Congratulations to the fine young men of
The 505 for their fine showing at the Midwinter
Convention in Orlando. We’re very proud of their
singing, earning their highest score to date,
second in their Plateau, and third place overall!
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Vocal Expressions
is published six times yearly
Feb/March, April/May, June/July
Aug/Sept, Oct/Nov, Dec/Jan
issues are posted online
Send articles, photos, ads,
business cards, news, etc.
in ASCII text, jpgs, text only,
pdf, or Word documents.
Subscription price is
$5.00 per year.

Duke City Sound Wins Wild Card!
Bernalillo County Chorus invited to Toronto
The Rocky Mountain District chorus prelims in Albuquerque had everyone jazzed after Duke City Sound hit a home run – could the Rocky
Mountain District have TWO chorus qualifiers? Now that all District
chorus prelims are completed, the answer is YES! Congratulations to
Farris Collins and everyone in the Bernalillo County chapter who
won an invitation to compete on the International stage in Toronto!

VE DEADLINES
Feb/March: Jan 20
April/May: March 20
June/July: May 20
Aug/Sept: July 20
Oct/Nov: Sept 20
Dec/Jan: Nov 20

Thanks, RMD Update, Tony Pranaitis, editor

ADVERTISING RATES
PER ISSUE

Your chapter is selling
Grand Junction president
Roger McClelland displaying
the bronze award presented by
the Harmony Foundation

Singing Valentines
this year, right?

People who want to buy convention photos
are having trouble finding me: see below.
I'd appreciate a referral in the next VE
and on the RMD website
(I can't find it on there, either).

www.stevezphoto.zenfolio.com/rmd2012
Thanks, Steve Zimmermann

Center spread
Two pages
$200.00
Full page
7.25 x 9.75
$125.00
1/2 page
4.75 x 7.25
$ 75.00
1/3 page
7.25 x 3.50
$ 50.00
1/4 page
3.50 x 4.75
$ 40.00
Business Card
1.75 x 3.25
$ 5.00
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RMD Vision Statement — Enriching lives in the
Rocky Mountain District through singing in harmony
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Kevin Pape
Happy New Year! I hope that everyone
enjoyed the holidays and is ready to share
our beloved barbershop harmony. It’s 4:30
pm Sunday. January 6th and I find myself
waiting at gate A48 for my now 90 minute
delayed flight to Orlando for the 2013 BHS
Mid Winter Convention. With this bonus
time on my hands, I figured, what better to do than put on my
headphones, some great harmony and write my article for the
Jan/Feb Vocal Expressions.
As we begin 2013, my thoughts go to our chapters here in the
RMD and opportunity. Opportunity you say, what opportunity?
What else than opportunity to sing, perform, learn, share, and
enjoy each other in harmony? Well, where will I do all that you
might ask? Many places. At chapter meetings for one, chapter
shows for another, and don’t forget the many opportunities to
sing in public whether paid or not. I find barbershop is much like
my job, I love it so much I’d do it for free. Now there are practical
issues with both that take dollars so I won’t go too far down that
path but I hope you see my point, I just love this stuff!
But are there other opportunities out there? Sure are, we
have times throughout the year we look forward to, to get together with other chapters and perform for each other, share the
stage with one another, cheer for one another, sing tags with one
another, eat with one another, tell jokes with/about one another.
These are precious times that are more valuable than the money
I spend to be there, these are the times I re-new my precious
friendships and make new friends. It doesn’t matter whether it’s
in Albuquerque, Rapid City, Salt Lake City, Durango, Silverton,
Boulder, Billings, or any other place in the RMD. It’s about the
friendships and sharing our hobby. Not much more valuable than
that when you get right down to it. Oh, and I haven’t even
touched on those other “International” events.
Now I realize that we all have choices to make and many
factors must be considered as I budget for future activities. Not
the least of these choices relates to how many things can I do
but afford to do? This brings me to what I want to talk with you
about, conventions. Notice I didn’t say contests. I’ve avoided that
on purpose because I fear it’s taken on a less than desirable
connotation.
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While I might be the first to say I could sit for hours and listen
to quartet after quartet and chorus after chorus because I love
barbershop, you’d say, who are you trying to kid? And you’d be
right. Even though I love to hear that magical performance and
am willing to invest time in the audience to achieve it, you can
only take so much in one sitting. So, what’s the answer? That
question has been asked and we’ve embarked on a solution.
In 2013 and 2014, RMD Rocky Mountain Harmony College
and Spring Convention will be combined and emphasis is being
given to more convention and festival and less contest. This
April, you will see a convention that is significantly different than
what has been produced in past years. Significant teamwork is
taking place to ensure that everyone attending the Spring Convention will have a full barbershop experience including lots of
time to sing, learn, visit, and cheer friends on. Rod Sgrignoli,
Jeff Click, John Coffin, Anthony Pennington, and Brett Foster continue to plan together to provide all of you a fun filled and
valuable experience.
All quartets are invited and encouraged to sing for each other
and the best audience in the world, a BARBERSHOP audience
on Friday. Don’t look at this as a contest, look at it as a performance. So what if you only sing two songs? Sing em for your
friends and loved ones. Then all day Saturday, it’s RMHC with
the best learning and teaching offered anywhere in the Society.
We are using the Judges as staff members. All quartets will receive coaching and many opportunities to sing, even if you chose
not to participate on the Friday evening “Parade Of Quartets;”
that’s my new name for Prelims.
Folks, it’s all about harmony and friendship and time together.
I simply don’t know how else to put it, we’re working hard at making our hobby value driven by more than money, by our association with one another and the precious time we spend together.
But it only works if we all participate. So I challenge everyone,
take a chance, come see for yourself, come encourage your
brother barbershopper, come see, don’t just suppose, come see.
I can hardly wait! Who’s with me?

RMD Chapter Support
All RMD chapters have been assigned to one of your
District Board or Ops Team Members for contact and assistance. Chapter leaders are encouraged to take advantage of this resource as they manage their chapters. Our
intent is not to manage but assist every chapter in RMD.

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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2013 District Officer Chapter Support
Officer

Name

Chapter

Kevin Pape
kevsingslead@comcast.net

President
Exec. President

John Elving
leadermanje@gmail.com

Los Alamos Sterling
Grand Junction
Santa Fe Durango
Spearfish/North. Black Hills

Treasurer

Roger McClelland
Rogermac95@optimum.net

Montrose Mt Rushmore
Farmington/San Juan County

Secretary

Pasco Scarpella
pascoscarpella@gmail.com

Pueblo

Lee Taylor
jaguarbari@msn.com

IPP

Utah Valley Wasatch Front
Pocatello Longmont

C&J

John Coffin
johnrcoffin@comcast.net

CDD

Anthony Pennington
a.pennington@comcast.net

CSLT

Brett Foster
bfblgs@hotmail.com

Membership &
Harmony Foundation

YMIH

Granby/Grand County
Rexburg Billings

Bob Fox
rwfoxsor11@gmail.com
Jeff Click
jclick@msn.com

MUS & PERF

Results
Plateau A Chorus Champion
2071 points
The Ontario Youth A Cappella
Chorus
Plateau AA Chorus Champion
2300 points
The Recruits
Plateau AAA Chorus Champion
2221 points
The HD Chorus
"Audience Favorite" Award
The Recruits

Co. Springs Metro
Co. Springs Pikes Peak
Burley
Colby Ogallala Scottsbluff

Tony Pranaitis
tonychiro@juno.com

Youth Chorus Festival

Casper

Boulder

Woody Woods
woody@grwffyn.com

MKT & PR

Albuquerque
Bernalillo County
Cheyenne

Rod Sgrignoli
sgrig@aol.com

EVENTS

Salt Lake City
Loveland

Denver Mile High
Denver Mountainaires

Good

Imm. Past President

Lee Taylor
jaguarbari@msn.com

As I Surrender
The Gavel
Two years ago I assumed the role of
District President, and let me tell you, the
time has flown! I've been honored to take
my place in the progression of RMD
presidents, continuing the work of many
men whom I regard as friends and mentors. Kevin Pape will continue our work
and build upon our district's many
achievements.
I was proud to represent our district at
International conventions and meetings.
It was a special honor in Albuquerque to
receive the accolades of the Harmony
Foundation, as the RMD set the standard
in new Presidents Council members.
Believe me, the Rocky Mountain District
has a strong, well-earned reputation for
excellence in many areas of the barbershop community.
While I visited quite a few of our chapters during my tenure, there's more to be
done in that regard. Don't be surprised if I
pop up at one of your chapter meetings. I
also hope to see you and share a song at
upcoming RMD events, including the
Spring Convention/Rocky Mountain Harmony College in Denver April 26-27.
Many thanks to the members of the
RMD Board of Directors and Operations
Team, whose support, wisdom and skill
have made my role as President a most
satisfying assignment.
A special thank you to my wife, Judy.
Her support and encouragement continue
to make barbershopping a joy.

Youngest Chorus on stage

Harmony 2 Go
Citrus County Youth Chorus

Cleveland Heights Barbershoppers

Excellent

"Around the World" award

Savannah Storm, The Foothills Sound
Tri-Star, G20 Chorus,
Georgia Spirit, University Blue

Top chorus from a single high school
The Foothills Sound

Die Heart Acafellas
Cleveland Heights Barbershoppers

52eighty
Boom Town Chorus, Capital Force

Superior
Ontario Youth A Cappella Chorus

Mountain West Voices
The Recruits, Young Guns, HD Chorus

The 505

Boom Town Chorus

Top chorus from a single university

Mountain West Voices
Choruses with highest % of new
or nonnon-members
Cleveland Heights Barbershoppers
The Foothills Sound

RMD

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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RMD Treasurer

Young Men In Harmony VP

Roger McClelland

Tony Pranaitis

Just a few notes
As I began this New Year, I spent a
significant amount of time getting my chapter’s annual planning session organized,
with the very able and kind assistance of our chapter treasurer,
Paul Didier. We were very pleased to have active participation
by 12 very engaged folks and we addressed a wide range of topics of discussion, each to some extent connected with the challenge of growth, in numbers and in skill.
And then we received very sad news which changed my perspective entirely: one of our most liked and admired members,
Steve Weir, passed away from lung cancer. Steve was only 60
and never a smoker; rather he was an athlete, a well respected
high school swimming coach with many personal swimming trophies. As a coach he apparently touched the lives of a great
many people. From all accounts, he was a very dedicated husband, father, coach and fellow barbershopper. Yes, he will be
greatly missed in our chapter but that’s not really my point.
Sometimes it’s easy for me to get lost in the bean-counting
game, but this time, I’m going a quite different direction.
Nearly our entire chapter membership attended his memorial
service and I walked away thinking how much this brotherhood of
barbershop harmony means to me. I resolved once again to do
my utmost to bring only my best effort to my job. We do more
than just touch lives; this fellowship, this society of like-minded
singers changes lives in small ways and in life saving ways.
We, the leadership of our Rocky Mountain District, have accepted a challenge of helping finance more youth choruses to
mid-winter convention. Yes to some extent, it is a matter of
money, of encouraging others to help in whatever way they can
to raise the funds to meet that challenge. Consequently, it is
something we want to communicate such that every participating
member knows what we collectively are doing… and why.
As we sang the Irish Blessing at the conclusion of Steve’s
memorial service, I found it extremely tough to sing watching the
tears streaming down the faces of so many folks. But we celebrated the life and impact of a very special person with his family
and friends. So, here’s my point: we all have choices to make,
about the things that consume our time and resources. The
pieces of our lives, our family, our church, our jobs, our finances,
our chorus/chapter, and our quartet must all fit together in harmony, not in conflict with one another.
For those of you wondering what one thing I want you to take
away from this, here it is: tell at least one singing friend how
much you are glad he is a part of this organization. Take an
active interest in helping other folks, chorus members or family
members achieve an extra measure of pleasure in your company. Never miss a chance to build a bridge, a relationship… or a
chord. Help with the forward, productive motion in your corner of
life. Yes, ring that chord and do your best in whatever job you
have accepted, in balance, in harmony and in the right tempo.

It’s Great To Be A
RMD Barbershopper!

RMD Youth
Chorus Festival
In case you didn't know, the RMD
had FOUR Youth Choruses at the
Midwinter International Youth Chorus Festival (over 10%
of the total choruses competing)! Piggybacking on this
wildly successful program, our Spring Convention will include a Youth Chorus Festival with a top clinician (Jeff
Click is working on this), so BRING YOUNG MEN (under
30) when you come to the Spring Convention & Rocky
Mountain Harmony College (remember, it's a dual event).
Your young men will not only have the opportunity to sing
in their Youth Chorus, but they'll get to hear the great quartets in the RMD (competing in Spring Prelims, and attending RMHC) and our guest talent.
Since the Spring Convention is in Denver, the 52eighty
youth chorus members will participate as the anchor. Guys
from Mountain West Voices and The 505 and the Die
Heart Acafellas are all invited; and ANY individual young
men from across the District. As always, the more the merrier. These young men do NOT have to be barbershoppers. Young men from your local high schools or colleges or anyone under 30 who'd like to give it a shot.

YOUNG GUYS ROCK!
Let's bust 100 on the risers and show some young
power in the RMD! The registration fee to participate is
only $25. What are you waiting for? Contact me for further
details. <TonyChiro@juno.com> or 303-233-6234; thanks!

In Loving Memory
STAN BACK
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Stan Back was born and raised in a
small town in Kansas, started singing
in fourth grade, and went to high school in Columbus,
Kansas, where he sang in a 150 voice, robed chorus.
He served in the Navy during the Korean War on the
USS Meripi. He has worked in sales for Rainbo Bread,
FritoLay, 20 years with Montgomery Wards at Winrock
Mall, and was retired after 11 years with Phillip 66. He
is an ex-golfer, but still enjoys singing as a hobby, although he feels barbershop is much, much more than
any hobby. He has been a New Mexi-Chord for 44
years, joining April 1969. Stan sang with the Senior
Staff quartet. Stan left to sing with the heavenly choir
Jan. 11, 2013.
Dick Lambert

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
Chorus Director Development VP
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Denver Youth In Harmony Events

Anthony Pennington

Tony Pranaitis, Young Men in Harmony VP

a.pennington@comcast.net

In the Denver area we have a Chorus Festival for high school
men on President’s Day (Monday, Feb. 18) at Arvada High
School (Denver suburb). Check in begins at 9:00 am, lunch and
supper will be served (cost is $5.00), and the evening show starts
at 6:30. Attendees will have the opportunity to sing with the
52eighty chorus, and the Colorado Christian University Men’s
Chorus, both of which will also perform on the show. The show
also includes the Denver area High School Quartet Contest,
open to men’s and women’s (and mixed) quartets.

Thank you for allowing me to serve the
district in my new role as your VP for Chorus Director Development. I will provide you
a quick overview in the services that we
look to provide current front line directors,
assistant directors, aspiring directors, or music team/chapter
members that may have a desire to improve their chapter music
directing skills. Here are the Director Programs that are available:
Director Certification - This is a comprehensive program
with designated classes that focus in directing skills, sound management, music theory, barbershop craft, and leadership. Certified Directors can also take advanced classes to become a certified Master Director. Why is certification a worthy pursuit? Because during the process you will ensure that you are getting a
well-rounded education to make you a solid director for your
chapter chorus.
Consider that if you are asking your staff and chorus members to improve their skills and craft, isn’t it only fair that you continue to hone your skills to further the quality and enjoyment of
your hobby for yourself, your chapter, and your audience? Most
classes are offered at Director’s College and require proficiency
tests and performance milestones. Limited scholarships are
available. Applications are due by March 1, 2013.

Information and registration forms are posted at
www.SummerHarmonyCamp.com and the music is ready to
download (password protected) once you register. No cost to
register (for the Festival or the Contest). Please encourage
young men and quartets to join the fun! Contact me for further
details (TonyChiro@juno.com 303-233-6234) The Summer Harmony Camp in Estes Park is July 26-28. Cost is $50 per student.
Please consider sponsoring students from your area and sending
them to Summer Harmony Camp. Registration will open after
Feb 18 at www.SummerHarmonyCamp.com Limit 50 guys and
50 gals. If we plant the seeds today, we’ll reap the harvest in due
season! Thanks!

For more information go to: http://www.barbershop.org/
director-certification/director-certification-details.html
CDWI - Chorus Director Workshop Intensive. Here are the
benefits:

• Learn through one-on-one coaching in front of a live chorus
• Grow through immediate video review and trainer feedback
• Empowers you to create positive change in yourself and
the chorus
This program typically requires a host chapter and other
chapter participants, focusing on up to five directors under the
coaching/ structured program by certified CDWI trainers. For
more information see:
http://www.barbershop.org/cdwi/cdwi-details.html
CDWI Next Level - A director training program designed to
provide Society directors, administrators, music leadership teams
and choruses with one-on-one coaching. The completion of the
CDWI program is a mandatory prerequisite. Here are the benefits:
• Empower every member to contribute to the success of the
chapter
• Transform your weekly chapter experience
• Acquire tools to achieve your chapter's potential
For more information go to: http: //www.barbershop.org/nextlevel/next-level-details.html
Outstanding in Front - If your chapter is in need of finding a
director, assistant director, section leaders, or perhaps you are
looking to build a more functional music team, sending prospects
to an Outstanding In Front Workshop could help. Outstanding In
Front is a one-day introductory class designed to cater to the
various needs of your music program by providing an opportunity
for individuals to gain an understanding of what it takes to be a
leader in front of your chorus. Benefits of the program are:

Storm Front taking some time off while in Florida to
hobnob with another well-known quartet — nice hats!
_____________________________________

• Empowers you to become a more effective musical leader
• Expands your conducting and leadership skills
• Fosters confidence in front of a section and chorus
For more information go to: http://www.barbershop.org/
outstanding-in-front/outstanding-in-front-details.html
If you are interested in any of these programs, please contact
Anthony Pennington for further details and desired interests.
We can help set up these programs for you per your schedule, or
it may be possible to set up a program for the upcoming April
Prelims - Harmony College event, but we need to know of your
interest immediately.

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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In Loving Memory

R.I.P. Jules Selano
From the Facebook page of

Julian Selano:
January 9th — This morning I received word that
my grandfather had passed away. After years of
struggling with MDS and various diseases he was
finally taken from us about 8:10 am. Though I was
initially saddened, I was comforted by the fact that
he wouldn’t have wanted for me or anyone else
mourn over his passing, but to celebrate his entrance into heaven.

Jeff and Julian Selano

Throughout the day I have been thinking about him and the life he lived, and all I could say
about him was, what an incredible man. He worked harder than any other person I have ever
met to provide for his family and loving wife. He touched the lives of hundreds of people
through his kind heart and warm personality, and he was always happy with what he had. He
taught me more than I will ever know, and I'm still learning from him. He was my role model
and was always there for me if I ever needed help. He was a loving grandfather and a true friend. I now know why my father named me
after him, and I am more than proud to carry on his name. The heavens have truly received another star.

Julian John Selano

Public Relations Officer Of The Year
Reward and recognize that hard-working
Marketing & PR guy in your chapter
by nominating him for the
Public Relations Officer of The Year Contest.
There are two categories:
Single Event & Year Long Event.

Deadline March 1st
Arnie Routsen from
Bernalillo County, NM
was PROBE’s 2011
Single Event winner!
PROBE VP Eric Herr
ewh14@comcast.net

RMD CHAPTER ANNIVERSARIES
65 YEARS

Longmont, Colo.

April 20, 1948

45 YEARS

Grand Junction, Colo.

45 YEARS

Burley, Idaho

Sept. 16, 1969

45 YEARS

Casper, Wyoming

Dec. 31, 1968

30 YEARS

Spearfish, SD

April 19, 1983

30 YEARS

Loveland, Colo.

Sept. 7, 1983

20 YEARS

Los Alamos, NM

Oct. 1, 1993

15 YEARS

Bernalillo County, NM

June 4, 1968

Sept. 14, 1998

Sponsored by PROBE

Website of the Year
Enter your chapter's website in the PROBE Website
Contest now. Entries will be evaluated and feedback
given for each entry prior to the International Convention
in Toronto, where the winners will be announced at the
PROBE annual meeting. This contest is open to any website active during 2012.

Deadline March 1st
For more information, please contact

PROBE Web VP
Lyle Southam
BarbershopHarmony.ca

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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RMD VP of Membership

Music & Performance VP

Regional Representative
HARMONY FOUNDATION

Jeff Click

Bob Fox

State of the Music

rwfoxsor11@gmail.com

Membership, Harmony Foundation
and the Rocky Mountain District
Gentlemen and ladies of the RMD, first let me say Happy
New Year! I’m looking forward to working with all of you in
the coming year as your RMD VP of Membership and also your
Regional Representative for the Harmony Foundation. We have
much to accomplish in the coming year, and with your help I
have no doubt we can make it all happen. So here is a little overview of what lies ahead.
Membership: At the Society Leadership Forum in November a goal was set by the Society to start eight new chapters,
Society wide in 2013. I would like to report that I have received
information that there are already movements within RMD for
two new chapters and I have designated three other metropolitan
areas where I think some new growth can occur. If you have an
idea about where other growth could happen please contact me
so we can discuss where the District may be of assistance in getting something started. There is nothing more that I would like
to see than RMD leading the way in helping the Society reach
it's goal of eight new chapters.
I also have a goal of visiting or being in contact with every
chapter in the District this year so we can discuss what opportunities there are for growth within your own chapter. I would also
ask that if you already have a membership plan in the works that
you contact me and share what you are planning. You may have
ideas that will work well for other chapter in the District. Let's
all communicate more and help everyone increase their membership for 2013. RMD goal for 2013 - a net gain of five new members in every chapter - that would be approx. 165 new members.
Let's blow that out of the water!
Harmony Foundation: During the House of Delegates
meeting at the District Convention in Albuquerque the House
voted to support a $10,000.00 grant to the Harmony Foundation
in support of the yearly Youth Chorus Festival that is held at the
Mid-Winter Convention each January. This is a RMD District
gift and would be in addition to any current giving that RMD
members are doing now. This is a very bold move by the house,
but the feeling was that if every RMD chapter would dedicate
$300.00 to this effort in 2013 that this was very doable. If your
chapter has it within your ability to do more than the $300.00
level that would be wonderful and very much appreciated. Dr.
Tony Pranaitis, RMD VP of Youth In Harmony and I will be
contacting each chapter to discuss how we can ALL make this
happen.

Happy New Year to all! We are starting
the year with several changes on the horizon. A quick reminder to all the there will be
NO February RMHC (Rocky Mountain Harmony College) in Estes Park this year. RMHC will be combined with the Spring Prelims which will be held on April 26-27 in Denver, hosted by the
Denver MountainAires. All Prelims competition will be completed
Friday, so that Saturday will be completely devoted to RMHC. In
addition, some classes will be offered Friday afternoon prior to
the competition. We will be publishing the actual classes/
schedule within the next month.
One of the advantages of having this combined event is that
we will have a full bevy of judges available for our staff! We will
be taking advantage of this and providing at least three chorus
coaching sessions. One of the slots has already been spoken for
by the Denver MountainAires! So, if you are interested please
contact me. There will be no fee for this coaching if the majority
of your chorus members are registered and have paid for the
school; otherwise the normal coaching fee will apply.
Now to regional education! We have had several inquiries
regarding holding a regional educational event. The Billings
chapter is the furthest along in this process. They are planning a
“Supercharging Your Chapter” gathering this spring for regional
chapters. If you are interested in getting an event together in your
region, give me a call and we’ll help you organize one.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
To give you some idea of the impact that Harmony Foundation is already having in the RMD, I am very proud to report that
we had four youth groups participate at this years Mid-Winter
Youth Chorus Festival in Orlando—52Eighty from the Denver
Mile High chapter, The 505 from Bernalillo County, NM chapter, Mountain West Voices from Brigham Young University,
Utah, and Die Heart Acafellas from western Colorado. This is
all made possible in part by the support of the Foundation in
providing lodging, a meal, and registrations to the convention.
There were 98 young men from the RMD that had an experience they will never forget! I can tell you that they were “all in”
when they got to see and hear last years top five quartets, plus
the Gas House Gang and Crossroads! I assure you that the hook
was set deep; and they should be barbershoppers for life. What
the Foundation does is to make a difference in young lives and
with your help the members of RMD can make a difference as
well. Look for other information about Harmony Foundation in
the coming months. Thanks for your support in helping make
RMD a great place to be a barbershopper!

IT’S GREAT TO BE A RMD BARBERSHOPPER!

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
Executive VP

John Elving
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woody@grwffyn.com

2013 means a new leadership team for the
RMD, and some new things happening
within the district. There will be a different
focus as we continue working to make the
RMD one of the greatest districts within the
Barbershop Harmony Society.
The Rocky Mountain District has proven itself a leader in the
Youth Chorus Festival. This year we had four youth choruses
representing the RMD—Denver’s 52eighty, The 505 from Albuquerque (Bernalillo County chapter), Utah’s Mountain West
Voices and newcomer Die Heart Acafellas from Craig, Colorado. There were 98 young men representing the RMD singing
on stage that day. That’s 98 young men from a district with one of
the smallest number of members in the Society. Take time to
thank those young men (and their directors: Jay Doughtery,
52eighty; Tony Sparks, The 505; Stephen Dugdale, Mountain
West Voices; Chelsea Asmus, Die Heart Acafellas) for representing us so well!
Let’s also not forget the Seniors Quartet Contest held during
each Midwinter Convention. Representing the RMD and the
Longmont Chapter were Apropos. Thank you, gentlemen for
being part of the RMD and representing the District. We are
proud to call you our quartet representative and our friends.
As you know, we got things started at our fall convention with
nearly half of the new President’s Council members needed for
the match put up by our good friend Rich Knight. In the end
there was a total of over $160,000 added to the $100,000 that
Rich pledged to Harmony Foundation in support of the youth
programs that HF supports. What is amazing is that the RMD
made up nearly one third of that money raised. Once again, the
smaller district has led the way. Thanks go to all of you who had
a part in that challenge. You people are awesome!
Now we as a district, at the direction of the House of Delegates, have pledged to provide a sponsorship to the Harmony
Foundation. That means that we have until the end of this year to
find $10,000 to help pay for this great Youth Chorus Festival. The
cost to the HF averages out to about $10,000 per chorus to make
sure that those youth have a great experience at our Midwinter
Convention. It will now be our responsibility to make sure we
honor that pledge. How can you help? How can your chapter
help? If we were to average it out, it would amount to a little over
$300 dollars per chapter within the RMD or just over $100 per
RMD member. Surely we can easily come up with that much
money between all of us.
We have chapters within our District that could use assistance in some way. As your District leadership, we want to help
every chapter reach their potential and goals. Does your chapter
need some help with director or music team training? We can
send an expert to your chapter meeting. Do you need help with
marketing your annual show? We have a guy for that. Do you
have questions about how to run your board meeting, or file
taxes, or plan a rehearsal, or lead warm-ups or any of the other
200 things a chapter deals with on a weekly basis? We can help.
Whatever you need to help your chapter be a better chapter, we
stand ready to help.

Marketing & Public Relations
in the 21st Century!
This year marks the 75th Anniversary of our Society and it is
up to each and every one of us to ensure that 2038 marks the
100th! I have sent out to each of the Chapter Marketing and PR
officers a proclamation tailored for use by the mayor of a city or
town. Those chapters who don't have Marketing and PR officers
will get them through the obvious e-mail choice in the chapter.
That may be the director, president or secretary. I'm asking each
of you who do get the proclamation to look around your city to a
place where there is no chapter and see if you can get the mayor
there to proclaim Barbershop Harmony Week! That might stir
some interest and get questions asked! That's what we want our name in the public eye and folks asking "Why isn't there a
chapter here in town?"
We are also looking at ways to make ourselves known in this
highly electronic age - Facebook, Twitter and just plain websites
are a start. Think about how easy it is now to get a short message across to your younger (or young at heart) members with a
simple text. Any other ways that any of you can think of - please
send me an e-mail <woody@pechorus.org> or a text (719) 5104762 or…….whatever!
I'm looking forward to a very fruitful year in 2013 - we have
Rocky Mountain Harmony College combined with the Spring
Convention in Denver! This is much like the Harmony Brigade
that was combined with Harmony University a few years ago in
St. Joseph, Missouri. That was a great success and this can be
too! All it takes is each of us joining in and ringing the chords that
we all love so well! Mark your calendars - April 26th and 27th!
Registration forms will be on the Rocky Mountain District website
as soon as they are finalized! Happy New Year!

~~~~~~~~ RMD ~~~~~~~~

So, how do you get this help? Just ask. It would be nice if we
as district leaders knew what each chapter needs, but we just
can’t. Every chapter has a District leadership team member who
will be in contact with them regularly. When you need the help, in
any way, let them know. If he can’t provide the help you need, he
will find the expert who can.
It’s going to be a great year in the Rocky Mountain District. I
look forward to serving you as your new Executive Vice President. We’ll see you in April as we enter in to a new era with our
combined Spring Convention/Prelims Contest and Rocky Mountain Harmony College held in Denver. It’s going to be an event
not to be missed. Already other districts are talking about how we
in the RMD are leading the way in innovative ways to make our
District conventions and schools among the best for our members. When we see each other, let’s sing one together!

Deadline for April/May Vocal Expressions is March 20th!

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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Spare Parts Quartet does it again!
By Jim McClelland, Chapter President
Grand Junction, Colorado
I don’t know why you choose to participate but I know
that many of us “aspire to inspire,” a phrase I think hits
the target efficiently. Because we have the ability,
assuming the adequate, appropriate commitment, practice
and a suitable repertoire, to make a few moments of life far
better than it would be without our music. Yes, to some it is
a hobby. To others, it is truly a selfless and rewarding lifestyle, benefiting participants, observers and our community
alike.
Thank you Spare Parts quartet

Ken, Bob, Leland and Dave
for being willing to share your time and talents with others!

Spare Parts
Leland Griffin, Bob LaBig, Ken Reish, Dave Woodward

One of the major themes in barbershop is the idea of
why we do what we do: singing for an audience,
entertaining them for a special reason or season. Today, I
was provided a very cool opportunity to witness that first
hand.
One of our senior members (and according to Dennis
Kiefer), a well-known resident of Grand Junction,
celebrated his 89th birthday today. I took a number of
pictures…..pictures while potentially worth a thousand
words are no substitute for being there and seeing it in
person.
Jim Eicher is in the Community Hospital and fully alert.
He joined in, singing baritone, while the Spare Parts quartet with Leland Griffin, lead, Ken Reish, tenor, Bob
Labig, baritone and Dave Woodward, bass, sang a
number of standard barbershop “polecats.” Jim’s birthdate
and health situation was brought to our attention several
days ago by his daughter-in-law, Deana and we are very
glad she did.
Seeing Mr. Eicher singing along with that sparkle in his
eyes brought tears to several family members and more
than a few of the Community Hospital staff huddled in the
doorway to listen and watch. It is amazing how easy it is to
lose sight of why we love this… activity some insist on
calling a hobby.
But today, I saw once again the priceless response we
strive to achieve in an audience: enthusiastic appreciation
and pure enjoyment of the moment. Seeing the faces of
those listening or singing along, including Mr. Eicher, as
they reacted to the music performed made it one of those
gold medal moments…..so, there you have it.

Jim also sang a great baritone in the "Grand Valley
Blend" circa 1993. Tim Winegarner sang lead, Kevin
Keifer, bass and Carroll Owen, on tenor. Picture was
taken on Valentines Day. Later after he no longer sang
with us; he and his wife, Jean hosted lunch for the barbershoppers on Valentines Day for 4-5 years. Jean has since
passed on.

From the “Bookclef” bulletin
Grand Junction, Carroll Owen, BE

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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Tony Sparks

THE 505 — Bernalillo County, N.M.

Jay Doughtery

52eighty — Denver Mile High, Colo.

Steven Dugdale

Mountain West Voices — Brigham Young University, Utah

Chelsea Asmus

Die Heart Acafellas — Western Colorado

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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Official Scoring Summary
International Youth Barbershop Chorus Festival
Barbershop Harmony Society, Orlando, Florida
January 12, 2013
Total

Avg

Age ave. On stage

Plateau
Rating

Plateau A Chorus results sorted by number on stage
The Ontario Youth A Cappella Chorus
Ontario District
2071 76.7 17.50 52

A
SUPERIOR

Plateau AA Chorus results sorted by number on stage

52eighty
Denver Mile High Chapter, Colo
2010 74.4 18.60 32

A
EXCELLENT

The Recruits
Central States District
2300 85.2 20.60

42

AA
SUPERIOR

Georgia Spirit
Atlanta Metro Chapter, GA
1990 73.7 18.20 29

A
EXCELLENT

The Young Guns
Southwestern District
2071 76.7 21.90

23

AA
SUPERIOR

Savannah Storm
Savannah Arts Academy
Armstrong Atlantic State University, GA
1673 62.0 17.70 21

A
EXCELLENT

University Blue
Florida State College at
Jacksonville, Darton College, Florida/Georgia
1847 68.4 20.90 23

The Foothills Sound
Powell High School, Tennessee
1927 71.4 17.40 19

A
EXCELLENT

Mountain West Voices
Brigham Young University, Utah
2034 75.3 21.50 22

G20 Chorus
Fall River Chapter, Mass.
1966 72.8 17.50 18

A
EXCELLENT

Cleveland Heights Barbershoppers
Cleveland Heights High School
1862 69.0 15.90 16

Tri-Star
Mid-Atlantic District
Dapper Dans of Harmony Chapter, New Jersey
2013 74.6 21.60 21

A
EXCELLENT

Boom Town Chorus
Far Western District, Santa Fe Springs Chapter
Westminster Chapter, Cal
1936 71.7 18.70 15

Harmony 2 Go
Land O' Lakes & Evergreen Districts
1537 56.9 19.80 12

A
EXCELLENT

Plateau AAA Chorus Results sorted by number on stage

Die Heart Acafellas
Rocky Mountain District
1650 61.1 18.80 13

A
EXCELLENT

Citrus County, FL Youth Chorus
Crystal River High School & Citrus High School Florida
1390 51.5 17.24 13

A
GOOD

HD Chorus
Sunshine District
2221 82.3 23.50

AA
EXCELLENT
AA
SUPERIOR

AA
EXCELLENT
AA
GOOD

AAA
SUPERIOR

45

The 505
Bernalillo County Chapter, New Mexico
2108 78.1 23.90 31

AAA
SUPERIOR

Capital Force
This chorus has chosen to sing for RATING ONLY
Alexandria Chapter, Virginia
24.90 13
EXCELLENT

Plateau Champions
Plateau A (average age Less than 19) The Ontario Youth A Cappella Chorus
Plateau AA (average age 19-22) The Recruits
Plateau AAA (average age 22-24) HD Chorus

PANEL OF JUDGES
ADMINSTRATOR
Chris Buechler - MAD
Randy Rensi - SWD
Curt Roberts - NED

MUSIC
Joe Cerutti - MAD
Steve Jamison - SUN
Rob Mance - CSD

PRESENTATION
Mike Lietke - LOL
Judd Orff - LOL
Gene Spilker - CSD

Printed by Randy Rensi 01/11/13

SINGING
Chad Guyton - DIX
Bob McFadden - JAD
David Mills - SUN
International Release, Version 37.3

http://www.barbershop.org/images/ChorusYouthFestival2013112-OSS.pdf
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Getting Your Chapter
Ready for Spring!
As the winter months drag on, spring is
right around the corner. It is time for us, as
chapter leaders, to begin thinking about the important reporting
and registration requirements to get our chapters ready for the
New Year!
First of all, I hope you have had the opportunity to go to eBiz
at bhs.org and update your chapter officers, leaders and contact
people for 2013. This is important so we will know who to contact
if there is a question or problem with your chapter. Each chapter
in the District needs to update their pages on eBiz to reflect who
have been elected or appointed to be contact people or officers
for your chapter, so important information can be shared such as
matters pertaining to the upcoming House of Delegates in April.
In addition to updating eBiz, as District Secretary, I will help
you monitor your required filings for 2013. Here are the three
reporting categories that each chapter needs to address as a
brief refresher:
Renewing your registration with the Secretary of State
Each year, on the anniversary of your chapter’s original filing,
your annual (periodic) report needs to be updated with the Secretary of State. The chapter secretary needs to go onto the Secretary of State web site (for your respective state), and complete a
brief form as to who the registered agent, and/or who the officers
are for your chapter. The registered agent is the one who should
receive legal notices on behalf of your chapter. This is required
by state laws for all incorporated entities such as non-profit organizations; in our case your individual chapter of Barbershop
Harmony Society (BHS). If you file online, the fee is minimal, and
only takes a few minutes of your time.
Annual Financial Review
Typically, each year, two officers (usually the Treasurer and
one other officer), must compile a summation of your previous
year financials. The BHS web site offers a form you can use. This
form must be completed, signed and forwarded to me as the
Rocky Mountain District (RMD) Secretary, as well as to BHS. It is
a relatively brief form that should be completed as soon as possible after the first of the year.
Filing of IRS Tax Return
On May 15th, your IRS form 990-N is due. For non-profits, it is
a postcard (or an e-postcard) sized document that tells the IRS
some basic financial information concerning your chapter. Typically, this task falls upon the treasurer, but can also be completed
by any other officer.
Finally, you should enter your chapter’s progress on eBiz
under your chapter Financial Filings page.
In addition to these three items, don’t forget about your BMI/
SESAC license. This license must be in place before you will be
able to put on a show. In order to get your BMI/SESAC license,
the other three things I mentioned must first be completed. It is
important to note that your reporting requirements must be current through the date the application is received. So, if you are
doing a show prior to the deadline for the next year’s reports, you
are still okay if the previous year’s reports are in place.

RMD Contest Entry Deadlines
The 2013 RMD Spring Convention and
the RMHC will be held April 26-27 at the
Red Lion Inn (Stapleton) in Denver, Colo. It
will be hosted by the Denver MountainAires chapter.
To all Rocky Mountain District barbershoppers who compete.
By district policy, the contest entry deadline for a competition is
four weeks. This means a quartet or chorus competitor's CJ-20
entry form must be received by the RMD VP C&J on or before
the Friday four weeks prior to a published contest start date. This
policy can be found in the RMD Operations Manual in sections
20 (Competitions) & 21 (Conventions).
Since we’re having a joint Spring Prelims & Rocky Mountain
Harmony College, the International Quartet semifinals & finals
sessions will be held on Friday evening. There will be a lengthy
intermission between the semifinals & finals with a top three advancing to the finals round. Quartet evaluations will be conducted
on Saturday.

~~~~~~~~ RMD ~~~~~~~~
These required filings are simple and require very little time
and effort. However, the ramifications for NOT doing these
things can be drastic for your chapter. You could lose your taxfree (non-profit) status, your chapter could be suspended by
BHS, and your officers/members could be personally liable for
claims brought against your chapter. It is NOT worth the negative consequences! As RMD Secretary, I am here to help keep
everyone out of hot water. Please know that I am here to help
anytime.
In the coming weeks, the new RMD web site will be unveiled.
Under the RMD Secretary’s page, I will have step-by-step instructions available to help you complete all of these tasks in a
handy (.pdf) format. In the meantime, you can contact me, and I
will be happy to send you the information. I appreciate you keeping me in the loop with your required filings, and I look forward to
working with you in 2013!
Pasco W. Scarpella
pascoscarpella@gmail.com
303-335-8160
Some important web sites:
Barbershop Harmony Society web site www.barbershop.org
eBiz (for entering your Chapter data) eBiz.barbershop.org
Rocky Mountain District web site

www.rmdsing.org
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The Rocky Mountain District is extremely blessed to have
three, no, make that FOUR, youth choruses going to Orlando.
That's one from each of the major population areas of our vast
district. The 52Eighty comes from the Denver area and is sponsored by the Denver Mile High Chapter. The 505 is a group from
the Albuquerque area and, although autonomous, is helped a lot
by the Bernalillo County chapter. In the Utah area is the Mountain West Voices from BYU in Provo, Utah, and from the western part of Colorado is the Die Hard Acafellas.

As you can see, there is great
need within our Rocky Mountain District in supporting not one, not two, but
three great choruses as they represent us and what Barbershopping is in
the RMD. Please consider what you
can do to help support one or all of
these choruses as they travel to Orlando in January. Time is short, but
this is the time of year when we give more than we receive. However, in that giving we receive much more than we could ever
think possible.

Based in Craig, Colorado and drawing from all over is the
Die Hard Acafellas, directed by Chelsea Asmus (daughter of
SOR member Jim Asmus). Chelsea has a vocal music background and is a youth minister in Craig, Colo. She also directed
the Bella Voce ladies group in Westminster, Colo. The “Die
Hards” became the “Die Hearts” through a Midwinter program
error; they like it so much they embraced it as their own. The
small but mighty group is eager to sing in Orlando and have been
doing their own fund-raising.

Also be thinking of how you can help the RMD raise the
$10,000 your House of Delegates pledged in support of Harmony
Foundation in sponsoring the Youth Chorus Festival. This year, if
you have read your Livewire, we will be having a record 20 youth
choruses taking part in the festival. The average cost to the Harmony Foundation is $10,000 per chorus. That covers everything
but their travel expenses, music, uniforms, etc. Their registration
is paid for, as is their room and meals.

The 52eighty is sponsored by
the Denver Mile High chapter
(Sound of the Rockies). The
RMD will be represented, for
the 5th time, by youth choruses at the Society’s Youth
Chorus Festival in Orlando this January. The 52eighty chorus, is
a protégé of the Sound of the Rockies and to date their major
financial support has come from the Denver Mile High chapter
with some much appreciated support from the Rocky Mountain
District treasury. Jay Dougherty is their director and can be
reached at <jmdougherty@gmail.com>.
www.52eightychorus.com
Many thanks to Pete Hyland (SOR) for this information.

We, as a district, are essentially guaranteeing that one chorus
will be able to attend the festival. That means that one chorus will
have the thrill of singing in front of the greatest audience in the
world. It also means that a new breed of Barbershopper has
been infected with "the bug." If you have questions about helping,
contact our Harmony Foundation Support Team, either
Roger McClelland
rogermac95@optimum.net
District Treasurer

Bob Fox
rwfoxsor11@gmail.com
HF liaison

The I.B.C. is now open to all editors,
whether you edit a hard-copy, on line,
weekly, or a by-weekly bulletin, etc.

International Bulletin Contest
Deadline March 1st
Send two consecutive hardcopies issued during 2012 (must
have published at least six issues to be eligible) to be judged
in Content, Grammar & Style, and Layout & Reproduction.
Results will be announced at the PROBE meeting at the
International Convention. All entries must be sent to

Shown here in rehearsal, the Mountain West Voices is the representative to the Youth Chorus Festival from Utah. They make
their home in the Provo, Utah area (BYU) and are directed here
by Joel Gillespie, longtime barbershop quartet member
(Reprise lead) from the RMD. They are presently looking at becoming a full-fledged chapter in the BHS and RMD having put a
request in with the Society for licensing this group with 25 interested members. This will be their third year taking part in the
Youth Chorus Festival. Flash: Stephen Dugdale will direct the
group in Orlando.
Lee Taylor: jaguarbari@msn.com
Support for Mountain West Voices

IBC Chairman Lowell Shank
2413 Stonebridge Lane,
Bowling Green, KY 42101
Lowell.shank@wku.edu
(270) 202-0515
Steve Jackson, Denver MountainAires,
Mountain Talk, won the 2012 contest.

Woody Woods
RMD Marketing & PR VP

Information was borrowed from the
Jan/March PROBEmoter, Steve Jackson, editor
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The 505 Chorus from Albuquerque is another fine example of mature
young men ready to take the Barbershopping world by storm again this
year as they have in the past few years. If you were at our Fall Convention in Albuquerque you heard them and thrilled at their sound.
Now hear what their president has to say about them.
Dear RMD member,

But travel expenses are significant,
and can be a barrier for the average
‘starving college student.’ The 505 works
hard to reduce the financial burden of
contest participation for each member.
This year we’re sending over 30 young
men to contest and endeavoring to limit
the out-of-pocket cost for each member to
$120.

When District leadership offered to forward a request for support to the membership
on our behalf, I was incredibly grateful for the opportunity to introduce our chorus to you.
We are the young men of The 505 in Albuquerque, NM, a passionate and committed
brotherhood of harmony lovers. And, just like two other groups from the RMD, we will be
attending the Youth Barbershop Chorus Festival in Orlando this January—and need your
help.
Please allow me to tell you more about us. The 505 chorus formed in 2008, primarily
driven by the desire to participate in the Society’s 2nd Annual Youth Barbershop Chorus
Festival in Pasadena, California. Our very first meeting was packed, and it was apparent
that the idea of a young men’s chorus in Albuquerque had legs. The experience of
standing on stage in Pasadena further confirmed this.
The 505 formed as a self-governed chorus, by and for young men. Different than
some youth choruses, we practice and perform year-round, including annual and holiday
shows, sporting events, and community service performances. We run our own rehearsals, book our own gigs, plan our own trips to contest, and we strive to be self-sustaining;
the revenue we generate from our performances constitutes the majority of our operating
capital.
Of course, we also depend greatly on the support, financial and otherwise, of our
friends in the barbershop community. Local choruses and quartets donate their time and
talent as regular guests on our shows, and many barbershoppers have made private
donations. The Duke City Sound has been a particularly strong partner in our success.

While that keeps it reachable for most
of our guys, it places the bulk of the financial burden on the chorus. All told, this
year’s festival will cost the chorus more
than $7,000. We’ve raised about half of
that total on our own and through private
donations. We also have a benefit show
planned just before contest that should
help close the gap. But we’re surviving a
lot on the hope that our financial needs
will be met, and that’s where we could
use your help.
If you see, as we do, the tremendous
value of the Society’s Youth Festival, for
both our present and our future, I ask you
to please consider making a donation to
The 505. Your generous gift of $180 can
essentially sponsor a young singer’s participation, and any amount you can afford
is a welcome help. Know that your support can have a lasting effect, right here in
the Rocky Mountain District, on a young
man’s journey into a lifetime of barbershop joy.
Support checks can be mailed to The
505 Chorus at PO Box 7657, Albuquerque, NM 87194, or you can contribute via
PayPal on our website, www.the505.org.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
The Youth Festival is a huge component of that success. Though it is not our
only priority, we have found that the Festival is one of the best ways to excite
young men about barbershop, and it remains one of our most important yearly
events.
The 505 Chorus
Noah Langenwalter
president@the505.org
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Champion
Border Patrol
Silver Medalist
Faces4Radio
3rd Place Bronze Medalist
DOUBLETAKE
4th Place Bronze Medalist
TMI
5th Place Bronze Medalist
Trade Secret & Stacked Deck
OFFICIAL SCORING SUMMARY, BHS — International Midwinter Convention
International, Quartet Finals Seniors — Orlando, Florida, January 12, 2013
Rk Quartet

Tot

Avg

Dist

1
2
3
4
5
5
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

877
860
859
858
853
853
846
843
841
837
827
824
814
805

73.1
71.7
71.6
71.5
71.1
71.1
70.5
70.3
70.1
69.8
68.9
68.7
67.8
67.1

ONT
MAD
FWD
JAD
DIX
NED
LOL
MAD
ILL
LOL
SWD
BHA
MAD
ONT

Border Patrol
Faces 4 Radio
DOUBLETAKE
TMI
Stacked Deck
Trade Secret
Highpoint
Legacy
Take Note
St. Croix Crossing
JUKEBOX "LIVE"
Benchmark
Youth Reclamation Project
Pot Luck

1. DOUBLETAKE (FWD)
Les Dergan, Gary Bolles, Chuck Landback, Bruce Morgan
2. Trade Secret (NED)
Bill Wright, Bob O’Connell, Rick Wright, Mike Maino
3. Completely Youthless (SLD)
Robert Mayeu, Don Stothard, Daniel Norton, Michael Morgan
4. Faces 4 Radio (MAD)
Bob Bristow, Brad Brooks, Mark Sanders, Jeff Winik
5. Boomers (CSD)
Kenneth Von Seggern, Roger Millnitz, Stephen Barr, David Pinkall
6. Harmony Road (PIO)
Alan Coombs, Bill Edmunds, Tom Ennis, James Johnson
7. Youth Reclamation Project (MAD)
Hardeman Jones, Mike Wallen, Roger Tarpy, Vic Owen
8. Benchmark (BHA)
Paul Roussell, Derek Cosburn, Ray Smyth, Mark Penman
9. OLD GUYS RULE (SUN)
Dick Zarfos, Robert Mitchell, Jim Woods, Hank Stromenger
10. TMI (JAD)
Dan Trakas, Kirk Roose, Rod Nixon, Al Downey
11. Just in Time (BABS)
Richard Knight, David Tanner, Colin Maskrey, Richard Curtis
12. JUKEBOX “LIVE” (SWD)
Martin Taylor, Ed Dittrich, Jack Ware, Steve Johnrud
13. Three Shades of Gray (ONT)
Larry Maw, Brad Brown, Rob Lamont, Ted Church
14. H.A.I.R. (CAR)
Jerry Troxel, Randy Freeman, Terry Silke, Jim Beehler

14
14
17
17
17
20
21
22
22
24
25
26
27
28

Just In Time
You Kids Get Off My Lawn!
Social Insecurity
Completely Youthless
All In
Boomers
Village Green
What?
Three Shades Of Gray
OLD GUYS RULE
Final Countdown
Apropos
Harmony Road
H.A.I.R

805
805
803
803
803
787
782
781
781
755
745
744
742
736

67.1
67.1
66.9
66.9
66.9
65.6
65.2
65.1
65.1
62.9
62.1
62.0
61.8
61.3

BABS
NSC
EVG
SLD
JAD
CSD
NSC
SLD
ONT
SUN
SNOBS
RMD
PIO
CAR

Ranking tie stands and is not broken per with Article VII of the BHS Contest
Rules.

15. Social Insecurity (EVG)
Gary Raze, Don Kileen, Bob Martindale, Marty Anderson
16. All In (JAD)
Don Anderson, Dave McGrath, Ernie Jackson, Mike Pilat
17. You Kids Get Off My Lawn! (NSC)
Steve Tremper, Chuck Viller, Jr., Joe Doub, John Earnhardt, Jr.
18. Pot Luck (ONT)
Morgan Lewis, Gary Morton, Barry Towner, Jim Doyle
19. Apropos (RMD)
Dave Waddell, Jack Gibbs, Jim Cole, James Curts
20. Border Patrol (ONT)
Bobby Gibson, Bob Fuest, Ron Mason, Alan Baker
21. Legacy (MAD)
Dane Marble, Rick King, Steve Peterson, Gary Rogness
22. What? (SLD)
Todd Horton, Martin Olschewske, Bob Denison, Keith Langdon
23. Take Note (ILL)
Bob McClerren, Ralph Brooks, Richard Kingdon, Edward Chapman
24. High Point (ONT)
Harry Harrison, David Ament, Darryl Cremer, Bob Wozniak
25. Village Green (NSC)
Ted Leinbach, Charlie Rose, James Nappier, Jon Vickers
26. Final Countdown (SNOBS)
Ulf Brunstedt, Kjell Lindberg, Dieter Feichtinger, Sten Palmer
27. St. Croix Crossing (LOL)
Randy Lieble, Daniel Heike, Steven Hardy, Jared Hoke
28. Stacked Deck (DIX)
Freddie Braswell, Ron Montgomery, Jim Cain, Tom Cain
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Farmington’s Cecil Garrison Honored

Youth Outreach going strong
in the Wasatch mountains
Adam Haggart, director of the Skyline chorus (Utah Valley
chapter) is a dual member of the Saltaires — in the back
row, singin' with the Provo High Chorus!

Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colorado hosted the 16th
Annual High School Honor Choir on November 8, 2012 with students from eight high schools in the Four Corners area represented.
As a part of the activities, a solo vocal competition was offered in which the winner was awarded a scholarship to become
a music major at Fort Lewis College. Five finalists were selected
from the submissions and were judged in a public performance
during the event.
The Farmington, NM chapter of the BHS
is happy to announce that chapter member
Cecil E. Garrison, who is a senior at Piedra Vista High School in Farmington, was
selected as the winner in that competition.
Cecil performed his solo during the evening
concert, accompanied by Robyn Woodard,
in front of over 500 peers, parents and community members. Because of his love for
singing, Garrison is planning a “Barbershop
Singing Workshop” for area high school men in 2013 as his Senior Project. Chapter members from Farmington and Durango,
Colorado have offered assistance in this endeavor.
Cecil joined the Farmington Chapter in 2009 and has shared
his love of four part harmony with his high school Men’s Choir
and Mixed Choirs. In August 2012, Cecil, along with fellow students tried out for the New Mexico All State Chorus in Albuquerque, NM. During their “down time” between auditions they were
singing barbershop tags outside the music hall. Young men from
high schools throughout New Mexico joined them, enjoying the
camaraderie and fun of singing “barbershop” style.

APROPOS
Longmont, Colorado
Jim Cole, bari, James Curts, bass,
Jack Gibbs, lead, Dave Waddell, tenor

Submitted by Joe Macaluso
Farmington, NM/Durango, CO dual member

PANEL OF JUDGES
ADMINSTRATOR
Chris Buechler - MAD
Randy Rensi - SWD
Curt Roberts - NED

MUSIC
Joe Cerutti - MAD
Steve Jamison - SUN
Rob Mance - CSD

PRESENTATION
Mike Lietke - LOL
Judd Orff - LOL
Gene Spilker - CSD

SINGING
Chad Guyton - DIX
Bob McFadden - JAD
David Mills - SUN

Seniors Quartet Scoresheets online: http://www.barbershop.org/images/INTL20130108_SR.OSS1.pdf
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Pueblo celebrating Christmas!
The Pueblo chapter is seeking a new
director for the Arkansas River Chorus
because Betty Bray has retired after six
years with the chorus. We are now looking for a new leader.

Director Betty Bray “setting the stage!”

Unexpected Pleasure

The photos are all about our Christmas concert. We did two performances
at the First United Methodist church in
Pueblo. We had a story line about life
through the ages over Christmases, with
a child actor and various singers representing the aging process. Ross Campbell was the final line guy telling about
experiences.
Both the Major Tones and Unexpected Pleasure sang for the appreciative crowd. Bob & Rose Salcetti set the
scene for the production, talking about
how children react with new presents and
playing with boxes instead of the toys. We
sang to an audience of about 125 people.
The show was free admission, with a donation box!
Roger Bray

BETTY BRAY

Chorus enjoying some “ho ho” harmony

Rose & Bob Salcetti

MAJOR CHORDS

From the young …..

…. to the young at heart!
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The tradition of barbershop harmony
is alive and well in Ogallala, Nebraska. A
group of approximately twenty-four men,
from places like Julesburg, Colorado;
Arthur, Brule, Grant, Madrid, North Platte
and Ogallala, Nebraska gather every
Tuesday evening in Ogallala for rehearsals. They represent all walks of life, including farmers, ranchers, educators,
college and high school students, and
even a real barber. Many are retired.
They all have one thing in common: they
like to sing!

In addition to the “sing-outs,” we presented our annual spring show “A Tribute to America.” At that
show we also hosted a
barbershop quartet from
Denver; Sweet Adelines
quartet Smile, and the
Equally Delinquent. Our
show highlights included
a mixed octet performing
Lida Rose/I Will Fall and
a chorus ballad written by Steve
Schwartzkopf — It’s not Junk.

The group is called
“The Cowboy Capitol
Chorus,” reflecting the
western heritage of the
Ogallala, Nebraska region. They are led by
Susan Kelton, a retired
school music teacher.

In the fall we sponsored a Sterling,
Colorado based Sweet Adelines show
performance in Ogallala. The group is
now working on our annual Spring 2013
show March 23rd with a Western theme.

In the past year the chapter has been
involved in many community events
throughout the region, having “sing-outs”
at assisted living and nursing homes in
Ogallala and Grant, participating as entertainers at fund raising dinners, singing
Christmas Carols (in good old-fashioned
barbershop harmony) at community
events in Grant and North Platte, participating in parades in Madrid, Ogallala
(winning one of the parade trophies) and
North Platte; and singing for the Nebraska
Bicycle Ride group of approximately 600
that gathered in Arthur, Nebraska.

Harmony Sweepstakes
Coming Soon!
The 29th Annual Harmony Sweepstakes A Cappella Festival is coming
soon in 2013. You'll recall that our own
quartet Da Capo (MAD) won the National
Championship and Audience Favorite in
2011, and our own Rooftop Rhythm
(ILL) won the Chicago regional in 2012!
The 2013 Regional schedule is as follows:

The Cowboy Capital Chorus is always open to new members. All that is
required is an interest in singing Barbershop style music. Chapter meetings are
held at the Congregational Church on
Spruce Street in Ogallala, every Tuesday
evening from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm, followed by refreshments and fellowship.

Mid-Atlantic - February 23
Chicago - March 9
San Francisco Bay Area - March 9
Pacific North West - March 16
New York - March 30
Los Angeles - April 6
Boston - April 14
Denver - TBA

For more information contact

The winning vocal groups from all the
regional competitions will go to the National Finals, to be held on Saturday, May
18, 2013 (location TBA). For more information and entry deadlines, see the Harmony Sweepstakes website. And, if you
enter, please let us know so we can root
for you!

President Leon Regier
76150 Road 329
Grant, NE 69140
(308) 352-4544 or (308) 352-8584
Editor Vance Nelson

Nebraska Days float
The chorus responded to another
very special “sing-out” request for a
group of military veterans annual gathering held with the State Commander
in North Platte, Nebraska.

December chorus performances will
include Dec. 13 6:30 pm at the Womens
Correctional Facility. On Dec. 14th at
noon, we will sing for 30 minutes at the
Stevens Performing Arts Center. On
Dec. 20th, we will perform that evening at
6:30 pm for the residents of Cottonwood
Cove.

Our 2012 leaders

EQUALLY DELINQUENT
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Active RMD Editors

Steve Jackson
I was just reading
the Evergreen District
newsletter, the Timbre,
January 2013, edited
by veteran editor Mike
Lanctot. His editorial really struck a
chord. With his permission, I offer a
slightly edited version to the members of
the RMD:
“I would like to ask every chapter president and the chapter leadership team to consider a regular published chapter bulletin by
giving a serious “look-see” as a goal for 2013.
In this day and age the actual design and publishing of a bulletin is neither costly nor time
consuming. You’ll need to find an editor by
getting a willing member to give it a try.
You'll need a few key members to submit an
undertaking article or talking points. Your
first bulletin doesn’t have to be massive.
A one sheet version should suffice for
most chapters. The point is to have a regular
communication between your chapter leadership and the members. The wives and girlfriends of your members will enjoy reading
the news and will be a lot more comfortable
about what’s going on. It sure beats “the look”
when you drop the news that you have a special rehearsal or performance thirty minutes
before their husband or boyfriend heads out
the door.
Lastly, feel free to give me feedback or
ideas to improve the quality of YOUR district
newsletter. Submit an article, if you wish.
Purchase an advertisement for your upcoming
show or activity (the rates are on the last page
of all publications). Our goal is to provide a
monthly newsletter that’s relevant and fulfills
your information needs.
If I’m not on your mailing list, it makes it
hard to report upon chapters when we’re NOT
getting “the news!” Send your comments to
the editor; I hope to hear from you soon.
__________________________________________________________________

There are many resources available
through PROBE for ANY editor, whether
you’re a veteran or a rookie, it doesn’t
matter. Check out the PROBE website
<barbershop.org/probe> to see what I
mean. We are much more than just an
organization that holds contests. We have
mentor programs available, PROBE is an
educational, motivational subsidiary of the
BHS. Our bulletin judges don’t just score,
we offer advice and support (most of us
love to tweak each others materials —
hee, hee), too. Ten bucks a year — gain
75 friends instantly!

Albuquerque, NM
“The Serenader”
Chris Madigan
(quarterly)
madigcjnk@msn.com
Colby, Kansas
“on-line notes”
Steve Ottum
(weekly)
ottserv5@gmail.com
Denver, Colo.
“Mountain Talk”
Steve Jackson
(monthly)
sjjbullead@comcast.net
Durango, Colo.
“On Track”
Carroll “Pete” Peterson
(as needed)
compete@frontier.net
Grand Junction, Colo.
“Bookclef”
Carroll Owen
(monthly)
crlptow@msn.net
Longmont, Colo.
“long notes”
Gil Norris
(monthly)
ghn@infonline.net

I got a call from Craige Baker in
Pocatello, busting buttons because he’s
recruited member Ken Tennant as their
new webmaster to help offset the loss of
editor Harold Catmull.
Website is <pocatellobarbershop.info>.
Ken’s email is kstennant@cableone.net
It looks like 13 men are singing with
the Idaho Gateway chorus but they can
still boast of three quartets: the popular
SoundScape: Russ Wood, tenor, Gary
Dunn, lead, Christopher Midgyette,
bass, Mike Louden, bari (no recent photo
available),

Montrose, Colo.
“Canyon Chords”
Bill Sutton
(monthly)
WillieSut@aol.com
Rapid City, SD
“Voice of Rushmore”
John Elving
(monthly)
leaderman@wildblue.net
_______________________
There are eight active editors in the 34
chapter RMD, 28% worth. It would be
interesting to see what the average is,
Society wide, with the onset of online
communications! That shouldn’t deter any
aspiring editors out there since all of us
communicate and distribute our bulletins
on-line. Colby is the only chapter without
a website (sounds like it’s time to raid the
local college for a webmaster, guys!).
Actually that’s not a bad idea!

the entertaining Vocal Mischief: Rich
Koch, tenor, Tony Christensen, lead,
Brian Foster, bass, David Baeder, bari,

and the newly formed ReZound, Brad
Gower, tenor, Tyler Frederickson, lead,
Shane Frederickson, bass, Don Rommel, bari.
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The link below is a newspaper article about the Oil City Slickers and may be of interest to all!
http://trib.com/lifestyles/home-and-garden/casper-s-barbershop-chorus-the-oil-city-slickers-sings-to/
article_042fc0d6-6f67-54f2-9c4f-fa14f73295b4.html
We have made a few updates to our web site. http://casperbarbershopharmony.com/ — Steve Lunsford

Casper's Barbershop chorus, the Oil City Slickers,
sings to preserve a classic American style
By Kristy Gray
Star Tribune staff writer
It’s 10 minutes to show time, and two
tenors have yet to show. The Oil City
Slickers, donning matching maroon shirts
and black bow ties, switch to plan B: Director Micah Maxwell will sing tenor instead of the lower registers he usually
sings and instead of the harmonies he
has been practicing for this performance
at the Casper Senior Center. He blows a
“G” into the tuning pipe. The four singers
answer. “Are we having trouble finding
that first note?” Maxwell asks. They try
again, sing a few bars and, “Nope. No.
That's not it.”
A last-minute emergency meant one
tenor couldn’t make it. That already
throws off all the embellishments the singers have rehearsed for the show. Another
tenor didn't know if he'd make it home
from work in time for the performance,
and nobody's heard from him for a while.
"That's the problem. I'm the director and
I'm singing the tenor," says Maxwell, a
perfectionist who wants to show professionalism even in the face of these minidisasters.
The Oil City Slickers are in the middle of a rebuilding phase, trying to preserve a style of harmony originated and
perfected in American barbershops. At it’s
height, the chorus performed with 30 to
35 singers. Now, they hope to recruit
enough members to consistently start
each show with 12.

They wait a few more minutes, practicing
the new arrangement in a back room. But
the show must go on. They take the floor
with five instead of seven, what they call a
VLQ: a very large quartet.
Barbershop harmony is characterized
by its consonant four-part chords on
every melody note. It is super-close harmony, with four notes stacked on top of
each other. Singers are forever working
for that ringing chord and the barbershop
tag. “It’s the sweet spot of the song where
all the chords melt together, and it’s just
really cool,” Maxwell said. “It’s like a narcotic. When you hit it, it’s fun. But you
need more.”
Barbershop dates all the way back to
African Americans singing in crop fields,
practicing harmony as a way to pass the
time, said bass singer Steve Lunsford,
an Oil City Slicker for 27 years. In the
late 1800s and early 1900s, the style migrated to barbershops which were
neighborhood gathering places. Men, and
particularly African American men, harmonized while they waited. The style
faded by the 1920s.
In 1938, Owen Clifton Cash invited
14 men singers to the roof of the Tulsa
Club in Tulsa, Okla., according to the
Barbershop Harmony Society, the first
national organization formed to promote
and preserve barbershop music. Cash
sent the men sheet music of barbershop
classics and a letter: “It is our purpose to
start right in at the first, sing every song,
in numerical order, plow right down the
middle and let the chips fall where they
will.

Mel Koslowsky performs with
the Oil City Slickers barbershop
chorus on Monday, Dec 10, 2012
at the Central Wyoming Senior
Center in Casper. The baritone
was recruited by a member of
his church choir eight months ago.

“What could be sweeter than 10 or 12
perfectly synchronized male voices singing 'Dear Old Girl!' Just thinking about it
brought back to your Committee fond
memories of a moonlight night, a hay ride
and the soft young blonde visitor from
Kansas City we dated on that occasion
years ago." The letter asked the singers
to bring a friend. Twenty-six men showed
up. That meeting is considered the first of
the Barbershop Harmony Society, which
is today the largest national barbershop
group boasting 25,000 members.
The Oil City Slickers are a chapter of
that society. The group started in 1968
with a bunch of lawyers, doctors and a
judge or two, Lunsford said. At its height,
45 men were members and they could
count on 30 to 35 people committing to
each performance. When Casper crashed
in the 1980s, so did the chapter. Though
their numbers dropped, a few kept it going.
The chapter began rebuilding in the
2000s. They had a dynamic director, Patrick Lewis, who motivated singers to join
and stay on. Micah Maxwell joined in
2002, and hopes to lead the Oil City
Slickers back to that level of excitement.
The local numbers also reflect declining
membership across the country.
It's a style worth saving, the barbershoppers say. Barbershop is sung without
accompaniment, often without microphone. It depends on the tone of the human voice, on singers finding that ringing
chord. "We're not trying to blast your ears.
We want you to listen," said bass singer
Bob Martinson, a singer for three years.
Cont. next column

Contact Features Editor
Kristy Gray at 307-266-0586 or

kristy.gray@trib.com
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Scenes from Midwinter Convention

Casper…….cont.
The show goes on, as it must. The Oil
City Slickers sing their Christmas harmonies such as Gloria and Silent Night. The
crowd doesn't notice that two are missing.
By Jingle Bells they are slapping their
knees and singing along. "You heard this
gentleman over here ha-ha-ha-ing? He
used to be in our group and that was his
job," Steve Lunsford tells the crowd.
These men know that the chorus isn't
what they used to be. They also know
what they could be. Hear a barbershop
chorus that has all the parts, that's finding
all the sweet spots, and you'll hear an art
form uniquely American. It's an old craft
worth preserving.
The group is actively recruiting new
members. “We prefer at least 12 people
for a performance. That’s the magic number where you have the right distribution
of parts, every sound is right and we’re
cooking,” Lunsford said. With 20-plus
singers, they can hone in on what they
want to be.

If you are interested in joining
visit the group’s website
www.casperbarbershopharmony.com
Or contact
Membership vice president
Steve Lunsford
307-472-4722
stvlu@bresnan.net

New Years Resolution: Get New Music!
Chapter Secretaries:
2013 ASCAP Reporting Form
ASCAP has announced a slight
increase in its minimum annual
fee for 2013, to $235.00. The percentages to gross revenue in Section B remain the same. The new
reporting form is available online.

Kick off the new year right by adding these great arrangements
to your repertoire!
Celebrate Harmony, arr. Joe Liles
Consider Yourself, arr. Tom Gentry
For Sale, One Broken Heart, arr. Val Hicks
My Cup Runneth Over, arr. Ardeth Fullmer
Stand By Me, arr. Steve Delehanty
There is Love Wherever There is a Song, arr. Steve Delehanty
For each song, there is an online preview available including the first page and
a 30-second track.
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RMD CHAPTER BARBERSHOPPERS OF THE YEAR

Ralph Fennell
Denver MountainAires

Dan George
Denver Mile High

Brian Marsh
Colo. Springs Pikes Peak

Bob

Jack Cronkhite
Grand Junction

Bob Reed
Longmont

Paul

Bob Reed receives BOTY award
from Paul West, 2011 BOTY

Del Dyck
Montrose

Larry

Del

Del Dyck receives BOTY from
President Larry Wilkinson

Come to Denver, Colorado April 26-27
ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT

Spring Convention/Quartet Prelims
Rocky Mountain Harmony College
Doubletree Hotel 4040 Quebec St. Denver, Colo. 80216 Stapleton Plaza

Hosted by the Denver MountainAires

RMD Website: www.RMDsing.org

Chapter Contacts/Websites
Chapter

Contact

Email

S-016 Burley, ID
S-083 Cache Valley, UT
S-009 Colby, KS
S-082 Garfield County, CO
S-007 Spearfish, SD
S-015 Rexburg, ID

Jim Rodgers
Todd Andrus
Steve Ottem
Larry Tallmadge
Nancy Schroeder
Rob Doolittle

jimrodg@pmt.org
andrus359@msn.com
ottserv5@gmail.com
larryt@sopris.net
jskogburg@rushmore.com
Rob_Doo@msn.com

S-005 San Juan County, NM
S-010 Santa Fe, NM
S-030 Sterling, CO
S-078 Cheyenne, WY
S-017 Los Alamos Area, NM

Carl Spencer
Charles Barbee
Jerome Goodapple
Keith Kelly
Kiernan Holland

cncspencer@gobrainstorm.com
charlesbarbee@msn.com
goodapple56@hotmail.com
krkcyswy@yahoo.com
ladsofenchantment.com

Webmaster

Website

S-022 Albuquerque, NM
S-020 Bernalillo County, NM
S-033 Billings, MT
S-001 Boulder, CO
S-079 Casper, WY

Steve Cooper
Tony Waruzewski
Brett Foster
Don Reimer
Greg Irwin

newmexichords.com
dukecitysound.com
bigskychorus.com
harmonize.com/timberliners
casperbarbershopharmony.com

S-091 CS Metro, CO
S-002 Colo. Springs, CO
S-028 Denver, CO
S-003 Denver, CO
S-024 Durango, CO

Woody Woods
Tony Howell
Paul Dover
Jim Harper
Joel Bratsch

peakexperiencechorus.org
atbchorus.com
mountainaires.com
soundoftherockies.com
durangobarbershoppers.org

S-089 Grand County, CO
S-014 Grand Junction, CO
S-004 Longmont, CO
S-006 Loveland, CO
S-037 Montrose, CO

Barton Phillips
GROUPANIZER
Paul West
Mike Wilkinson
Bill Sutton

grandchorale.org
bookcliffchorus.net
harmonize.com/longmont
valentinecitychorus.com
blackcanyonchorus.org

S-090 Ogallala, NE
S-008 Pocatello, ID
S-076 Pueblo, CO
S-018 Rapid City, SD
S-035 Salt Lake City, UT

Dan Kafka
Ken Tennant
Steve Hermanson
John Elving
Tom & Mark Melville

harmonize.com/ccc
pocatellobarbershop.info
arkansasriverchorus.org
shrineofdemocracychorus.org
beehivestatesmen.groupanizer.com

S-043 Scottsbluff, NE
S-068 Utah Valley, UT
S-081 Wasatch Front, UT

Ray Palser
Ken Hendricks
Scott Stevens

sugarvalleysingers.com
uvskyline.org
saltaires.org

Chapter

How is YOUR chapter
planning to celebrate
the 75th anniversary

of the BHS?

FACEBOOK

FACEBOOK

BLOG

PUBLISHED BY THE
ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT

Steven Jackson, editor
215 Cheyenne St. Lot 18
Golden, CO 80403
720 389-8739
sjjbullead@comcast.net

PROUD MEMBER OF PROBE

The 2013 Rocky Mountain Harmony College will be part of the RMD Spring Convention

RMD Calendar of Events
RMD Secretary Pasco Scarpella
*Preliminary Clearance Dates reserved without BMI license until
6 months before the event
** Dates not reserved until BMI license issued

2013
March 9
*Denver MountainAires Show
Old School
March 16-17
Denver Mile High Show
April 20
Longmont Show
Bangarang
April 26-27
RMD Spring Convention
Rocky Mountain Harmony College
Doubletree Hotel (Stapleton)
Denver, Colo.
May 11
Mt. Rushmore Show
New Performing Arts Center

May 17-18
Albuquerque Show
Storm Front
Desert Springs church
June 15
Montrose Show
Montrose Pavilion
June 30-July 7
International Convention, Toronto
Oct 11-13
RMD Fall Convention
Cheyenne, Wyoming
Holiday Inn, headquarters
Cheyenne Civic Center

Leadership Academy dates for the
West and East schools have not
been finalized yet.

2014
Jan 28-Feb 2
Midwinter, Long Beach
April 25-26
RMD Spring Convention
Sept 26-27
RMD Fall Convention

SELL SINGING

VALENTINES!

