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THE CREW

In a tie with one of the best choruses in the world, the Toronto
Northern Lights, the Sound of the Rockies (Denver Mile High chapter, Denver, Colorado) has done it again! After three straight 4th
place finishes, a 3rd place medal was earned for the first time since
2007 (held here in Denver). SOR was also honored with the prestigious “AUDIENCE FAVORITE” award in a poll hosted by the YouBarbershop organization polling both liver and webcast audience members. The chapter was also well represented by four quartets competing against the top 50 quartets in the world.
“Thank you to all of our families, friends, fans and our barbershop
brothers for all of the incredible support throughout this journey.
We couldn’t have done it without YOU!
COURTESY OF SOR MAILING LIST

FOUNDATION

THE ELEMENTS

SOUND OF THE ROCKIES
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Kansas City
What an extraordinary week of fellowship
and song! The Rocky
Mountain District continues to make its
mark in the Barbershop world. Our competing quartets represented us well with
strong performances in the toughest contests of all time.
Foundation kicked off the week in the
Collegiate contest, and gave the audience
the quality singing they came for. The
next day, the quartet quarterfinals proceeded, with The Crew, The Elements
and Ignition ringing the rafters of the
Sprint Center. When the dust settled,
Ignition made the semifinals and they
subsequently placed a strong fifteenth in
the face of brutal competition.
The retiring champs, Storm Front,
dazzled audiences at shows and conducted a master class before a packed
ballroom. They offered ideas on song
selection, development of routines and
the importance internal coaching. Of
course, their final show performance featured the brass routine that managed to
lure in a few more unsuspecting audience
members. Just when folk think they have
Storm Front figured out, the Bugler's
Holiday adjusts their perceptions.
The chorus contest was the stuff of
legend, with the best-of-the-best delivering their strongest performances. Our
own Sound of the Rockies tied powerhouse Toronto Northern Lights for third
place with a pair of original (and very
funny) parodies describing the travails of
competition. SOR also won the "Audience
Favorite" award. Way to go, Denver!

During the convention week, we also
conducted Society business with the Society Board, District Presidents Council,
Events and Communications committees
meeting and sharing ideas for a stronger
Society.
Our own John Elving, previously a
winner of the Bulletin Editor of the Year
award, was inducted into the PROBE
(Public Relations Officers and Bulletin
Editors) Hall of Honor.
One of the most remarkable experiences of my week in Kansas City was the
opportunity I had to sing the old songs
with new, young barbershoppers. Several
times, I was approached by young men
who shared our thirst for Polecats, and I
found myself in quartets and VLQ's in
more than one hotel lobby. It's gratifying
to see our next generation of singers taking the initiative with impromptu performances.

Silverton
After a great International convention,
Judy and I weren't ready to return home,
so we worked our way up to Silverton,
Colorado for the barbershop festival
there. With a robust turnout from several
Colorado choruses and representatives of
other chapters, we enjoyed fine weather
and great quartet coaching from John
Coffin. On Saturday, we spent the day in
rehearsal with John and presented
an evening show to a packed house. A
special treat on that show was a reunion
of Rapport, a fine quartet that has been
in retirement for nearly two decades. They're back and cooking!
Well, as you can see, my July was
pretty special, and filled with outstanding
barbershop memories. I'd like to hear
about yours

For booking information, contact
George Davidson
manager@stormfrontquartet.com
For more information visit
www.stormfrontquartet.com

2010 International Quartet Champions
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Music & Performance VP

District Service

Dan Clark

By Woody Woods, IPP
Chairman, Nominating Committee

RMHC Sure To Be A Hit!
Put the 2012 Rocky Mountain Harmony College on
your calendar now! Yup, another great weekend in the
fabulous Colorado Mountains, Feb. 3rd, 4th, and 5th. Our
headliner quartet will be our own Storm Front, and class
selection and faculty are being constructed.
Bob Calderon, Society Presentation icon, has
agreed to join us, and many others will be there with you.
Don’t miss this opportunity for singing, quartet coaching,
chorus coaching, singing, voice/presentation/theory/
arranging/and more, and SINGING!
If you have learning requests, email them to Dan Clark
at danjama@scottsbluff.net. See you there.

Each year it is my duty to find replacements for men who have served
the district and are ready to move on to
other challenges. This year we have
two offices to fill: VP for Music and Performance and VP for Youth In Harmony. Paul Dover has
done yeoman’s work over the past two years and is ready
to spend more time singing with quartet and chorus. Dan
Clark is stepping down as the VP for Music and Performance. He will be available for the RMHC.
We are trying something new this year for those who
would be interested in serving but don’t feel they have the
requisite experience. We are instituting a “shadow” for the
Secretary, Treasurer and each functional VP. This will give
you a chance to see what happens and make an informed
decision about serving in 2013.
The positions and current incumbent are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Secretary - Dick Stark
Treasurer - Dave Myers
Chapter Support & Leadership Training - Brett Foster
Chorus Director Development - Bob Fox
Contest and Judging - John Coffin
Events - Duane Bosveld
Marketing and Public Relations - John Elving
Membership Development - Tony Pranaitis
Financial Services (Harmony Foundation) - Tony
Pranaitis
Music and Performance - Dan Clark
Youth in Harmony - Paul Dover

If you are interested in either of these two positions please
contact any member of the Nominating Committee listed
below.
Woody Woods – Chairman
Mike Deputy – Member
Tony Pranaitis – Member
Rod Sgrignoli – Member

Contact Lauren Rants
801 572 1086
laurenrants@gmail.com

Contact Curtis Terry

720 364-5800
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Events VP
Duane Bosveld

That Barbershop Chord
Okay, time for a pop quiz. Everyone, close your eyes.
Imagine, if you will, being seated in a 2000 seat auditorium. The audience that surrounds you buzzes with anticipation. The curtain on stage is closed, awash in a soft
glow of light. And then it happens: from the darkness, a
voice is heard: Ladies and gentlemen, for your entertainment, introducing the “Podunck Valley Warblers!” The
curtain opens, and you find on stage a group of men who
cannot wait to sing to you their favorite song.
Now for the pop quiz. Is the song:

Congratulations John Elving!
This year PROBE honored two of our veteran editors, Dick Cote, Fullerton, California, and John Elving, Rapid City, SD. John was honored for his past
efforts as an editor, a bulletin judge, an administrator,
and PROBE officer, just to mention a few accomplishments. John even stepped in to edit this publication when I was gone in the fall of 2009; he also put
out an issue of the PROBEmoter. John is starting his
second term as RMD Marketing & PR VP and his
first as PROBE President. He is well deserving of
joining the PROBE roster of “all-stars!”
STEVEN JACKSON
PROBE Imm. Past President

Born This Way by Lady Gaga
or How Can I Miss You If You Won’t Go Away?
by Flip Williams or
Bohemian Rhapsody by Queen or
the favorite song from your favorite chorus?
Unless the performing group is Storm Front, the choice is
probably #4!
So just a note to my 900 close RMD friends (members);
will you be in the audience at the Fall convention? Will
your favorite song be heard? Can you hear those barbershop chords in abundance anyplace else?
Recently, a call to all choruses was sent out, asking if
they would be coming to the convention. I am still awaiting
replies from 12 chapters:

Rapid City Scottsbluff Pocatello Rexburg
Salt Lake City Wasatch Front Albuquerque Farmington
Colorado Springs Boulder Longmont Grand Junction
and all points in between!

Will I see you in Colorado Springs?
RMD Directory correction

Cheyenne Wyomingaires
Randy Dancliff served as president and I (Jerry
Donnolly) was chorus director — seen on page 23
— thanks, Steve. I have been with the Loveland
chapter for quite a while now.

Jerry Donnolly
gaad31@comcast.net
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Marketing & PR VP

John Elving

Just A Reminder
Coming up in October, as you can all see above, is our
RMD Fall Convention. This year it will be held in Colorado
Springs at the Pikes Peak Center. It proves to be a great convention with plenty for everyone.

•
•
•
•

Tag Singing room set aside just for that
Vocal Production Class
Mass Sing
Festival Every-Man Chorus

And, there will be tag singing until the wee hours of the morning all through the hotel.

Please make sure that you stay at the Antlers Hilton as this
helps keep the convention expenses down and manageable.
Besides, where else can you sing all night long and not have the
hotel call the cops?

To make your reservation at the Antlers Hilton
call 719719-955955-5600. Our group code is: BARB11
Whatever you do, don't put off registering for the convention.
You will not want to miss this one. And if you missed the previous
one, you won't want to miss another one! This is your district and
you need to be there to meet all the best friends you have or will
meet, even if you've never met them before.

See you in

Colorado Springs
Make sure you come sing in your quartet or chorus, either for
score or for evaluation, but come and sing for the best audience
in the world. Not only that, you get to hear the best a cappella
singing anywhere in the world, and all for a low price. Prices are
on the registration form, but make sure you get them in by September 30, 2011 to take advantage of the lower prices. Copy it
off, make copies for your entire chorus, and get them sent in to
Bob Reed information at the bottom of the registration form
(page 23).

in October

If that weren't enough, the hotel lodging is right across the
street from the Pikes Peak Center. That's right, convention headquarters is at the Antler's Hilton. Cost is $104.00 per night. If you
want to stay two to a room, that works out to be $52.00 each. If
you want to stay four to a room, how about $26.00 each? If you
want to house the whole chorus in one room, well it's dirt cheap
(but crowded, gives a whole new meaning to the words good
close harmony-SJ!) Been there, done that, and I have the T-shirt
to prove it! Parking is included in your room rate.
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Chapter Services Leadership Training VP
CARA Coordinator

Brett Foster
bfblgs@hotmail.com

Leadership Academy Dates Are Set

Australia's Got Talent
Benchmark Overcomes Adversity and
Proves that Barbershop is COOL!
The Benchmark quartet from Queensland, Australia
(AAMBS) entered Australia's Got Talent in June "just
to show the Australian people that singing a cappella
music in the barbershop style is cool." Tenor Paul Roussell, lead Derek Cosburn, bass Tom Percy and baritone
Ray Smyth certainly accomplished that goal. The judges,
the audiences and the Australian people agreed, keeping
them in the competition all the way to the Top 10 Grand
Finale on August 2nd.
This is an accomplishment that was almost cut short.
Midway through, they received the shattering news that
Tom had been diagnosed with lymphoma for the second
time, and radiation therapy could not be put off. The side
effects almost caused Benchmark to scratch, but Tom
rallied for his mates, and they finished in the Top 10 from
an original field of 3,000 contestants.
The videos from the four contest heats are really great,
complete with theatrical backdrops and props. They are
Alexander's Ragtime Band; Sweet Georgia Brown; I've
Been Working on the Railroad; and Now is the Moment.
Read more on the Society website under "Latest
News" in The Harmonizer, or at the Benchmark website.
Tell the world you like them at www.facebook.com/
benchmarkfour. And, feel free to post an encouraging
message for Tom. Benchmark has won gold in the past
four AAMBS Senior Quartet Championships, and performed in both the Tampa and Las Vegas International
Senior Quartet Competitions.

Denver Area

Salt Lake City Area

November 12, 2011
Excel Energy Building

November 19, 2011
Mike Deputy’s Lake Home

The Rocky Mountain District Leadership Academies (formerly
COTS) are now set for this fall. Additional information will be
forthcoming. But for now, please put these dates on your chapter
calendar. This is a great opportunity to meet and share your experiences and learn the nuts and bolts of chapter management.
Four Tracks Available

GOVERNANCE
President, Executive VP, IPP, Secretary, Treasurer

MUSIC
Chorus Director, Music & Performance VP, Section Leaders

INTERNAL OPERATIONS
Membership VP, Chapter Development VP, Sunshine, Program VP

EXTERNAL OPERATIONS
Marketing & PR VP, Events VP, YMIH VP, Bulletin/Web Editor

There is something for everyone! Commit now to send your
leadership team to one of these events. The information, materials and discussions will prove beneficial to the growth and success of your chapter.

Chapter Nominating and Election Cycle
This is the time of year that your chapter leadership should
begin the nominating and election process of officers for 2012.
Hopefully, your chapter is planning now for your elections to be
completed by the end of September or the first part of October.
Once your elections are complete, please make every effort to
send your officers to one of the Leadership Academies.

Ready, Set, Sing…….
In an effort to add to the value of your Leadership Academies,
there will be a session presenting the successful Sound of the
Rockies recruitment program Ready, Set, Sing! As part of the
Chapter Planning general session of the Denver area Leadership
Academy, there will be a crew from Sound of the Rockies to present materials on the Ready, Set, Sing! program. You do not
want to miss this opportunity to receive the program and begin
planning with your chapter’s attendees.
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Denver, CO
November 12, 2011
Excel Energy Building

Salt Lake City, UT
November 19, 2011
Mike Deputy’s Lake Home

2011 Leadership Academy
ATTENTION CHAPTER OFFICERS
Plan now to send representatives from your chapter to one of the two Leadership Academies. Please pre-register using
the form below and send registrations via email or snail mail. Registration cost $45 per person up to four.
Additional attendees do not pay!

Four Tracks Available
GOVERNANCE
President, Executive VP, IPP, Secretary, Treasurer

MUSIC
Chorus Director, Music & Performance VP, Section Leaders

INTERNAL OPERATIONS
Membership VP, Chapter Development VP, Sunshine, Program VP

EXTERNAL OPERATIONS
Marketing & PR VP, Events VP, YMIH VP, Bulletin/Web Editor

.

Chapter Name:
Which LA do you plan to attend?

Denver / Salt Lake (circle one)

Attendee:

Track? Governance / Music / Internal Ops / External Ops (circle one)

Attendee:

Track? Governance / Music / Internal Ops / External Ops (circle one)

Attendee:

Track? Governance / Music / Internal Ops / External Ops (circle one)

Attendee:

Track? Governance / Music / Internal Ops / External Ops (circle one)

The cost to attend this RMD event is a legitimate chapter expense and is kept low to encourage your
participation without breaking the bank. Please send as many chapter officers and members as you like.
Leadership Academy cost: $45 per attendee up to four attendees per chapter.
Additional chapter attendees do not pay a registration fee.
Please mail your registrations to:
Brett Foster
1615 Clark Ave
Billings, MT 59102
Please email registrations to:
bfblgs@hotmail.com
Make checks payable to Rocky Mountain District (bring check to the Leadership Academy)
If you have questions, please contact Brett Foster at: bfblgs@hotmail.com or call (406) 661-1538

"America Sings" Finalists
To be Announced August 8th
The voting in the contest/show
"America Sings" was completed Wed.
August 3rd, and 15 finalists will be notified on August 8th. There will not be a
show on August 10th, and the winner
will be announced in the finale August
17th. Check Twitter on August 8 and
LiveWire on August 11 to see who's in
the final episode!

MOUNTAINGLOW IS BACK!
About a year ago, I told you about a barbershop gathering known
as the Mountainglow that was held many years ago in Cloudcroft,
New Mexico among the beautiful pines of the Lincoln National
Forest. I was a rookie barbershopper then, but I remember how
much fun we had at the Mountainglow. We had guys from El Bob Calderone
Paso attend and even some from as far away as Midland, Texas
and Albuquerque, New Mexico. Well, last year, we saw it’s return, but this time
in Ruidoso, New Mexico.

Congratulations to all of our barbershop groups who were chosen to participate, and we hope to see them on the
August 17th show!

Here's How to Stay Legal
on Copyright Issues!
The Society's Library/Licensing Manager, Erin Elkins, has compiled a list of
FAQ's that will answer almost all your
burning questions about copyright, legal
affairs and licensing of music. Every
Society member should be aware of the
legal and ethical issues regarding reproducing music in any form! So, please
READ UP on this, and make sure your
chorus or quartet is squeaky clean on
this important issue!

Rogues of the Rio Grande
The El Paso chapter revived their Mountainglow last year and I want to make
sure it continues. No, I'm not back in El
Paso, I'm still with the Vocal Majority,
but as Music & Performance Director for
the Southwestern District, I'm trying to
put together some barbershop festivals
around the District so guys who don't
compete much can still have a chance to
get together with a bunch of barbershoppers.
When I started barbershopping in 1972,
the Mountainglow was a big barbershop
fest that attracted guys from as far away
as Albuquerque, Amarillo, Lubbock and
Midland. We'd have some gang singing,
tag singing, some education, we'd listen
to quartets and end the evening with a
pick up quartet contest. It was a great
time and I sure would like to make it an
annual event.
Editor’s Note: Do you suppose Charlie
Van Dien brought this with him when he
moved from El Paso to Denver in the late
sixties?

We’ve already got confirmation
that James Estes, from headquarters
in Nashville, will be in attendance to
help lead the music. We also have
the Rogues of the Rio Grande quartet which is celebrating a reunion of
sorts. We are notifying every barbershopper who has ever been a member of the Rogues of the Rio
Grande to attend this gathering because we’re having a Rogue Reunion!
Past members include founder
Artie Dolt, Jim Law, Dave Kinkaid,
Greg Rowe, Dick Jenkins, John
Eby, Dave Carmichael, Kevin
Sandberg, and yours truly, Bob
Calderon. Most have already said
they will be there and we’re waiting
on the rest.
Here’s an invitation to one and all
to attend the Mountainglow which will
be held at the Inn at Pine Springs in
Ruidoso, New Mexico on October 22,
2011. We’ll have group singing, tag
singing, song learning, quartets, educatin’ and even a pick up quartet contest. Rule is that only two singers can
be from the same chapter!
Hope you can make it. It’s a family
thing, so come one come all! If you
need any more information, write me
at bobbycal.rc@gmail.com or call at
(915) 740-7464. Hope you can make
it!
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Secretary

Dick Stark

Status of Chapter Reporting
We’re several months past the May
15th reporting deadline for chapter income tax returns and chapter financial
reviews. I’ve attached a table showing
progress by chapters with these requirements and the registration as a non-profit
with the secretary of state. We’re making
progress, but work remains to be done.
One thing I’ve discovered is that some
chapters are up to date, but neglect to let
me know. Some go straight to the Financial Filings section on the Society’s eBiz
database and enter their own progress.
That at least allows me to catch up after
the fact. Some don’t let us know that their
act is together until they apply for a show
license, which can gum up the process a
bit.
I’d like to explain again the way we’re
implementing the required reporting, a
requirement that dates back to the fall
2009 House of Delegates meeting in
Cheyenne. At that meeting, the HOD
passed a requirement that chapters must
be up to date with their IRS submissions,
annual financial reviews, and registration
with the Secretary of State as non-profit
entities, as a condition of future show
licensing.
As with all new programs, there are a
few ground rules that I made back in the
spring of 2010, and which seem to be
working.
First, if a chapter applies for a BMI/
SESAC license, but its reporting is not
up-to-date, I will have the date entered on
the District calendar, with a footnote that
the date is reserved pending completion
of the application process. I will then work
with the chapter to get the required submissions underway.

I now have copies of registrations with
the Secretaries of State for essentially all
Rocky Mountain District chapters. These
expire, and are up for renewal, at various
times during the year, depending primarily on the month the first filing was made
(usually when the chapter was initially
chartered). The renewal date shows on
the face of the filing, so I can keep track
whether the chapter is current with this
part of the requirements.
In the case of e-filing with the IRS on
form 990-N, which most of our chapters
will be using, the due date is May 15 (the
15th day of the fifth month after the close
of the tax year). You will need a taxpayer
ID to complete the form. If you can’t find
yours from previous submissions, contact
me; I can get the number from previous
submissions or from the International
office in Nashville.
By May 15 of each year, you should
already have done the chapter financial
review for the previous year; a form for
this review is available on the Society’s
eBiz website.
Please forward copies of these filings
to me (Dick Stark, 1424 S. Dover Way,
Lakewood CO 80232); I will note your
submission for the district records, and
enter the information into eBiz for the
information of the International Office in
Nashville.

•

The District Calendar, which is
published in each issue of the
RMD Vocal Expressions and
displayed on the District website
(www.RMDSing.org), is updated
as I receive and approve the application. If you want your show to
be featured in these locations in
time for people to be aware of it,
send in your application several
months ahead of time. Dates can
be established up to two years
ahead.

•

Chapters who put on at least one
show per year also owe an
ASCAP fee of $219 for the year,
regardless of the number of
shows or the income realized
(unless it exceeds $45,000 for the
year, which most chapters don’t
have to worry about). This can be
paid at any time of the year, via
check made out to the Barbershop Harmony Society. Please
send it to me, and I will forward it
for you.

The great news is that we’ve not yet
had to deny a license yet because of reporting problems. Let’s keep that record
intact!

There are a few other issues that
come up regarding show licensing. To
summarize:

•

A BMI/SESAC license is required
for each show for which admission is charged. The form (Form
3016) is available on the BHS
website (www. Barbershop.org),
under Documents. For most venues (1,500 seats or smaller),
there is a $28 fee for each performance; hence, if you are doing an afternoon performance
and an evening one, the required
amount is $56. Requesting a
goodwill offering at the performance does not constitute an admission fee.

Second, since required submission
dates occur at various times throughout
the year, chapters will be expected to be
current through the date the application is
received. For example, if you apply in
April for a show the following December,
you will need to be current with reports
that were due by April. If last year’s reports would be the most recent, then they
must be in place.

When was the last time you invited a friend to join you at a chapter meeting?

Status of Required Chapter Reporting
2011 - 2012
CY 2010 (filed Spr 2011)

001
002
004
003
006
007
008
014
017
016
018
020
022
030
035
037
076

Boulder
Colo Spr Pikes Peak
Longmont
Denver Mile High
Loveland
N Black Hills
Pocatello
Grand Junction
Los Alamos
Burley
Mt Rushmore
Bernalillo County
Albuquerque
Sterling
Salt Lake City
Montrose
Pueblo

089
091

Grand County
Colo Spr Metro

IRS

Sec/State

x
x
x
x

x

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Fin Rev
x
x
x
x
x

x
x
x
x
x
x

x
x
x
x
x
x

x
x

x
x

x
x
x

x
x

x

Contest & Judging VP
John Coffin

RMD Contest
Entry Deadlines
To all Rocky Mountain District
barbershoppers who compete. By
district policy, the contest entry
deadline for a competition is four
weeks. This means a quartet or
chorus competitor's CJ-20 entry
form must be received by the
RMD VP C&J on or before the
Friday four weeks prior to a published contest start date. This policy can be found in the RMD Operations Manual in sections 20
(Competions) & 21 (Conventions).

x
RMD Fin Reporting 2011 - 2012

No chapters have filed CY 2011 (filed Spr 2012)

Leadership Academy
Salt Lake City Area

November 19, 2011
Mike Deputy’s Lake Home

Leadership Academy
Denver Area

November 12, 2011
Excel Energy Building

No.

Chapter

Yrs.

Website

Ann. date

S002
S003
S030
S033
S037
S082
S089

Colorado Springs/Pikes Peak
Denver Mile High
Sterling
Billings
Montrose
Garfield County
Grand County

65
65
40
55
35
15
10

www.ATBchorus.com
www.soundoftherockies.com

07/01/1946
05/15/1946
12/29/1971
02/03/1956
03/01/1976
12/10/1996
04/25/2001

www.bigskychorus.org
www.blackcanyonchorus.org
www.grandchorale.com
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RMD CHAPTER BARBERSHOPPERS OF THE YEAR

Carl Pennington
Albuquerque

Bill Sutton
Montrose

Frank Greenwood
Denver Mile High

Olyn Carlson
Grand Junction

Tim Sanders
Billings

Don Rommel
Pocatello

Don Reimer
Boulder

Bill Chambers
Bernallilo County

Wayne Anderson
Mt. Rushmore

Dave Waddell
Longmont

Jim Campbell
Pikes Peak

Jerry Hooper
D. MountainAires

Tom Roberts
Wasatch Front

Bart Buell
Utah Valley

Ben Ramos
Pueblo

Ed Belliston
Salt Lake City

Ron Long
Boulder

John Collett
Colby

District Barbershopper
of the Year

Rod Sgrignoli

WHO HAS YOUR
CHAPTER
HONORED AS

BOTY?
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Marketing & PR VP

John Elving

What is news?
Most of us like to read about other
chapters and what is happening in
those chapters. The logical place for
that in the Rocky Mountain District is
in the Vocal Expressions. However,
much of what is there seems to be
dated and not of much use to us (or
so we’ve heard). Let me state right up
front that it is not the fault of the editor of the VE. He can only publish
what is given to him by representatives of any given chapter (word!).
Hence the name “Editor” and not
“Reporter.” Say it again, brother!
It’s hard enough to be an editor
without being a reporter. Here’s what
has to be done on the editor’s part.
First he must pull in all the information that is given to him for publication. That’s part of the job of the
chapter newsletter editor—submit
the news to the VE editor. Then he
needs to make sure that things are
grammatically correct, it is current, it
is interesting for all to read about, that
it is short enough for reprint (oops) so
as not to take up too much space/
bandwidth for the VE readers, that
the photos that accompany it are
good quality for publication, and then
put it all in as small a space as possible to keep the size of the VE at a
reasonable length (oops again).
Unfortunately, that isn’t where the
job of the VE editor ends. He must
solicit advertising for the magazine,
quite often having to make up the ad
from information given to him. He
needs to get, and publish all information about upcoming festivals, conventions, shows, inter-chapter visits,
Leadership Academies, Rocky Mountain Harmony College, and any other
events affecting anyone within the
district. He is also to provide answers
from chapter bulletin editors they may
have in regards to their own publications (and I do).

Of course, that still isn’t all the
district editor is called on to do. There
are more things than what you could
imagine. And this is a continual job as
we publish the Vocal Expressions
five times a year plus the district directory yearly. How would you like to
take all of that on? I have, and believe me it isn’t easy.
Now we get down to the nitty gritty
of reporting on your chapter’s happenings. Hopefully there is someone
in your chapter who submits these
things to Steve Jackson, our district
editor. No? You expect Steve to
come and find all the information he
needs (I do get around) in all of his
spare time? He does edit two other
publications, a monthly Mountain
Talk for his chapter and a quarterly
PROBEmoter plus holding down
other positions in his chapter and in
PROBE.) It needs to be the job of
someone within each chapter to submit articles of interest to the entire
district for publication. This can be
done by submitting your chapter bulletin, but it is better if it is edited.
Here’s what is needed. All articles
which are submitted need to include
the five basics: who, what, where,
when and why. When talking about
those basics, make sure that it is
there for the non-member of your
chapter. “Joe directed the chorus”
doesn’t mean anything to a member
of the distant Podunk City chapter
while “Joe Schmoe directed the North
Fleeburg High School Band in singing
the National Anthem for the National
Onion Day festival” gets their attention right away. They will read on
wanting to find out more.

Make sure that all photos, cartoons, drawings, etc. submitted are
originals (digital works best if it is of
good quality). Getting the photos from
a publication that has been put on the
website in PDF fashion is not satisfactory. If you have ever tried that,
you will know what I mean. If at all
possible, always submit original photos (with names) and artwork.
Please edit what is submitted to
editor Steve so that what has happened in the past uses the correct
tenses of verbs so that the reader
knows that it is historical in nature,
not advertising upcoming events. If it
does talk about upcoming events,
make sure the reader knows what it
is, where it is, when it is, etc. Don’t
take anything for granted.
Keep everything short and to the
point. In talking with Lorin May, editor of The Harmonizer, he mentioned
that almost everything submitted
could be said very well in, at most,
40% of the space. Remember that
more words means larger publications and slower download speeds.
Also, submit articles using a good,
easy to use, word processing program like Word, WordPerfect or the
like. It is much easier to format and
put in the publication than something
that is sent to him as a PDF.
If all else fails, SUBMIT SOMETHING. Make sure that the entire
Rocky Mountain District knows that
your chapter is alive and doing well!
Editor’s Note: Thanks, John! All remarks in red are mine — I just couldn’t
resist! Man, I gotta ask for a raise!

The idea is to write it in such a
way that anyone will be interested,
not just your chapter members. That
one sentence says more than many
paragraphs that have been written
about the subject. This is good advice
for your local bulletin, also. Make it as
an outward facing bulletin that will
attract the general public. That can
do more to market your chapter than
many other things we may do.
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RMD HISTORY

BARBERSHOP
COMEDY QUARTET
P.O. Box 492, Fort Collins, Colo. 80521
303/482303/482-4244

Remember these guys? I caught up
with bass Jim Schoemer recently (now
singing with Longmont) and he forwarded me the following:
“Was great to catch up and share some
memories with you, Steve; feel free to
edit as needed. Call or write if you need
anything; no need to return the photo.
Your work on the bulletin has been terrific; the district is lucky to have you!
Cheerio!

I remember when I was editing the
New Harmony Horizons (prior to the
VE) in 1985, the quartet and I put together a full page ad spoofing the Society cruises. Yup, the Feed-Lot Four
making their way UP the Platte River in
a rubber raft. Can anyone lay their
hands on that issue and send it to me?

Editor’s Note: I would welcome
other historical pieces about our
quartets. Many thanks to Jim
Schoemer for his contribution.

Milo Bohlender, lead Randy Jones, tenor Jay Rosson, bari Jim Schoemer, bass
The Feed-Lot Four quartet was organized in 1969 and have performed for
all types of groups, young and old. They
have traveled nearly 100,000 miles making 610 appearances and entertaining
over 150,000 people. The quartet is registered with the Society for the Preservation
and Encouragement of Barber Shop
Quartet Singing In America, Inc.
The group has appeared for barbershop shows and conventions in the states
of Colorado, Wyoming, Idaho, New Mexico, Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa, South Dakota, North Dakota, Minnesota, Michigan,
Missouri and Wisconsin.
In June of 1971, in Detroit, Michigan’s
Cobo Hall, the men won first place in the
Loyal Order of Moose International
Champion Quartet competition. In August
of 1971, they went on a 17 day USO hospital tour to Japan, Okinawa, the Philippines, and Guam. The tour was under the
sponsorship of the USO, SPEBSQSA and
the Defense Department. The men donated their time and their expenses were
paid by the Defense Department and the
USO. The quartet traveled and lived with
the military personnel, and visited and
sang for the sick and wounded in our military hospitals. In these 17 days, the quartet made approximately 80 performances
and traveled over 20,000 miles.

The Feed Lot Four was also invited
to represent Colorado in commemoration
of the 1976 Bicentennial. This was sponsored by American Artists of Nashville,
Tennessee, involving a new series of
nationally syndicated radio and television
shows produced in conjunction with the
U.S. Jaycees.
Singing is a hobby for these men as
each of them has a full time job. Jay
Rosson, baritone, is manager of Trailways Bus Center (Fort Collins); Randy
Jones, tenor, is a Job Counselor in Career Services at Colorado State University
(Fort Collins); Milo Bohlender, lead, is
co-owner and vice president of the Warren Funeral Chapel (Fort Collins); and
Jim Schoemer, bass, is the Deputy Executive Director of the Auraria Higher
Education Center (Denver).
In the end the quartet did well over
600 performances. Later members included tenor Steve Grady who is still
barbershopping in Minnesota and Rick
Haines who is baritone of Eureka, Senior
Quartet Champs of a few years ago. I am
still a dual member with Longmont and
Denver Mile High. Some of us morphed
into the Great Depression quartet, with
myself on bass, Rick Haines, bari, Bill
Niles (who directed Mile High for a while)
on lead, and Steve Grady on tenor.
Jim Schoemer
Longmont, Colorado
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Silverton Festival Down in Attendance But Not in Spirit
The Silverton Festival is now just a memory, and a darn
good one. There were 54 barbershoppers in attendance
with lots of sunshine, good sounds, a great way to spend
the day! The Grand Junction Bookcliff chorus sang
(Raisha Quinn, director) as did the Durango Narrow
Gauge Chorus (Amy Barrett, director). Clinician John
Coffin brought his old quartet Rapport (Mike Krieger,
Rod Sgrignoli, Len Metallo) from Denver and they entertained with about a half dozen songs.

Rod
Sgrignoli

Mike
Len
Krieger Metallo

John
Coffin

The Black Canyon Chorus sounded "just super with a
nice blend and harmony. Director MaryAnn Rathburn was
pleased, “Marty and I had a great time at Silverton this
year.....the blend has improved quite a lot from last
year...you sounded great! For me, this year was much better….I enjoyed directing the chorus without music; the men
all paid attention and facial expression was excellent...very
professional, yet with the emotion needed to sell the song.
John Coffin told me that our chorus ‘did great!’ Wow! Hats
off to Jason and Bethany Ward for all their hard work and
the super job that Jason did emceeing!”

This was one of the best Silverton events ever with the
best audience ever! We had to put out extra seats because 200 wasn't enough. At the last chord of Battle Hymn
of the Republic, the audience leapt to their feet en masse.
Clinician John Coffin couldn't believe how easy the day
went. Everyone had worked hard to learn the music, including the new numbers. John said it was one of the best
groups he had ever directed. Coffin singled out MaryAnne
with awesome praise; the bass section was amazing!
“Everyone tries hard for MaryAnne and it showed when we
sang for the audience.”

Canyon Chords, Bill Sutton, BE, Montrose Colorado
Carl Schultz: On Friday night the
coaching for quartets was very productive;
since John Coffin is a Presentation
Judge, his coaching was mostly focused
on that category. This was the 25th anniversary of the Silverton Music Festival.
The founder of the Festival, Dr. Carroll
Peterson, was honored with a plaque and
pen set. Dr. "Pete" has attended every festival since it's
inception. RMD President Lee Taylor was in Silverton and
Gary Wilson had the opportunity to sing in a quartet with
him.
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Prestige

Foundation

Harmony Foundation Collegiate Barbershop Quartet Contest
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Prestige
The Vigilantes
After Hours
Expedition
HHHHHHHHHHHHHH
On the Fritz
iQuartet
Spoiler Alert
The Con Men
Phantom Fifth

977
962
942
924
917
914
900
894
891
890

81.4
80.2
78.5
77.0
76.4
76.2
75.0
74.5
74.3
74.2

JAD
DIX
ILL
LOL
EVG
CAR
SUN
SWD
JAD
SWD

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Click!
Vintage Stock
Quiet Hours
The Harmadillos
Ring It On
The Fishbowl Boys
Foundation
The Chris Bateson Experience
Ebb N' Flow
Rendezvous
The Frat Pack

881
875
873
862
859
840
834
831
824
805
769

73.4
72.9
72.8
71.8
71.6
70.0
69.5
69.3
68.7
67.1
64.1

SUN
CSD
SLD
FWD
CSD
AAMBS
RMD
CAR
PIO
ONT
MAD

Prestige is the Harmony Foundation International Collegiate Quartet Champion
Panel of Judges
Administrator(s)

Music

Presentation

Singing

Don Leonard - ILL
Bill McLaurine - CSD

Tony Sparks - RMD
Steve Tramack - NED

George Gipp - SUN
Connie Keil - FWD

Alan Gordon - FWD
Bob McFadden - JAD

My Week at Director’s College
By Priscilla Shaw
Denver MountainAires Director
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OFFICIAL SCORING SUMMARY, BHS

International Convention
Kansas City, Missouri, July 9, 2011

Quartets

SUNTONES

OLD SCHOOL

THE CREW

JUDGES
Administrator(s)
John Santora - MAD
Ken Galloway, Jr. - EVG
Brian O'Leary - NED
Music
Jim Kahlke - EVG
Dave Rubin - JAD
Jeff Taylor - ONT
Paul Wigley - LOL
David Wright - CSD

8090
7969
7855
7831
7726

89.9
88.5
87.3
87.0
85.8

MAD
NZABS
FWD
DIX
SUN

6 Forefront
7 Men In Black
8 TNS
9 The Allies
10 Voce

7669
7645
7630
7620
7586

85.2
84.9
84.8
84.7
84.3

CAR
NED
DIX
JAD
LOL

11 Lunch Break
12 'Round Midnight
13 The Crush
14 Da Capo
15 Ignition!

5074
5041
5040
5009
4971

84.6
84.0
84.0
83.5
82.9

DIX
MAD
FWD
MAD
RMD

16 After Hours
17 3 Men & A Melody
18 The Franchise
19 The PURSUIT
20 Skyline

4970
4954
4920
4889
4859

82.8
82.6
82.0
81.5
81.0

ILL
CSD
JAD
SUN
CSD

21 Voices Unlimited
22 GQ
23 Chameleon
24 Maverick
25 Expedition

2404
2389
2389
2388
2381

80.1
79.6
79.6
79.6
79.4

CSD
LOL
ONT
JAD
LOL

26 Frank the Dog
27 Q-Tones
28 95 North
29 Off The Record
30 Quadraphonics

2374
2365
2361
2358
2357

79.1
MAD
78.8 SNOBS
78.7
FWD
78.6
ILL
78.6
EVG

31 Cadillac Jack
32 Flashback
33 Let's Sing!
34 The Real McCoy
35 Alliance

2351
2348
2343
2340
2336

78.4
JAD
78.3
SUN
78.1
NSC
78.0
DIX
77.9 AAMBS

36 Noise Boys
37 Rush Street
38 Main Street Station
39 Steel
40 The Crew

2335
2325
2313
2309
2307

77.8
77.5
77.1
77.0
76.9

CSD
ILL
LOL
BABS
RMD

41 The Elements
42 Evolution
43 The Daddy-Ohs!
44 Racketeers
45 Grand Design

2306
2305
2304
2301
2297

76.9
76.8
76.8
76.7
76.6

RMD
BABS
CAR
SWD
LOL

46 Progression
47 Mainstream
48 Anthem
49 Rooftop Rhythm
50 4 Man Fishin' Tackle Choir

2293
2281
2280
2279
2244

76.4
76.0
76.0
76.0
74.8

CSD
SLD
CAR
LOL
PIO

1
2
3
4
5

Old School
Musical Island Boys
Masterpiece
A Mighty Wind
Main Street

Old School is the International Quartet Champion
Da Capo is the winner of the Dealer's Choice Award

RURAL ROUTE 4

THE ELEMENTS

IGNITION

JUDGES
Music
Jim Kahlke - EVG
Dave Rubin - JAD
Jeff Taylor - ONT
Paul Wigley - LOL
David Wright - CSD
Presentation
John Coffin - RMD
Joe Hunter Jr - MAD
Ritchie Lavene - MAD
Marty Lovick - EVG
Barry Towner - ONT

Marketing & PR VP's: Update Your Media Lists in Time for Fall & Christmas Shows
If you have a media list that's over a year old, it's time to update it! Staff positions in the media world change fairly frequently, and our
media service, Vocus, updates each area once a year. It's easy - just click EMAIL [mailto:mchapman@barbershop.org] and request a
list. Or, if you're a new Marketing & PR VP and you don't have a list, you need one! It can help you a great deal in reaching out to the
media. Here's what to do:
* For USA areas, we need the central zip code and the # of miles radius of the area you want to cover.
* For Canadian cities, we need the names of the cities you want to cover.
Also check out this new document for assistance in communicating with the media: Press Release Basics. Other PR help can be
found on our website under Document Center-Marketing and Public Relations.

SOUND OF THE ROCKIES

OFFICIAL SCORING SUMMARY, BHS, International Convention, Kansas City, Missouri, July 8, 2011
Chorus Finals
1

Santa Fe Springs, CA
Masters of Harmony
2 Hilltop, MN
Great Northern Union
##3 Toronto, ON
Northern Lights
##3 Denver Mile High, CO
Sound of The Rockies
5 Alexandria, VA
Alexandria Harmonizers
6 Elizabethtown, KY
Kentucky Vocal Union
7

Wellington, New Zealand
Vocal FX
8 Greater Central Ohio, OH
The Alliance
9 Atlanta Metro, GA
Atlanta Vocal Project
10 Bay Area, CA
Voices In Harmony
11 Nashville, TN
Music City Chorus
12 Fremont, NE
Pathfinder Chorus
13 Metro Kansas City, MO
Central Standard
14 Kansas City, MO
Heart of America

121 2829

94.3

94 2824

94.1

64 2733

91.1

FWD
LOL
ONT
104 2733

91.1
RMD

100 2663

88.8
MAD

30 2661

88.7
CAR

32 2592

86.4

56 2578

85.9

NZABS
JAD
42 2539

84.6
DIX

53 2519

84.0
FWD

61 2516

83.9
DIX

92 2488

82.9

31 2482

82.7

CSD
CSD
56 2470

82.3
CSD

15 Bloomington, IL
Sound of Illinois
16 Greater Indianapolis, IN
Circle City Sound
17 Greater Phoenix, AZ
Spirit of Phoenix
18 Jacksonville Big O, FL
Big Orange
19 Perth, Australia
Vocal Evolution
20 San Marcos, TX
The Marcsmen
20 Salem, OR
Senate-Aires
21 Houston, TX
Houston Tidelanders
22 Bellevue, WA
Northwest Sound
23 Tampa, FL
Heralds of Harmony
24 Mt. Pleasant, MI
Mountaintown Singers
25 Hamilton Square, NJ
26 Brothers in Harmony
26 Research Triangle Park, NC
General Assembly Chorus
27 Providence, RI
Narragansett Bay Chorus
28 Batavia, NY
The Vocal Agenda

75 2461

82.0

68 2451

81.7

ILL
CAR
66 2441

81.4

47 2440

81.3

34 2429

81.0

23 2420

80.7

35 2420

80.7

FWD
SUN
AAMBS
SWD
EVG
47 2409

80.3

35 2388

79.6

42 2355

78.5

29 2322

77.4

64 2280

76.0

SWD
EVG
SUN
PIO
MAD
62 2238

74.6

33 2221

74.0

18 2171

72.4

NSC
NED
SLD

Score reductions of 5 points or greater by one or more judges were applied for violations of C&J Rules and/or specific Category
Description penalties. ## Ranking tie stands and is not broken per with Article VII of the BHS Contest Rules.

Santa Fe Springs, CA is the International Chorus Champion

Int’l photos taken by Lorin May, Harmonizer

From the July 2011 Voice of Democracy
Rapid City, SD, John Elving, editor
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Jocelyn Nguyen, bass Heather Tavel, lead
Rebecca Richards, bari RUBY BLUE Kaly Warner, tenor

Jadyn Johnson, lead Courtney Dover, bass
Danika Kientz, bari SPEECHLESS Amanda Dover, tenor

Friday, August 5th, YMCA of the Rockies, Youth Harmony Camp, Estes Park, Colorado
Ruby Blue (left) singing Orange Colored Sky; Speechless (right) opened up the camp session singing Can
You Feel The Love as they reunited with bari Danika Kientz, who has moved to Overland Park, Kansas, with
her family. Photos taken by chaperone Danette Kientz (FACEBOOK). Complete coverage next issue!

PHOTOS BY LORIN MAY, BHS
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CHAUTAUQUA WAS A ROUSING SUCCESS FOR ALL!
By Tony Pranaitis
August Mountain Talk
Steve Jackson, BE
Congratulations to the Boulder Timberliners, for hosting the annual Chautauqua Barbershop Festival. The massed
chorus, directed by our talented director
Priscilla Shaw, consisted mainly of men
from the Longmont Long's Peak chorus,
the Boulder Timberliners, and the Denver MountainAires (with a few from
other area choruses including the Sound
of the Rockies). These three choruses
AND the Colorado Spirit! Sweet Adelines all gave sterling performances—very
entertaining!
A wonderful parade of quartets included our own UltraSoniX (with Cole
Kiersey of Boulder substituting for Ted
on lead); the show was headlined by The
Crew, 40th place at International this
year.
All of the men's choruses performed
admirably despite some challenges. Both
Longmont and Boulder were without their
front line directors, and the MountainAires had a decimated lead section that
was propped up by a couple of baritones
who learned the lead part in three days.
The pickup quartet contest was the
epitome of fellowship and fun, singing in
random foursomes bridging across chapters, making new friends that we hope to

see again year after year at Chautauqua.
As much as I enjoy spontaneity and new
adventures, I also revere traditions in life,
and for me Chautauqua is one.
The historic venue, the serene beauty,
the amazing acoustics of the auditorium
and great audience...and of course the
friends that get together year after year to
support each other and enjoy one another's company. My wife and I have attended together for many years, and we
enjoy a picnic lunch together within the
beautiful park gardens, followed by an
elegant dinner at the historic dining hall.

Let’s continue to support Boulder's
admirable hosting of this community outreach for barbershop in this one-of-a-kind
venue (64 consecutive years now), over
half of Chautauqua's 114 years! Boulder
is a little chapter with a big heart and a
can-do attitude!

There is also the wonderful BBQ
hosted by the Boulder Timberliners.
Many great musicians have performed at
Chautauqua, and it's an honor to be a
part of their summer concert series and to
represent barbershop harmony in an
auditorium magnificently built in 1898 for
the purpose of bringing culture, particularly music, to the American heartland.
This year was extra-special because I
got to sing with the Denver MountainAires chorus on the show, and with the
UltraSoniX (a shared quartet between us
and Boulder) with tenor Dave Myers from
the Boulder chapter). I was proud to have
the massed chorus directed by our own
Priscilla Shaw. I hope all of the guys
who participated felt the same pride!
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Leadership Academy
Denver Area

November 12, 2011
Excel Energy Building
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PUBLISHED BY THE
ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT

Steven Jackson, editor
215 Cheyenne St. Lot 18
Golden, CO 80403
720 389-8739
sjjbullead@comcast.net
PROUD MEMBER OF PROBE

RMD Calendar of Events
RMD Secretary Dick Stark luronp@msn.com
*Preliminary Clearance Dates reserved without BMI license until 6 months before the event
** Dates not reserved until BMI license is issued
August 19-20
Harmony Happenings In the Hills
Guest clinician: Jim Henry
August 27
Grand County Show
Middle Park HS
Sept 10
Pueblo show
Hoag Theater, Pueblo CC
Oct 7-8
RMD Fall Convention
Colorado Springs, Colo.
Nov 12
RMD Leadership Forum
Denver, Colo
Nov 19
RMD Leadership Forum
Eden, Utah

Dec 2-3
Bernallilo County Christmas Show
Desert Springs Ch./Highland High PAC
Dec 3
Salt Lake City Christmas show
Dec 9-10
Denver Mile High Christmas show
Gates Concert Hall, DU
Dec 12, 17-18
Longmont Christmas Show
First Methodist Church
**Dec 17
Denver MountainAires Christmas show
Wheatridge HS
High Country Sweet Adelines

2012

**March 17
Denver MountainAires show
Metropolis
April 14
Grand Junction Show, Avalon
Apr 27-29
RMD Spring Convention
May 18-19
Albuquerque Show
Desert Springs Church
Sep 28-30
RMD Fall Convention

2013
RMD Spring: Apr 26 - 28 TBD
RMD Fall: Sep 27 - 29 TBD

Feb 3-5
Rocky Mountain Harmony College

Leadership Academy
Salt Lake City Area
November 19, 2011
Mike Deputy’s Lake Home

