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Leonard I. "Len" Siler
67, passed away Thursday, Nov. 25, 2010. Service: 10 a.m. Wednesday, Dec 1 at Chapel Hill
Mortuary, Littleton. Visitation: 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov 30. Preceded in death by his wife,
Edie L. Siler and survived by sisters Ruth Barrett, Martha Schneiders; sons Mark, Greg and
Brad; and three grandsons.
Published in Denver Post Nov 29, 2010

As you well know, Len loved to sing. He would do everything he had to
in order to make rehearsals and a show. He had a beautiful, low, rich bass
voice that complemented the Sound of the Rockies as well as the Vocal
Majority in Dallas.
Len was a master at facial expressions, making him an instant success in qualifying for District and International competitions. You give Len
the mood and he would create the face. He was a natural showman and a
joy to watch and listen to.
Len was also excellent in the creation of the Travel Manuals for chorus
members during competitions. His was not just a manual, it was a fact
filled book about all the local businesses, restaurants, lodging, transportation ways and means, costs, maps and internet sites. His manual was a
template for excellence.
Prior to this latest major back surgery that he had in September, Len
had two earlier back surgeries; went through kidney dialysis for a couple
of years; a kidney transplant and replacement knees. Over these last
several months, Len had to resort to a wheelchair to get in and out of
rehearsals, shows and competitions. He was my Miracle Man.
Len is survived by three sons and three grandsons - Mark (and Sherri) of
Dallas; Greg of Parker and Brad (and Rachel) of Aurora; Adam, Benjamin
and Jack also of Aurora. Len also has a sister Ruth Barrett, one niece and
four great nieces and nephews.

Edie Siler was laid to rest yesterday morning, Nov.
24th at Chapel Hill Cemetery. My thanks to all who
came to the funeral. Sound of the Rockies sang
Irish Blessing; Bring Him Home and The Old Rugged Cross. Greg (one of Len and Edie's sons) called
me this morning to let me know that Len Siler
passed away last night. He lived long enough to
make sure that Edie was taken care of, then he gave
up. He just couldn't be without his Edie.

Our thanks to
Dave Higgenson for the
photos and the tributes to

Len and Edie Siler.
Because of budget AND readability,
chapter news will be published in a
separate Chapter Digest,
Digest and will
be posted at www.RMDsing.org by
Jan. 5th by request of RMD HOD
at 2010 RMD Fall convention.
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RMD Contest Entry Deadlines
John Coffin, Contest & Judging VP

To all Rocky Mountain District barbershoppers who compete. By district policy, the contest entry
deadline for a competition is four weeks. This means a quartet or chorus competitor's CJ-20 entry
form must be received by the RMD VP C&J on or before the Friday four weeks prior to a published
contest start date. This policy can be found in the RMD Operations Manual in sections 20
(Competions) & 21 (Conventions).

District President

Imm. Past President

Lee Taylor

Woody Woods

bari@varian.com

woody@grwffyn.com

“Changing of the Guard”
Welcome to a new year of harmony. I'm honored to be your
new president, and I have a modest agenda for the coming year.
I'd like to see increased participation at every barbershop event,
whether contest, festival, school or chapter singout. I want to
strengthen communication at every level of the RMD, to harness
the energy of every barbershopper and chapter to make the
Rocky Mountain District even stronger. And, I want to sing a tag
or song with each member of the RMD.
To implement the first two goals, increased participation and
enhanced communication, I have the support of an excellent
cadre of vice presidents. Our Board of Directors and Operations
Team are particularly strong this year, and the roster reads like a
virtual dream team of talented and dedicated men.
We'll hit the ground running with the Midwinter Convention in
nearby Las Vegas, followed closely by Rocky Mountain Harmony
College at Estes Park. These are both great opportunities to escape the "winter blues" with great harmony and fellowship.
Just as all politics is local, all barbershop begins with the
chapter, and I hope yours are active and fulfilling in 2011. Please
share your successes with your fellow chapters and district leaders via your chapter bulletins. John Elving and Steve Jackson
can help you develop outstanding bulletins and other communication tools, if you want improvement in these areas. Of course,
all our interaction should be characterized by civil discourse, as
befits congenial men of good character. The last goal, singing
with each of you, will require initiative on your part. So tackle me
at any convention or other event and let's bust a chord or two!

For booking information, contact
George Davidson
manager@stormfrontquartet.com
For more information visit
www.stormfrontquartet.com

2010 International Quartet Champions

Two years have passed as President of
the Rocky Mountain District and it’s been a
great ride! There are a lot of people to thank
for the successes we’ve had so I’ll just thank the Board of Directors and the Operations Team as a group.
There are two gentlemen who are not on either of these august bodies who also need to be recognized - Steve Jackson
(editor of the RMD Vocal Expressions) and James Harper
(webmaster for the RMDsing.org website). Without these two
providing both the hard copy print and electronic copy web, we
would certainly be poorer for information.
I would like to challenge each chapter to field at least one
quartet for either of the conventions this year! There are two
reasons for this challenge. First, we are a quartet singing organization and the camaraderie that develops when you sing in a
quartet is amazing. Second, Duane Bosveld, our Events VP has
gone to great lengths to add convention-type events to our weekends and lowered the price for participating barbershoppers and
their families. All this will go for naught if nobody comes to the
conventions. For all quartets, remember, you do not have to
have your scores published. You can sing “For Evaluation Only”
which means you get a chance to get up in front of your peers;
show your best stuff; and then be coached by some of the Society’s best to make yourself better whether it be for competition
or for Singing Valentines.
We’ve got a great year coming up with the International
Convention being in Kansas City, the RMD Spring Convention
in Thornton, Colo. and the Fall Convention in Colorado Springs.
I’m looking forward to seeing you at one of those events. Remember, the only way to Keep The Whole World Singing is to
do some singing yourself!
Director, Peak Experience chorus
Certified CA, BHS
Bass, Sound of the Rockies chorus
Bass, Quantum Theory

When was the last time you invited a
friend to join you at a chapter meeting?
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RMD Marketing & PR VP

John Elving

PROBE

All editors: enter the RMD Bulletin Contest
Written by John Elving, RMD VP & PROBE VP

Could YOUR Marketing VP
Use Some Help?
Here’s a great “new” idea that has been used by the
Worcester, Mass. Men of Note for marketing their chapter
and chorus. If you have something like this in your city, it
could be worth a try. Who know how many new members,
constituents and sponsors your chapter could gain from
this?

Every chapter should have a bulletin/newsletter editor. It
doesn’t matter if they publish a printed newsletter in a weekly,
bi-weekly, monthly or bi-monthly version or an electronic publication of some kind. It is not only a way to disseminate news
about what is happening in the near and more distant future.
In light of all that, it is time for your bulletin/newsletter
editor to enter the RMD BETY (Bulletin Editor of the Year)
competition. (I personally would like to forget about using the
term competition. Let’s refer to it as constructive criticism.) If
you as editor, or your chapter editor has published at least six
months of information manuals (bulletins/newsletters) get them
entered in the festivities.

The Worcester Chamber of Commerce every year
sponsors an EXPO. Business enterprises of all sizes are
represented and informational speakers and marketing
advisors conduct seminars from early morning until early
evening. It is always a very well attended event among the
business and professional arena.

Two consecutive months of issues—two monthly or bimonthly issues, four bi-weekly issues, or eight weekly issues—
need to be gathered together and sent to John Elving for inclusion in this year’s festivities.

This year the Worcester Men of Song were invited to
participate in return for providing quartets (could also be
VLQs or the chorus) to sing at various locations throughout
the venue and they were given a table in a choice location
so they could display and disseminate show flyers (not to
mention brochures, CDs, etc.).

One copy of each issue needs to be as printed off the press
for printed versions. Add to that two other copies that can be
copies. It’s best to include two copies of each issue so we don’t
need to ask for them a second time. Check out the PROBE
website for all the particulars, www.harmonize.com/probe or
contact John Elving at leadermanje@gmail.com.

Several chapter quartets, including mixed quartets, participated and had a chance to not only market the chapter
and distribute chapter information, but also to market the
quartet for performance opportunities.

Let’s keep up the good work that the late Owen Herndon,
deceased editor of the Colby, Kansas chapter newsletter, has
done. Even though he passed away before the BETY contest
last year, he ended up winning the BETY award for the RMD
and the International Bulletin Contest (IBC) for all of the Society and PROBE.

Are there any opportunities like this in your city? It
seems as though every city/town has some kind of “expo,”
whether home shows, business expos, bridal expos or
whatever. Your chapter Marketing & PR person might want
to check in to them and arrange for your own marketing
chance.

Editor’s Note: His son Joel entered his bulletins into the
contest, because Owen had expressed a desire to compete “one
more time!”
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George Davidson, sagez@aol.com

BLAST FROM THE PAST

Int’l Chorus Order
of Appearance

Embassy Suites
4400 South Rural Road
Tempe, AZ 85282
WEBSITE
www.embassysuitestempe.com
Nightly rate: $99.00
Room reservations must be made by
March 7, 2011 to guarantee this rate.
Reservations can be cancelled with 48
hour advance notice without a charge.
See the BQPA website
www.bqpa.com for further incentives

HI CHORDS
Colorado Springs, Colorado

Mic Tester-Hells Kitchen, NY

The Quartet Festival will be held at the

CENTRAL STATES

1. Perth, Australia
2. Salem, OR
3. Bellevue, WA
4. Providence, RI
5. Bristol, England
6. Greater Phoenix
7. Fremont, NE
8. Greater Central Ohio
9. Jacksonville, FL
10. Santa Fe Springs, CA
11. Denver, CO
12. Bloomington, IL
13. Hamilton Square, NJ
14. Greater Indianapolis
15. Research Triangle Park, NC
16. Wellington, NZ
17. Bay Area, CA
18. San Marcos, TX
19. Elizabethtown, KY
20. Houston, TX
21. Alexandria, VA
22. Metro Kansas City, MO
23. Hilltop, MN
24. Tampa, FL
25. Mount Pleasant, MI
26. Nashville, TN
27. Atlanta Metro, GA
28. Toronto, ONT
29. Batavia, NY
30. Heart of America

Dean Moon, bari: Herb Thomson, lead;
Bill Butler, tenor; Pete Tyree, bass
Contact: Pete Tyree, 625 San Juan Rd.
Colorado Springs, Colorado

1963 DISTRICT QUARTET CHAMPIONS
— January 1964 Harmonizer —

Looking for a
2011 New Year’s
resolution that will
improve your
quartetting skills?
How about eXtreme Quartetting in
Reno, Nevada? Don’t miss the first

Telephone for Reservations

HIGH SIERRA

(480) 897-7444
Tell them you are with the Barbershoppers. Both male and female singers are
welcome! For further information, please
visit the events page of the BQPA website.
In Harmony
Jack Martin, President
jackwmartin@gmail.com

Need a full house for
your chapter show?

Advertising rates
appear on page 2

HARMONY BRIGADE
in the Farwestern District. Go to
www.harmonybrigade.org/hshb
for registration information.
Registration deadline is
March 1, 2011

Don’t be left out of the fun!

Barbershop Quartet Preservation Association

PROBE

2009
International Bulletin
Editor of The Year

IBC

Owen Herndon
Colby, Kansas
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Membership &
Harmony Foundation VP

Tony Pranaitis
303 233-6234
TonyChiro@juno.com

Who Will Sing Tomorrow?
The Barbershop Harmony Society
carefully utilizes income from Member
Dues, Harmony Marketplace sales, and
Convention registrations to provide the
best services possible for our current
members. This is mirrored with parallel
efforts by each of the Districts.
With an eye on the future, Harmony
Foundation receives tax-deductible gifts
(generous donations from our current
members) which fund Society programs
whose primary focus can be summed up
in two words: "Education" and "Youth."
These programs exist because of the
financial underwriting of Harmony Foundation and are designed to ensure a future for Barbershop Harmony. "What programs are these?" Glad you asked.
Scholarships to Harmony University
• For high school and college Music Educators for Chorus Directors (to
attend Director's College) for Quartets
("bring your baritone for free") for arrangers (Lou Perry Arrangers Scholarships)
Scholarships to Harmony Explosion
Camps
• 16 events nationwide, $700 per
event plus $50 per student or teacher
who attends
Scholarships to Youth Harmony Workshops
• $10 per student to one-day workshops in schools
Youth Chorus Festival Scholarships
• Midwinter Convention festival is
exploding with participants under age
30
Collegiate Quartet Contest Scholarships
• $1500 per quartet that qualifies
and attends the International Contest
in July
Music Educator Outreach
• Music Educator Packets
• Presentations at Music Educator
Conventions
• Collegiate Quartet tours to high
school and college classrooms

PAGE 6
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"Wow. These programs make a great
impact! How can I help?" Glad you asked.
Harmony Foundation has a number of
options for receiving donations. If you
need assistance maximizing the tax
benefit of converting property or financial
instruments in your portfolio, you should
call Harmony Foundation at 615-8235611 or toll free at 866-706-8021. The
Harmony Foundation staff is equipped to
advise you.

The PRESIDENT'S COUNCIL members contribute at least $1000 annually
($85 monthly) and the visionary individuals and couples who comprise this donor
group are the primary reason Harmony
Foundation has been able to make today's Society "Education and Youth" programs a reality. PRESIDENT'S COUNCIL
members enjoy privileges and camaraderie befitting their mutual pledge to the
future of Barbershop Harmony.

The FOUNDER'S CLUB members
have prepared end-of-life donations
(distributed from the estate after death).
Everyone knows "you can't take it with
you" but depending on the size of your
estate, the government will "take it FROM
you." Decisions made now will allow you
to support the life-enrichment of others for
years after your days on earth are
through, and make the best use of your
estate for both your family and the organizations that you cherish most.

Harmony Foundation is answering the
question "Who will sing tomorrow?" by
enabling SPEBSQSA (yes, it's still our
legal name) to go beyond basic services
for our current members, and build the
future of harmony. Will you help? Visit
www.HarmonyFoundation.org or call the
Foundation, or at the very least call me to
start this conversation. Together we can
make a difference. Thanks.

KEEP A MELODY RINGING is the
memorial wall at Headquarters marking
donations to the Foundation's Endowment Fund in the amount of $1000 or
more. Five percent of the Endowment
goes to Youth Outreach programs, forever. The principal continues to generate
funding for youth, for generations to
come. Some chapters will donate from
the chapter treasury to the memorial fund
of any who die while a member, and other
chapter members are invited to contribute. If $1000 is accumulated, the member's name is etched on the memorial
wall at Headquarters.
If you want to insure that YOUR name
goes on that wall, you can make end-oflife plans to contribute to your own KEEP
A MELODY RINGING memorial fund. A
chapter might establish a memorial to
ALL of its deceased members, and the
"Timbuktu Buckaroo Chapter Eternal" will
be etched on the memorial wall when all
contributions reach the $1000 threshold.
Whether or not the threshold is reached,
ALL of the funds are placed in the Endowment and provide a continuous
stream of support for Youth Outreach.
AMBASSADORS OF SONG contribute annually and the contributions are
used immediately to fund current programs. The size of the gift is up to the
donor, with a minimum of $10 per month
or $120 annually to maintain membership
in the program. The funds can be automatically donated on a credit card or a
bank draft, and you have the option to
exercise "Donor Choice" whereby up to
30% of your gift may be directed to a
chapter or district to assist with their local
funding projects.

We gratefully recognize
current/active donors to the
HARMONY FOUNDATION

RMD Honor Roll

Thank You
for your generous support!
Tony Pranaitis
RMD VP Harmony Foundation

The Honor Roll can also be viewed
at www.RMDsing.org under

"About Us"
"Harmony Foundation"
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RMD Honor Roll
General Donors

Presidents Council

Founders Club

Ambassadors of Song

James E. & Bonnie Belliston
Robert Burgener NS
Dennis R. & Colleen Bushaw
Albert F. Clark
Benjamin A. & Carol Clouser
Howard F. & Joanne Donley
Armand W. & Clem Hansen
William B. & Martha Jones
Ned Keltner NS
John W. Manion NS
William G. “Bege” Martin
Devon H. & Donna Nish
William C. & Mierda Sachs
James R. & Susan Schoemer
Richard H. Stark & Luron Porter
Michael C. Taylor NS (deceased)
Dale R. Vaughn NS
Chas E. & Julie Vertrees

Kirk A. Benson & Lynn Rogers
Bill Biffle
Dan & Betty Clark
Doyle E. Cline
John R. Coffin
Michael E. Deputy
Gary L. Forsberg
Curt N. Kimball
Dennis B. Ledbetter
Steve A. & Shauna Libsack
Gene Miner NS
Tony P. Pranaitis
Adam M. & Heather Reimnitz
Rodney D. Sgrignoli
Mary T. Tackett
Woody Woods
Stephen Zimmermann NS

Bill Biffle
Dennis F. Cook
George L. Franklin
John W. Manion
Fred A. Wiese

Bill Biffle
Kirk E. & Clayann Binning
William F. & Mary Chambers
Vern D. Dockter NS
Paul W. & Deana Dover
David N. & Margene Harris
Hal & Carolyn Hudson
Richard F. & Karen Kitchener
Charles Levy NS
Barry H. & Jane Nelsen
J. Corwin & Judy Preston

PROBE

2009
Public Relations
Officer of The Year
Would you like to have a nice-looking new flyer for your
upcoming chapter show? Or a new brochure to market
your chapter? Would you like to have someone else do it
for you? Sure you would! Now, would you like to get it
FREE? Oh yeah! This service is now available from Society
headquarters! E-mail the Society WEBMASTER for details!

PROTY
Arnold Routson
Bernalillo County, NM

Contact Lauren Rants
801 572 1086
laurenrants@gmail.com

Contact Curtis Terry

720 364-5800

RMD
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Music & Performance VP

Dan Clark
danjama@scottsbluff.net

RMHC 2011
Come join us February 4-5, 2011, at
the YMCA of the Rockies in beautiful Estes Park, Colorado. That's where you
want to be for a weekend of Barbershop
fellowship and singing. Quartet coaching,
chorus coaching, classes designed to add
to your barbershopping knowlege and
enjoyment, it's all there.
The Everyman Chorus
will be at full strength,
welcoming every singer at
RMHC, under the direction of Jim Bagby, long
time director of the Heart
of America Chorus in
Kansas City, Missouri;
gold medalist baritone with one of our
Society's all time favorite quartets, Rural
Route 4; an International Presentation
Judge and all around great guy. Jim will
also do some coaching during the weekend.
And speaking of
coaches, back by popular
demand is another gold
medalist from the great
state of Missouri, lead
singer of the Gashouse
Gang, Rich Knight! Rich
has enriched our school
for the past two years, and has graciously
agreed to come on back to bring those
pearls of quartet wisdom to your quartet.
Bob
Calderon,
known throughout the
Society as a presentation
coach, is returning as a
faculty member, ready to
teach your quartet how to
sell that song. Bob has
coached virtually everywhere in the country, per
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haps most known for his work with quartets and choruses in the Dallas, Texas
area.
Jack Hale will be bringing his great
presentation of the fundamentals of barbershop singing, which he entitles
Chords I and Chords II. Jack brings his
talents from the Dixie District, and has
served on RMHC faculty a few years ago.
His two sections are delightful and
enlightening.
Raisha Quinn, the
very successful director
of the Grand Junction
chorus will again be
teaching a two hour
class in beginning choral directing, followed by
a second section for
more advanced directors. Raisha is a
professional music educator, and her
classes were extremely popular last year.
Rod Sgrignoli, International Music Judge and
BHS board member, will be
teaching two levels of music
theory, as it specifically
relates to the barbershop
style.
Woody Woods, current President of the
Rocky Mountain District,
and computer expert will
be teaching the structure
of our Society. He will
clear up all those questions about how your
chapter should be organized, how your
chapter relates to the District, how to contact the Society consultants in Nashville,
and in short, how to make chapters function better.
John Elving, former
music educator and longtime barbershopper on
the West Coast, now from
Rapid City, South Dakota,
will present the History
of Barbershop Music.

Jim Bagby Coming To Estes Park Feb. 44--6

JAN/FEB 2011
This has been a very popular class at
Harmony University in St. Joseph, Missouri for several years, and clarifies just
how these harmonies came to be. For
newer barbershoppers, they will also
learn about how this Society sprang from
a few guys getting together to woodshed
some harmony in Oklahoma, to become a
cast of thousands scattered all over the
world.
We'll be in the Longs Peak Lodge this
year, due to a remodelling project underway at the Wind River. Lots of new facilities at our "college campus." Registration
forms are in this issue of Vocal Expressions, and please note the BIG SAVINGS on the early bird sign-up options.
Also please sign up for your class preferences so we can arrange your schedules
in advance as much as possible. Remember two nights lodging, five meals, and
great times. DON'T MISS IT.
Three registration forms for RMHC,
general attendance, quartet coaching,
and chorus coaching are included in this
issue (pages 42-45). These were finalized
by Duane Bosveld and look great. There
is also a class sign-up sheet for registrants to send to Bob Reed along with
their registration.

Do the early bird registration

Sign up for classes now

RMD
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RMD VP, Events

Duane Bosveld
Happy New Year
everyone. Looking back,
2010 was both an exciting year, and also a challenge. I am looking forward to the good times we will see
in 2011.
The Rocky Mountain Harmony College, featuring Vocal Spectrum, is right
around the corner. Dr. Dan Clark has,
once again, assembled an excellent faculty for this event! If you have not yet
placed this school on your calendar for
February 4-6, please consider joining us.
The weekend is one not to miss.
The RMD Spring Convention and
Quartet Prelims in Thornton, Colorado will
be upon us before you know it. Already
confirmed for the Saturday night Show of
Champions are both International quartet
champions from the RMD. Storm Front,
2010 Champs, and the Classic Collection, 1982 Champs, will provide a headline to the championship evening.
Please also plan to join us for the major conventions this year: International in
July in Kansas City, and also our RMD
Fall Convention. The Fall Convention
this year is in Colorado Springs, Colo. A
special note, the date for the convention
this year is not on our normal fall weekend. This year the dates are October 6th
through the 9th.
Please always watch the district website <rmdsing.org> for announcements
and registration details for the events.
As always, find three other guys, and
sing a song.

No.

Chapter

Yrs.

Website

Ann. date

S002
S003
S030
S033
S037
S082
S089

Colorado Springs/Pikes Peak
Denver Mile High
Sterling
Billings
Montrose
Garfield County
Grand County

65
65
40
55
35
15
10

www.ATBchorus.com
www.soundoftherockies.com

07/01/1946
05/15/1946
12/29/1971
02/03/1956
03/01/1976
12/10/1996
04/25/2001

www.bigskychorus.org
www.blackcanyonchorus.org
www.grandchorale.com
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Thank you to our
Leadership Academy Faculty

RMD CSLT VP

Brett Foster

Denver, CO

Leadership
Academies
Successful
The 2010 Leadership Academies
are in the books. Saturday November
13 at the Denver Excel Energy building, 45 attendees representing 13
chapters, gathered to learn the nuts
and bolts of chapter operations. The
very next weekend in Eden, Utah, we
enjoyed a beautiful and scenic day at
Mike Deputy’s cabin where we had
29 attendees representing eight chapters.
A huge thank you to Rod
Sgrignoli for allowing us to utilize
his workplace as our venue in Denver
and Mike Deputy for the use of his
cabin in Eden. Our excellent staff
provided five hours of instruction in
their respective areas. I want to thank
them for their service to the RMD
and for giving up a Saturday and volunteering to teach and facilitate sessions for the leaders in our chapters.

Bill Lahti
Leadership Academy Dean
Woody Woods
Governance
Dick Stark
Governance, Secretary
Dr. Dan Clark
Music
Lee Taylor
Internal Communications
Gerry Swank
External Communications
Rod Sgrignoli
Host, Society Representative

19 Rocky Mountain District chapters sent 63 representatives to the two
Leadership Academies. Thank you
for being leaders in your chapters and
your willingness to learn and share
your experiences with others.
CARA Reporting
All chapter CARA participants –
please mail your reports to wrap up
2010. They can be mailed to the address below. 2011 CARA report
forms and instructions will be found
on www.rmdsing.org (District website). And remember, CARA Plateau
winners receive scholarships to the
Leadership Academies.

Eden, UT
Mike Deputy
Governance
Dr. Dan Clark
Music
Lee Taylor
Internal Communications
John Elving
External Communications

The HARMONIZER July/August 2010

THE CAPENOS CHALLENGE
This Challenge was
created through
the generosity and
farsighted of
one man, a man
who wants to give
back to the organization that means
so much to him.

The President’s Council is the flagship program of annual giving
to Harmony Foundation International. Formed more than six
years ago, it has been the catalyst for record breaking fundraising
goals and has completely funded all the Society’s youth programs, as well as:
•
•

Brought a focus and emphasis to major gifts for annual support
Cast vision and raised the sights of members showing what a
major donor program can accomplish

Warren Capenos has provided $250,000 and challenges everyone
else to come together to match it. He’s counting either donations
by new President’s Council members or increased donations by
current President’s Council members. The challenge started in
Philadelphia, and as of this writing, just five weeks later, we are
at $57,591

JOIN US

Brett Foster
Vice President Chapter Services,
Leadership Training

bfblgs@hotmail.com
CARA reports to:
1615 Clark Ave
Billings, MT 59102
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RMD CHAPTER BARBERSHOPPERS OF THE YEAR
Bernalillo County
Billings
Boulder
Burley
Cache County
Casper
Cheyenne
Colby
CS Metro
CS Pikes Peak
Denver Mile High

Frank Greenwood
D. MountainAires

Jerry Hooper
Durango
Garfield County

Grand County
Grand Junction
Idaho Falls
Longmont
Los Alamos
Loveland
Montrose
Ogallala
Pocatello
Pueblo
Rapid City
Rexburg
Salt Lake City
San Juan County
Santa Fe
Scottsbluff

Spearfish
Sterling
Utah Valley
Wasatch Front

Seen on Facebook

SOR & 52eighty
Member Riding High!
Richie was born in Kennesaw, Georgia on April 27,
1992. He has lived in Colorado for the last 14 years and
he is currently a senior in high school. He has been singing since he was old enough to speak. He is a member
of the Grandview high school mixed choir, Chambers Singers, and a member of
the high school Jazz Choir. He was also accepted into the 2011 CO Allstate Jazz
Choir and the 2011 CO Allstate Choir.
He is a member of the 2010 International Gold Medal Barbershop Youth
Chorus Grand Champions 52Eighty. He is also a member of Sound of the
Rockies, the internationally 4th ranked men's barbershop chorus.
He is the 2010-2011 Grand Champion of American Country Star and just became a national finalist for 2010-2011 Country Strong Competition. He was top 25
of 19,000 as a Denver Finalist for American Idol 2010. Yes, Simon was nice. We
picked the wrong song. He didn't go to Hollywood, but we had a great time.
So how did the choir geek go country? He's always been country. He sang
Boot Scootin' Boogie on the radio at age 4 for a DJ named Rhubarb Jones in Atlanta and never stopped singing country. He sits in with his dad's band, Southern
Routes, and performs all over the state. He is a man with a heart for Christ and
also sings in church.
He is an avid hunter, fisherman, and just harvested his first buck in October
2010. “He can skin a buck and run a trot line,” as Hank Jr. would say. Richie believes that it is not our challenges that define us; it's how we handle them that
make us who we are. Most of all, Richie loves to perform. He is happiest when he
is with his fans and singing all-american songs. His dynamic style is hugely entertaining, but you'll soon fall in love with this gentle giant. He has the face of an
angel and a voice of thunder. To book Richie, contact Mama Mel at 720-2768115

friendsofrichielaw@yahoo.com

RMD Barbershopper of the Year
Mike Deputy
Wasatch Front, Utah
Enjoy the 4th Annual International
Youth Chorus Festival, Seniors Quartet Contest and much more, all under
one roof. The contest/show venues
will all be at the newly remodeled
Riviera Hotel & Casino. No need to
ever leave the building, NO smokefilled casino to deal with, unless you
choose! All hotel rooms are smokefree in the completely renovated
tower for $99 per night, all week (no
extra-person charges).

RMD
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Midwinter Convention

RMD VP Youth In Harmony

Rick Spencer

Paul Dover

RMD’s Four Keeps has scratched,
and the next highest RMD quartet
competitor After School will assume
their spot in the Int’l Seniors Quartet
contest in Las Vegas at Midwinter.

Youth In Harmony
Society membership continues to
grow in the Youth category, with 19 years
of age being the fastest growing recruitment age. The success of the Youth Chorus Festival and the Collegiate Quartet
Contest and the many Harmony Explosion Camps and Youth Workshops (ALL
of which are sponsored by Harmony
Foundation) is producing the one bright
light in Society membership. This information should compel ALL barbershoppers
to become Harmony Foundation donors!
YOUR donation will make possible what
is now impossible to provide -- more of
the above.

The Collegiate Quartet Contest
MAY be re-named, with "Youth" being substituted for "College" to more
accurately reflect the demographic
that this contest serves - ages 15 to
25. This is still being contemplated.
Another possible change being considered is a minimum qualifying score
for the International Collegiate/
Youth Quartet Contest, to narrow the
likelihood of qualifying quartets to
about 20 (last year we had 29) and
to meet the rising standard of quality
that the top quartets are performing
at.
New marketing materials focusing
on Youth are also being developed.
With the success that this program is
generating, and the growing cultural
interest in A Cappella harmony, we
want to capitalize on the effectiveness of meeting this window of opportunity.
We are also critically aware of a
growing crisis in our culture of sexual
molestation of minors. All adults overseeing minors in events involving
overnight supervision are required to
go through a training (on video) how
to recognize and respond to anyone
who is or has been victimized by this
horror. Posting the training video
online is being contemplated, and it
would be wise for anyone working
with youth to have the benefit of this

awareness.
While our District Harmony Explosion Camps are not the largest, we
are one of the few Districts to have
multiple Camps, and while our
Youth Choruses are not the largest, we are the only District to have
two entered in the Midwinter Convention Youth Chorus Festival
(52eighty and the 505), so the
Rocky Mountain District is a big part
of the success of the BHS Youth Outreach efforts. And of course we boast
one of the largest and most successful Youth Harmony Festivals in the
world, founded by my predecessor
Phil Ricks, in Rexburg (Idaho).
So what can YOUR CHAPTER do
to bring Youth Outreach to your
hometown?
With school budgets
everywhere in great distress and arts
programs (including music) being first
on the chopping block, we can offer
educational and performance opportunities at no cost to the schools. Let
me know how I can help you get
started.
Many thanks to
Dr. Tony Pranaitis for supplying
this report condensed into
an article, good teamwork!

AFTER SCHOOL
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Bill Biffle, Bari, Steve Cooper, Bass
Harold Ratcliff, Lead, Stewart Bush, Tenor
27 of the world’s best seniors quartets
come together in Las Vegas on January
28, 2011 to compete for the coveted gold
medal. Who are you rooting for?
1. CHECKMATE (ONT)
2. X-Men (NED)
3. Take Note (ILL)
4. Hit Parade (MAD)
5. Legacy (MAD)
6. Carte Blanche (PIO)
7. DOUBLE PLAY (SUN)
8. Foreign Agreement (SLD)
9. Benchmark (AAMBS)
10. Test of Time (JAD)
11. Riverblend (JAD)
12. Great Western Timbre Comp. (SUN)
13. Village Green (NSC)
14. Silver Chords (EVG)
15. Social Insecurity (EVG)
16. SrQ (ILL)
17. Easy Does It (SWD)
18. Three Longs and A Short (CAR)
19. After School (RMD)
20. Youth Reclamation Project (MAD)
21. Perfect Timing (LOL)
22. Over Easy (JAD)
23. Missouri Valley Music Comp. (CSD)
24. Sagacity (DIX)
25. Final Countdown (SNOBS)
26. BLacKJack (NSC)
27. Silver Knights (FWD)
Come to the Midwinter Convention and
cheer them on! Good luck everyone!

RMD
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Chapter Reporting and Registration Requirements
Spring is just around the corner, and,
as a reminder, so are the due dates for
chapter financial reporting and registration with the Secretary of State. You are
probably aware by now that the Rocky
Mountain District (RMD) House of Delegates (the collective chapter presidents),
at its Fall 2009 meeting, passed a motion
requiring that chapters be up to date in
these areas as a condition of future show
licensing. After a little over a year of implementing this policy, I’m impressed with
how far we’ve come in getting our act
together in this regard.
I’ve attached a summary showing the
compliance by RMD chapters over the
last two years, 2009 and 2010. You can
see that we improved significantly this
year over 2009. I’m glad to say also that
I’ve not yet had to reject an application for
a show license because of a chapter’s
failure to be up to date.
However, you can also see from the
form that there are several chapters who
have not yet reported for 2010. There are
several possible ramifications for noncompliance: loss of tax-free status as a
non-profit organization; personal liability
for officers and other members for claims
brought against the chapter; and even
suspension of the chapter’s charter by the
Barbershop Harmony Society.
Following is a short summary of the
three reporting categories that chapters
need to address. For incoming officers,
the good news is that, in almost all active
chapters, your predecessor has done
these reports and can show you the
ropes.

Registering with the
Secretary of State
We, as subordinate chapters of a national non-profit group, must be individually registered with our respective states
as non-profit entities. Most states require
an annual report, listing current officers
and a designated agent. As these
change, they need to be updated on the
State’s website during the renewal process. This is typically done by the chapter
secretary.
The registration may come up for renewal in any month of the year, corresponding to the anniversary date of the
original filing.

The annual report month will be shown on
the face of the certificate; in Colorado,
renewal may be made one month either
side of the designated month.
I’ve attached a sheet showing how to
get to the reporting page for the Secretary
of State of Colorado, as well as filing the
IRS form 990-N (see section 3, below, on
filing with the IRS). Similar websites will
be available in the other states. My experience with the telephone number given
on the website has been good; people
there will help you walk through the process.

Annual Financial Review
Each year, the chapter’s financial records for the previous year should be
summarized, reviewed by someone in
addition to the treasurer, signed, and forwarded to the RMD and subsequently to
the Barbershop Harmony Society (BHS).
This review should be done as soon after
the end of the calendar year as reasonably possible, and preferably should include the incoming and outgoing treasurers. It does not require hiring an outside
auditor or accountant.
Any format is acceptable, but the BHS
does include a form you can use. On the
BHS website (www.barbershop.org) select Documents from the ring menu at
the top; under the heading of Business
and Finance, select General Chapter
Business Documents; then scroll down
to and print the Financial Review Form.

Submitting an IRS Tax Return
The filing deadline for IRS form 990-N
(e-postcard) is May 15. The attached
page walks you through the IRS website
to find and file the form. There is also a
detailed set of instructions on the BHS
website at (www.barbershop.org); select
Documents from the ring menu at the
top; under the heading of Business and
Finance, select Tax Documents; then
scroll down to Form 990-N E-Filings for
Chapter Treasurers. Up through 2007,
only chapters grossing $25,000 or more
were required to file with the IRS; since
that date, all chapters must file.
Your chapter will need a taxpayer ID
for you to complete the 990-N form. If you
can’t find yours from previous submissions, contact me; I can get the number
from the International office in Nashville.
Other than that, I encourage all incoming
officers to touch base with previous sec-

retaries and treasurers, who have most
likely done these
steps in the past,
and who can save
you a lot of time and
heartache if you ask
for their help.
When a chapter
applies for a BMI/
RMD SECRETARY
SESAC license, but
DICK STARK
its reporting is not
up-to-date, I have
the date entered on the District calendar,
with a footnote that the date is reserved
pending completion of the application
process. Since required submission dates
occur at various times throughout the
year, chapters will be expected to be current through the date the application is
received. For example, if you apply in
April for a show the following December,
you will need to be current with reports
that were due by April. If last year’s reports would be the most recent, then they
must be in place.
There are two ways to let me know
that you have done one or more of these
three steps. One way is for your secretary
or treasurer to send me a paper or electronic copy of the document, whichever is
easier.
My email is luronp@msn.com; my
mailing address is 1424 S. Dover Way,
Lakewood, CO 80232. I will ensure that
the information is forwarded to the BHS
headquarters. You get a forwardable
electronic receipt upon filing the 990-N
tax return.
The easier way is for a chapter officer
to enter your progress in the Society’s
eBiz database. From the Barbershop
Society’s homepage, select Members
Only; from the ring menu at the top of the
next page, click on My Memberships,
and select My Chapter from the dropdown list. From your chapter’s homepage, select Financial Filings; a page
will appear on which you can Add new
filing information for 990 Filings, Financial Review, and State Incorporation
Filings.
As always, if you have questions on
chapter business issues, shoot me an
email at luronp@msn.com, and we can
figure out an answer.

RMD
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Status of Required Chapter
Reporting, CY 2010

Click on the Charities & Non-Profits tab.
Click on Annual Electronic Filing Requirement for Small Exempt Organizations,
Form 990, Postcard) near the middle of the
page.
In the How to File box, select Click Here to
File the e – Postcard.
On next page, click on Leave IRS Site.
On the page that appears, click on Create
Your Form 990-N (e-Postcard).
The next page will require you to log in with
your chapter’s Login ID and Password. You
should get these from your predecessor, or
select one of the fields to have one sent to
you.
Filing with Colorado Secretary of State
Phone (303) 894 2200
Go to http://www.sos.state.co.us
Select Search the Business Database.
On the Records Search form, search by ID or
Document Number.
From the Summary form, select File a Document.
From the Documents Available for Filing
page, select File Periodic Report.
A page appears on which you can update
Registered Agent and Address information.
When you are done, or if there are no
changes to be made, select Submit.
If you want to be notified by email of due
dates, acceptance of filing, etc, complete the
email Notification Section.

ARE YOU GOING TO INTERNATIONAL?

A Transaction Preview page will appear; if it
looks okay, select Accept.
A Payment form will appear; select the form of payment ($10), and enter Submit.

RMD
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RMHC CLASSES FEB 4-5 2011
Please check the classes which you’d like to take. Please sign up for
one, two, or three classes (three is the maximum).
Class

Instructor

________

History of Barbershop Harmony

2 Hours

John Elving

________

Chapter/District/Society Structure
How Does It Work?

2 Hours

Woody Woods

________

Beginning Music Theory

2 Hours

Rod Sgrignoli

________

Advanced Music Theory

2 Hours

Rod Sgrignoli

________

Chorus Directing I, Beginners

2 Hours

Raisha Quinn

________

Chorus Directing II, Advanced

2 Hours

Raisha Quinn

________

Chords I, Fundamentals of
Barbershop Singing

2 Hours

Jack Hale

________

Chords II, Advanced
Barbershop Singing

2 Hours

Jack Hale

________

Presentation for Quartet or Chorus
Beginning Techniques

2 Hours

Bob Calderon

________

Presentation for Quartet or Chorus
Advanced Techniques

2 Hours

Bob Calderon

________

Vocal Production
How To Be A Better Singer

2 Hours

TBA

Send this form along with your registration to

Bob Reed, RMD Registrar
643 Crawford Circle
Longmont, CO 80504
Home: 303 651-3196 Cell: 303 931-4800
rgreed1@comcast.net
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RMD Calendar of Events
RMD Secretary Dick Stark, 303 986-3026, luronp@msn.com
*Preliminary Clearance
Dates reserved without BMI license until 6 months before the event
** Dates not reserved until BMI license is issued

2011
Jan 25-31
Midwinter Convention, Las Vegas
Feb 4-6
Rocky Mountain Harmony College
Estes Park, Colo. YMCA of the Rockies
March 5
Denver Mile High show
Gates Concert Hall, DU, MaxQ
April 9
Montrose show, Montrose Pavilion
April 9
Grand Junction show, Avalon Theater
April 16
Mt. Rushmore show, Elks Theater
April 29-May 1
Spring Convention, Thornton, Colo.
May 6-7
Salt Lake City Show Highland HS

May 13-14
Albuquerque Show
Desert Springs Church
May 21
**Wasatch Front Show
June 11
Grand Junction show, Avalon Theater
July 3-9
International Convention
July
Chautauqua Picnic/Show, Boulder
July 15-16
Silverton Festival, Silverton
August 2-9
Harmony University
St. Joseph, Missouri
August 19-20
Harmony Happenings In the Hills
Guest clinician: Jim Henry
Oct 7-9
RMD Fall Convention
Colorado Springs, Colo.

Thornton, Colorado

April 29 & May 1, 2011
RMD SPRING CONVENTION
& QUARTET PRELIMS

Nov 13-15
RMD Leadership Forum
Dec 2
Bernallilo County Christmas Show
Desert Springs Church
Dec 3
Bernallilo County Christmas Show
Highland High PAC
Dec 12, 17-18
Longmont Christmas Show
First Methodist Church

2012
RMD Spring: Apr 27 - 29 TBD
RMD Fall: Sep 28 - 30 TBD

2013
RMD Spring: Apr 26 - 28 TBD
RMD Fall: Sep 27 - 29 TBD

Rocky Mountain District
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Member of PROBE

DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH/APRIL VE IS FEBRUARY 20TH!

