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RMD Fall Convention Results
Complete scores and competitor photos can be found
in the convention digest along with other
convention highlights — to be posted and emailed

Sound of the Rockies
2011 District Chorus Champions
Denver Mile High chapter scores 1058 with 92 men on stage to capture yet another championship

The Crew
2011 District Quartet Champions
Adam Reimnitz, T, Scott Delude, L, Tyler Wigginton, Bs,
Denver Mile High chapter

Saltaires
Qualify for Portland International Convention
Wasatch Front chapter scores 959 with 28 men to advance to International competition

Paramount
Fall Novice Quartet Champions
Bernalillo County, New Mexico

Sugar House
District Seniors Quartet Champions
Wasatch Front, Utah
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District President

Lee Taylor
jaguarbari@msn.com

Great convention in Colorado Springs
Quartet talent gets better every year
and this contest didn't disappoint. It was
exciting to hear such a large field with
every foursome delivering its best work.
Congratulations to The Crew who will
reign as District Quartet Champions for
the next year. Well deserved.
Our field of choruses was great this
year, with a number of groups returning to
the stage after absences of various
lengths. Sound of the Rockies gave us a
fine performance, and took the District
Chorus Championship honors. The Saltaires won the qualifying competition and
have earned the right to represent the
Rocky Mountain District at the International Competition in Portland. Nice job,
fellows.

BOD and HOD at
Rocky Mountain Harmony College!
Now there's another reason to support
this great event. Because the spring convention is being held jointly with the Central States District convention in Omaha
(which is a fur piece from most of us) the
Board of Directors and House of Delegates meeting will be held in conjunction
with the Rocky Mountain Harmony College at Estes Park, Colorado. This is truly
an opportunity to "take care of business"
while enjoying great classes and coaching at the District's premier music training
event.
Chapter Visitations
The Society has mandated visitations
to every chapter in North America during
calendar 2011. These are for the purpose
sounding out your concerns and to get a
sense of every chapter's culture. The
visitors are Nashville staff or RMD officers, and their purpose is to learn more
about all of our chapters and to determine
how to direct resources in coming years.
Please make these guys welcome and
share some great barbershop fun with
them.
District leadership opportunities

RMD

Vocal Expressions is
published five times yearly
Jan/Feb, March/April, May/June,
Aug/Sept & Nov/Dec issues
are posted online
Send articles, photos, ads, business cards, news, etc. in ASCII
text, jpgs, text only, pdf, or Word
documents. Subscription price is
$5.00 per year.

VE DEADLINES
Jan/Feb: Dec 20
March/April: Feb 20
May/June: April 20
Aug/Sept: July 20
Nov/Dec: Nov. 20
Unless carrying a byline, all
articles are by editor and may
or may not reflect the views of
the Rocky Mountain District.

At our most recent House of Delegates meeting, the question arose as to
how men interested in serving in the District leadership can be considered for
future positions. An excellent way to get
your foot in the door is the Chapter Counselor program, administered by Brett
Foster. Brett can give you the details, but
Counselors are advocates who assist
their assigned chapters to flourish in the
chapters' own terms.
A Counselor can be a great conduit to
District resources and beyond, and they
approach their task with an open mind
and a willingness to help. If you're a barbershopper with at least five years of experience, give Brett Foster an email for
more information. His email address is
bfblgs@hotmail.com.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Due to some unfortunate circumstances
which the Contest Administrators and our
RMD Vice President of Contest and Judging were unaware, the following changes
in the quartet contest had to be made.
Because one of the quartet members was
not currently a member of the Society,
Entourage, who were named 2011 RMD
Fall District Quartet Champions became
ineligible.
The Crew, which finished just one percentage point behind them, are your new
District Quartet Champions for 2011. Also
moving up in the rankings are The Orange Pineapples and Blue Steele which
will become the second and third place
quartets.
This was not an easy decision to make,
but was made necessary due to the violation of Article I.A.1 of the BHS Contest
Rules. Entourage has been very gracious in dealing with this matter and it is
hoped that this quartet will continue to
work and become our champions in the
future. They are a wonderful quartet and
a great group of guys who need to be
heard for some time to come.
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Imm. Past President

Duane Bosveld

Woody Woods
woody@grwffyn.com

Election Results:
Another Successful Convention
for Rocky Mountain District

President Lee Taylor
Executive Vice President Kevin Pape
Secretary Dick Stark

We have now completed another successful Fall Convention. For those that attended, thank you from the district board, the host chapter, and me. For those that were
not able to make it this year, you were certainly missed.

Immediate Past President Woody Woods

Special thanks go to your host chapter, the Colorado
Springs - America The Beautiful Chorus. Jim Campbell
(host chapter chairman) and his team were amazing!
Thanks for making this convention a huge success. You
have set the bar high for chapters that host the 2012 and
beyond conventions!

We have one member of the district who has indicated an interest in "shadowing" one of the members of the Board of Directors. I will be happy to entertain any interest in any of the Board
of Director positions as well as the operations team positions.
For those interested, the position descriptions are found in the
district Operations Manual which is at

Now, we can look forward to the 2012 events. Plans for
Rocky Mountain Harmony College (and the spring 2012
House of Delegates meeting) are complete. Check out the
registration info on the district website, rmdsing.org. And
planning has begun for our 2012 Spring Convention and
Quartet Prelims, which will be in Omaha, Nebraska as we
join the CSD Convention. No wonder I'm tired! But this is
the good kind, with time and efforts given to a hobby that
has no equal.

http://www.rmdsing.org/docs/
RMD_Operations_Manual_September_2010.pdf

For booking information, contact
George Davidson
manager@stormfrontquartet.com
For more information visit
www.stormfrontquartet.com

2010 International Quartet Champions

Contact Curtis Terry

720 364-5800

Treasurer Dave Myers

Chapter Services Leadership Training VP Brett Foster
Chorus Director Development VP Bob Fox
Contest & Judging VP John Coffin
Events VP Duane Bosveld
Financial VP Dr. Tony Pranaitis
Marketing & PR VP John Elving
Member Services VP Dr. Tony Pranaitis
Music & Performance VP Pasco Scarpella
Youth In Harmony VP Carlos Aguayo

Harmony Sweepstakes Coming Soon!
The 28th Annual Harmony Sweepstakes a Cappella Festival is coming soon in 2012! You'll recall that our own
quartet Da Capo (MAD) won the National Championship
and Audience Favorite in May 2011, and now is your
chance! Regional competitions are being held in eight
areas on the following dates: Mid-Atlantic - February 25;
Los Angeles - March 3; New York, Pacific NW and San
Francisco Bay - March 10; Chicago - March 31; Boston
and Denver - TBA.
The winning vocal groups from all the regional competitions will go to the National Finals, to be held on Saturday, May 12, 2012 in San Rafael, California. For more
information, see the Harmony Sweepstakes website.
And, if you enter, please let us know!
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Membership VP

Tony Pranaitis
tonychiro@juno.com

Operation Harold Hill
Is Coming Again!
Get ready for the return of that "Music
Man" who turned River City upside down
by focusing everyone on the joy of music.
The year 2012 will be a Society-wide
membership drive, for all chapters who
will "opt-in." Each participating chapter will
be assigned a "Harold Hill"...a proven
recruiter who will guide your chapter in a
recruitment program that fits your chapter
culture. Each participating chapter will set
a goal for new members, and your
"Harold Hill" will help you realize your
dream of membership growth.
Many details of the program will be
unveiled at Leadership Forum in Dallas
on Nov 3-4, after which you can expect to
learn more from me, from LiveWire, and
from the Harmonizer. How to get ready:

Music & Performance VP

Youth In Harmony VP

Dr. Pasco Scarpella

Carlos Aguayo

Five year member
Sings baritone
Sound of the Rockies
DENVER MILE HIGH
Breaking News

Two year member
Sings baritone
Duke City Sound
BERNALILLO COUNTY
Paramount

4182 WCR 27
Ft. Lupton, CO 8062
303 659-8200
“Karen”
pascoscarpella@gmail.com

12231 Academy Rd NE #301-178
Albuquerque, M 87111
505 349-8603
“Clara”
caguayo@gmail.com

1. Consider how many new members
YOUR chapter would like to recruit in
2012. How many tenors, leads, baritones,
basses? Harold Hill was a dreamer who
never saw obstacles, only opportunities.
Start dreaming.
2. Get your chapter house in order,
with guest books, name badges, learning
tracks, prepare to teach tags, make it
FUN for your guests. Make sure every
aspect of your chapter meeting is "guestfocused." Practice "barbershop hospitality."
3. Have a "riser-buddy" system ready
so you can assign a personal mentor for
each guest, and make sure the riser
buddy checks up on his every need. Have
the riser buddy personally introduce the
guest to everyone, especially your director and the chapter leaders.
If you can do this homework, you will
be ready to hit the ground running when
Operation Harold Hill rolls out in January!
This was our Society's most successful membership campaign back in the
90's...and we can make the second edition even MORE successful! Let's share
the joy of music in our communities, one
singer at a time!

A Plea for Old BOTY Photos
Steve Jackson, editor
I have been looking for several photos to complete the pictorial roster of past
RMD Barbershoppers of the Year. I published a partial roster last year
(included with the 2011 Directory). Surely someone has some decent photos,
especially if you were in the same chapter or quartet (I’m a whiz at cropping)?
Max Lloyd, Salt Lake City, 1979 deceased
* Lindy Levitt, Rapid City, 1980 deceased
* Russ Bull, Casper, 1981
* Jack Smith, Albuquerque, 1984 deceased
** Steve Webb, Denver, 1987 deceased
* Dan Baker, Denver, 1992
George Beagley, Salt Lake City, 1994 deceased
Lou Schuman, Billings, 1998 deceased (RMD editor)
** Jim Halen, Longmont (now in Cedar City), 2001
** Lee Ischinger, Loveland, 2004 deceased
* District President

** Board member
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District Secretary

Dick Stark

Electing and
Reporting Officers
It’s that time of year for chapters to be looking ahead to next
year, and putting the leaders in place that can guide the chapter
through next year’s activities. Elections typically should be about
wrapped up by now, but if not, it’s time to hold elections. At least
a core group of officers should be in place.
Officers need to be entered into the eBiz system on the
Society’s website www.barbershop.org so that they can be
contacted by the Society and District as necessary.
Chapter presidents and secretaries have the necessary
permissions to enter and edit this information. Once on the website, go to Members Only (large yellow box); then take the cursor to My Memberships; and select My Chapters from dropdown menu. A page will appear with your chapter(s) listed; select
your chapter by double-clicking on the chapter name.
A page will come up displaying your chapter roster, and several options listed in blue as a ring menu at the top. Select Chapter Leaders; this will bring up a page with current chapter leaders listed by position. At the top left will be a selection box where
you can select Past, Present, or Future leaders from a dropdown menu.
If you are entering chapter officers for next year, and are doing so before January 1, 2012, select Future; a page will appear
showing any future officers currently in place (this will be the
case if you entered officers last year with a two-year term, for

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2011

example). If you need to enter additional officers, scroll to the
bottom of the page, and use the template to add officers by title.
Select the name of the Chapter Member from the drop down
list of your roster members; and do the same for the name of the
Role he will be entering. Type in Start Date and End Date; the
start date will probably be 1/01/2012 and the end date
12/31/2012. If you elect officers for two-year terms, then use the
December 31 date for the year the two-year term ends.
Note: names of members will appear only if they are current members with dues paid; otherwise, you will have to make
sure they get current by renewing their membership before they
can be entered as officers.
There is also a place to enter Non-Member Leaders; this is
typically used when, for example, your musical director is a
woman, and therefore not a regular Society member. People like
these can be Associate Members, paying half the normal dues,
and getting many of the benefits of regular membership. If you
know the person’s Associate ID, enter it here, and then select the
role from the next box. Start date and end date are entered as
above. If you are not sure of an Associate Member’s ID, contact
Becca Box at International in Nashville bbox@barbershop.org.
She can get you the information you need directly; I can intercede if necessary, but it usually requires a contact with the Society office to come up with these numbers. If you’d rather, send
me an email with your chapter’s slate officers, and I’d be glad to
enter the information on your behalf.
Finally, make sure your new (and returning) officers attend
one of the Rocky Mountain District’s Leadership Academies,
which will be held on November 12 in Denver and November 19
in Eden, Utah (outside Salt Lake City). Information and registration forms are available on the district website www.RMDSing.org
and on next page. See you there!
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Denver, CO
November 12, 2011
Excel Energy Building

Salt Lake City, UT
November 19, 2011
Mike Deputy’s Lake Home

2011 Leadership Academy
ATTENTION CHAPTER OFFICERS
Plan now to send representatives from your chapter to one of the two Leadership Academies. Please pre-register using
the form below and send registrations via email or snail mail. Registration cost $45 per person up to four.
Additional attendees do not pay!

Four Tracks Available
GOVERNANCE
President, Executive VP, IPP, Secretary, Treasurer

MUSIC
Chorus Director, Music & Performance VP, Section Leaders

INTERNAL OPERATIONS
Membership VP, Chapter Development VP, Sunshine, Program VP

EXTERNAL OPERATIONS
Marketing & PR VP, Events VP, YMIH VP, Bulletin/Web Editor

.

Chapter Name:
Which LA do you plan to attend?

Denver / Salt Lake (circle one)

Attendee:

Track? Governance / Music / Internal Ops / External Ops (circle one)

Attendee:

Track? Governance / Music / Internal Ops / External Ops (circle one)

Attendee:

Track? Governance / Music / Internal Ops / External Ops (circle one)

Attendee:

Track? Governance / Music / Internal Ops / External Ops (circle one)

The cost to attend this RMD event is a legitimate chapter expense and is kept low to encourage your
participation without breaking the bank. Please send as many chapter officers and members as you like.
Leadership Academy cost: $45 per attendee up to four attendees per chapter.
Additional chapter attendees do not pay a registration fee.
Please mail your registrations to:
Brett Foster, 1615 Clark Ave, Billings, MT 59102
Please email registrations to:
bfblgs@hotmail.com
Make checks payable to Rocky Mountain District (bring check to the Leadership Academy)
If you have questions, please contact Brett Foster at: bfblgs@hotmail.com or call (406) 661-1538
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RMD Exec. VP

Kevin Pape
kevsingslead@comcast.net
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Dr. Dan Clark
Music & Performance VP, Dean

danjama@scottsbluff.net

Task Force Appointed
My thoughts return to the recently completed RMD Fall Convention in Colorado
Springs. What a great event, but it was not without it’s challenges. I have been thinking about our District as a whole for
quite a long time. I’ve had conversations with many district members about our events and have received quite a variety of responses when I ask why more of our district membership doesn’t
choose to attend our conventions and Rocky Mountain Harmony
College.
I believe the question simply boils down to, what value do we
place on our events? Once this question is answered, things will
get better. Now I’m not saying we’re on the brink of failure!
Rather, I want to understand why more of my brothers in harmony stay home? Is it a matter of money? Is it the same old thing
over and over again? Is it distance? Is it the time of year? Is it
poor communication? Well, it’s all of them and maybe more.
So now what do we do? We put out heads together and figure it out, that’s what we do. I have assembled a Task Force to
address these questions and have requested your input. Boy,
have I received input; THANK YOU! Your comments range
from, “it’s simple, things are too expensive” to creative ideas to
change our event structures.

Rocky Mountain Harmony College
The 2012 version of the Rocky Mountain Harmony College
is just around the corner, February 3-4-5. This should be a humdinger! Rich Knight, the great lead singer of the beloved Gas
House Gang gold medal quartet from 1993,
has agreed to return for a record FOURTH
year to coach quartets. Many of you have experienced the great coaching from this man,
and have made it clear you’d like to have him
back. HE’S COMING!
We have been fortunate to have gold
medal quartets as faculty and performers at
RMHC for several years, and this year we’re
having our own Rocky Mountain District International champions (second ever), Storm Front will be on deck
to coach your quartet and to headline our Saturday night show.

The RMD Events Task Force will be looking at all of your input and any additional comments received with the intent to provide the District Board Of Directors (BOD) alternatives to our
present event structure. We will present concise proposals to the
BOD for their consideration.
I am excited about this process because it includes the entire
district. Not one individual is unimportant to this task. Not one
wife or family member is unimportant to this task. Why? Because
this is a family and successful families work things out together.
So I ask you all again, what can be done to make our events a
better value, something that you would attend and encourage
your chapter to attend? Or, what keeps you away, what keeps
your chapter away? Send me your thoughts, your complaints,
your ideas……they’re all important as we move forward. I can tell
you truthfully, every note regardless of content I’ve received is
included in the subject material for the Task Force and any additional information I receive will also be included. Don’t be shy, I’m
not, and all I want is for us all to be able to say, “What a great
Convention!” I can’t wait to hear from you!

Storm Front
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Another coming attraction will be our
SIGHT-SINGING classes, something we’ve
not offered for several years. This will be the
key class in helping you learn those new song
intervals more quickly and accurately. Ann
Scherzinger-Click, an experienced music
educator is an old hand at teaching the techniques of sight reading, and you won’t want to
miss this one.
Bob Calderon, acclaimed presentation
coach throughout the barbershop world, will
be here to teach you how to present a winning program, whether it’s a contest set or
an entertainment feature for your next show.
Bob was on tap to come last year, when a
blizzard changed his plans, and he had to
find his way home through the snow after
spending a day at the Dallas airport. Fortunately, we had the talented Shawn
Mondragon on deck, and he did a fine job of filling in for Bob.
Never say die, says Calderon, and he will be back this year.
RMD’s own Raisha Quinn (Grand Junction director) will be teaching choral directing
for beginners and more advanced directors.
Raisha spends her professional life directing
school music, and generously lends her considerable talents to RMHC to help our good
directors become even better.
By popular demand, we will again have our
panel of International Judges demonstrate
what judges look for on the contest stage. We call it “Through
the Eyes of the Judges,” and it’s always informative and fun for
all. More faculty and coaches are being added, and you’ll hear
more about them in future additions. Stay tuned.
Voice classes...yep! Tag singing....yep! Good food, good
friends, good fun...yep, yep, and yep. It’s all there. And the
early bird registration package is available again. Check the
RMHC flyer in this issue and REGISTER NOW.
Saving the block buster for last, the
Everyman Chorus will be singing again; it’s
been a 100 men (plus) strong the last couple
of years, and great fun. And this year, we
have a BHS giant in the person of Brian
Beck as our EVERYMAN director. Yes, it’s
the same Brian Beck who has won International medals in every voice part except soprano; the Brian Beck whose quartet, the
Dealers Choice, turned quartet singing up
many notches and ushered in the amazing quality of singing you
hear on our international contest stage every year; the Brian
Beck who is one of the most respected musicians in our entire
Society. DON’T MISS IT!
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Saw this in the November Serenade,
Central States District bulletin, editor David Haase

Marketing/Public Relations In
Transition Requires Extra Effort
By Roy Rogers, Marketing and PR VP
Regardless of whether your chapter is keeping its current
marketing/public relations person or electing someone different to
take that responsibility, the changing of chapter assignments in a
new program year requires some extra planning and some extra
work. If you had anything to do with the marketing and/or public
relations efforts of your chapter (and I cannot think of anyone
who would not be involved in some way), consider that this column is written with you in mind.
If you are currently the marketing/pr person in your chapter
and will be re-installed in the office for the coming program
year…now is a great time to look at your job description: have
you lived up to the responsibilities and goals in that document?
Budget numbers in the area of marketing/pr: has there
been enough hard cash to promote show attendance, help with
recruiting efforts, and other things that are done in the area of
marketing?
What about internal communications: Do you or someone
else in your chapter make it a point to keep the email addresses
of your membership, your news media outlets, your prospective
members, your show attendees, your youth groups and others up
to date? If you are an incoming marketing/pr officer…or will be,
make it a point to ask the man who is in that office currently for
help. If you are now that marketing/pr officer and will be turning
your responsibilities over to someone else…take the time to provide as much help as you can to the new office-holder.
Regardless of whether you are new to the job responsibilities
of being a chapter marketing/public relations officer…or are an
old hand at the job, there are some new “props” that will provide
terrific assistance to chapter marketing/pr efforts; actually they
are not new in the strict sense of the word but are definitely worth
repeating.
New Marketing Materials: Customized to YOUR chapter. Visit
www.barbershop.org/public-relations-get-the-wordout to view
samples of both a flyer for YOUR chapter’s show as well as the
new tri-fold brochure to promote your chapter. You send BHS in
Nashville your chapter info and they will create a brochure or
flyer for you to take to your local printer.
Free Promotional Flyers
Layout: email webmaster@barbershop.org your chapter’s name,
your show title, the show venue’s name and exact address,
dates, times and up to two photos of your chapter/other photos
you want to display. BHS Marketing will email you a completed
PDF format flyer for printing. All flyers are 8.5 x 11 inches. Chapters are responsible for actual printing/associated costs).
What issues does your chapter face for the coming program
year? Visit www.barbershop.org/membership-resources to get
great tools and resources to assist your chapter in creating more
fun and excitement at the chapter meeting.
BHS has worked out a deal with Groupanizer to discount the
use of this fantastic online chapter organization tool that can help
your chapter with everything from repertoire to attendance to
music learning tracks. Chapters receive a 20% discount and start
with a two-month free trial. Learn more from:
www.barbershop.org/resources/website-tools.html.
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Quartet Champions

Fall Novice Champions

Sugar House

The Crew

Paramount

Kim Gilbertsen, T, Lauren Rants, L
Lon Szymanski, Bs, Tom Dawson, Br

Adam Reimnitz, T, Scott DeLude, L
Tyler Wigginton, Bs, Michael Troyer, Br

Tony Sparks, T, Noah Langenwalter, L
Carlos Aguayo, Bs, Michael Busse, Br

RMD Quartet Contest Results
#

Quartet

Total Avg.

Quartet

1

The Crew
Denver Mile High & Frank Thorne
Orange Pineapples
Front Range, D. Mile High & D. MountainAires
Blue Steele
Bernalillo County & Bay Area, CA
Hangout
Wasatch Front, Utah Valley & Frank Thorne
Sugar House
Wasatch Front
Paramount
Bernalillo County
Fastlane
D. Mile High & D. MountainAires
SoundScape
Pocatello
Breezeway
Denver Mile High & Frank Thorne
After School
Albuquerque
Side Notes
Utah Valley & Salt Lake City
Black Hills Blend
Mt. Rushmore

1865 77.7

13

1744 72.7

14

1742 72.6

15

1641 68.4

16

1637 68.2

17

1630 67.9

18

1618 67.4

19

1599 66.6

20

1500 62.5

20

753 62.8

21

726 60.5

22

724 60.3

23

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Total Avg.

Quantum Theory
Denver Mile High & Longmont
Less Than Perfect
Longmont
Sterling Silver
Denver Mile High & Longmont
All-a-Chord
Salt Lake City
Intensity
Salt Lake City
Close Harmony
Grand Junction
Rio Bravo
Albuquerque
Velcro
Colorado Springs Metro & Pikes Peak
Brass Rail
Albuquerque
Major Chord
Colorado Springs Metro
Spring Thaw
Colorado Springs Metro & Pikes Peak
The Noise
Boulder

717 59.8
716

59.7

713 59.4
712 59.3
711 59.3
701 58.4
678 56.5
676 56.3
676 56.3
639 53.3
594 49.5
461 38.4

INELIGIBLE

Entourage
Front Range & Denver Mile High

1889 78.7

Panel of Judges
Administrators

Music

Presentation

Singing

Jules Selano ONT
Randy Rensi SWD

Jim Kahlke EVG
Rod Sgrignoli RMD

Sean Devine DIX
Steve Plumb NED

Brian Barford JAD
David Mills SUN
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RMD 2011 Fall Convention Chorus Results
Competitor

Plat

Total

Avg Men

Competitor

Plat

Total

I

1058

88.2

92

6.

America The Beautiful
Colo. Springs/Pikes Peak, Colorado
Dir: Jim Clark

II

814

67.8

34

II

783

65.3

40

IV

769

64.1

19

II

687

57.3

23

II

645

53.8

19

1.

Sound Of The Rockies
Denver Mile High, Colorado
Dir: Darin Drown & Chris Vaughn

2.

Saltaires
Wasatch Front, Utah
Dir: John Sasine

III

959

80.8

28

7.

New MexiChords
Albuquerque, NM
Dir: Jamie Arrington

3.

Duke City Sound
Bernalillo County, New Mexico
Dir: Farris Collins

III

914

76.2

28

8.

Skyline
Utah Valley, Utah
Dir: Adam Haggart

4.

Longs Peak
Longmont, Colorado
Dir: Chris Vaughn

II

863

71.9

41

9.

Bookcliff
Grand Junction, Colorado
Dir: Raisha Quinn & Olyn Carlson

5.

Beehive Statesmen
Salt Lake City, Utah
Dir: Beth Bruce

II

851

70.9

38

10. Denver MountainAires
Denver, Colorado
Dir: Priscilla Shaw

Avg Men

Wasatch Front, Utah qualifies to represent the Rocky Mountain District at the International Chorus Contest next July
Denver Mile High, Colorado is the District Chorus Champion
Denver Mile High, Colorado is the Rocky Mountain District Plateau I Champion
Longmont, Colorado is the Rocky Mountain District Plateau II Champion
Wasatch Front, Utah is the Rocky Mountain District Plateau III Champion
Utah Valley, Utah is the Rocky Mountain District Plateau IV Champion
Colo. Springs/Pikes Peak, Colorado is the Rocky Mountain District Most Improved Chorus

Marketing & PR VP's

Update Your Media Lists in Time
for Fall & Christmas Shows
If you have a media list that's over a
year old, it's time to update it! Staff positions in the media world change fairly
frequently, and our media service,
Vocus, updates each area once a year.
It's easy - just email to: mchapman@barbershop.org and request a list.
Or, if you're a new Marketing & PR VP
and you don't have a list, you need one!
It can help you a great deal in reaching
out to the media. Here's what to do:

•
•

For USA areas, we need the central
zip code and the # of miles radius of
the area you want to cover.
For Canadian cities, we need the
names of the cities you want to
cover.

Also check out this new document for
assistance in communicating with the
media: Press Release Basics. Other PR
help can be found on our website under
Document Center-Marketing and Public
Relations.

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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EMAILS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Steve:

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2011

Nov 2011 Serenade
CSD editor David Haase

Planning for next year

I am in need of a laptop to be used
for RMD sales events. I was wondering if we might be able to put the
word out in the bulletin asking if anyone has a used laptop that they
would be willing to donate to the district. Do you think that would be possible? Please let me know as the previously donated laptop died a couple
of months ago. Thanks for all you do!

By Mark Fuerniss, CSD Secretary
As the year draws to a close and you are planning
your chapter activities for next year, there are a few
things to keep in mind. If you have moved or changed
your phone number be sure to update your information on the Society ebiz web site. Chapter Presidents
or Secretaries must update “Chapter Leaders” before
the end of the year. If these are not updated by the end
of the year, the new officers will not be able to access
the “Chapter Leaders.”

Paige Sgrignoli
tenorpaige01@aol.com
__________________________________________
To the editor:
I am responding to your announcement that the RMD Vocal Expressions
will no longer be printed and mailed. II
am the public relations director for the
Big Sky Chorus here in Billings, Montana and I hope you only receive compliments regarding this decision. I will make
sure that all members of our chapter get
printed versions of this because I really
enjoy reading it. I feel that it can be the responsibility of each
chapter to make sure that their members are kept up to date.
Good luck with this decision.
Tim Sanders
tsanders@billingsclinic.org
Billings, MT
Editor’s Note: I challenge ALL chapters to approach this decision
the same way. Thank you, Tim!

Download the 2011 International
Convention Audio From iTunes!
Everything's up to date from Kansas City! Barbershop lovers
can now purchase and download the full 2011 International Convention quartet and chorus audio recordings through the iTunes
Store®, thanks to our joint effort with Naked Voice Records! This
18-volume set features all 50 quartets and 31 choruses in contestant order, and can be played on your Mac, PC, iPod, iPhoneTM, or AppleTV®.
Naked Voice Records has the world's largest digital catalog of
a cappella music - over six thousand songs from over 400 artists including Vocal Spectrum, Westminster Chorus, ACOUSTIX, The
Vocal Majority, The Alley Cats, Ambiance and The Buffalo Bills.

When you are planning a chapter show for 2012,
be sure you check the date to see if it is available before
you get too far along in your show preparations. According to our District Rules and Regulations, “No chapter
show date that conflicts with a scheduled District or Society event (such as conventions, educational forums
and schools, etc.) can be cleared.” The district also discourages neighboring chapters from scheduling performances on the same date. “When the Secretary receives conflicting show date clearance applications, he
will withhold clearance until all efforts to resolve the conflict have been exhausted.” Give me a phone call or
send me an email to see if a particular date is available
or check the calendar district web site as soon as a
show is cleared.
The Chapter Secretary Manual states “It is wise not
to sign any contracts with talent or a theater facility until
the date has been approved by the district secretary.”
Paul Wietlisbach at the Society office states that without show clearance approval the chapter can’t legally do
the proposed show. He adds, “If they don’t get a license
and do the show anyway, they are running a risk of penalty and theoretically could not hire a Society quartet to
be on their show.”
Failure to get show clearance leaves the chapter
open to penalties or unwanted fees. The Application
for Show Clearance BMI/SESAC License (Form
3016) can be found in the Chapter Secretary Exhibits
manual or on the Society web site under “documents”
and should be sent to me, the district secretary. If you
move your show date, let me know.
If your chapter has put on a performance during
2011, and has not already done so, your chapter secretary will need to complete a 2011 ASCAP Reporting
Form and send at least the minimum of $222 to the
district secretary…..or to Nashville, % Julie Cervantes,
Accountant, BHS, 110 7th Ave N, Nashville, TN 37203.
Chapter secretaries should consult their Chapter Secretary Manual, Sections 7.2.2 – 7.2.5, available on the
Society’s web site in the Documents Center, for information regarding the filing of ASCAP form and fees.
If you have questions, contact Erin Elkins in Nashville, 615-673-4127, eelkins@barbershop.org. Show
Clearance, BMI and ASCAP License Application (at
least five copies) forms are still to be sent to the District
Secretary, me (RMD Dick Stark).

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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RMD CHAPTER BARBERSHOPPERS OF THE YEAR

Carl Pennington
Albuquerque

Bill Sutton
Montrose

Frank Greenwood
Denver Mile High

Olyn Carlson
Grand Junction

Tim Sanders
Billings

Don Rommel
Pocatello

Don Reimer
Boulder

Bill Chambers
Bernallilo County

Wayne Anderson
Mt. Rushmore

Dave Waddell
Longmont

Jim Campbell
Pikes Peak

Jerry Hooper
D. MountainAires

Tom Roberts
Wasatch Front

Bart Buell
Utah Valley

Ben Ramos
Pueblo

Ed Belliston
Salt Lake City

Ron Long
Boulder

John Collett
Colby

District Barbershopper of the Year

WHO HAS YOUR
CHAPTER
HONORED AS
Rod Sgrignoli

BOTY?

2011 RMD Chapter Anniversaries

S030 Sterling
40 years, Dec. 29, 1971

S082 Garfield County
15 years, Dec. 10, 1996

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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Get ready for the 2012 CSD/RMD
Spring Convention, Omaha, Nebraska
Hosted by the Fremont Pathfinders
By TJ DiBacco, chapter PR chairman

For quartets who want to make the Portland journey,
next stop is Omaha, Nebraska. Consider this your invitation from the Pathfinder Chorus (host chapter), and the
other Omaha area choruses, the Heartland Harmonizers
and the Sarpy Serenaders, to attend the combined Central
States District and Rocky Mountain District Spring Convention.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2011

Welcome to our brothers in harmony from the Rocky
Mountain District. They will be having their Spring Competition with us, so we will have an opportunity to get to hear
and know many of our neighbors a little bit better. Registration information will be available in the February Serenade
(and in the Jan/Feb Vocal Expressions, Ed.).
If you need information sooner, contact Jerry Forbes,
CSD Convention Chairman, by email Jforbes@cableone.net
or you may call him at 712-276-0686.

Register early for the Spring Convention!
The earlier you register for the Spring convention, the
closer you are to the front of the room. The spring convention will also include the Rocky Mountain District. We will
have more than usual so I encourage everyone to register
early for the barbershopping festivities in Omaha.
Lonnie Miner, CSD Convention Registrar

Local conference host Jeff Blank has assembled his
team to plan and provide a spectacular experience for the
April 20-22, 2012 CSD Spring Convention. Join us at the
Ramada Plaza Omaha Hotel and Convention Center,
located at 3321 S. 72nd St. (I-80& 72nd St, Exit 449),
Omaha, NE 68124. The Ramada features 383 guestrooms
and suites, water resort, and restaurants.
Rev Up Your Holiday Shows With
New Arrangements
Reach out to the Sweet Adelines in your area and do a couple of great eight-part SSAATTBB arrangements for a special
holiday show! Mel Knight's "Joy to the World" or "Toyland" will
make your Christmas repertoire sparkle!
Order by email: marketplace@barbershop.org or by phone at
800-876-SING (7464). Order numbers: Joy to the World—205307
and Toyland—205306

Scholarships Available for
"eXtreme Quartetting"
Ten expense paid scholarships are available for qualified
men ages 18-22 to attend the Atlantic Harmony Brigade's 2012
"eXtreme QuartettingTM" invitational weekend convention in
Wilmington, Delaware August 17-19, 2012. The application deadline is February 15, 2012.

The Ramada Omaha Hotel and Convention Center

Applicants need not be highly experienced quartetters or in a
quartet, but must have alternative musical and/or performance
training and/or experience and references sufficient to meet AHB
qualification standards otherwise.

Plan to bring the family and take advantage of the
CoCo Key Water Resort on site, as well as close proximity to the Henry Doorly Zoo, Wildlife Safari, Strategic
Air & Space Museum, and many other local attractions.
Incredible shopping & dining opportunities include The
Old Market, Westroads Mall, Shadow Lake Town Center,
One Pacific Place – the list goes on and on!

The program is for highly motivated, disciplined, intermediate
singers with more than a keen interest in quartetting. The scholarship includes a two-night hotel stay, meals, first class learning
materials (sheet music & learning tracks for 12 championship
songs), informal nonstop quartetting and quartet partner switching, an adjudicated random-partner quartet contest, a staged
show performance, and general barbershop fraternity and mayhem.

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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Editorial

I put out this District bulletin five times a year. I do it to give
back to barbershopping — paying it forward, so to speak. I was
asked this question by an singing acquaintance the other day,
“What’s a VE?” Stopped me dead in my tracks. Are you kidding
me? Am I so wrapped up in my own world that I don’t see the
larger picture? And from a fellow barbershopper, too.

Steve Jackson

While Browsing
We’d like to welcome two new editors to
the fold of RMD editors.
I received the June and July Skyline Byline issues from
Utah secretary Larry Goff. New editor is Jonathan Chamberlain and he can be reached at jbchamberlain2@comcast.net.
Their bulletin may not be available on-line yet, but time will tell. In
the meanwhile, it wouldn’t hurt to drop him a line, get on the Utah
Valley mailing list, and send him your bulletin.
New editor of the Albuquerque, NM New Mexi-Chords Serenade is Chris Madigan, madigcjnk@msn.com.
I hope you enjoy reading about your chapter activities. Response has been minimal to our request for area digesters, so I’ll
muddle along (with brevity) covering all RMD chapters. So, if
your chapter is producing a bulletin and you haven’t seen any of
your chapter news recently in the VE, I’m not getting your bulletin.
You may not realize you have a bulletin. Silly statement? How
about those weekly “update” emails sent out from the chapters?
Steve Ottum, Colby does it; so does George Davidson, Denver
Mile High; Pete Peterson, Durango; Gary Forsburg, Wasatch
Front; Aaron Clegg, Burley; Brett Foster, Billings, etc. I bet there
are others. Put me on your mailing list, ok? Thanks; I’ll filter out
the unnecessary “stuff” and just focus on the things that may be
of interest to others in the RMD. Regular editors:
John Elving
Bill Sutton
Carroll Owen
Gil Norris
Harold Catmull
Elda (Neil) Ridenour
Steve Jackson

Voice of Democracy
Canyon Chords
Bookclef
high notes
Chordial Chronicle
Pikespeaker
Mountain Talk

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2011

Rapid City
Montrose
Grand Junction
Longmont
Pocatello
Colorado Springs
Denver MountainAires

(you bet I’ll swap, just send me an email)

As far as I know, there are only seven active editors; would
love to be corrected on this one! I know, the math isn’t right according to the list above. I didn’t include myself, and when I start
seeing regular issues from our new editors, I’ll be the first one to
say CONGRATS and welcome them to our active fraternity.
Let’s keep the communicating going, please. Attend one of
the Leadership Forums in your area (Salt Lake City or Denver),
hit the External VP class, and learn for yourself how important
and necessary a regular chapter bulletin can be!
Ask any president! Heck, ask any chorus director frustrated
with the constant chorus interruptions that could be settled with
timely written bulletins! Instead of using valuable chorus time to
inform you, a quick READ YOUR BULLETIN will expedite (ooh,
good word) the situation.

When was the last time you
invited a friend to join you
at a chapter meeting?

When I finally responded with, “Vocal Expressions, it’s the
District bulletin,” he came back with, “I didn’t know the District
had a newsletter — how long have we had one?” Since 1978?
Huh, go figure!
TILT! Slow burn. Anyone that knows me can surmise my
reaction. Then I began to wonder. How many RMD barbershoppers actually read the VE when a new issue comes out
(posted on RMD website)? Is it just me or “Houston, do we
have a problem?” The budget won’t let us park this issue in
your mailbox five times a year; sad but true. We do what we
have to do in order to keep the lines of communication open in
the RMD. We depend upon your sense of responsibility for
you to be informed. If I write it, will you read it? If I send you
an email, will you read it?

• Hey Steve, why didn’t you tell me about this two weeks
ago?

• I did; it was in the chapter bulletin…. AND I emailed it,
too!

• Oh, well, I haven’t checked my email lately.
• Really? Why not? It’s not all spam.
It makes NO sense to me to have email if people don’t use it.
Am I in a minority here?

Read your bulletins and emails

YOU MIGHT LEARN SOMETHING!

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF PROBE?

What are you waiting for
for??

RMD VOCAL EXPRESSIONS

Marketing & PR VP

John Elving

What is news?
Most of us like to read about other
chapters and what is happening in
those chapters. The logical place for
that in the Rocky Mountain District is
in the Vocal Expressions. However,
much of what is there seems to be
dated and not of much use to us (or
so we’ve heard). Let me state right up
front that it is not the fault of the editor of the VE. He can only publish
what is given to him by representatives of any given chapter (word!).
Hence the name “Editor” and not
“Reporter.” Say it again, brother!
It’s hard enough to be an editor
without being a reporter. Here’s what
has to be done on the editor’s part.
First he must pull in all the information that is given to him for publication. That’s part of the job of the
chapter newsletter editor—submit
the news to the VE editor. Then he
needs to make sure that things are
grammatically correct, it is current, it
is interesting for all to read about, that
it is short enough for reprint (oops) so
as not to take up too much space/
bandwidth for the VE readers, that
the photos that accompany it are
good quality for publication, and then
put it all in as small a space as possible to keep the size of the VE at a
reasonable length (oops again).
Unfortunately, that isn’t where the
job of the VE editor ends. He must
solicit advertising for the magazine,
quite often having to make up the ad
from information given to him. He
needs to get, and publish all information about upcoming festivals, conventions, shows, inter-chapter visits,
Leadership Academies, Rocky Mountain Harmony College, and any other
events affecting anyone within the
district. He is also to provide answers
from chapter bulletin editors they may
have in regards to their own publications (and I do).
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Of course, that still isn’t all the
district editor is called on to do. There
are more things than what you could
imagine. And this is a continual job as
we publish the Vocal Expressions
five times a year plus the district directory yearly. How would you like to
take all of that on? I have, and believe me it isn’t easy.
Now we get down to the nitty gritty
of reporting on your chapter’s happenings. Hopefully there is someone
in your chapter who submits these
things to Steve Jackson, our district
editor. No? You expect Steve to
come and find all the information he
needs (I do get around) in all of his
spare time? He does edit two other
publications, a monthly Mountain
Talk for his chapter and a quarterly
PROBEmoter plus holding down
other positions in his chapter and in
PROBE.) It needs to be the job of
someone within each chapter to submit articles of interest to the entire
district for publication. This can be
done by submitting your chapter bulletin, but it is better if it is edited.
Here’s what is needed. All articles
which are submitted need to include
the five basics: who, what, where,
when and why. When talking about
those basics, make sure that it is
there for the non-member of your
chapter. “Joe directed the chorus”
doesn’t mean anything to a member
of the distant Podunk City chapter
while “Joe Schmoe directed the North
Fleeburg High School Band in singing
the National Anthem for the National
Onion Day festival” gets their attention right away. They will read on
wanting to find out more.
The idea is to write it in such a
way that anyone will be interested,
not just your chapter members. That
one sentence says more than many
paragraphs that have been written
about the subject. This is good advice
for your local bulletin, also. Make it as
an outward facing bulletin that will
attract the general public. That can
do more to market your chapter than
many other things we may do.

Make sure that all photos, cartoons, drawings, etc. submitted are
originals (digital works best if it is of
good quality). Getting the photos from
a publication that has been put on the
website in PDF fashion is not satisfactory. If you have ever tried that,
you will know what I mean. If at all
possible, always submit original photos (with names) and artwork.
Please edit what is submitted to
editor Steve so that what has happened in the past uses the correct
tenses of verbs so that the reader
knows that it is historical in nature,
not advertising upcoming events. If it
does talk about upcoming events,
make sure the reader knows what it
is, where it is, when it is, etc. Don’t
take anything for granted.
Keep everything short and to the
point. In talking with Lorin May, editor of The Harmonizer, he mentioned
that almost everything submitted
could be said very well in, at most,
40% of the space. Remember that
more words means larger publications and slower download speeds.
Also, submit articles using a good,
easy to use, word processing program like Word, WordPerfect or the
like. It is much easier to format and
put in the publication than something
that is sent to him as a PDF.
If all else fails, SUBMIT SOMETHING. Make sure that the entire
Rocky Mountain District knows that
your chapter is alive and doing well!
Editor’s Note: Thanks, John! All remarks in red are mine — I just couldn’t
resist! Man, I gotta ask for a raise!
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HIGH SIERRA

HARMONY BRIGADE
Reno, Nevada

MARK
Mark Andromidas singing lead with the Wild Cards

Mark Andromidas
AndromidasMD@ldschurch.org
In how many quartets can you
sing within a 36-hour period? If
you've ever participated in one of the
extreme quartetting harmony brigades, you won't be surprised when I
say that you could sing in dozens of
combinations with guys who know the
same songs as you!
I attended the inaugural High Sierra Harmony Brigade (HSHB) in
Reno, Nevada, this past August. It
was my second brigade - the first I
attended was in North Carolina. After
registering, I was sent my music
packet, which included all the sheet
music and learning tracks for my part
- lead. I played the CD over and over
in my car and, in time, felt solid on
the words, notes, and interpretation
given on the CD. When the big weekend arrived, I took the eight-hour
drive from Salt Lake City to Reno with
Adam Haggart, a guy who knows
every part to every barbershop song
ever written!
Photos courtesy of Bonnie Craven Kruk

High Sierra HB Facebook page

One arrives at
these events with
high hopes - you expect everyone to be
as prepared as you
are...or better! Almost
immediately
upon
arrival, you will find
guys who are brigaders ready to sing. Identifiable by partcolored nametag nooses, men
quickly form combos and, before you
know it, you're singing in a quartet!
Some guys are there more for fun
and camaraderie; some are more
intense and contest oriented. For better or worse, I'm the latter. Part of the
fun and challenge of the weekend is
finding those guys who match you in
level of preparation, vocal sound, and
intensity. Some you'll really enjoy
singing with….
The brigade event includes a tworound contest. Each man is assigned
to a randomly drawn quartet for the
first night's contest and the quartet is
assigned a song. That's where you
hope you get assigned a song that is
one of your favorites on the list!

After some practice time, all the
quartets compete, scored by specially
invited judges. Once that event is
over, the top ten quartets are announced. As luck would have it, my
quartet did not qualify for the top ten.
As you could imagine, I was disappointed, and had to keep reminding
myself that the weekend was about
the fun and the singing, not fame,
glory, and fortune!
The second day consists of a brigade meeting, a community show by
the entire brigade chorus, and the
final top-10 contest. For the final contest, different brigades have different
traditions. HSHB followed one tradition in which the top 10 quartets don't
know what song they'll sing until they
go on stage and draw the song by
picking a card. Another tradition
HSHB adopted is the wild-card quartet. Of all the non top ten guys, they
randomly draw one guy from each
part to form a new quartet.
Cont. next column

2012 High Sierra HB will be held
August 24-26 in Reno, Nevada
Contact Steve Cooper, Albuquerque
steve.cooper.nm@gmail.com
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As luck would have it, my name
was picked for lead. Again as you
could imagine, I was pretty excited
about that - a shot at redemption!
Other names were drawn for the
other parts. Interestingly, the man
drawn for one of our parts was so
unprepared and nervous about singing that he magnanimously withdrew
himself, allowing another man to be
selected in his stead.
The wild-card quartet had two interesting, yet exciting, rules to follow.
First, they served as the mic testing
quartet and had to sing an assigned
song first - but for a score. Second,
they had to sing last in the entire contest - also for a score. Two chances
to either ascend to glory or burn in
flames!
Our quartet was assigned first to
sing my favorite song of the brigade,
Little Patch of Heaven, a la Crossroads. Other than the brigade ar-

PAGE 19

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2011

rangement having clearly miswritten
the tag with the baritone posting in
the tag instead of the lead, I love that
song and was excited to sing it! At
the end of the contest, when it was
our turn to compete last, we had to
draw a song. I drew and selected my
second-favorite song of the brigade,
Somebody Loves Me, a la MaxQ.

to hold it on, and a pen
emblazoned with the
picture
of
David
Queen, the HSHB
president, and the logo
and contact information
for his insurance company. Items to be treasured, to say
the least!

We sang both songs quite well,
thanks to the luck of the draw of four
prepared guys who sing fairly well,
and especially nailed the tag of
Somebody Loves Me. It's always a
great feeling when everyone jumps to
their feet as you end a song! It was
no 76, but it was still a great moment!

Next year at HSHB, and at every
other harmony brigade gathering, the
luck of the draw and good, oldfashioned preparation will give rise to
a new brigade quartet champion. Will
it be you?

Well, my wild-card quartet was
lucky enough to win the contest and
the 15 minutes of very localized fame
and glory that goes along with it, as
well as the fortune of a certificate recognizing our accomplishment, a blue
neckerchief and Reno gambling die
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Mt. Rushmore barbershoppers Wayne Anderson and Pete Anderson
(no relation) share another hobby!

Rapid City riders meet 12,000 mile challenge
Written by Danie Koskan, Rapid City Journal correspondent
Sunday, August 14, 2011
What do one retired aviator and two veteran insurance agents
have in common? Miles. Lots of them.
“It was 12,252 miles by my count,”
said 69-year-old Wayne Anderson, a
retired Air Force pilot who recently
completed a motorcycle tour of the
United States with two friends.
Joining the Rapid City man on this
road trip of a lifetime were 69-yearold Pete Anderson of Rapid City and
63-year-old Rick Rathert of Piedmont.
But more than miles sets this trio
apart from other riders. The three
men now belong to an exclusive
group of riders and passengers who
have visited all four corners of the
contiguous United States within 21
days.
About 1,300 men and women
have successfully met the challenge
since its inception nearly 20 years
ago, according to Blake Anderson.
Anderson is chairman of the Southern California Motorcycling Association, which established the USA Four
Corners Tour in 1983 for longdistance touring riders. A number of

riders have completed the tour several times, he added.
The rules remain simple. Participants must travel by motorcycle to
the following four corner U.S. cities:
San Ysidro, Calif.; Blaine, Wash.;
Madawaska, Maine; and Key West,
Fla. Riders and their passengers may
visit the four checkpoints in any order
and by any route they choose, and
they need not return to the first corner
to finish the event.
The association gives no time extensions to anyone for any reason.
Tire blowout? Nope. Out of gas and
no service for 100 miles? Sorry. Rain
delay? Not a chance. That’s what
makes the tour such an exciting challenge for motorcyclists, Rathert said.
Riders have no guarantee they won’t
break down, hit inclement weather or
run into any number of unexpected
setbacks.

New editor of the

“We did take some preventive
measures,” Wayne Anderson said.
Bikes were serviced, communication
devices refined and travel plans finalized before the men rolled out of Pete
Anderson’s driveway. It was with
some uncertainty that the group set
out on a sunny Tuesday morning in
May — Wayne Anderson on his Yamaha, Pete Anderson on his HarleyDavidson and Rathert on his Kawasaki.
Cont. next page

New director of

Serenade
Albuquerque, New Mexico
(taking over for Arnold Cohen)

Chris Madigan
madigcjnk@msn.com
Add him to your mailing lists, please,
He’d love to hear from all our editors!

5280 Chorus
Denver, Colorado
Jay Dougherty
gmdougherty@gmail.com

New editor of the

New co-director of the

Skyline Bylines

Big Sky Chorus

Orem, Utah
Jonathon Chamberlain
jbchamberlain2@comcast.net
Add him to your mailing lists, please,
He’d love to hear from all our editors!

(with David Barnett)
Billings, Montana
Scott Corey
shrcorey@msn.com
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They were a bunch of 60-somethings trying to cover a
lot of ground in a relatively short period of time. Caution
gave way to confidence as the men cruised across South
Dakota toward Sioux Falls. Mile after mile, it become more
apparent they were in it for the long haul.
“We all realized that we were really going to do this
thing,” Rathert said. The men spent the first night of their
five-week journey at the home of Wayne Anderson’s sister. They count themselves fortunate to have passed so
many evenings in the company of family and friends who
lived along the way.
From Sioux Falls, the riders headed south toward their
first checkpoint. Just getting there took more than 3,000
miles. They opted to officially begin their tour from Key
West and subsequently stop in Maine, Washington and
California.
“The order was mostly due to weather-related reasons,”
Wayne Anderson said. In order to officially complete the
USA Four Corners Tour, motorcyclists must take several
measures to prove they visited every checkpoint.
The two Andersons and Rathert turned in gas receipts
from service stations in all four corner cities. At each stop,
they recorded the date, an odometer reading and the
phone number from a local business of their choice.
The Southern California Motorcycling Association additionally requires a photo of riders and their wheels adjacent a landmark that clearly identifies each checkpoint city.
Post offices, public libraries and city limits signs are common backdrops.
The three reached their fourth and final destination on
June 8 with time to spare. They completed the tour in 17
days and went down in the record books as the 26th, 27th
and 28th finishers of 2011.
The men initially figured they would need to cover
about 400 miles a day to finish well within time constraints.
Weather intermittently messed with well-laid plans. After
reaching the second checkpoint in Maine, they rode the
next 1,000 miles through Canada in cold and rain. Nearly
50 mph winds cut a planned day trip across Minnesota,
North Dakota and Montana short. The windblown riders
opted to call it a day at 250 miles. They made up for lost
time the next day by riding 627 miles to Billings, Mont.
After checkpoint No. 3 in Washington, they took a slight
detour to see the Pacific Ocean. The minor diversion didn’t
disappoint. “We were really glad we did,” Wayne Anderson
said. Oregon’s lighthouses and lush landscapes weren’t
the only soul-stirring sights.
“We saw some really beautiful country on our trip,” Pete
Anderson said. The scenery was matched only by the
friendly faces they encountered along the way. The small
convoy received a warm welcome from locals, whether it
was during a quick stop for gas or over a well-deserved
break for dinner.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2011

New Subscription Rates for the VE
The RMD Board of Directors just voted to
make a subscription rate of $15.00 for five
issues (one year’s production) of a black
and white copy of the VE

mailed out at first class postage
for those who can't or won't make use of
the online version of the District magazine.
The Vocal Expressions will be limited to 24
pages. If you want a full color edition, it is
available at the RMD website:

RMDsing.org
We will also send this message to the
entire RMD membership via an email blast,
but it can't hurt to have this notice
published in more than one place.

The final push of the tour was a 260-mile trip to San
Ysidro, Calif. They collected the necessary proof of their
visit and turned for home. Their return trek took them
through Nevada, Utah and Wyoming, where they spent
their final night away from home with Pete Anderson’s son.
They rolled into Rapid City the following day around
mid-afternoon. “It was a great feeling,” Wayne Anderson
said. They finished their adventure with little fanfare. Their
wives, who gave them their blessing to take off across the
country for five weeks, were happy to welcome their husbands back. They made their absent spouses T-shirts that
read “Mile’d Hogs,” playing off of the 2007 comedy “Wild
Hogs” about four middle-age men who hit the open road
on their bikes. The Mile’d Hogs rode through 32 states and
stopped to top their tanks 108 times, with nary a scratch to
man or motor.
Only one instance gave the group a scare. Midway
through the trip, an older woman knocked Rathert down
while backing out of a parking lot. She hadn’t noticed
Rathert, who escaped unharmed. He said he felt extremely fortunate to have made such a trip without any
major hang-ups — communication breakdowns included.
No one argued. That’s because every man knew what was
expected of him: Hit the road, ride hard and do it all over
again the next day. “It was just fun to find out that old guys
can do this,” Rathert said. “You don’t see too many guys
our age doing these kinds of things.”
Thanks to Brett Foster, Billings, for bringing this article to
our attention — editor
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Mount Rushmore
Barbershop Festival
By Tony Pranaitis
Officially known as the "Harmony
Happening in the Hills" (you would have
to know the name is referencing the Black
Hills), I personally prefer to call this the
"Mount Rushmore Festival." This was my
fourth year attending this spectacular
event.
If you have even a drop of patriotic
blood coursing through your veins, it's
really a thrill to sing in the amphitheater
just below the majestic carvings of Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, and Roosevelt.
Repertoire includes America The Beautiful (with Overlay), This Is My Country,
God Bless America and various selections by the clinician.
This year's clinician is
an icon in the Society,
one of the greatest teachers and chorus directors
a nd
qua r te t
go ld medalists, Dr. Jim Henry
(Ambassadors of Harmony,
Gas
House
Gang, Crossroads). It
was an honor and an inspiration to study
under and sing for Jim.
Songs he selected to round out the
repertoire were Gonna Build A Mountain,
River Of No Return, and Swing Down
Chariot. Of course, he inspired us with
much of the philosophy that has been the
source of his greatness and success. He
is well known for his "Gold-medal Moments" keynote address that focused on
his belief that "this is not a hobby, it's a
ministry."
Most of us think of a ministry in a religious context, and Jim Henry is a devoutly religious man who infuses his faith
into his work (he teaches music at the
college level for a living). But a ministry is
defined as a "service," and what Dr.
Henry means is that people are not just
watching us do something that we use to
occupy our spare time (like fly fishing or
bowling) but that we are changing lives
through the power of music, especially
music produced by the human voice.

Jim Henry directing mass chorus in Gonna Build A Mountain with Curtis Terry on the solo.
Humans are emotional beings and life
can be harsh and painful, so we look for
beauty and order to help us heal from our
traumas and celebrate our joys. Music
does this like nothing else can, especially
when it is performed beautifully and from
the heart. He also taught us that achieving a level of artistry that changes lives
requires hard work, and "hard work is fun
when improvement is evident" (he had us
repeat that phrase a few times).
You know, it is possible to work hard
and NOT improve (which is not fun at all).
It takes a lot of energy to raise the temperature of water to 211 degrees. A little
more energy will raise the temperature
one more degree, and when water
reaches 212 degrees it boils and produces steam. Steam can move a locomotive across a continent or move a ship
across an ocean, but if the water temperature is only 211 degrees, neither will
move an inch. Forward progress is fun,
but it takes effort and energy, sometimes
a little more than we want to dedicate.

One of the little technical tips that Dr.
Henry shared was the "secret" to successfully jumping from a low note to a
high note (on pitch, without straining).
This is so simple, as are most ingenious
solutions. The trick is to go to your "head
voice" on the low note BEFORE the high
note. It's not easy to produce that transition when in the middle of your "comfort
zone" (it's easy to be lazy in your comfort
zone), but this is just another opportunity
to do some extra work that makes singing
fun because improvement is evident
(when you land on the high note effortlessly).
The performance itself at Mt. Rushmore is the "pre-show" to the lighting
ceremony that the National Parks Department conducts every evening. We had
ideal weather this year, and there were
hundreds in the audience. Also performing were the Shrine of Democracy chorus, our host chapter, and a local Sweet
Adeline chorus; this year we had three
quartets: Black Hills Blend, Checkpointe from Billings, and Ignition! from
Denver.

The Big Sky Chorus of Billings sings after a coaching session with Jim Henry

Checkpointe

Black Hills Blend

Billings, Montana

Rapid City, South Dakota

The Billings chapter decided to attend
the festival in lieu of the RMD Fall Convention, quite honestly because the chapter did not have the finances to assist with
some of the expenses of traveling to
Colorado Springs. Over 90% of the chapter members (and some wives) came to
Mt. Rushmore, but their director was unable to attend, and therefore the Big Sky
Chorus did not sing on the show.

Ignition! again wows the audience
with their superb song styling

They came a LONG WAY for the fun
of singing in the massed chorus under
Jim Henry, but had their Director been
there they would have performed (which I
personally would have enjoyed).

My wife Nancy looks forward to this
excursion every summer, and this year
we hiked around Sylvan Lake after a
gourmet lunch at the Sylvan Lake Lodge
restaurant, then drove through Custer
State Park, visited a local winery and
stocked up, and on our way home we
drove Spearfish Canyon and hiked
Roughlock Falls. There is a tremendous
amount of natural beauty in the Black
Hills, only six hours from home.

Jim Henry had never been to Mt.
Rushmore or the Black Hills before, and
he was truly overwhelmed by the awesome experience. Four years ago was my
first visit, as it was for Curtis Terry, and
both of us have been back every year
since. Ignition! headlined the show the
first year, McPhly the second year, and
Ignition! has headlined the past two
years. Obviously, they love it too.

Nancy also walked through the shops
in Keystone, a quaint village near Mt.
Rushmore, while I was in rehearsal. Next
year she and Paul West's wife ( a Longmont barbershopper who comes to the
Festival every year) and Lyn Gogolin,
wife of Shrine of Democracy barbershopper Jim Gogolin, who lives in Keystone,
will get together to visit local quilt shops,
as they are all quilters.

HHH photos — Oct. Voice of Rushmore, John Elving, ed.
Article — Sept. Mountain Talk, Steve Jackson, ed.
Black Hills Blend, Counterpointe & Big Sky Chorus — file

The Shrine of Democracy Chorus under the
direction of Clayton Southwick

About 50 guys were in the massed
chorus, one of them a blind guy (blind
from birth) in his late 30's whose parents
drove him (about 350 miles) from Sioux
Falls to participate. He comes most
years, and I got to chat with him and sing
a couple songs at the afterglow with him.
Since I roomed with a blind guy from the
Sound of the Rockies in Kansas City, I
learned a lot about the challenges of daily
living and singing in a chorus with no
sight, and I have a deep admiration for
their tenacity.
I'm also strongly supportive of and
grateful to these small chapters (also
Boulder and Durango) that take on the
project of hosting festivals in the Rocky
Mountain District (Boulder: Chautauqua,
and Durango: Silverton). The guys in the
Mt. Rushmore chapter are the epitome of
friendly barbershoppers, and it has often
been said that festivals such as these are
"what barbershop is all about."
There's more to barbershop than
words and notes. Singing is a ministry
for your OWN life as well as for others. This is one of the handful of special places where barbershop harmony
meets fun and inspiration; let me know
if you're interested.

The Shrine of Democracy Chorus sings Denny Malone's
arrangement of Young At Heart
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Attention to all advertising quartets
Most of your quartet cards will be expiring with this issue. So, please remit
another $5.00 per issue for the inclusion
of your quartet card. Many of our fine
quartets don’t run their business cards
in this publication. I submit that it accomplishes two things: first, you announce your availability for shows, and
secondly, you support the District with
your financial contributions. Rates are
on page 2. Gratis runs are available for
three issues for the new District champs
and for the Senior champs, too.

TO ALL CHAPTERS: WHY
NOT ADVERTISE YOUR
SHOWS HERE, PLEASE?

RMD Calendar of Events
RMD Secretary Dick Stark luronp@msn.com
*Preliminary Clearance Dates reserved without BMI license
until 6 months before the event

** Dates not reserved until BMI license is issued
Nov 12
RMD Leadership Forum
Denver, Colo
Nov 19
RMD Leadership Forum
Eden, Utah
Dec 2-3
Bernallilo County Christmas Show
Desert Springs Ch./Highland High PAC
Dec 3
Salt Lake City Christmas show
Dec 9-10
Denver Mile High Christmas show
Gates Concert Hall, DU
Dec 12, 17-18
Longmont Christmas Show
First Methodist Church
**Dec 17
Denver MountainAires Christmas show
Wheatridge HS
High Country SA

2012
Feb 3-5
Rocky Mountain Harmony College
Estes Park, Colorado
**March 17
Denver MountainAires show
Metropolis
March 31
Colby Show, Frahm Theatre
April 14
Grand Junction Show, Avalon Theatre
Apr 20-22
RMD/CSD Joint
Spring Convention
Omaha, Nebraska
May 18-19
Albuquerque Show
Desert Springs Church
Sep 28-30
RMD Fall Convention

