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District President

Vocal Expressions

is published five times yearly
Jan/Feb, March/April, May/June, Aug/Sept
& Nov/Dec issues are posted online
Send articles, photos, ads, business cards,
news, etc. in ASCII text, jpg, text only,
pdf, or Word documents.
Subscription price is $5.00 per year.

VE DEADLINES
Jan/Feb: Dec 20
March/April: Feb 20
June/July: May 20
Aug/Sept: July 20
Nov/Dec: Oct 20

Lee Taylor
jaguarbari@msn.com

Spring Convention at Omaha
At a great joint convention of the Central
States and Rocky Mountain Districts, we had
the opportunity to socialize and sing a few
songs with our barbershop brothers to the
east. Weather was sunny and mild, and the singing was hot!
Though our district held our Board of Directors and House of
Delegates meetings at Rocky Mountain Harmony College, I was
invited to attend the Central States HOD, and I can report that
they operate much the same way that we do.
RMD quartets qualify
Ignition and Foundation will represent the RMD at the International Convention in Portland. Apropos will represent RMD at
the Midwinter Convention in Orlando. All of our RMD competitors
delivered fine performances, and audience response was gratifying.
Harmony Foundation
Harmony Foundation recognized contributions by several of
our chapters. RMD awards were: Salt Lake City, Bernalillo
County, Longmont, Denver MountainAires, Grand Junction,
Colorado Springs - Pikes Peak, Denver Mile High and Albuquerque (Bronze Level); Sterling (Silver Level); Scottsbluff,
Colorado Springs - Metro (Gold Level) and Wasatch Front
(Platinum Level).
Barbershopper of the Year

ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE
Center spread
Full page
1/2 page
1/3 page
1/4 page
Business Card

Two pages
7.25 x 9.75
4.75 x 7.25
7.25 x 3.50
3.50 x 4.75
1.75 x 3.25

$200.00
$125.00
$ 75.00
$ 50.00
$ 40.00
$ 5.00

Though he was unable to attend the convention due to lastminute health issues, including a stay in the hospital, Dr. Dan
Clark was recognized as our worthy Rocky Mountain District
Barbershopper of the Year for 2011. Dan's contributions to our
hobby span many decades, and include:
Director of Scottsbluff chorus
Tenor in Chordial Celebration quartet
Singer in Sound of the Rockies chorus
RMD VP for Chorus Director Development
RMD VP for Music and Performance
Producer of Rocky Mountain Harmony College
for many years.
Leadership Academy faculty member

Dan is an all-around fine fellow and an
exemplary Barbershopper of the Year!
Headquarters: Hyatt Regency Albuquerque, NM

Kiva Auditorium: Albuquerque Convention Center

RMD FALL CONVENTION
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RMD Exec. VP

Imm. Past President

Kevin Pape

Woody Woods
woody@grwffyn.com

Let’s Communicate
About Communication
As barbershoppers, we love to communicate in song. We do
so by our choices of songs. We decide what our intended message is and then choose a song we feel best gets that thought
across.
However, that’s not all there is to it. We communicate IN that
song as well by choices in phrasing, vocal inflection, volume,
pauses and rests, use of breath, posture, facial expression, interaction with other singers and the audience. Simply put, we work
hard at shaping our songs to get a particular message across
and touch people.
We’ve all experienced a performance that was unbelievably
wonderful and memorable (to me as a performer and to me as
the audience). I may not be exactly sure why those performances
were that way but I’m positive they were! The truth known, those
special performances contained very well planned and executed
methods of communication, both verbal and non-verbal. Just
think about your favorite quartet or chorus. What do they do to
make it special for you? Or, what about the performance that
didn’t quite make it for you? What was lacking? What kept it from
qualifying as an enjoyable experience for you? Was it the choice
of the song? Was it the delivery? Or was it simply not well
planned or executed? WHAT WAS IT? Why didn’t it clearly get
the message across?
I’d venture to say, it’s a fact that communication hasn’t TRULY taken place until both parties understand the message the
same way. This isn’t as easy a task as one might think. How
many times have we assumed we were understood only to later
realize that we weren’t even heard (let alone understood)! RMD
is an association of chapters and out of necessity, we must communicate, share information. Unfortunately, we don’t always do
an unbelievably wonderful and memorable job of doing so.
What keeps us from effectively sharing information, communicating? Is it our chosen method? Is it our timeliness of sharing
information? Is it our choice of words? Is it because we assume
“everybody knows that?” Is it because we fail to ensure our message is received? Is it because our message is garbled or lost in
other messages? I think it’s all or a combination of these.
So what do we do to get better at communicating within our
District? First realize and accept that communication is a
shared responsibility, a two-way street. So as transmitters, we
must make sure that what we say (or write) is actually understood and as receivers, we must listen (or read) carefully. Then
we decide how to transmit. Is it phone call, or an email to a specific person or a group? Do we need to go directly to someone for
a face-to-face conversation, or is a broadcast, an email blast to
everyone appropriate? Do we need to send a one-time message
or one that needs to be available for a length of time? Is it a message that needs updating and additions as time passes (if that’s
the case, how do I ensure people are aware of updates)? WHAT
IS IT? How do I clearly get my message across?

"Do You Have A Harold Hill?"
What do these chapters all have in common?
Colorado Springs/Pikes Peak, Denver Mile High
Longmont, Grand Junction, Rexburg, Burley
Albuquerque, Durango, Salt Lake City, Utah Valley
Pueblo, Casper, Ogallala, Colorado Springs Metro
These chapters have signed up for Operation Harold Hill, the
Society's latest program to help chapters get bigger and more
vibrant. Wouldn't you like to have the problem of finding a new
place to rehearse because you've outgrown your current one?
How about instead of asking for seven sets of risers for chorus
competition you have to ask for nine or even 11? This program
costs you nothing except your time as a chapter to make things
work.
I have a challenge for you - Your goal, should you decide to
accept it, is to move up a plateau (Denver Mile High excluded
since there is no new plateau). Just so you know, the plateaus
are IV - 25 or less; III - 26 to 50; II - 51 - 75; I - 76 and above!
What say we all move up a plateau?

Here are some steps being taken to improve communication
within RMD:
1. Phone calls have been made to every single chapter in the
District this year. It was not acceptable to leave a message without follow-up. I want this to continue.
2. All chapters have been visited by a member of the District
Board or Operations Team. Face-to-face is the best and an overwhelming favorite of all chapters.
3. A survey seeking input for District improvement was circulated by email to all members. The survey was preceded by
phone calls to all chapter Presidents encouraging them to inform
all of their members of the survey. The response was an impressive 23% of our membership indicating true interest in making
our District better.
4. The last two editions of the RMD Vocal Expressions contains a two-part article listing resources available to members
and chapters that are specifically designed to help better function
and grow musically and numerically.
5. Work has begun to further improve lines of communication
including a retooling of the District website.
I know that more work remains and we will get it done but
your help is necessary. Please communicate your ideas to your
chapter and district leadership so we can get better. How am I
doing?
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Dan Clark
danjama@scottsbluff.net

RMD BOTY
As you may know, I was honored
to be selected as RMD Barbershopper of the Year, and illness prevented
me from making it to Omaha for our
Spring Convention.
A big “Thank You” to the great barbershoppers of the
Rocky Mountain District for honoring me as District Barbershopper of the Year at our Spring Convention. Believe
me, I couldn’t have been more surprised. Unfortunately, I
had an unexpected admission to the hospital about two
days before I had planned to leave for our Omaha convention, so for the first time in many years I missed the whole
thing. I’m happy to say that I’m doing very well health-wise,
and will be back singing on the risers very shortly.
So thanks again to our RMD President, Lee Taylor, all
of the great guys on our district board, and to every man in
this terrific Rocky Mountain District.
Events VP

Duane Bosveld

Crescendo is a brand new a cappella group in Utah County comprised of members of the Skyline Chorus — with
Donald T Collier, Thomas Gardiner, Dallin Hill, Daniel
Hicken, Gavin Lowry and Niel Westover in a white room
with no doors, windows, or any chance to escape.
Adam Haggart

We Had A Wonderful
Weekend In Omaha
Was the spring convention in Omaha a success? The
answer is a qualified “yes.” For the 51 RMD members who
attended, the weekend was wonderful. Thanks go to the
Central States District, who went out of their way to include
and welcome us. Congratulations also to the five RMD
members who qualified in a quartet to go to Portland, Ignition and Dave Ellis (who sings with Pinnacle, CSD).
The small showing RMD had in Omaha actually does
reinforce what the district events survey completed a few
months back taught us. You gave us valuable insight in the
survey, and indicated that you are not willing to travel great
distances, or often, to attend a convention. So for the remaining 950 or so members of the RMD, your one remaining chance to attend your 2012 convention will be here
soon. I encourage you to put this on your calendar now,
before the weekend fills up with all of life’s other activities:
September 28 — 29, in Albuquerque, NM.
The location of the 2013 combined Spring Convention
and Rocky Mountain Harmony College has not yet been
determined. I know you all want to know the location, as
do I. Watch the district website, rmdsing.org, for further
details as they develop. And as always, find three other
guys and sing a song.
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Brett Foster
Chapter Support Leadership Training VP
CARA Coordinator
bfblgs@hotmail.com

Leadership Forums? Are You Going?
Leadership Forums have been scheduled for October 27
for the west side of the Rockies in Salt Lake City, Utah—
location yet to be determined. Over on the east side, we’ll be headed to Denver
Nov. 17 at the Excel Energy building (same as last year). Registration forms will
be in the next bulletin (Aug/Sept VE will be posted by Aug 5th — editor) and will
be available online at the RMD website <RMDsing.org>

Want to know how your chapter can
use it? Let me tell you how my chapter
has used it this year. There was a QR
Code on our Singing Valentines posters.
By scanning it on their smart phone people would be taken to the chapter
webpage to order their Singing Valen-

Hosted by the

Duke City Sound
Kiva Auditorium
401 2nd Street NW
Albuquerque, NM 87102
North of Central Ave NW/2nd St NW

Saturday, Sept. 29

Twenty-First Century Technology
for an early 20th century art form

Today you see it all over the place.
It’s in magazines, on billboards, posters,
on buses, just about anywhere you look
there are QR Codes. (by the way, QR
stands for Quick Response.)

SEPT. 28-29, 2012

Quartet Semi-finals 3:00 pm

John Elving

In the past few years the QR code has
become very popular for use throughout
our modern world. Originally it was developed by Toyota to track their automobiles through the manufacturing process.
It was small and could give more information than a regular bar code.

Fall Convention

Friday, Sept. 28

Marketing & PR VP

Something you might try in your advertising for upcoming shows and happenings for your chapter is the use of a
QR code. Say what? What kind of secret
handshake is that? Do I need that to get
into the rehearsal hall next week?

Rocky Mountain District

Chorus Finals: 10:00 am
Quartet Finals 7:00 pm

tine.
For our just completed annual Spring
show it was on the posters which in turn
took people to the ticket order page. It
was on the program cover to take people
to our home page. It was also on a page
advertising Harmony Happening in the
Hills (Black Hills, that is). By scanning
that QR code it take people directly to the
webpage set up for Harmony Happening.
How can you use the QR Codes?
They can be used to link people to your
Facebook page (your chapter does have
one, don’t they?), and your chapter’s
Twitter account. How about the next time
your chapter prints business cards putting
a QR Code on them.
People with the apps on their
Smartphone they can access WebPages,
read coded and embedded text, or even
give them contact information. I’m sure
that in the near future QR Codes will be
used more and more and in many new
ways making marketing and communication faster and easier.

Deadline for the Aug/Sept Vocal Expressions
will be July 25th, please — thanks!

Here are a couple of websites to
generate free QR Codes:

http://createqrcode.appspot.com/

http://goqr.me/
There are more, but those two will get
you everything you need and more. If
you want to talk about this with me,
here is my information.

Talk about quick and easy!
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Singing With The Sound Of The Rockies
By Tony Pranaitis, tonychiro@juno.com
Most of you know that I also sing with
the Sound Of The Rockies chorus,
which performed its spring show one
week after the Denver MountainAires,
on March 24th. The theme was Broadway
showstoppers, hit after hit from the history
of Broadway musicals. As far as I know,
only one MountainAire was in the audience (Dr. Jeff Maen and his lovely companion Kathleen). If you would like to obtain an audience perspective, you should
ask Jeff or Kathleen.
I stand on the risers next to another
Denver MountainAire, Paul Dover. Two
of Paul’s daughters (the little ones, Abby
and Bethany) got to sing with their dad as
members of a kids ensemble that sang
Do-Re-Mi with a Sound Of The Rockies
VLQ. Paul and Abby and Bethany were
three of the 21 singers altogether. As you
might expect, the audience went wild.
As many of you know, the Sound Of
The Rockies opted to sit out of International competition this year, to focus on
improvement through education, including
spending a week at Harmony University
this summer. While some have interpreted this as “taking a year off,” this has
hardly been a vacation. It’s more like boot
camp. I’ll let you read the words of one of
the icons of our Society, the first (and I
think still the only) singer to win a medal
(1st - 5th place) in the International Quartet Contest on EACH of the four voice
parts (tenor, lead, baritone, bass).
He has also won gold medals as a
leader with the Vocal Majority chorus,
considered by many to be the finest chorus in the history of barbershop. He now
sings with the Sound Of The Rockies. “I
have never worked so hard learning a
bunch of music, but I have never had
such a good time doing it. I’m proud to be
amongst you—let's go learn how to win a
gold medal in August at Harmony University,” Brian Beck.
Incidentally, Brian arranged two of the
songs on the show. Adam Reimnitz arranged one. So, take it from Brian Beck,
the Sound Of The Rockies are NOT
“taking a year off.” They are working harder than ever (amazingly, harder than BRIAN has ever worked)! The next step for
SOR is to record a new CD, including
songs from this show and last spring’s
show. This is another challenge and a
new experience for many including myself.

During this time we will be learning
contest songs for Albuquerque in September (and we will sing the same two
songs in Toronto next July). We will learn
four songs (one of which we’ve already
learned, the Adam Reimnitz arrangement performed on the show) and choose
two of the four as the contest set (the
other two songs will remain in our show
repertoire). We will get coaching on this
contest set at Harmony University.
All four of the potential contest songs
were arranged by members of the Sound
Of The Rockies, which I think is really
exciting. Those arrangers are Adam
Reimnitz [2], Darin Drown, and Brian
Beck. The purpose of all of this is to develop into the best singers we can possibly become, which will make us the best
chorus we can possibly become. Learning
from and singing with a team of highly
accomplished musicians stretches my
concept of “possibility” which is a challenge that I enjoy.
Lifted from the April Mountain Talk
Steve Jackson, editor
Denver MountainAires

2012 RMD

Barbershopper
of the Year

Dr. Dan Clark
Scottsbluff and
Denver Mile High

2012 RMD

Chapter
Anniversaries
Albuquerque
60 yrs. Sept. 14, 1952

Pocatello
45 yrs. July 12, 1967

CS Metro
10 yrs. Sept. 10, 2002

Ogallala
10 yrs. Sept. 30, 2002
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Updated Information on Licensing Chapter Shows
By Dick Stark, RMD Secretary
If it’s spring, it must be time for my annual missive to incoming officers, primarily secretaries, on
the subject of licensing chapter shows. There have
been a few important changes since I last outlined
these requirements a year ago, so please review them
with your chapter leadership.
In general, performances must be licensed whenever songs other than those in the public domain are
performed, and when admission is charged. If you
are a guest on a show hosted by another group, that
group generally is responsible for licensing. Shows
done for free-will donations, or where the proceeds
are used exclusively for charitable purposes, do not require licensing. Division, District, and International contests are likewise exempt from the need for licensing.
BMI/SESAC License
The BMI/SESAC license is the clearance that must be procured prior to the performance, and is coordinated through the
District Secretary. The application form can be found on the
BHS website www.barbershop.org. When you get to the Society’s homepage, select Documents at the top, and then, under the
heading Business and Finance, select Show Clearance and
Legal (ASCAP, etc.). On the next screen, select BMI/SESAC
Application. The form will be displayed and can be downloaded
or printed directly.
Complete the form, indicating the location, date, and number
of performances. A table at the bottom of the form gives the rate
per performance. Most shows (unless the capacity of the venue
exceeds 1,500 seats) will require a fee of $28.00 per performance. If you are doing matinee and evening performances, for
example, the total fee will be $56.00. Have a chapter officer sign
the form, usually the Secretary.
Mail the form (along with a check for the license made out to
the Barbershop Harmony Society) to me (Dick Stark, 1424 S.
Dover Way, Lakewood, CO 80232). I approve the license for the
Rocky Mountain District (RMD), and forward three copies and
the check to the Society headquarters in Nashville. I return the
original license document to the chapter, to the return address
the application was mailed from (unless directed differently).
Finally, I notify the appropriate calendar editors for the Vocal
Expressions and the RMD website for inclusion.
ASCAP Reporting
There is also an annual (only once per year, regardless of the
number of shows) ASCAP fee that must be paid. The current
guidance, while the process and fee amount are under review, is
that if a chapter has at least one show during the calendar year, a
check, payable to the BHS, is required. It can be mailed directly
to the Society headquarters in Nashville, Attn: Accounting, or to
me. This payment is not due until after the show's), and may be
sent at any time during the year.

There is an ASCAP Reporting form available on
the Society website, under Show Clearance and Legal (ASCAP, etc.) as described above. The form will
help you in determining the fee. In almost all cases,
the amount for 2012 is $230.00 (up from $222 in
2011). In this case, complete Part A of the form, and
send it with your check to the BHS (Attn: Accounting) or to me. Only if total ticket revenues for all
shows exceed $51,111 for the year would a larger
amount be required; in this case, complete Section B
of the form to calculate the payment, and send this
amount.
In either case, send a copy to me. The rate is re-negotiated
annually between ASCAP and the BHS, so the fee is likely to
change every year. Up to date information on this subject is
available on the Society’s homepage. To find it, select Documents at the top, and then, under the heading Business and Finance, select Show Clearance and Legal (ASCAP, etc.). On
the next screen, select ASCAP Reporting Form 2012. The
form will be displayed and can be downloaded or printed directly.
Reserving Show Dates
The RMD allows chapters to reserve future show dates prior
to actually going through the licensing process. Dates can be
reserved up to two years out by notifying me in writing (postal
mail or email) with the date you have an interest in, the chapter
name, and the location of the show. I will then have the show
posted in the Vocal Expressions and the Calendar on the website (www.RMDsing.org) with an asterisk before the date. This
will reserve the date until six months prior to the date, by which
time the BMI/SESAC license must be procured. If that doesn’t
happen, the date will be shown with two asterisks, meaning that
the date has been requested but is no longer reserved, and is
again available to other local chapters.
To protect chapter shows, the RMD has a policy against
more than one chapter show on the same day within one hundred
miles of one another, unless there is agreement between the two
chapters. In cities with more than one chapter, coordinate with
other chapters that may be interested in the date you are considering. If you both decide to use the same date, there must be
written concurrence, sent with the second BMI/SESAC application, from the chapter that first reserved or licensed the date.
There has been some discussion about relaxing the Rocky
Mountain District rules on reserving and sharing dates for chapter shows, but to date no action has been taken by the House of
Delegates. We will keep you posted as this policy evolves. As
always, if you have questions, shoot me an email
(luronp@msn.com), and we can work out an answer.

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS

Member Services VP

Tony Pranaitis
tonychiro@juno.com

HOW MANY NEW MEMBERS?
Whether or not your chapter is participating in Operation Harold Hill (it's easy...just register at www.OperationHaroldHill.com)
there is one fundamental question each chapter needs to answer
(if to no one else, to yourselves):
How many new members do we intend to add in 2012?
Intend means intentional---it means there is a growth plan
established that is being promoted and executed.
It is a target. When aiming at a target, one intends to hit the
bulls eye. That doesn't mean every shot is successful, but it is
CLOSER to the bulls-eye if you AIM.
There are many wonderful growth (and retention!) resources
on the Operation Harold Hill website. Even if your chapter is not a
registered participant, you can feast at this smorgasbord of ideas
and select the ones that would most likely work for your chapter.
Actually, the ideas don't work...YOU DO. The ideas give you
something to WORK ON. But remember, this is FUN (just like
learning music...it's work...but the rewards include fun).
While you're browsing the Operation Harold Hill website,
check out Supercharging Your Chapter videos with Paul Ellinger. You might even want to watch it together on a chapter
meeting night, or select another time to get together. (Bust out
the popcorn and lemonade and have a chapter growth party!).
So after you whittle down the growth programs to two or three
best ideas for your chapter, what will you DO to make them succeed? If you need a little help, register your chapter and obtain
the help of a "Harold Hill" who can be your coach where needed.
But if you don't need any coaching, and you reach (or exceed!) your growth goal...bravo! What if you set a really lofty
growth goal, and you only achieve half of it? BRAVO for you, too!
Maybe your chapter just needs twice the time to get to the growth
goal, and that's OK.
In fact, the only unacceptable result is doing nothing. Studies
have shown (did you really need a study to be convinced of this?)
that doing nothing will produce no results, and chapters that do
nothing to produce new members will lose members (due to anything from apathy to natural causes) and get closer to chapter
death (last guy out please turn off the lights). So how many new
members does YOUR CHAPTER intend to add in 2012?
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Silverton Barbershop
Music Festival
David Christian

davidchristianrco@hotmail.com
There have been questions
about dates, music, afterglow,
etc. Please check the Montrose
chapter
website
at
www.blackcanyonchorus.org.
Click on the "Silverton 2012" link.
Our webmaster Bill Sutton has
graciously spent a lot of time setting this up, and keeping it
up to date.

July 20-21, 2012
Silverton School Gym
Director: John Coffin
Guest Quartet: Renaissance
No Registration fee
Song list
1.Hi Neighbor #205254
2. You Make Me Feel So Young #8834
3. Dream A Little Dream Of Me #8617
4. How Deep Is The Ocean? #7383
5. In The Good Old Summertime
#HOH (Heritage Of Harmony Songbook)
6. Sweet Mae #202591
7. Old Cape Cod #7402
8. This Little Light Of Mine/Do Lord Medley #8628
9. I'm Sitting On Top Of The World #8627
We will not have music available at the festival. We have
not set a deadline for lists of the songs that each chorus/
quartet will be singing; however, we would like to get that info
ASAP, as we need it to put together the programs, verify time
limits, and verify that songs will not be doubled. Please send
those lists in as soon as possible.
We are looking at the afterglow location right now. As far
as organization, only the location will be organized. There will
be no cost to get in, and a bar and menu will be available. I
will send the location out as soon as it is solidified; we will
announce the location to guests after the concert.
We are hoping to get some support (in the way of lowered
costs) from a few local hotels/motels. We will get that info out
as soon as possible.
John Coffin will be doing quartet coaching on Friday
night, in the gym, and there may be some woodshedding
later.
We will need additional risers again. We are trying to get
an inventory of what the school can provide, then I'll send
more info. We are working on setting up coffee & snacks for
during breaks. There will be water fountains in the school, but
you may want to bring bottled water if that's what you prefer.
Any questions, comments, ideas, or concerns, please
have your chorus director, president, or representative contact me, after checking the web site. We are looking forward
to another great year, and look forward to singing with you all
again. See you in Silverton!

Youth In Harmony News from Around the District

The boys learning choreography
Youth Harmony Camp in Socorro, NM
Youth Outreach VP

Carlos Aguayo
It’s an exciting time of
year, as the district’s two
Youth Harmony Camp
events are ramping up
and getting students registered now, both
of which represent a collaborative effort of
several chapters, and feature coaches
from both BHS and SAI on their coaching
staff.

The girls learning choreography
Youth Harmony Camp in Socorro, NM

Word has reached us that the two YIH west-side festivals
this spring were a rousing success as well. The Salt Lake City
and the Wasatch Front chapters hosted a Youth Harmony
Workshop on March 10 with 71 students and educators participating.
The Rexburg, Idaho chapter hosted a Youth Harmony
Workshop on February 3 with a whopping 427 students/
educators in attendance. I’m looking forward to an exciting
summer, be sure and say hello if you see me in Portland!

In the Denver
area, the Summer
Harmony Camp
will be held July
20-22
at
the
YMCA’s
Estes
Park Center. This
is a packed three days of harmony for
only $50, with space for up to 100 students. Details and registration forms are
online at summerharmonycamp.com.
In the Albuquerque area, students
from around New Mexico will attend
Youth Harmony Camp June 13-16 at the
New Mexico Tech campus in Socorro.
This four-day camp features top coaching
talent and lots of singing time, including a
talent show and a closing concert to
showcase what the students have
learned. Information can be found at
nmyhc.com.

Colorado youth singing up a storm and “getting their groove on”
in Estes Park at 2011 Youth Retreat
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Learning the eight-part show finale
Clinicians included Matt Vaive and Beth Bruce.
Tony Pranaitis, Outreach VP
Denver MountainAires
tonychiro@juno.com
Summer Harmony Camp is July
20-22 in Estes Park. We have an outstanding faculty and staff ready to
provide 80 young people (high school
and Jr. high) with a spectacular singing experience. These singers will be excellent prospects for Sound of the Rockies youth
chorus, 52eighty (in fact, Summer Harmony Camp was part of
the nucleus that formed 52eighty).

2012

We'd love to have every high school (and junior high) chorus
member attend Summer Harmony Camp - and bring your
friends! Here's your opportunity to give your friends a taste of
what you love. Please share this with everyone who is connected
to young people who love to sing. Printed posters are available
for anyone who needs them—ask me! Thanks for reaching out to
youth!

LOVE TO SING? CHECK THIS OUT!
Weekend Harmony Camp in Estes Park for $50
Check out the music at www.SummerHarmonyCamp.com
(public access to full mix recordings -- password provided
when you register for camp to download part-predominant mp3
learning tracks). Sing with the finest quartets in the region!
Registration online. Sign up now (limit 40 girls and 40 guys)

SEND THIS TO EVERY FRIEND YOU
KNOW WHO ALSO LOVES TO SING

Beth Bruce working with the girls at the
Youth Harmony Camp in Socorro, NM

Matt Vaive working with the boys at the
Youth Harmony Camp in Socorro, NM
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Apropos is the District Seniors Quartet Champion

RMD QUARTETS IN OMAHA

IGNITION
Ryan Wilson, Br Denny Malone, Bs Curtis Terry, L Dan Testa, T

BLUE STEELE
Tim Steider, T Shawn Mondragon, L Greg Titus, Bs Cameron Steider, Br

FASTLANE
Gray Jackson, Br, Gian Porro, Bs, Paul Dover, L, Doyle Cline, T

APROPOS
Jim Cole, Br James Curts, Bs Jack Gibbs, L Dave Waddell, T

RENAISSANCE
Jeff Click, Br, Anthony Pennington, L, John Coffin, Bs, Rod Sgrignoli, T

VINTAGE
Pete Donohue, T, Bill Wilton, L, Dan Donohue, Bs, Dan George, Br
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Music & Performance VP

Jeff Click
jclick@msn.com
Well, it's back in the saddle again. Some of you
might remember I was in this position back in 19931995 before I moved to Europe. It's been a busy
time, but some good experiences. Directing and coaching groups in the
UK and Germany, and of course singing in quartets! I am looking forward
to working with all of you and hope to increase the educational opportunities available to each individual.
As you may have heard, the district is taking a different tack this next
year by combining the RMD Harmony College with the Spring Prelims.
We are currently working on the schedule and possible classes for this
event. So if you have any ideas or suggestions, now is the time to send
them my way!

FOUNDATION
Andy Jaramillo, Wes Short,
Aaron Jaramillo, Tyler Wigginton

I also encourage every chapter to have a talk about what your educational desires might be. I will be contacting every chapter Music VP over
the coming months to see how I might be able to assist.

Contest photos were marginal, so I chose to run a
recognizable photo of our college reps to Portland

Vintage photo was taken from files; no contest photos were available

PINNACLE
Dave Ellis, T Eric Dirks, L
Brad Stevens, Bs Brian Bellof, Br
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PHOTOS BY JOHN AND BARBARA ELVING

Voice of Democracy, May 2012
Rapid City, SD, editor John Elving

Music Is Cool After School!
It was a short night—a very short
night. It was also an early time of day to
be singing. Sing they did, however, and
far above expectations. Huh? What are
you talking about?
The Mt. Rushmore chapter (Shrine of
Democracy chorus) was having their
annual spring Show on Saturday, May 5,
2012. The headliner quartet had been set
for quite some time. What was different
was that the quartet, McPhly, was also
planning on making a presentation in the
two high schools in the area. Each member of the quartet took a day off from work
so they could come a day early to make
that presentation.
Due to unfortunate work schedules,
they couldn’t leave the Denver area until
just after 6 p.m. on Thursday evening.
That meant driving through the night and
arriving in Rapid City at about 2 a.m. on
Friday morning. Yet they were up, semibright-eyed and in good spirits and voice
to make the first presentation at 8 a.m.

wing and work with him, guiding him
along the way through the tag. Did he
sing the notes as they should be? Hardly.
But he sang, and with the joy that few of
us remember to do all the time. And that
joy was transferred to the rest of the
class, teachers, and we visiting singers.

They answered questions, they talked
about the different styles that they were
singing and discovered that out of the first
three songs, the students liked the barbershop song the best. That’s what led
into the discussion of the differences in
our style of a cappella music—that being
the flatted seventh in the chord that
makes things ring.
After representing barbershop music
to those two classes, it was off to the second high school—Stevens High—after a
short stop for breakfast. They were
scheduled to sing for two classes there,
but ended up singing for three. First was
the Concert Choir to sing for. Again what
a wonderful presentation they gave them.
As they did at Central HS, they taught the
class a tag, My Michelle, thanks to the
vocal genius of Travis Tabares singing
all parts, soprano through bass.
Next class was the ninth grade men’s
chorus. Probably the most important and
touching moments came when they
taught a different tag to the boys. They
had a quartet come up to sing the tag.
You need to realize that this is a class
that is made up of guys who are mostly
there to fulfill their fine arts credit. They
aren’t dedicated music students for the
most part, although there are some who
are. When that quartet had finished singing the tag, they asked if there were other
guys who wanted to sing in a quartet.

What a presentation it was! They sang
for the first of two classes at Central High
School, where the Shrine of Democracy
chorus had rehearsed just the night before. Not only did they sing well, enthralling the students gathered for the
class, they talked about what make barbershop music different than other forms
of music that they sing.

One of the guys just couldn’t wait to
get up to sing. This is a young man with
Down’s syndrome. Not only did he try
very hard to sing the tag, but he was
cheered on by the rest of the class when
he finished. What was especially touching
for we chapter members in attendance
was the fact that the members of McPhly
made the effort to take him under their

McPhly did an outstanding job representing not only a cappella music to the
students, but also barbershop singing in
particular. They went far and above what
had been asked or expected of them.
They truly were great ambassadors of our
music and proof to those students that
“Music is Cool After School.” There’s
always a place for music in your life, so
don’t stop making music.
Did I mention that McPhly was also
the headliner quartet on our show? The
work they started in the schools carried
over into the great work they did with our
audiences and our chorus members.
Singing on little or no sleep? That’s what
we barbershoppers do!
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Albuquerque, New Mexico, is the
county seat of Bernalillo County and is
situated in the central part of the state,
straddling the Rio Grande. The city population was 545,852 as of the 2010 census
and ranks as the 32nd largest city in the
U.S. As of June 2007, the city was the
sixth fastest-growing in America. It has a
metropolitan population of 887,077 as of
the 2010 census.

Welcome to Albuquerque, New Mexico
Thriving Southwestern spirit, more than 300 years of history and a
unique blend of cultures make Albuquerque one of the most colorful
cities in the United States. At once playful and laid back, the classy
bohemian personality of this city results from a mash
mash--up of Latin, Indian and European flavors fused to road
road--trip
trip--era Americana. Albuquerque is a modern city of a million residents where gentlemen ranchers
don their finest Stetsons to visit the opera and lawyers saunter into
work wearing hand
hand--tooled boots. Downtown offers sassy, margarita
margarita-filled nightclubs and a few cool lounges, and every corner of the city is
bursting with restaurants serving countless variations of the spectacular local cuisine.

Hotels

Restaurants

Albuquerque offers a variety of lodging options, from outstanding luxury hotels to budget-friendly inns. When looking for hotels in Albuquerque, it’s key to
remember that the hotels vary widely
depending on their neighborhood.
Downtown, like most major city hubs, is
home to flashy upscale hotels, such as
the Hyatt Regency Albuquerque, aimed
at discerning business travelers. Uptown
in the shopping district, Albuquerque
hotels like the Sheraton are ready to
welcome leisure travelers and shop-aholics. Of course, hotels around the Albuquerque airport and UNM are perfect
for budget-minded folks and overnight
business travelers who want nice accommodations and an easily accessible
location. Historic Old Town (just a hop
and a skip from downtown) is the place
to go for beautiful boutique hotels that
are as rich in Southwestern charm as
they are in history.

Fervently challenging the culinary supremacy of flashy cities like
New York and San Francisco, the
restaurant scene in Albuquerque is
nothing short of excellent. Fans of
South American and Mexicaninspired Southwestern food should
definitely check out hotspots like
Los Equipales, a dining establishment boasting a fantastic menu of
authentic Mexican food, or
McGrath’s, which blends American
favorites with Argentinean flair. The
French fare at Le Café Miche is outof-this-world, and Scalo is celebrated for its preparations of traditional
Italian cuisine. Wine lovers can enjoy snazzy bistros like Zinc Wine
Bar and Savoy Bar & Grill. The
short trip to Santa Fe offers an
equally impressive array of restaurants. Albuquerque.com now features online dining reservations.

Albuquerque is the 57th largest United
States metropolitan area. The Albuquerque MSA population includes the city of
Rio Rancho. Albuquerque is home to the
University of New Mexico (UNM), Kirtland
Air Force Base, Sandia National Laboratories, Lovelace Respiratory Research
Institute, and Petroglyph National Monument. The Sandia Mountains run along
the eastern side of Albuquerque, and the
Rio Grande flows through the city, north
to south.

Albuquerque was named by the provincial governor Don Francisco Cuervo y
Valdes in honor of Don Francisco Fernandez de la Cueva y Enriquez de Cabrera,
viceroy of New Spain from 1653 to 1660.
One of de la Cueva's aristocratic titles
was Duke of Albuquerque, referring to the
Spanish town of Albuquerque.
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Events
Albuquerque offers a variety of
events to appeal to tourists and locals
alike. The Albuquerque International
Balloon Fiesta, held in early October,
is the largest hot air balloon gathering—and the most photographed
event of any kind in the world.

Nightlife
Nightlife in Albuquerque pulses
with a spicy southwestern panache.
There are places for sipping añejos at
a sophisticated pace and places for
line-dancing to country and western
music, places for consuming a shocking amount of margaritas and places
for exploring the finest wines of the
world. The diverse scene isn’t large,
but there are plenty of options for creative folks to indulge in.
Local favorites for easygoing fun
include Billy’s Long Bar and Kelly’s
Brewery. The UNM students might
not make it through the day without
staples like Joe’s Place and The Library. For a step up into flashier,
more big-city style, check out Sauce
or O-PM, or just settle into the mellow
streams of jazz and fine wine at
hotspots like The Cellar Bar or Il Bar.

Albuquerque also hosts the New
Mexico State Fair for two and a half
weeks every September at Expo New
Mexico, as well as the annual Gathering of Nations Pow-Wow, which attracts more than 3,000 Native American dancers and singers from 500
tribes every April.
The Revolutions International Theatre Festival takes place every January, and hundreds of national and
international performances take place
throughout the year. Buy tickets to
Albuquerque events. Concert tickets
to the Journal Pavilion, Theater tickets to Popejoy Hall and more.

Attractions
In addition to the numerous exciting events Albuquerque hosts on an annual
basis, there are dozens of spectacular attractions available year-round. The
Sandia Peak Tramway takes passengers on a breathtaking ride from the foothills to the 10,000-foot peaks of the Sandia Mountains, with views of Martianhued canyons, green forests, and wildlife such as bighorn sheep along the way.
The Petroglyph National Monument offers a unique glimpse into the distant past
of indigenous peoples of the area.
The Indian Pueblo Culture Center features a network of museums, galleries
and gift shops showcasing the history, culture, arts and crafts of the 19 Pueblo
tribes of New Mexico. The Albuquerque Biological Park, Cliff’s Amusement Park
and historic Old Town are all popular spots as well. Rock climbers can find
routes from one to ten pitches and all levels of difficulty in the beautiful Sandias
bordering the east side of town.
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Ray
“Ho-Ho”
Holdsworth, a well traveled barbershopper (most
recently with the Denver
MountainAires), has
settled in Pueblo with his
wife Colleen, sings lead,
and is serving as Music & Performance
VP for the Pueblo chapter. Just can’t
keep a good man away. Ray has sung in
chapters from California to Washington,
and from Idaho to Florida.
They are also putting on another
Ready, Set, Sing! membership drive this
year. The last one worked out really well,
with two new members added to the chorus! The chorus is really happy to have
Steve Hermanson and Nick Medonich,
both basses, with them! Steve is an experienced barbershopper and has already
volunteered as Marketing & PR VP.

Rich Rhoades T, Roger Bray, L
Gene Schmidt, B, Bob Adamson, br

Unexpected Pleasure

Director of the Arkansas River Chorus is Betty Bray, ably assisted by husband Roger Bray. Roger also does double-duty singing lead with the chapter
quartet Unexpected Pleasure and lead
with the Major Chords from the Peak
Experience (Colo. Springs Metro) chorus..
Their new rehearsal venue is the First
United Methodist church, downtown at
11th and Court St. They sing at 7:00 p.m.
Tuesdays. Enter the south side of church.
For more info call President Gene
Schmidt at 719-980-1426.
They have some great things planned
for 2012! Already they are starting new
Christmas songs for their show, learning
some new songs for a change that are
not in the Society Christmas book.
They are also going to have a high
school quartet contest at that show. It
should be a great time! Each quartet will
be supplied a song from the Society book
and will be voted on by the audience and
scholarship money will be awarded to the
top four quartets. They are working on the
Star Spangled Banner to do a CD that
can be sent to local sports events., and
may even do a song CD now that they
have the opportunity!

Roger Bray directing the chorus
at a recent chapter meeting

STEVE

NICK

They have 15 members with about 11
active. With a smaller chapter, they sometimes struggle for parts, but they are having a good time singing under Betty and
Roger.

Bob Salcetti, T, Roger Bray, L
Woody Woods, B, John Megow, br

MAJOR CHORDS
Colo. Springs Metro/Pueblo
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A cappella music is alive and well and heard in Grand Junction
By Cherry Odelberg
Grand Junction Places & Faces Examiner
www.com.examiner
Vocal Spectrum, Int’l Quartet Champions, appeared on stage at the Avalon
Theater in Grand Junction. They have
been singing together since 2003. Their
appearance for concert goers of Grand
Junction was courtesy of the Bookcliff
Barbershop Harmony Chorus. Tim
Waurick, Eric Dalbey, Chris Hallam and
Jonny Moroni took the stage to mesmerize the audience with seamless a cappella vocals on Saturday night, April 14. The
responsive crowd was treated to Broadway classics sung by the Bookcliff Chorus and representative quartets of the
chorus during the first half.
After intermission, choir students from
Bookcliff Middle School and East Middle
School provided a sampling of school
District 51 musical talent. At the matinee
performance earlier in the day, Holy Family School and Orchard Mesa Middle
School were featured. Central High
School Madrigal Singers warmed up the
stage with a couple of well-polished and
executed a cappella numbers.

With a diverse repertoire of crowd
pleasing numbers Vocal Spectrum both
entertained and soothed the listening
ears. As Vocal Spectrum approached
the end of their set and prepared to say
goodbye with a stunning cover arrangement of Good Vibrations, musically delirious junior high girls rushed from front row
seats toward the stage, stretching out
beseeching hands toward the singers,
hoping for good luck to brush off.
While baritone Jonny Moroni opened
his arms to welcome the adulation, Chris
Hallam quipped that he had always wondered how it felt to be a Beatle. The junior
high girls, many of them weekday music
students of Bookcliff chorus director Raisha Quinn, were expressing sentiments
heartily shared by grown women and men
in the audience for an encore of such
beautifully rendered music. Yes, a cappella music is alive and well and thriving in
Grand Junction.

Hoy Cow
By Jim Witt
Close Harmony singing to that pesky
COW. The chorus was well represented
tonight. Again thanks and well-done.
We had fun eating, fellowshipping and
singing. Time will tell how much we
will make; BUT it is more than if we
had not had this event. We certainly did
help their day be more profitable.

Edited for space from the May Bookclef, Owen Carroll, editor

Black Canyon Chorus presents Award of Harmony
to Jim Kerschner during Show
Jim Kerschner, left, receives the Award of Harmony presented by member Rex
Pierson. This award recognizes outstanding achievement in service to the community.
Jim was selected for many reasons including his work with Operation Sweet-Tooth, public service via KUBC and support of local school sports. Jim was also presented with two
US Flags, flown over respective Capital buildings, by State Representative Don Coram
and Scott Streit, District Director for US Congressman Scott Tipton. Jim served as show
master of ceremonies; now, that’s thinking!
Editor Bill Sutton: their show went very well with a full house and a full afterglow;
chorus sang well and the Crew held up their end as headliners. Sounds like a great time!
Kudos to show chairman Dr. Bob and his hard working crew (uh, that would be everyone, right?).
Photos by Dennis Olmstead

You are all invited to take part in the biggest harmony show of the season. We're eager to hear from choruses, quartets, Sweet Adeline's, and a
capella groups to grace the stage of the Chautauqua Summer Concert Series in Boulder. Please contact me as soon as you can with the name of
your quartet or chorus and the songs you'd like to perform.
Allan Barker, abarker@lexmark.com

Sunday afternoon, August 26th

2:00 pm
Sign up for
Pick-up Quartet Contest
3:00 pm
Pick-up Quartet Contest
4:00 pm
Massed Chorus Rehearsal
4:45 pm
Bratwurst & Potato salad Picnic
4:45 pm - 6:00 pm
Chorus orientation/practice on stage

Massed Chorus Repertoire
Pole-Cat Medley (Wild Irish Rose,
Down Our Way, Nellie), Coney
Island Baby, Sweet and Lovely,
God Bless America
Director:

Doors open 6:30
7:00 pm - Evening Show
Quartets and Choruses

8:00 pm - Intermission 15:00
Quartets and Choruses

Front Range Massed Chorus
Afterglow follows
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August 18 - 19, 2012
Barbershoppers from around the five state region converge on Hill City to get acquainted or reacquainted with each other, work on some songs and technique,
and then perform in front of the World’s Largest Quartet—Mt. Rushmore.
This year’s guest director and clinician will be Jim Bagby, Master Director and
director emeritus of the Kansas City, MO Heart of America Chorus, one
of the finest choruses in the world, baritone of Rural Route 4, International
quartet champions in 1986 and currently singing baritone with Tone Henge
seniors comedy quartet.
Again this year there will be a Friday evening “Somewhat Serious Quartet Contest” in which quartets will be formed that evening, with people they may not
previously know, to compete for the prized “Gold Medal.” For all barbershoppers,
this is a great time to have fun doing what we do best—sing. Make sure you put
this on your calendar as a weekend not to miss!

Check our web site for further information about this exciting event.

www.shrineofdemocracychorus.org
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RMD CHAPTER BARBERSHOPPERS OF THE YEAR

Pieter Wouden
Mount Rushmore

Rex Abelein
D. MountainAires

Keith Kaufman
Denver Mile High

Steve Ottem
Colby

Hal Ratcliff
Albuquerque

Lawrence Rothhaupt
Colorado Springs

WHO HAS YOUR CHAP-

AS
BOTY?

TER HONORED

Why not share it
with the RMD?

Paul West
Longmont

Tom Chamberlain
Montrose

PUBLISHED BY THE
ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT

Steven Jackson, editor
215 Cheyenne St. Lot 18
Golden, CO 80403
720 389-8739
sjjbullead@comcast.net

PROUD MEMBER OF PROBE

RMD Calendar of Events
RMD Secretary Dick Stark luronp@msn.com
*Preliminary Clearance Dates reserved without BMI license until
6 months before the event
** Dates not reserved until BMI license issued

2012
June 16
Denver MountainAires showcase
June 23
Denver Mile High, Gates Hall, DU
July 1-8
International Convention,
Portland, OR
July 20-22
Silverton Music Festival,
Silverton, CO
July 29-Aug 5
Harmony University
St. Joseph, MO
Aug 17-18
Harmony Happening in the Hills
Rapid City, SD
Aug 26
Chautauqua, Boulder, CO

Sep 28-30
RMD Fall Convention
Albuquerque, NM
Oct 27
Leadership Forum, SLC, UT
Nov 17
Leadership Forum, Denver, CO
Excel Energy
Dec 8-9
Albuquerque Christmas Show
St. Johns UMC

2013
Jan 7-13
Midwinter Convention, Orlando, FL
April 26-27
RMD Spring Convention
June 30-July 7
International Convention,
Toronto, Canada

Oct 11-13
RMD Fall Convention
Cheyenne, Wyoming
Holiday Inn, headquarters
Cheyenne Civic Center

2014
Jan 28-Feb 2
Midwinter, Long Beach CA
April 25-26
RMD Spring Convention
Sept 26-27
RMD Fall Convention

The 2013 Rocky Mountain
Harmony College will be
part of the RMD Spring
Convention, location yet to
be determined, stay tuned!

