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Your newly elected 2013 Board of Directors
for the Rocky Mountain District are:

Kevin Pape
President
John Elving
Executive Vice President
Pasco Scarpella
Secretary
Roger McClelland
Treasurer
Lee Taylor
Immediate Past President

The 2013 Operations Team
Jeff Click
Music & Performance VP
Bob Fox
Financial & Member Services VP
(regional Harmony Foundation representative)
Rod Sgrignoli
Events VP
Tony Pranaitis
Youth in Harmony VP
Woody Woods
Marketing & Public Relations VP
Anthony Pennington
Chorus Director Development VP
John Coffin
Contest & Judging VP
Brett Foster
Chapter Support & Leadership Training VP
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RMD Vision Statement — Enriching lives in the
Rocky Mountain District through singing in harmony

BOARD OF DIRECTORS & OPERATIONS TEAM

President
Lee Taylor

Imm. Past President
Woody Woods
719 528-8702
woody@grwffyn.com

303 775-1054
kevsingslead@comcast.net

Chapter Support
Leadership Training VP
CARA Coordinator
Brett Foster

Chorus Director
Development VP
Bob Fox

Contest & Judging VP
John Coffin

801 576-9384
lee.taylor@msn.com

406 661-1538
bfblgs@hotmail.com

Music & Performance
VP
Jeff Click
303 655-0854
jclick@msn.com

303 980-1870
cat4lead@yahoo.com

Youth In Harmony VP
Carlos Aguayo
505 349-8603
caguayo@gmail.com

Exec. Vice President
Kevin Pape

303 922-3804
johnrcoffin@comcast.net

Secretary
Dick Stark

1424 S. Dover Way
Lakewood, CO 80232
303 986-3026
luronp@msn.com

Treasurer
Dave Myers

160 S. 42nd Street
Boulder, CO 80303-3357
303 448-9422
davemsr@xpert.net

Society Rep. 2011-12
Bill Biffle

Events VP
Rod Sgrignoli

Financial & Member
Services VP
Dr. Tony Pranaitis

Marketing & PR VP
John Elving

720 981-1246
sgrig@aol.com

Dan Clark
danjama@scottsbluff.net

RMD Barbershopper Of The Year

303 233-6234
TonyChiro@juno.com

Editor
Steve Jackson

215 Cheyenne St. Lot 18
Golden, CO 80403
720 389-8739
sjjbullead@comcast.net

505 246-9090
bbiffle@brgcc.com

605 381-9680
leadermanje@gmail.com
Acting RMD webmaster

Webmaster
John Elving

605 381-9680
leadermanje@gmail.com
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Vocal Expressions

is published five times yearly
Jan/Feb, March/April, May/June,
Aug/Sept & Nov/Dec issues
are posted online
Send articles, photos, ads,
business cards, news, etc.
in ASCII text, jpgs, text only,
pdf, or Word documents.
Subscription price is
$5.00 per year.

VE DEADLINES
Jan/Feb: Dec 20
March/April: Feb 20
June/July: May 20
Aug/Sept: July 20
Nov/Dec: Oct 20

FASTLANE

SURROUND SOUND

Bruce Henson Really enjoyed our Sound of the Rockies performance for Augustana Lutheran Arts concert Saturday night, Oct. 27th, particularly Music of the
Night and Impossible Dream. We are lucky to have world class leadership and
coaching to produce great harmony music!
Steve Zimmerman Led by music director Darin Drown and associate director
Chris Vaughn, Denver's Sound of the Rockies performed “Broadway Showstoppers” on Saturday, October 27, at Augustana Lutheran Church in Denver, as part of
the Augustana Arts Series. Many in the enthusiastic audience were being exposed to
barbershop for the first time. Also featured on the show were emcee Rick Crandall,
chapter quartets Fastlane and Surround Sound, and special guest quartet Vocality, who are visiting Denver from their home in Sweden to compete in the upcoming
Sweet Adelines International Convention.

Thanks Steve Zimmerman/Sherry/Jamie for making some great photos.

ADVERTISING RATES
PER ISSUE
Center spread
Two pages
$200.00
Full page
7.25 x 9.75
$125.00
1/2 page
4.75 x 7.25
$ 75.00
1/3 page
7.25 x 3.50
$ 50.00
1/4 page
3.50 x 4.75
$ 40.00
Business Card
1.75 x 3.25
$ 5.00
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Denver MountainAires Editor #1

Lee Taylor
jaguarbari@msn.com

Fall Convention
This was some event! With a renewed emphasis on participation and
fun, the fall convention in Albuquerque featured classes,
woodshedding and social opportunities. Our barbershop
lives are not usually dominated by competition. Why
shouldn't our conventions mirror that emphasis? This convention marked a new direction for the Rocky Mountain
District; we all want events that are inclusive and fun.
With KJ McAleesejergins representing the Harmony
Foundation, there was a lot of attention paid to our support
of this vital organization. RMD has distinguished itself as a
trendsetter in the area of President's Council and Ambassadors of Song memberships. After the convention, KJ
sent a letter that generously acknowledges our support of
Harmony Foundation. Quoting in part, "You have truly set
the standard...in how a district as a whole can respond to
the charge we have all been given to secure the future of
our art form." As Rocky Mountain District members, we
can all take pride in our leadership in this important aspect
of our hobby.

Great to see editor Steve Jackson
attending Oct. 30.
President Dick Cable finally
presents him with the PROBE
Award! We are SO PROUD of him.
#1 in the Society! Whoo hoo!
Director Priscilla Shaw

Leadership Academy
October 27 marked the west side Leadership Academy
in Lindon, Utah. Though only two chapters attended, the
headcount was significant, as Utah Valley and Salt Lake
City (both CARA plateau winners) sent many officers and
chapter members to share successes and explore opportunities for growth. The east side school, planned for November 17 in Denver, will feature Paul Ellinger and his
"Supercharging Your Chapter" presentation. If your chapter couldn't attend the school in Lindon, I hope you'll consider coming to Denver. Contact Brett Foster for more
details.

Spring Convention and
Rocky Mountain Harmony College
As many of you know, attendance at our spring conventions has been disappointing for many years, largely
due to the focus on qualifying quartets for International at
the expense of other, more inclusive activities. That all
changes in April of 2013, as we combine the convention
with RMHC into one grand event with top quartet performances, classes in all aspects of barbershop craft, and
participation galore. Because it all happens in Denver, in
the spring, the rigors of driving to Estes Part in February
are eliminated. For competitors, there's the added benefit
of singing about three thousand feet lower in altitude.

Learning and singing at Stapleton

WHAT A WEEKEND!

Becky Whalen ignores Gil’s surprise at her filing system at the convention
registration desk.
The Serenader, Albuquerque, NM, Chris Madigan, BE

A Convention Like No Other!
Join the barbershop family in celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the Barbershop Harmony Society June 30 through July 7,
2013, in beautiful Toronto, Ontario! Enjoy the huge historical artifacts display, to include costumes, trophies and other unique
items. Ringmasters and Lemon Squeezy will be coming back
from across the pond to help celebrate as well.
While you're there, take in the sights and sounds of Toronto!
For instance, the CN Tower, pictured below, was recently nominated one of the Seven Wonders of the Modern World, featuring
glass floor observation decks (where it is rumored one of our
quartets will sing from, but we're not saying yet who these crazy
guys are) and a revolving restaurant. And, if seeing Niagara Falls
is on your bucket list, this is the time to make it happen, it's only
an hour and a half away! See Niagara Falls and celebrate our
75th! What a combination!

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
RMD Exec. VP

Kevin Pape

What a New Mexican
Weekend of Harmony!
What a Fall Convention! Beautiful Albuquerque in the
fall, what could be better? Oh and don’t forget the New
Mexican chili. Toni and I took a short holiday on our return
trip and spent some time in Santa Fe enjoying more New
Mexican hospitality, food, and shopping with good friends.
But back to the convention...our attendance was down this
year, but that didn’t keep the fun from happening. I only
wish more of my friends could have been there. If you read
the rest of my article, I think you will see that there is a
new feel for RMD Events resulting from member input so,
read on.
This year’s event featured numerous class and learning opportunities taught by many of the contest judges as
well as our own Jeff Click, and the incomparable Raisha
Quinn, director of the Grand Junction Bookcliff Chorus.
For the first time in quite a while, an AHSOW Room was
open throughout the weekend. All offerings were very well
attended and received glowing reviews. Another change
was included in the weekend as well. The Saturday chorus
contest featured seven choruses and included genuine
coaching sessions on risers instead of the customary evaluation sessions. The format was well attended by chorus
members because they all were able to stand on the risers
and experience the judges’ feedback and immediately put
the information into action as they received coaching. Yep,
another home run!
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If that’s not enough to spark a fresh RMD Convention
and festival spirit, the Saturday night Quartet Finals began
earlier to get everyone to the Afterglow and yes, the Hospitality Suites earlier in the evening. We held our customary
Afterglow in one of the Hotel Ballrooms but there were also
Hospitality Suites hosted by our RMD President and First
Lady, Harmony Foundation, our host chapter, the Duke
City Sound, and Sound Of The Rockies. Quartets and
crowds were to be seen and heard throughout the night
and into the wee hours of Sunday morning.
As you can see, your Events team in concert with our
VP of Music and Performance, and VP of Contest and
Judging have done a stellar job of working together in response to District members’ requests to make a weekend
that is more than a contest and provide better opportunities for casual singing, education, and fellowship. Albuquerque was just the beginning. Just wait for what’s next!
As spring 2013 approaches, we’ll continue the reinvention/refreshing of the RMD. The Spring Convention
and Quartet Preliminary Contest will be held in Denver at
the Red Lion Inn conveniently located off of I-10 and Quebec Ave. The entire event will be housed in the headquarters hotel and feature not only the Quartet Prelims but
Rocky Mountain Harmony College.
After much discussion and review of member feedback,
RMHC has been rescheduled into the spring to make travel more reliable. Some of the contest judges as well as
some of our District’s heavy hitters will teach RMHC classes. Jeff Click and John Coffin are already hard at work
to ensure the weekend schedule is well laid out to provide
many opportunities to do more than watch a contest. Quartets regardless of whether they enter the Prelims will be
able to be coached by some of our Society’s best coaches.
There will be class offerings and time for casual singing
and fellowship.
So make your plans now, get your quartet registered,
form a quartet and come, but above all else, mark your
calendars and plan to spend a harmony packed weekend
with your brothers in harmony. Keep an eye on our website <www.rmdsing.org> for more details as they become
available.

Orlando Offers Fun For Everyone!
Florida sunshine, show sets from Ringmasters, Ambassadors of Harmony, Rusty Pipes, Musical Island Boys, A
Mighty Wind, Masterpiece, Main Street, and Lemon Squeezy,
exciting Youth Chorus Festival, Seniors Quartet Competition,
Golf tournament, Disney, Universal, Kennedy Space Center, the
beach—so many reasons to com to Orlando January 8 - 13!

Paramount advances from 7th place and Novice Quartet Champion
in 2011 to third place in 2012 competition.
Albuquerque, NM The Serenader, Chris Madigan, editor

Youth Choruses: the Sixth Annual Harmony Foundation International Youth Barbershop Chorus Festival is January 11, 2013,
in Orlando, Florida. That's IN ADDITION TO the FREE three
nights stay at the fabulous Rosen Shingle Creek Resort. Already
15 choruses have signed up, and this Youth Chorus Festival
should break the record set in Las Vegas. All rooms and events
are under one roof at the luxurious Rosen Shingle Creek Resort
Register and make your room reservation now!

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS

PAGE 6

NOV/DEC 2012

Member Services VP

Imm. Past President

Tony Pranaitis

Woody Woods

While our Society is currently seeing it’s
greatest growth in the younger age groups
(thanks to the work of Harmony Foundation), we are still experiencing even greater decline (as one might logically expect)
in the older age groups (disability, illness
and death) and our overall membership continues to shrink.
However, with the advent of Operation Harold Hill, an optional
Society-wide campaign, many chapters are now evaluating and
enthusiastically implementing recruitment programs which ARE
working. Actually, the programs don’t really “work & help” the
MEMBERS work! A primary outgrowth of this campaign is
chapters “getting their house in order” for their anticipated
guests. This involves assigning jobs to members (something
everyone should have) their personal contribution to the success
of the chapter) and making the meeting nights “compellingly
attractive” (to borrow a phrase from the late Chuck Greene,
whose research and development is what 90% of our chapters
need).
Currently, we are losing two members for every one we bring in.
This is not a recipe for success. We need to turn that around
(bring IN two members for every one who does not renew).
Each chapter needs to find out WHY a member does not renew,
and if the problem is ours, then fix it so others don’t leave for the
same reason. And when we correct these reasons, we make our
meetings more attractive for our current members AND our
guests. The Society that exists to serve us in our personal enjoyment and fulfillment through harmonizing is something worth
supporting as we seek to preserve the art form and encourage
others to enjoy it (remember the “P.E.” in SPEBSQSA?).
A Society without members would cease to exist, and so would
the barbershop art form. The future of Operation Harold Hill is
yet to be decided. I for one hope that it continues, as I have seen
revitalized enthusiasm in participating chapters that needs to be
ongoing.
Because I will be rotating back into the Young Men In Harmony
VP position on the RMD Operations Team (Carlos Aguayo is
moving out of the district) my Member Services (and Harmony
Foundation) roles will be filled by Bob Fox beginning January
1. Whether or not Operation Harold Hill continues as a program, I hope all chapters will continue to utilize recruitment and
retention efforts that have begun this year, and all members will
think of themselves as emulators of the “Harold Hill” that Meredith Willson created—a vibrant, optimistic, life-changer who
saw music as the cure for most ailments. I hope that you are
proud to be a member of this great fraternity of harmony singers.
Thanks.

RMD Cares!
It’s been six years since I took office as EVP after serving as VP for
Marketing and Public Relations and
traveled the road through President and IPP. Now I’m
heading back to the Marketing and Public Relations position. What has that six years told me? The Rocky Mountain District cares. It cares about its membership whether
they are newly joined or 50+ year members. It cares about
its quartets whether they’re Novice or a International representative. It cares about its choruses from youth choruses
going to Mid-Winter to International Representative and all
choruses in between. It cares about its chapters from the
struggling less than 10 member chapters to its over 175
member chapter.
How do I know this?
Membership: we have classes at each RMHC on the
Society, the District and the communications between
them and the member.
Quartets: we provide a stipend to those quartets going
to International and classes and coaching for those
who want it.
Choruses: we provide a stipend to those choruses going to International and the youth choruses going to
mid-Winter.
Chapters: we provide mentoring for each chapter from
a member of the Board of Directors and recognize
their accomplishments through the CARA awards each
fall.
This is all accomplished through the generosity of you,
the members of the Rocky Mountain District. Your District
dues help defray the costs of RMHC; your Donor choice to
the District helps defray the costs of sending Youth choruses to mid-Winter; your enthusiasm and willingness to
engage new members at conventions and schools helps
keep those new members as part of our District and Society.
September 2012 was a high water mark in the generosity of the Rocky Mountain District! During the week that
included the Fall Convention we added 43 new Presidents’
Council members to the roster of those giving to Harmony
Foundation and the House of Delegates passed the resolution recommended by the Board of Directors to provide a
“share” {$10,000} in the Youth Chorus Festival at midWinter!
I cannot be prouder of the District and I thank you for
the opportunity to serve as EVP, President and IPP over
this past six years.
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Incoming Secretary

Pasco Scarpella
It is my pleasure to be joining the Board
of Rocky Mountain District as the new secretary. I have been preparing all year, so the
transition from my predecessor, Dick Stark,
will be seamless and uneventful. Dick will be
a tough act to follow! He has been extremely
organized and responsive to the needs of the RMD membership.
I have come to know Dick well this past year, and we are alike in
many ways. My plan is to follow his lead, to be responsive and on
top of all issues under the purview of the RMD secretary. My
pledge to you is to respond as close to “immediately” as possible
to your questions and concerns. Generally, I can get back to you
within a few minutes to a few hours. If I do not know the answer, I
will find out the answer for you. I am looking forward to the challenge!
As a way of an introduction, I wanted to share what I love
about barbershop. My background is by way of 30 years of community theatre. I started my own community theatre in 1990, and
Coal Creek Community Theater is still
going strong after 23 years. My wife,
whom I married in 2006, is a barbershopper having sung with both High
Country and Skyline choruses, and
sung with the comic quartet Double
Treble. She finally convinced me to go
to my first Sound of the Rockies rehearsal, just over eight years ago, while
we were still dating. Since then, I have
had the good fortune to receive five International chorus medals, and competed with two different quartets.
Barbershop is the best of all worlds. There are many things
you can do, and still call yourself a “barbershopper.” You can
sing in a quartet, or a chorus. You can sing polecats with your
friends (or strangers for that matter) at various events. You can
choose to go into directing or judging. You can arrange and compose to expand our library of music. You can get education via
RMD colleges or Harmony U to become a better musician. You
can thrive in the world of politics for those of us sick individuals
who like that sort of thing! You can just be a fan, and attend
shows by various barbershop groups, and enjoy this genre of
music. I would dare say there is probably no hobby with more
diverse opportunities for self-fulfillment. Most of us do some combination of several of these things.
My view is that all of these various ways to express oneself in
barbershop are equally important. All of them are equally valuable in the way someone can find their own inner peace and fulfillment. I do not place a value of one over the other. We can all find
that niche of what makes us happy in our hobby. At this stage in
my musical life, I am on a quest to become a better musician. I
am seriously studying the piano, and learning the intricacies of
music theory. I enjoy composing and arranging in my spare time.
This is my inner peace. For whatever I have to bring to this art
form, I am pleased to call myself a “barbershopper!”
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In Fond
Memory
William Owen Dyar Sr.
April 20, 1921 – June 25, 2012
William Owen Dyar, Sr. passed away June 25 in Grand
Junction, Colorado. He was 91. A funeral mass in celebration of
his life took place at Immaculate Heart of Mary church, 10:30
a.m., Wed. August 22, 2012. The chorus sang Going Home and
Nearer My God to Thee.
The son of Owen Pence and Mina Dyar, Bill was born in
Fort Morgan, and later moved to Craig, Colo., where he graduated from Moffat County High School in 1939, and later attended
Colorado College. He served in the U.S. Navy as a Pharmacist
Mate 1st Class on the USS Girasol during World War II. He
worked as a pharmacist, married Charlotte; lived in both Craig
and Grand Junction and raised three children, Andrea, William
and James. Bill and Charlotte celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 2006, prior to Charlotte's passing in 2007.
Bill was a passionate music fan who played
trumpet and even once auditioned for the
Benny Goodman Band. He loved big band
and swing music and progressive jazz, and
later sang for years with the Bookcliff chorus. He performed with the chorus several
times at the Junior College World Series
baseball tournament in Grand Junction. Bill's
warm personality was often reflected in his whimsical sense of
humor. Memorial contributions may be made to
Alpine Hospice
2764 Compass Drive, Ste 110
Grand Junction, CO 81506
Condolences to the family may be left at
www.martinmortuary.com
The Daily Sentinel, August 19, 2012

Sept 2012 Bookclef bulletin, Owen Carlson, BE
Grand Junction, Colorado
RMD Board “taking care of business at the Fall Convention
Thanks, Mike Deputy!
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RMD Marketing & PR VP

John Elving

Communication

Is the Key
Wow! Christmas is suddenly upon us and it isn’t even
Halloween yet (as least when I’m writing this). Soon it will
be the new year and time for Singing Valentines and then
of course our annual Spring shows. How does time fly by
so quickly? I know they say as you age, time goes quicker,
but this is ridiculous!
What this all means is that every RMD chapter has a lot
on the plate and that also means a lot of work for marketing and publicizing each chapter and chorus. There are
some who do a very good job of this, and then there are
the rest of us (whoever that may be). Each of these functions takes a lot of publicity to fill the seats of your venues.
Unfortunately, most chapters leave it to one person to take
care of it all. Of course that person must also learn the music like everyone else, hold down a paying job, keep the
family happy, all the while being in constant contact with
newspapers, doing websites, making and distributing posters, talking to radio and TV people, and the list goes on—
have you given that person a Superman outfit?
In actuality, and in a perfect world, the two jobs, marketing and public relations, should be just that—two jobs
done by two different people. They may seem very much
the same, but are two different animals, so to speak. However, they are very much alike and both take a lot of time
to be done well. When they are done well, your chapter will
be noticed in the community.
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If what we heard at the Fall Convention in New Mexico
is correct, the average age of guys joining the Society is
19 years of age. Yet the average age of the Society itself
is in the upper 60s. How do we communicate with those
two groups, and all the groups in between? That is the
challenge of not only every chapter, but also every district
and the Society itself. Because of technology moving so
fast, never has it been harder to communicate with all our
members and still stay within a reasonable level of spending.
There are some exciting new things
that are going to be happening within
the Society, but also within the Rocky
Mountain District as we try to bridge that
gap in the future and be able to communicate with every one of our members. The well qualified man who will be
taking over this position in the next year,
Woody Woods, has some great ideas
for making communication happen.
As your newly elected Executive Vice President, I will
be working with Woody as we implement these things—
some old, some new. It is our desire to communicate better with you, the members of the RMD, in the best ways
we can, all the while remembering that this is not our only
job. And, we are always looking for feedback from the
members so that we can better communicate with you all.
Remember, there are no bad ideas, even though all ideas
can’t and won’t be used. Also remember that communication is a two-way thing. Your input is requested and needed.
See you at one of the Leadership Academies or at the
Spring Convention/Rocky Mountain Harmony College in
Denver.

Now, to address a slightly different subject. How many
of you are well versed in communication with several different generations? That seems to be a problem for all of
us, yet that’s what we expect from our M & PR VPs. They
need to communicate all the vital information to those who
only read printed versions of anything, those who will access a webpage if needed, those who rely on web pages,
those who are somewhat familiar with Facebook, only because they want to see what’s going on in their grandchildren’s lives, those who regularly communicate via Facebook or some other Social Media source, and those who
rely on Twitter and texting. The first group generally
doesn’t understand what the last group is doing most of
the time, and the last group doesn’t understand why the
first group can’t do what they do in communicating with
others.

Deadline for the Jan/Feb Vocal
Expressions is Dec 20th

Oz Wehlander leads barbershoppers Jeff Click, Jim Gallagher, and Jerry
Quintana in improvising harmonies at the AHSOW room at the 2012 RMD
Fall Convention
Thanks, Chris Madigan, Serenader, Nov. 2012, Albuquerque, NM
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Incoming VP

Harmony Sweepstakes Coming Soon!
The 29th Annual Harmony Sweepstakes A Cappella Festival is coming
soon in 2013. You'll recall that our own
quartet Da Capo (MAD) won the National
Championship and Audience Favorite in
2011, and our own Rooftop Rhythm
(ILL) won the Chicago regional in 2012!
The 2013 Regional schedule is as follows:
Mid-Atlantic - February 23
Chicago - March 9
San Francisco Bay Area - March 9
Pacific North West - March 16
New York - March 30
Los Angeles - April 6
Boston - April 14
Denver - TBA
The winning vocal groups from all the
regional competitions will go to the National Finals, to be held on Saturday, May
18, 2013 (location TBA). For more information and entry deadlines, see the Harmony Sweepstakes website. And, if you
enter, please let us know so we can root
for you!

Anthony Pennington has been a barbershopper for 21 years.
He obtained a bachelors in Music Education
from Eastern New
Mexico University and
took a high school choir director position
for a few years. He then moved to Tarleton State University to obtain a degree
in Computer Information Systems, while
serving on the music faculty.
Taking an IT job in the Dallas Metro
area, he launched his barbershop career
as director of the Arlington Good Times
and Dallas Town North chapters. He has
competed at Internationals with Dallas
Sound, and later with the Sound of the
Rockies chorus.
Relocating to Denver in 1995 he
served Denver Tech as an assistant director and sang with Denver City Limits.
Anthony has been on faculty for several
Harmony Education Programs in the
Rocky Mountain and Southwestern districts, teaching classes and coaching
quartets. Anthony has been in music ministry singing in various choirs and leading
as a director and cantor for several Catholic parishes, including directing the
Schola group for Our Lady of Loreto
Church.

Slain U.S. Ambassador to
Libya Had a Barbershop Past
U.S. Ambassador to
Libya Chris Stevens, who
was murdered in Libya
on September 11, 2012,
was remembered for his
ability to connect with
anyone, a trait that
served him well in a life
dedicated to peace and understanding.
His life of significance touched many,
including, surprisingly, the barbershop
world. Stevens sang bass in The School
Board barbershop quartet in a 1978 Piedmont, California High School production
of “The Music Man.”
His quartet mate, Chuck Dresel, remembered that Stevens excelled in choir
and musicals, and was an excellent saxophonist. Says Dresel, "Chris devoted his
life to fostering harmony. I remember him
for his great sense of humor, his love of
life, and for his endearing quality of always being interested in whatever you
had to say. He was the quintessential
bass, never flat, even-toned, rock-solid, in
life as he was in the quartet. He will be
missed."

Anthony is currently serving as the
Rocky Mountain District VP Chorus Director Development.
Anthony was Vice
President in IT for Echostar Corporation
and is currently a Customer Services Director for Oracle Corporation's On Demand services.

Society Headquarters Seeking Director
Of Educational Outreach, Growth and Development
We are seeking suggestions, referrals, and expressions of interest in the
position of Director of Educational Outreach, Growth and Development for the
Barbershop Harmony Society. This person will provide vigorous, dynamic, visionary and strategic leadership and management for the Society. Referrals
and/or expressions of interest should be sent directly to:
Patty Leveille
Society HR Manager
pleveille@barbershop.org
Applications will be accepted until Monday, November 5, 2012. Thank you
for your support in helping us to spread the word of this Society job posting.
Martin L. Monson
CEO/Executive Director
Barbershop Harmony Society

The School Board from the 1978 Piedmont, Cal. high school performance of
“The Music Man.”
L—R: Mark Hodgson, Chuck Dresel,
Chris Stevens and Brennan Kane.
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Harmony Foundation VP

Tony Pranaitis
The Rocky Mountain District is shattering
all records for support of Harmony Foundation and participation in Foundationsponsored events. Just prior to our fall convention in Albuquerque, the RMD had 34
members of the President's Council (annual
giving of $1000 or more which took about a
decade to accumulate). These are the visionary leaders supporting the bulk of Harmony Foundation's outreach. This is a typical
percentage of total district membership (about 3%) across all the
Society districts. Toward the end of the summer, Rich Knight
(lead of the Gas House Gang) made a monumental offer to Harmony Foundation. He would donate $100,000 if the Foundation
could raise 100 new President's Council members (which would
raise another $100,000).
KJ McAleesejergins, who works as a Foundation fund-raiser
in the western US, set out to visit chapters with the news of this
challenge. He visited three chapters in the Los Angeles area
(FWD) and got two new President's Council members. He then
came to the RMD and visited the Longmont chapter where six
became President's Council members, and the next night visited
the Denver MountainAires where five became President's
Council members, and two nights later visited Denver Mile High
where seven became President's Council members. The next
two nights he was in Albuquerque for the District convention,
where 25 more became President’s Council members, for a total
of 43 new President’s Council members in six days (and then KJ
rested). Nearly HALF of the Rich Knight challenge was met in
ONE District—ours!
The primary need facing the Foundation at this moment is
funding over 30 Youth Choruses coming to the Midwinter convention in Orlando next January. This is a great “problem” to
have—HUNDREDS of young men experiencing barbershop harmony (singing it themselves, hearing the top five quartet medalists from 2012, and the Seniors Quartet Contest). This requires
some finances, and barbershoppers (especially in the RMD)
have shown the generosity required to make this a reality! And,
to top it off, the RMD is sending three Youth Choruses to Midwinter (from the Albuquerque, Denver, and Salt Lake City areas)
which requires additional funding for their transportation and other costs not covered by Harmony Foundation grants.
So the RMD is sending virtually 10% of the choruses singing
in the Festival. Not only did we more than double our President's
Council membership in less than a week, we also added many
Ambassadors of Song (minimum donation $10.00 per month—
something virtually EVERYONE can afford).
What kinds of programs does Harmony Foundation support
that would inspire these men and women to donate? In addition
to the Youth Chorus Festival (three choruses from RMD) and
Harmony Explosion Camps (two camps in RMD) and local youth
Festivals (Rexburg and others in the RMD), the Foundation supports the Collegiate Quartet Contest. Previous winners include
Ringmasters, the Musical Island Boys, Vocal Spectrum, and
Four Voices, to name a few who have continued to excel. HF
provides scholarships for chapter chorus Directors to attend Harmony University; many RMD chorus directors and their choruses
have benefited from this) and provides scholarships for Music
Educators to attend Harmony University. The RMD has sent a
steady stream of music educators on these scholarships over the
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To find out more about Harmony Foundation projects, or to
donate, visit www.harmonyfoundation.org or call me (303-2336234) for more information.
Because Carlos Aguayo (RMD YMIH VP) will be moving out
of the District, I have been asked to return to the Young Men In
Harmony function on the District Operations Team. Bob Fox will
be wearing my Member Services and Harmony Foundation hats
starting in 2013. Since Bob is retired, he hopes to be visiting
chapters and presenting this message in person. So, for my
“famous last words” I'll repeat what I have said for the last decade as your Harmony Foundation representative: WHEN YOU
ARE A DONOR, YOU ARE AN OWNER.
Through the Harmony Foundation, all the donors are
“owners” of the programs that exist solely because of their donations. When you pay for something, you own it. When you help
pay for something, you own it together. Everything that Harmony
Foundation does is for the preservation of barbershop harmony
into the future. Let’s work together toward that noble goal.
Thanks.

More Than 2300 Members Added This Year!
Harold Hill principles are working, and they can
work for your chapter too! Learn how to grow your
chapter and have more fun! You'll see lots of recruiting
ideas and videos on the website. Once your chapter
officer has enrolled, a volunteer "Harold" will contact
you to get you started, and then follow up monthly.

Membership Begins With ME!

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS

In Fond Memory
Bill Simons
Denver MountainAires
Bill Simons died on September 19,
2012, at his home in Arvada. He was born
on January 6, 1923, in Los Angeles, the
third of four sons of Morris P. and
Rosalyn I. Simons. He attended schools
in Pasadena and Santa Monica, and
graduated from South Pasadena High
School in 1941. He joined the Navy V-12
program during World War II and attended the University of Texas, where he was
a starter on the varsity football team and
played in the 1944 Cotton Bowl. He attended Notre Dame Midshipman School and graduated in Civil Engineering from the University of Texas in 1948.
During his early career he served as a Civil and Structural
Engineer in various California communities, among them San
Rafael, where he was City Engineer. He moved to the Denver
area in 1973 and established his own consulting firm, William L.
Simons & Associates, in 1974. He provided Structural Engineering Services for building and residential construction primarily,
although his work focused on swimming pool and spa construction in the last several years. He designed the buildings and track
layout of the Colorado Railroad Museum. He was a member of
the American Society of Civil Engineers, Structural Engineers
Association of Colorado, Rocky Mountain Steel Construction
Association, American Concrete Institute, and American Institute
of Steel Construction.
He sang in the Denver Mountainaires Barbershop Chorus.
Bill joined Jan 1, 1996—singing barbershop for 16 ½ years. He
was 73 years old when he started singing bass. His wide-ranging
interests and irrepressible sense of humor endeared him to his
family, friends and colleagues. A memorial service was held on
Friday, Sept. 28, 2012, at 11:00 a.m. at the Foothills Chapel,
1950 Ford Street, Golden. On-line condolences may be left at
www.foothillsfuneral.com
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Secretary

Dick Stark
This will be my last Vocal Expressions
post as District Secretary. I’ve enjoyed the
experience over the last four years, but four
years of anything is probably enough. Having been chapter secretary in the past for
two different chapters, one quite small and
one very large, I had a basic idea of what I was getting into, but,
working with 30 chapters on a routine basis made things more
hectic and more interesting.
The biggest challenge I had to deal with was the implementation of the district policy in 2009 that required chapters to be upto-date with financial and organizational reporting as a condition
of a BMI/SESAC license being issued for their shows. This was
a big workload for me as well as the chapter officers involved.
Happily, in the three plus years this policy has been in place,
I’ve not had to reject a license application for reporting problems, although there were some close calls. The good news is
that most chapters have made this part of their culture now, and
it’s no big deal.
Being a part of District Conventions, House of Delegates
meetings, and national forums was a bonus for me. Meeting the
guys that were making the difference at the chapter level and in
other districts, as well as representatives from International and
the Harmony Foundation, was nothing but fun. There are some
energetic and inspiring people out there!
I’ll be handing the Secretary duties over to another Denver
Mile High guy, Pasco Scarpella. Pasco has been the chapter
secretary there for the last couple years, and we’ve had the
chance to go over most of the district secretary duties over the
last six months. He will be able to hit the ground running, and
will do a great job, based on what I’ve seen. Give him the same
attention and patience you gave me, and we’ll be in good shape.
I’ll be doing the rest of this fall’s show licensing, up through the
chapter Christmas shows. Direct your show applications and
reporting documents after Jan. 1 to Pasco; his email address is
PascoScarpella@gmail.com. I’ll see you at the spring convention.

The Serenader, Albuquerque, NM, Chris Madigan, BE

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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Music & Performance VP

Change in Policy
for Licensing Chapter Shows

Jeff Click

The Rocky Mountain District House of Delegates, in
conjunction with the Board of Directors, has decided on a
new approach to the subject of licensing chapter shows;
specifically, to delegate to the chapters the management
of potential date conflicts in scheduling chapter shows in
close proximity to one another. As you may be aware, the
policy in the past has been to ensure that shows within
100 miles of one another could not occur on the same
date. This was accomplished by licensing the show date to
the chapter that first applied. At the same time, to facilitate
chapter planning, we allowed dates to be reserved up to
two years prior to the event.
Recent experience with this policy has led us to believe
that chapters can more effectively manage their shows,
and avoid conflicts with one another, at the local level. We
have always encouraged the chapters to communicate
with one another early in the planning process to ensure
that their shows don’t conflict. In most cases this has
worked well. In some cases, the District Secretary has had
to referee the situation. This resolution has not satisfied
anyone. Our proposal is to leave the calendar management to the local chapters who are within the 100 mile distance from one another, and license the shows based on
their applications.
We will, however, continue to enforce the policy generated by the House of Delegates in its Fall 2009 meeting,
that chapters must be up to date in their financial reporting
requirements and registration with the Secretary of State,
at the time of application for the BMI/SESAC license. This
policy has worked well in the last several years, and has
not yet resulted in an application having to be denied.
Our policy, endorsed by the House of Delegates at its
Fall 2012 meeting, will be that:

jclick@msn.com
Greetings from the RMD Music &
Performance headquarters. Thank you to
everyone that was able to make it to the
Fall Convention in Albuquerque and participate in the expanded offerings! We provided six classes (two
sets of three) in which we had over 100 participants and many
rave reviews.
In addition, the AHSOW woodshedding room that we sponsored was very well attended. For the combined Spring Prelims
and RMHC in Denver, certifiers will be available for those of
you that would like to become AHSOW members. Join the few,
the proud, the woodshedders! I'm one of those proud members
and would encourage you to participate as well.
Things are starting to heat up for the spring school (RMHC).
Storm Front will be our guest AIC quartet and will be teaching
and coaching. We are planning a district wide Youth In Harmony session as a part of the school. Tony Pranaitis will be coordinating this effort. Please reach out to your local schools and see
if you can sponsor some local kids to participate. As with the
Fall Convention, we will be having the judging staff participate
as a part of the school in a variety of roles. It is shaping up to be
another great district event, so stay tuned!
One more reminder regarding the district educational outreach. Those chapter attending the House Of Delegates meeting
in Albuquerque heard about our efforts at the district level to
bring educational opportunities out to the local area. These
would be small weekend gatherings organized by groups of local
chapters to try and get more member participation in educational
offerings as well as potential community outreach. Please reach
out to me to inquire further!

Chapters must be up to date with income tax filings
and chapter financial reviews, both of which are due by
May 15 of the year following the reporting year.
Registration with the Secretary of State as a non-profit
must be current, based on the anniversary date of the
chapter’s current registration with the State.
Chapter shows will be licensed upon proper BMI/
SESAC application and payment of fees.
Chapter shows will generally not be licensed if they
would conflict with established Rocky Mountain District or
International conventions or events. If you have questions,
contact me or the incoming District Secretary, Pasco Scarpella, at pascoscarpella@gmail.com

Deadline for the Jan/Feb Vocal

Expressions is Dec. 20th, please — thanks!

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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RMD Convention

Fall Convention Anything
But Ordinary
Written by Chris Madigan
Albuquerque, NM editor

Lon Szymanski, Mike Deputy, Bill Lamme
Don Norcross, Jon Vickers
Seen at the High Sierra Harmony
Brigade were barbershoppers from the
Wasatch Front chapter.

Mike Deputy — Tony Kruk, yours
truly, and KJ McAleesejergins beginning a weekend of fun barbershop harmony; 100 of us renewing and making
new friendships at the High Sierra Harmony Brigade - Ramada Reno Hotel
and Casino!
Courtesy Facebook

The Pueblo chapter web
site is up as of Aug. 3rd
arkansasriverchorus.org
Steve Hermanson is our
webmaster. Steve has been
a great asset for our chorus.
He and Gene Schmidt were the
two guys instrumental in getting
this done through CSU Pueblo.
Roger Bray

To a new barbershopper with only one
fall convention under his belt, the 2012
RMD Fall Convention in Albuquerque
wasn’t much to look at. But what attendees heard and did was extraordinary.
After all, 500 plus participants don’t make
much of a splash in a 2,300-seat auditorium of the Albuquerque Convention Center, where 6,000 can sit down to dinner.
There was more than enough room to
share with a political action committee, a
forum by an international education corporation, and two high school homecoming dances. Even the flashy tuxedoes
couldn’t compete with some of the teens’
homecoming finery.
But matching the energy, edginess,
and bite of those teens’ dance music
while adding tight, dynamic vocal harmonies were Paramount, Bangarang, and
Revolution, who scored bronze, silver,
and gold medals respectively in the quartet competition. Complementing the
young quartets were the smooth, sweet
precision, balanced voices, and subtle
harmonies of senior quartets like Apropos, who’ll represent the RMD in the
Seniors Quartet Contest at Mid-Winter.
And Sound of the Rockies, even without
choreo, blew the other choruses away
with their push-beat version of “Steppin’
Out with My Baby.”
But at a barbershop convention, great
singing is expected, even ordinary. Unexpected and extraordinary were the stories
of commitment and sacrifice overheard
throughout the weekend. Like Registration Chairman Don York’s story of a barbershopper who bought a new personal
cell phone so he could scan credit cards
when equipment on the convention hotel
network failed.

Or the barbershopper who checked
himself out of the hospital that morning so
he could compete with his quartet that
afternoon. Or the barbershopper who
chaired a convention planning committee,
directed two choruses appearing onstage, and medaled with his quartet.
Two of those guys were members of
the Duke City Sound, the convention
hosts. Under the direction of Bob Lawson, Shawn Mondragon, and Joe Vertrees, they added hospitality suites and
more classes to previous years’ programs
and orchestrated help from the New MexiChords, The 505 Chorus, and members
of Sweet Adelines choruses Route 66
Sound, Enchanted Mesa Show Chorus,
and On Q. Then they took second place
in the choral competition. Not bad for a
group of just over 30 guys, over half of
whom served on the convention planning
team.
Cont. next page
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From the RMD website
John Elving, webmaster
Congratulations go to our new Rocky
Mountain District Quartet Champs
Revolution on their win at the Fall
RMD Convention in Albuquerque,
NM. Revolution consists of Tenor
Brian Fox, Lead Matt Swann, Baritone Wes Short, and Bass Travis
Tabares. They represented the Denver Mile High and Colorado Front
Range chapters.
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Kudos also go out to second place
quartet Bangarang with Drew Ellis,
tenor; Curtis Terry, Lead; Ryan
Wilson, Baritone; Chris Richards,
Bass from the Denver Mile High,
Denver MountainAires and Frank
Thorne chapters.

The new Novice Quartet is The Next
Quartet - Niel Westover, Tenor; Adam Haggart, Lead; Thomas Gardiner, Baritone; Don Collier, Bass
from the Utah Valley and Wasatch
Front, Utah chapters.

Third place quartet was Paramount Tony Sparks, Tenor; Noah Langenwalter, Lead; Carlos Aguayo, Baritone; and Michael Busse, Bass. They
represented the Bernalillo County,
New Mexico chapter.

Representing the Rocky Mountain
District in the Seniors Quartet Contest in Orlando, Florida in January
will be Apropos - Dave Waddell,
Tenor; Jack Gibbs, Lead; Jim Cole,
Baritone; James Curts, Bass from
the Longmont, Colo. chapter.

Cont from last column……..
But what Duke City Sound did for the
District only set the stage for what the
District did for Harmony Foundation International. A donor (Rich Knight) had offered $100,000 if the Foundation could
generate 100 new President’s Council
members by year-end: minimum contribution, $1,000.
Harmony Foundation spokesman K.J.
McAleesejergins had spent the previous
two weeks raising 23 pledges from three
RMD chapters and challenged convention
attendees early Saturday afternoon to
meet a goal of 40. By “Show of Champions” intermission, pledges totaled 37.

Miketester Chorus

When Sound of the Rockies took the
stage, the Rocky Mountain District—
which K.J. described as the largest geographically and smallest numerically of
the Society’s 16 districts—had grown 42
new President’s Council members, our
single district supplying almost half of the
entire Society’s goal.
The education corporation with whom
the District shared Convention Center
space that weekend occasionally sponsors a 10-week class entitled “Being Extraordinary.” They might well counsel their
attendees, “Be Barbershoppers!”

THE 505 — TONY SPARKS, DIRECTOR

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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SOUND OF THE ROCKIES — DARIN DROWN, DIRECTOR

The Denver Mile High Sound of the Rockies will be our representatives to the International Convention and Contest in
Toronto, Canada in July. Second place was Bernalillo County chapter's Duke City Sound.

DUKE CITY SOUND — FARRIS COLLINS, DIRECTOR

Blue Steele

Renaissance

LONG’S PEAK CHORUS — CHRIS VAUGHN, DIRECTOR

SURROUND SOUND

Fastlane

4th Street

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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BEEHIVE STATESMEN CHORUS — BETH BRUCE, DIRECTOR

Short and Sweet

Harmonikatz
UTAH VALLEY CHORUS — ADAM HAGGART, DIRECTOR

NEW MEXI-CHORDS CHORUS — JAMIE ARRINGTON, DIRECTOR
Less Than Perfect

AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL CHORUS
JIM CLARK — DIRECTOR

Velcro

I attended the Supercharging
Event in Mt. Pleasant in March. Having worked with Paul Ellinger before, I
had some idea of how things might
go. However, I never in my wildest
dreams thought that it would be as
stimulating and life-changing as it
was. Not only do I now realize how
our chorus can move to the next level
of singing, but I now know the importance of membership and how
each of us can play a huge role in
getting new singers into our chapter.
Supercharging your chapter is truly
the most exciting thing to come along
in the BHS in years!
Dr. David Gillingham
Professor of Composition,
School of Music
Central Michigan University
Director, Mt. Pleasant Chapter

After attending the March Event in Mt.
Pleasant, Evan posted the following
on his Facebook page, “What a great
experience! Not only are these skills
applicable to barbershop, but also to
other aspects of life as well!”
Evan Boegehold
Graduate Student
Central Michigan University

Gain an understanding of how a
chapter “Purpose” will attract and retain more members and help attain
recognition within your community.
Paul Ellinger will provide examples of
chapters that provide a valuable service to their community and a valuable experience for their members.

Leadership Academy Questions?
Contact Brett Foster bfblgs@hotmail.com

Excel Energy Building
1123 W 3rd Avenue
Denver, CO 80223-1351

Register today at www.rmdsing.org
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Chapter Support Leadership Training
VP
CARA Coordinator

Brett Foster
bfblgs@hotmail.com

Leadership
Forums
A Leadership Forum was scheduled for October 27 for the west side
of the Rockies in Salt Lake City, Utah.
The Salt Lake City version is now in
the books. Two chapters, 20 guys,
and a far flung faculty spent the day
singing and learning at the Lindon
Community Center in Lindon, Utah.
Jeff Click, Lee Taylor, Tony
Pranaitis and Brett Foster spent the
day with gentlemen from Utah Valley
and Salt Lake City in what turned out
to be a very productive and successful Leadership Academy. Utah Valley
and the Salt Lake City chapters took
full advantage of their CARA scholarships and sent folks to all tracks.
There were some great discussions.
Now, we turn our attention to the
Denver side of the District. Leadership Academy in Denver will be held
at the Excel Energy building on Saturday, November 17 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
This is one Leadership Academy you
do not want to miss. In addition to the
normal track offerings of Governance, Music, External Communications and Internal Communications, the RMD 2012 Leadership
Academy is rolling out the new program “SuperCharging Your Chapter.”
Please take advantage of this opportunity. The RMD is making a long
term investment in this program and it
would be great to see a large turnout
for the kick-off. There will be follow-up
sessions throughout the next year
and beyond and we will be looking for
folks to be trained as trainers for
“SuperCharging!” Come get you
some.

GET SUPERCHARGED

For 2013!
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RMD Fall Convention
Competing Quartets (T, L, b, B)
1. Revolution Denver Mile High & Colorado Front Range, CO
Brian Fox, Matt Swann, Wes Short, Travis Tabares
2. Bangarang Denver Mile High, Mountainaires & Frank Thorne, CO
Drew Ellis, Curtis Terry, Ryan Wilson, Chris Richards
3. Paramount Bernalillo County, NM
Tony Sparks, Noah Langenwalter, Carlos Aguayo, Michael Busse
4. Surround Sound Denver Mile High, CO
Paul Cochran, Phil Garrott, Jay Dougherty, Kyle Ricks
5. Blue Steele Bernalillo County, CO & Bay Area, CA
Tim Steider, Shawn Mondragon, Cameron Steider, Greg Titus
6. Fastlane Denver Mile High & Mountainaires, CO
Doyle Cline, Paul Dover, Gray Jackson, Gian Porro
7. The Next Quartet (Novice) Utah Valley & Wasatch Front, UT
Niel Westover, Adam Haggart, Thomas Gardiner, Don Collier
8. Renaissance Denver Mile High, CO
Rod Sgrignoli, Anthony Pennington, Jeff Click, John Coffin
9. Apropos (Senior) Longmont, CO
Dave Waddell, Jack Gibbs, Jim Cole, James Curts
10. 4th Street Salt Lake City, UT
Paul Barlow, Doug Jones, Scott Allred, Bart Stucki
11. Short and Sweet Bernalillo County, NM
Tony Waruszewski, Kirk Sugars, Dennis Ledbetter, Lee Seligman
11. Harmonikats Albuquerque & Frank Thorne, NM
Steve Cooper, Bill Lemen, Ron Randall, Nick Maxwell
13. Less Than Perfect (Senior) Longmont, CO
Norman Jouett, Jim Hopper, Jim Schoemer, Mac McWilliams
14. Velcro Colorado Springs/Pikes Peak, CO
Lee Jolly, Mark Hoffman, Tim Simmons, Gary Hickenlooper
Rio Bravo (Senior) Albuquerque, NM
George Franklin, Rol Blauwkamp, Les Elmer, Stan Hafenfeld
For evaluation only
Phat Chants Albuquerque & Los Alamos Area, NM
Maurice Sheppard, William Lemen, Stan Brown, Steve Cooper

1882
1862
1671
1658
1631
1614
1530
1491
1476
1424
679
679
669
660
612
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Grand Junction Colorado

BIKERS IN PORTLAND
I read about Curtis Terry’s plan for
bikers in Albuquerque and it reminded me
that back in the mid 1990s my chorus in
Hillsboro, Oregon, the Tualatin Valley
Harmony Masters, competed as bikers
in the Fall Evergreen District Convention
there. Here is a photo of our chorus.
I'm on the right side of the picture with
a green band around my head and a false
black mustache and wig. I am not a biker,
but I had a ball. Mel Knight, who had
been Music Director for the whole BHS in
Kenosha and who became our Assistant
Director after he retired from the BHS, is
in the front row fourth from the left.

barbershopridersclub@gmail.com

Ryan G. Wilson and
Curtis M. Terry
Barbershop Riders Club
Co-Presidents
Proud BHS members

Chuck Olson, our director who is also famous for his 30 years in the comedy quartet
The Aliens, is standing in the middle with a Prussian helmet, a white scarf and a peace
symbol hanging from his neck, just to Mel's left. Chuck was the one who dreamed this
stuff up. Every year we had a different comedy theme for competition. I thought you
might get a kick out of it and perhaps some mileage if you like. Keep singing, it doesn't
get much better in this life!
Paul Didier, didier@cheerful.com

Blue Steele Visits Voices of Harmony & Dr. Greg Lyne

All in a Day’s Work
Shawn Mondragon and his Blue Steele
quartet from Bernalillo County, New Mexico,
made the trip to California to the Bay Area
Voices of Harmony chapter to install their
new Board of Directors. Along the way, they
renewed old friendships and made many
new ones. Shawn installed the Board with
his usual style, blending pomp and circumstance with his wry sense of humor. As a
bonus, his quartet, the pride of New Mexico,
Blue Steele, attended and sang for the appreciative crowd. Dr. Greg Lyne is the director of this group.
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By Gil Norris
Barbershop quartetting and choral
singing are truly a part of America’s culture. It became a more recognized part of
the American sound in 1938 when some
Tulsa, Oklahoma businessmen organized
the first chapter of the SPEBSQSA to
help preserve the essence of this barbershop tradition. It quickly spread in all directions, running into the state of Colorado along the way.

Longs Peak Chorus warms up outside
(scratch the choreo—says Chris)

Some of the earliest Colorado barbershoppers, those in the Boulder chapter,
decided to host a festival of barbershop
music for the townspeople in that fine old
building known for its mellifluous resonance, the Boulder Chautauqua barn.
They asked their fellow barbershoppers in
Longmont and Denver to join them on
stage and to share the profits of all the
tickets sold to the public.
And so it has continued for 63 years.
When the massed chorus members
counted off, Longmont had 32 here, Mile
High had 48, the MountainAires had 18
and the Sweet Adelines had somewhere
in between. Chad Boltz, director of the
Boulder Timberliners, directed close to
150 on the Chautauqua stage and the
Skyline Chorus (Denver Sweet Adelines)
joined in for several numbers, including
the high parts from “Lida Rose.” These
ladies sang with an energy level that the
men could only hope for. So many quartets, and they were so good, included
Longmont’s Apropos and Less Than
Perfect.
Mountain Talk, Steve Jackson, editor
High Notes, Gil Norris, editor
Photos by Gil Norris

Duane and Chris and their Sound of the
Rockies buddies show the depths of
emotion that wins points from
the contest judges.
The Denver MountainAires show that
they appreciate having a good
looking director up front.
The Skyline Sweet Adelines (before dress
up time) warm up voices and moves.

Boss man Allan Barker counts
off the choruses.

Joe Gibson,

Boulder’s Chad Boltz warms up the
massed chorus at the afternoon practice.

Jerry Scott,

Rex Abelein

Joe Gibson and Jerry Hooper won first
place in the pick up quartet contest, Al
White won second and Rex Abelein and
Eric DeGraff won third! That’s the way to
represent the chapter! Posted by Priscilla S

On Sunday afternoon, we headed up
to Boulder to the huge wooden auditorium
there. I had decided to go up later and
missed the great performances of several
Denver MountainAires in the pick-up
quartet contest. Joe Gibson and Jerry
Scott took the blue ribbon with their quartet, so they sang in the evening show; I
could clearly see why they won the contest. There were other winning MountainAires: Al White was in the second place
quartet and Rex Abelein and Eric
DeGraff sang together in the third place
group! Our chorus sang three songs on
the evening show, and we nailed them.
Director Priscilla Shaw prepared us well.
I was pleasantly surprised at the response to our chorus; clearly, a great
performance. Well done gents, thanks!
President Dick Cable

Mountain Talk, Sept 2012
Denver MountainAires
Steve Jackson, editor

Written by Tony Pranaitis, with cont. by Al Klinger

Bizmark VLQ

Sioux Land Vocal Band

Bismarck, ND

Sioux City, SD

I can't say it better than Jim Bagby who was the guest clinician: singing at Mt.
Rushmore is probably the most patriotic setting on the face of the earth. Nancy and I
have attended this festival for about five years or so, and it would be difficult to get us to
scratch it off our calendar.
The guys in the Shrine of Democracy chorus are as hospitable as can be. The
songs are always fun, and they bring in great clinicians (so it is definitely a learning experience). Past clinicians I have sung with include Jim DeBusman, Jim Henry, Mike
O'Neill, and Jim Bagby multiple times. Joyful Noise (Bunny and Al Klinger, Nancy
and Tony Pranaitis) drove up together, staying in the lodge owned by friends of Tony
and Nancy. The quartet sang at the afterglow and had a great response. We thought
about singing at the program but so many other quartets were singing plus the local
chapter plus the mass chorus the time would not allow it. The program went a full hour,
6:30 to 7:30, the maximum allotted time. We also sang for the owners and guest at the
lodge. It was good for us and everyone enjoyed our music.

BLACK HILLS BLEND

Jim Bagby, clinician & director

We also visited the Crazy Horse monument which is a spectacular family effort being
constructed to honor the Native American culture. There were other quartets participating in the Festival, from Montrose and Sioux City and even from Montana. We (in Denver) are fortunate to have Chautauqua right in our "back yard" but Mt. Rushmore is a
mere 6.5 hour drive, and Silverton is about the same (next on my list to attend). I commend these small chapters (Boulder, Mt. Rushmore, Montrose/Durango) for presenting
these Festivals to the barbershop community and for the enrichment of the general public. The crowd at Mt Rushmore
was probably 400-500 and comments of
sincere appreciation indicated that the
audience was moved as much as we performers were. What a great way to enjoy
a great hobby!

Many thanks to Al and Bunny Klinger
for the excellent photos provided!
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Colby Chapter
Adopts A School!
Steven Ottem, ottserv5@gmail.com
It’s been a great week to be a barbershopper in northwest Kansas. After an
invigorating chapter meeting Thursday
night, Sept. 20, a goodly number of us
journeyed to Bird City to put on a show for
the constituents of Cheylin Schools. We
were joined on the risers by a dozen or
more Cheylin students and three or four
community members for our opening
numbers, “Star Spangled Banner” and
“Aura Lee.” Our “guests” reassembled
with us on the risers for our final two numbers, “Hello Mary Lou” and “Keep the
Whole World Singing.”
Uncalled Four put on a great show.
Thanks for making the trip, guys.) The
Atwood guys (with John substituting for
Adam) sang “On the Street Where You
Live.” Our program ran a little under 90
minutes with a ten minute intermission.
We were received enthusiastically. It only
got better when we announced that we
would add $500 to the take from the spaghetti supper and our concert. The spaghetti was great, too!
All in all, our “Adopt-a-School” program got off to a great start with our Bird
City performance. Many thanks to Kevin
for all he did to make the arrangements
for this program. Thanks to President
Sam Chestnut for introducing the “Adopta-School” program. We did our best to
keep our part of the world singing, and we
may actually come up with a recruit or two
as a result. Membership VP Thomas
made a pitch to our guests during our preperformance rehearsal.
The board approved changing our 2012
show theme from the Civil War to the 75th
Anniversary show package put out by our
Society. We will still be doing a joint show
with McCook March 22 (Friday) in
McCook and March 23 in Colby. Our feature quartet will be Rusty Pipes the current Seniors champions.
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Seen at Coors Field
Prestige (Tom Kientz, Ron Kientz, Steve Kientz) singing the National Anthem,
taking advantage that Tom was on vacation (now lives in Overland Park, Kansas)
and snuck in a gig!

Good news! Operation Harold Hill has
already brought in hundreds of new members into the Society! This program is
right on track, and chapters who have
signed up are seeing results. So, how
about your chapter? Are you seeing
growth, or just standing still? Worse yet,
is your chapter shrinking? Well, get
signed up for Operation Harold Hill and
make a difference now! Just enroll online
- it's fast and easy!
CHAPTER OFFICERS: Here's how to
enroll:
Go to Society website

Seen at the Albuquerque spring show,
was past Int’l president Bill Biffle with
another three of his buddies belting
out a chord or two!

Click on the link that reads "Chapter
Enrollment Login"
Enter your member number and click
"enroll"
On the website are lots of recruiting ideas
and videos, and once you have enrolled,
a volunteer "Harold" will contact you to
get you started, and then follow up
monthly throughout the year.
As if chapter growth and improvement
weren't enough, there are prizes to be
won! YOU could win the drawing for the
GRAND PRIZE: A 6-day trip to the 2013
75th Anniversary International Convention
in Toronto, including two VIP tickets to the
entire contest, two free plane tickets, and
6 days room and board at the Society
Headquarters Hotel.

ABQ (A Barbershop Quartet)
Hal Ratcliff, Oz Wehlander,
Richard Grady, and Bill Biffle

Check the website above for more
awards!

Photo by Frank Pelligrini

Order an "I SING" button for
every member of your chapter
from Harmony Marketplace, only
$.99. No other discounts apply
during this promotion

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS

Deadline for the Jan/Feb

Vocal Expressions
Dec. 20th — thanks!
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Pieter Wouden
Mount Rushmore

Rex Abelein
D. MountainAires
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Keith Kaufman
Denver Mile High

OCT/NOV 2012

Paul West
Longmont

Tom Chamberlain
Montrose

WHO HAS YOUR
CHAPTER HONORED AS

BOTY?
Why not share it with the RMD?

Steve Ottem
Colby

Hal Ratcliff
Albuquerque

Lawrence Rothhaupt
Colorado Springs

ONLY EIGHT CHAPTERS SELECTED A BARBERSHOPPER
OF THE YEAR. IT IS VERY APPARENT THAT IF I DON’T
CONTACT YOUR CHAPTERS AND ASK FOR THE NAMES
AND PHOTOS THAT THIS PAGE WILL NEVER FILL UP —
HOW DISAPPOINTING!

RMD website is undergoing some changes. Woody Woods is working on it as
webmaster James Harper is taking some
time off to concentrate on family and work.
John Elving will (cheerfully)
maintain the site—so if something needs
posting and/or changed, please
contact the “good doctor!”

DO YOU LIKE THIS FEATURE, YAY OR NAY?!
I BELIEVE RECOGNITION IS A VITAL PART OF RETENTION, TWO VITAL WORDS IN ANY HEALTHY CHAPTER’S
MEMBERSHIP VOCABULARY.
STEVE JACKSON

Seen in Albuquerque at the Fall
Convention was Paige Sgrignoli
carrying the familiar RMD flag

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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RMD CHAPTER WEBSITES/CONTACTS
Chapter

Contact

Email

S-016 Burley, ID
S-083 Cache Valley, UT
S-009 Colby, KS
S-082 Garfield County, CO
S-007 Spearfish, SD

Jim Rodgers
Todd Andrus
Steve Ottem
Larry Tallmadge
Nancy Schroeder

jimrodg@pmt.org
andrus359@msn.com
ottserv5@gmail.com
larryt@sopris.net
nancybari@gmail.com

FACEBOOK

S-015 Rexburg, ID

Rob Doolittle

Rob_Doo@msn.com

FACEBOOK

S-005 San Juan County, NM
S-010 Santa Fe, NM
S-030 Sterling, CO
S-078 Cheyenne, WY
S-008 Pocatello, ID
S-017 Los Alamos Area, NM

Carl Spencer
Charles Barbee
Jerome Goodapple
Keith Kelly
Tony Christensen
Kiernan Holland

cncspencer@gobrainstorm.com
charlesbarbee@msn.com
goodapple56@hotmail.com
krkcyswy@yahoo.com
tchristen@aol.com
ladsofenchantment.com

Webmaster

Website

S-022 Albuquerque, NM
S-020 Bernalillo County, NM
S-033 Billings, MT
S-001 Boulder, CO
S-079 Casper, WY

Steve Cooper
Tony Waruzewski
Brett Foster
Don Reimer
Greg Irwin

newmexichords.com
dukecitysound.com
bigskychorus.com
harmonize.com/timberliners
casperbarbershopharmony.com

S-091 CS Metro, CO
S-002 Colo. Springs, CO
S-028 Denver, CO
S-003 Denver, CO
S-024 Durango, CO

Woody Woods
Tony Howell
Paul Dover
Jim Harper
Joel Bratsch

peakexperiencechorus.org
atbchorus.com
mountainaires.com
soundoftherockies.com
durangobarbershoppers.org

S-089 Grand County, CO
S-014 Grand Junction, CO
S-004 Longmont, CO
S-006 Loveland, CO
S-037 Montrose, CO
S-090 Ogallala, NE

Barton Phillips
GROUPANIZER
Paul West
Mike Wilkinson
Bill Sutton
Dan Kafka

grandchorale.org
bookcliffchorus.net
harmonize.com/longmont
valentinecitychorus.com
blackcanyonchorus.org
harmonize.com/ccc

S-076 Pueblo, CO

Steve Hermanson

arkansasriverchorus.org

S-018 Rapid City, SD
S-035 Salt Lake City, UT
S-043 Scottsbluff, NE
S-068 Utah Valley, UT
S-081 Wasatch Front, UT

John Elving
Tom & Mark Melville
Ray Palser
Ken Hendricks
Scott Stevens

shrineofdemocracychorus.org
beehivestatesmen.org
sugarvalleysingers.com
uvskyline.org
saltaires.org

Chapter

BLOG

www.RMDsing.org

Albuquerque

Pocatello

CS Metro

Ogallala

60 yrs.

45 yrs.

10 yrs.

10 yrs.

Sept. 14, 1952

July 12, 1967

Sept. 10, 2002

Sept. 30, 2002

PUBLISHED BY THE
ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT

Steven Jackson, editor
215 Cheyenne St. Lot 18
Golden, CO 80403
720 389-8739
sjjbullead@comcast.net

PROUD MEMBER OF PROBE

The 2013 Rocky Mountain Harmony College will be part of the RMD Spring Convention

RMD Calendar of Events
RMD Secretary Dick Stark luronp@msn.com
*Preliminary Clearance Dates reserved without BMI license until
6 months before the event
** Dates not reserved until BMI license issued

2012
Nov 17
Leadership Forum—west
Excel Energy, Denver, Colo.
Dec 8-9
Albuquerque Christmas Show
St. Johns UMC
Dec 8-9
Denver Mile High Christmas Show

2013
Jan 7-13
Midwinter Convention, Orlando
March 9
**Denver MountainAires Show

Old School

March 16-17
Denver Mile High Show
April 13
*Longmont Show

April 26-27
RMD Spring Convention
Rocky Mountain Harmony College
Red Lion Inn (Stapleton)
Denver, Colo.
May 11
Mt. Rushmore Show
New Performing Arts Center
May 17-18
*Albuquerque Show
June 15
Montrose Show
Montrose Pavilion
June 30-July 7
International Convention, Toronto
Oct 11-13
RMD Fall Convention
Cheyenne, Wyoming
Holiday Inn, headquarters
Cheyenne Civic Center

2014
Jan 28-Feb 2
Midwinter, Long Beach
April 25-26
RMD Spring Convention
Sept 26-27
RMD Fall Convention

