Barbershop Harmony Society

District website: www.RMDsing.org

Proud members of PROBE

Covering barbershop harmony in the great states of Colorado, Idaho, Kansas,
Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, South Dakota, Utah & Wyoming
Vol. 32, No. 2

Published by the Rocky Mountain District Association of Chapters

March/April 2010

Albuquerque’s “505” youth chorus takes 4th place
"high notes" Feb. 2010 issue, Longmont, Gil Norris, editor

52Eighty first among youth
At Tampa, Florida for the Mid-Winter contest, the 52Eighty
chorus came back, and this time they knocked out the competition and brought the gold back to Denver. They scored 83.5 percent and were given a superior rating by the judges.
Eleven youth choruses competed with 350 young singers on
the risers, said Montana Jack Fitzpatrick in his blog. The largest
was the Canadian contingent which represented one sixth of all
competitors and drew singers from several districts. The winning
chorus was directed by Chris Vaughan and Matt Swann. In the
College Quartet Competition, it took 13 years to achieve an “A”
level core. The Youth Chorus Competition achieved that level in
just three years.
“After performing their two required barbershop songs, each
group could sing a song of their own choosing. The youth from
52Eighty chose Ave Maria and brought the audience to stunned
silence. They performed it again on the Saturday night show with
the same results. I was privileged to share United Airlines Flight
159 into Denver with the entire chorus plus Matt and Chris,” said
Fitzpatrick.

Scoring an 83.5% (very high) and achieving a superior rating,
52eighty (under the direction of Chris Vaughn and Matt
Swann) WINS the Grand Champion's award.
Pictures courtesy of Syd Libsack
Our thanks to George Davidson for the timely email and photos

Four Keeps 23rd as seniors
Longmont’s Four Keeps, with just a few more gray hairs
among them, sang their way to 23rd position in a
remarkably tough competitive battle. It was their first
time on the International senior stage.

THE 505
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Spring Convention Nears
By the time you are reading this the
“early bird” pricing for registrations has come
and gone. If you didn’t get your, too bad! If
you hurry you may be able to get in on the
next not-quite-so-early bird pricing. If you
don’t register at all, you are going to miss out
on a great convention, to say nothing of
missing the Shrine of Democracy Chorus’
40th anniversary show. What a weekend!
As you all should know, this RMD Spring
Convention is the one that all quartets come
to who are wanting to make it to the “big
show” in Philadelphia in July. It is a great
way to see the very best of the best as they compete for the honor of representing the
RMD in the International Quartet Contest. Just which quartets will be there? You’ll just
have to attend the convention to find out.
It is also the convention that brings out the best in the seniors quartets, VLQs and
small choruses as they vie for top honors. Remember, for the best small chorus or
VLQ, there is a $500 prize on the line. What chapter couldn’t use that? For the senior
quartet, there is a great trophy on which to have their name inscribed.
This year, as a first, the Shrine of Democracy Chorus of the Mt. Rushmore Chapter will be presenting their annual show in conjunction with the convention. True, it will
be a shortened show, but much like the “Parade of Quartets” shows of past years, it
will include extra features. Where else can you find a show with the top eight quartets
performing? That plus the Show of Champions, and that’s not all. International Quartet
Champion Gotcha! is coming out of retirement for this show. It should be a show to
remember!
Still not convinced? How about adding in an afterglow that will be remembered for
a long time? This afterglow will be held in the theater of the recently expanded and
remodeled Dahl Art Center. It will include “real” food prepared by the ladies (and a couple of men) of the Mt. Rushmore Chapter. Come after the show and enjoy performances by the Rapid City quartets and even the SAI A Cappella Showcase Chorus
from Rapid City. You will also enjoy the quartets who have competed over the weekend. That makes another show after the show. What a weekend!
Come a day early or stay a day later and enjoy all the sights in and around Rapid
City. Take time to visit Mt. Rushmore and see the world’s largest quartet. Travel a little
south and see the carving of Chief Crazy Horse, who couldn’t sing well enough to
make it into the quartet. Take a tour of the Stavkirke right in Rapid City. Take a trip up
Dinosaur Hill to view the work of the CCC camps set up by President Roosevelt. Take
time to enjoy some of the fabulous food at restaurants within two blocks of the Radisson Hotel, some of which have been featured on the Food Network.
Gee, there’s enough here to take up an entire week. Take the time to come to
Rapid City for Rock Solid Barbershop and so much more.

John Elving

Woody Woods
woody@grwffyn.com

Radio Days
I remember when I was younger and
we would travel across the country by car.
This was before the days of satellite radio
and you would have to change stations as
you went from one town to another.
Sometimes, late at night you could pull in
a station from hundreds if not thousands
of miles away. This reminds me much of
our district chapters.
As you travel through the district there
are dead spots where no barbershop is
being sung because the reach of the
nearest chapters is not enough to bring
them in. I would like to try an experiment.
I would like each chapter to find another chapter in the RMD that is far
enough away that there is at least one
town between them that does not have a
chapter. Then coordinate with the town's
arts council or high school music teacher
or little theater group or (you fill in the
blank) and set up a joint show between
the two chapters in that town. That could
easily be the spark needed to form a new
chapter. The district board will be more
than happy to help in any way they can to
ensure appropriate contacts are made.
Here's a scenario: 18 chapters in our
district take on this challenge and have
nine shows in towns that don't have barbershop in them; four of those shows
spawn a barbershop chapter, that's a
minimum of 24 new members for the district and more likely 40 since the town
does not have an active chapter.
We have chapters that are like the old
high powered radio stations of yesteryear:
Denver Mile High; Wasatch Front; Albuquerque; and Bernalillo County who
draw from far beyond a "normal" chapter
reach. Wouldn't you like to have your
"station" heard across the district? Has
barbershop made an impact on your life?
Why not share that gift with your friends
and neighbors?
Do you have a great Valentines Day
story? Send it to us, please and
we’ll share it in the next VE!

Come sing with us and the
“world’s largest quartet”

April 23-25 in Rapid City, SD

RMD Spring Convention
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RMD Vision Statement
Enriching lives in the Rocky
Mountain District through
singing in harmony

magazine is published six times yearly
Two issues are printed for all members

Jan/Feb and Aug/Sept issues
Four issues are posted online: March/April,
May/June, Oct/Nov (after convention), and Dec.

www.RMDsing.org

Send articles, photos, ads, business cards, news, etc. to
editor by deadline, please, in ASCII text, jpgs, text only,
pdf, or Word documents. Original copy is preferred.
You can also mail CD’s. Non-member subscription price
is $5.00 per year. Member subscription rate is $3.00 (paid
for by RMD dues).

Editor

Steve Jackson
215 Cheyenne St. Lot 18
Golden, CO 80403
303 384-9269
sjjbullead@comcast.net

Unless carrying a byline, all articles are by editor
and may not reflect the views of the District.
Business Card (6)
Center spread (per issue)
Full page (per issue)
Half page (6)
Third page Vertical (6)
Third page Horizontal (6)
Fourth page Vertical (6)
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Two pages
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4.75 x 7.25 75
7.25 x 3.50 50
3.50 x 7.25
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2.50 x 7.25

$ 30.00
$200.00
$125.00
$300.00
$150.00
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RESISTING‐A‐REST, PIONEER DISTRICT
QUARTET WINS SENIORS CONTEST
Tampa, Fla. (Jan 29, 2010) – Resisting‐A‐Rest took the gold
in the hotly contested International Senior Quartet Competition
at the Barbershop Harmony Society’s Midwinter Convention. A
total of 27 senior quartets from the U.S., Canada, and two Soci‐
ety affiliates – AAMBS (Australian Association of Men Barber‐
shop Singers) and BABS (British Association of Barbershop Sing‐
ers) squared off in the annual contest to become the 2010 Sen‐
ior Quartet Champion. The top five quartets each received a
medal.
Members of the gold medalist, Michigan based quartet, in‐
clude Bruce LaMarte, tenor; Tom Conner, lead; Steve Warnaar,
baritone; and Phil Haines, bass.
Resisting‐A‐Rest formed in 2006, and has a combined 17
Pioneer District Championships, 28 International Contest ap‐
pearances – two of which they scored 2nd place medals – and a
combined total of more than 100 years of barbershop singing.
After many years of experience in singing at the annual Interna‐
tional Competition, they are a well‐deserving first‐place quar‐
tet! Apparently, the third time is a charm!
Second place silver medalist is Vintage Gold. Members in‐
clude Ron Bass, tenor; Gary Bolles, lead; Chuck Landback, bari‐
tone; and Jim Sherman, bass. Rounding out the five medalist
positions are:




Third place: Take Note ‐ Steve Coon, Ralph Brooks, Dick
Kingdon, and Ed Chapman
Fourth place: Social Insecurity ‐ Gary Raze, Donald Kileen,
Robert Martindale, and Marty Anderson
Fifth place: Lightly Seasoned – Joseph Fraley, George
Alorn, Greg Batchelor, and Darryl Flinn

In the senior competition, no member of any competing
quartet may be younger than 55, and the cumulative age of the
quartet must be 240 years or more. They are judged by a panel
of two judges in each of three categories; music, presentation
and singing. The outgoing 2009 International Senior Quartet
Champ, Audacity performed and presented the trophies.
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David Waddell, T, Doug Norman, L,
James Curts, B, Jim Cole, Br

Four Keeps
Longmont, Colorado

RMD Senior champs place
23rd at Midwinter in Tampa
Youth In Harmony VP

Paul Dover
spebsqsa@comcast.net

Music Educator

Scholarship
The Harmony Foundation will once again be sponsoring
scholarships for Music Educators to attend Harmony University in St. Joseph, Missouri in 2010. The dates are Aug. 1 - 8,
and we have one scholarship available for the Rocky Mountain District.
The scholarship covers room, board, and tuition for the
entire week. Transportation costs to and from St. Joseph are
not covered.
Ideally, we would prefer the recipient of this scholarship
to have never attended Harmony University in the past, nor be
Society Members or Associates. Other than that, if they are a
music educator (male or female) with the desire to learn a ton
about a great form of a cappella music, they are eligible.

Please send nominations to Paul Dover
spebsqsa@comcast.net
The RMD board will review all nominations and select
the recipient no later than April 18th, so please get your nominations in to me as soon as you can. If you have any questions,
just let me know.
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Danielle Cole, BHS

YOUNG DENVER SINGERS WIN INTERNATIONAL
BARBERSHOP YOUTH CHORUS FESTIVAL
Tampa, Fla. (Jan. 30, 2010) – 52eighty of Denver, Colo. took home
the trophy today in the Barbershop Harmony Society’s third annual
International Youth Chorus Festival. With 11 choruses and approxi‐
mately 325 students participating from the United States and Canada,
this event is the exciting culmination of the Barbershop Harmony Soci‐
ety’s year round effort to promote barbershop harmony to youth
around the world. The Youth Chorus competition is judged by a panel
of certified Society judges in three categories: music, singing and pres‐
entation.
52eighty is Denver's newest men's youth a cappella chorus, made
up of young men from Sound of the Rockies, the Longs Peak Chorus
and the Denver MountainAires. Other non‐Barbershop Harmony Soci‐
ety members are students from local high schools, colleges and univer‐
sities and travel as far as Flagstaff, Ariz. to participate in rehears‐
als. Formed in late 2008, 52eighty was thrilled to take 2nd place in
their first International Youth Chorus Competition with only a 19‐point
margin between them and the Northwest Vocal Project. Directors are
Chris Vaughn, lead of the 2004 International Champion Quartet Got‐
cha!, and Matt Swann, baritone of the 1999 Collegiate Quartet Cham‐
pion HEAT. For more information or to support 52eighty, please visit:
www.52eightychorus.com.
The young singers competed in three age brackets with trophies
awarded to winners in each of the brackets. Every individual performer
received a rating pin for their participation in the singing contest.
Rounding out the winners in the three age brackets are:
Savannah Storm of Savannah, Ga., under the direction of Jeremy
Conover (Plateau A – average age of less than 19)
52eighty of Denver, Colo., under the direction of Chris Vaughn and
Matt Swann – (Plateau AA – average age of less than 22)
Vokal Kombat of the Sunshine District, under the direction of Tony
DeRose and Debbie Cleveland (Plateau AAA – average age of less than
25)
The ages of competitors range from 12 – 29, and each chorus has
an average age of under 25. This event not only showcases and repre‐
sents the future of vocal music in the world of barbershop harmony,
but also the leadership you will soon see in each of these students’
respective communities.
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Chapter Services Leadership Training VP
CARA Coordinator

Brett Foster
bfblgs@hotmail.com
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FOR THE GOOD OF THE DISTRICT

Want to be a District Officer?
The RMD Nominating Committee is looking for a few
good men. They are now accepting nominations for the
2011 Board of Directors and the Operations Team. If your
thoughts are turning to that age old question:

Chapter Activity Recognition Awards

“How can I best serve my District?

The Rocky Mountain District will be announcing the CARA
winners from each Plateau at the RMD Spring Convention in
Rapid City. Plateau winners receive scholarships to the RMD
Leadership Academies that are held in October/November.

Here’s the short answer — serve on the Board or on the
Operations Team. Tony Pranaitis, Rod Sgrignoli, and
Mike Deputy are starting to assemble next year’s slate,
especially an Executive VP (term 2011-12) before
ascending to the RMD Presidency in 2013.
If you’re interested or know someone who is, please contact

About the CARA Program
The CARA Program is voluntary and allows your chapter’s
Board of Directors an opportunity to perform a simple monthly
diagnostic check on the wellness of your chapter and chorus.
Participation in this program is beneficial to the future of your
chapter as you check the progress toward your goals as defined
in your vision and mission statements. Each month your chapter
Secretary or CARA Coordinator fills out a one page form, assigning points according your chapter’s activities.
The major areas of chapter health where points are assigned include Membership, Activities, Leadership, Music
Education and Communications. When completed, the form is
sent to your RMD CARA Coordinator on a monthly basis. The
CARA Coordinator keeps an ongoing tabulation of participants
and their points. The winners in each Plateau are deservedly
recognized at the HOD meeting held during the Spring Convention. The Plateau winners are also awarded tuition scholarships
to one of the RMD Leadership Academies (formerly COTS) that
are held in the fall.
Current CARA Participants
The following chapters have been participating in the CARA
Program and are all in the running for Leadership Academy
tuition scholarships:
S-009
S-003
S-024
S-037
S-076
S-035
S-043
S-068

Colby, Kansas
Denver, Colorado
Durango, Colorado
Montrose, Colorado
Pueblo, Colorado
Salt Lake City, Utah
Scottsbluff, Nebraska
Utah Valley, Utah

I want to extend a big thank you to these chapters for their
CARA participation in 2009 and for continuing their great work
of tracking their chapter’s activity in 2010 and receiving the peer
recognition you deserve.
How Does My Chapter Enroll in the CARA Program?
Super simple! Send an email to me at the address below. I
will make sure you have everything you need to get started. To
make it even easier, we hope to have the form available online
through our district website soon. In the mean time, please let
me know if you want to get your chapter started. You are just a
few clicks away from participating in what is a very useful and
valuable tool!

Mike Deputy <mikedeputy@utility-trailer.com>
Rod Sgrignoli <sgrig@aol.com>
Tony Pranaitis <tonychiro@juno.com>

Youth In Harmony VP

Paul Dover
spebsqsa@comcast.net

New Requirement for Youth
Camp/Workshop Funding
Recently, the Society has “upgraded” its insurance policy to
cover us against allegations/complaints of sexual misconduct –
specifically at youth events. Part of this coverage is the understanding that we will provide proper training/education to those
people who work at events like Youth Harmony Workshops,
Harmony Explosion Camps, or any other “overnight” event.
You don’t need to worry about this for a young man joining a
chapter.
The training consists of written materials, a DVD and a
(very) basic test that each Camp/Workshop volunteer must take
and pass. The completed training attendance log must be returned to James Estes, preferably before the event commences.
THIS IS NOT OPTIONAL. EVERYONE INVOLVED IN
THE EVENT MUST TAKE AND PASS THE TEST.
Any funds that are requested, in support of the event, will be
DENIED until evidence of compliance has been received by
James Estes.
So, how do you get the materials needed? You can contact
either James Estes or me, Paul Dover, and we'll get you what
you need. The kit consists of a DVD (35 minutes in length), a
training attendance log, the test, the test key (for the administrator), and a hard copy of the slides included in the video presentation. If you require additional materials for multiple events, we
simply need to know the names and addresses of the people that
need them.
The administrator of the test can be anyone you designate;
please have the designee contact me for test administration instructions. Any questions about the policy can be directed to
James Estes or Paul Dover, and if we don’t know the answer –
we will find out.
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STANDING OVATION PROGRAM IS GROWING!
The Standing Ovation Program (SOP) is growing, but its growth rate needs to increase a little. Brad Ayers, our District SOP
Chairman, is doing a fine job, and he needs to hear from YOU! SOP is a such a great tool to add one more way to help your make your
chapter show more successful---your chapter needs to try it.
One of your fellow barbershoppers from a chapter near you will come, at your request, to enjoy your show and then sit down with
your music team, or your entire chapter if you wish, and tell you what he liked, what was outstanding, what might be tweaked
up.....details to help your next performance be your best ever. Contact our Chairman, Brad Ayers, and ask him to line up an SOP reviewer for your next show. His email address is: bayers773@msn.com. Or contact your District Music & Performance guy, Dan Clark
at danjama@scottsbluff.net.
Dr. Dan Clark

Music & Performance VP

Dr. Dan Clark

Back to school in Estes Park

What a weekend!
Good things are happening in the Denver Mile High chapter. We have a new editor (actually “blogmeister”) to welcome — Jimmy Trapp. And yes, he has already added
this editor to his mailing list. And many thanks to Marketing
& PR VP Mike Davidson AND “the chapter master”
George Davidson for keeping us “in the loop!”

Mile Hi-Lites Returns!
For those who were not at rehearsal Thursday evening, Mile HiLites has return via blogspot. I will be updating it as frequently
as possible with news concerning SOR, 52Eighty, chapter quartets, and news within the Barbershop Harmony Society.
However, what will really make this great is articles from you. I
will always encourage articles from board members and directors, but I'm looking for articles on these specific subjects for
this month;





An article about our upcoming contest
An article about our show this coming weekend
An article about 52Eighties win in Tampa
An article about the progressive changes that SOR has made
throughout the years.

However, you are not limited to these subjects. Please, if you
have something else you would like to write about, please do
and send it to me via e-mail. attach it as a file or just write in the
e-mail text itself, whatever is comfortable for you (spoken like a
true editor — SJ). The blogspot will be available in the members
section of the SOR website AND available at
www.soundoftherockies.blogspot.com. I hope this turns out to
be useful and entertaining for all SOR members. Thanks!
Jimmy Quentin Trapp
Baritone - 52Eighty Chorus
2010 International Youth Chorus Champions
http://soundoftherockies.com/52eighty

More than a hundred barbershoppers converged on the
YMCA of the Rockies for a great four-part-harmony weekend
on February 5-7. District quartets soaked up some 35 to 40 hours
of coaching, the classroom teaching was outstanding, the Everyman Chorus, 100 men strong, sang great, and our Saturday night
show was done to a packed house!
Many Estes Park area folks came through the snow and major YMCA construction to be a most enthusiastic audience for
our District quartets, including our International qualifier,
McPhly. And our guest headliners, OC Times, brought the
house down. A great time was had by all.
The one thing which would have made the weekend even
better would have been to have another hundred or so of you
District barbershoppers there with us. Be sure to mark your calendars for the first weekend in February, 2011, to join in the fun.
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Executive VP

Lee Taylor

Sea Level to 8500 Feet

in One Week
This post-holiday season was characterized by great singing, renewing old friendships and celebration of the Barbershop
style. The Midwinter Convention in Tampa, held the last week in
January, was filled with extraordinary performances, both by talented seniors and by energetic youth choruses. I emphasize
performance, because I witnessed real entertainment, with the
singing supported by fine staging and presentation skills. No danger of nodding off in the Seniors’ contest. The competitors were
there to perform, and no song wanted for the full range of emotion and energy. Our own Four Keeps quartet represented the
Rocky Mountain District with skill and flair. I got a lot of ideas on
infusing performance with the visual and stylistic elements so
important to pleasing audiences.
Later in the week, the youth took the stage, they really took
charge! Tough competition from Anchorage to Tampa, but when
the smoke had cleared, our own 505 and 52eighty choruses had
won their age plateaus. Pretty exciting outcome in itself, then the
overall winner was announced: 52eighty! The crowd erupted and
the well earned trophy was presented to Chris Vaughn and Matt
Swan on behalf of the chorus. The remainder of the week featured more top quartets, and our Storm Front managed to
snooker a few more folks who failed to realize that the horns
weren’t merely props.
The convention shared the city of Tampa with Gasparilla, a
Mardi Gras-like celebration of the exploits of pirate and entrepreneur Jose Gaspar. This was basically a rum-fueled, day long
parade through central Tampa, and it made navigation pretty
interesting. I’m happy to report that none of the four hundred or
so open container arrests involved barbershoppers.
Upon returning from Tampa (and a respite from winter) I
spent three days catching up at my day job, then departed for
Colorado for some more….barbershop. The weather was cooperative this year, and that bought us the necessary daylight to
navigate the detour from Drake to Estes Park. What a great
weekend! A blue ribbon staff was on hand to coach quartets,
lead the Everyman Chorus and strengthen our performance skills
as barbershop singers. I opted to learn more about presentation
from John Coffin and vocal production from Raisha Quinn.
These are familiar topics, but it’s easy to regress into bad habits
of basic craft. I left these sessions with renewed purpose and
focus on the fundamentals.
Besides featuring the Everyman Chorus, the evening show
showcased the talents of the attending quartets and was headlined by McPhly and OC Times. A lively afterglow wrapped up
the weekend.
The next work week contained five days, and was jolly well
inconvenient! Great memories of friends old and new, and
songs, mostly old, sustained me during that long week.
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Regarding Rocky Mountain Harmony College — The Estes
Park newspaper sent up their "Entertainment Editor" and she
wrote an extensive note about our weekend.

Estes Park Trail-Gazette

Shave and a haircut? Not at this barbershop

Barbershop blows away the blues at the Saturday performance
By Juley Harvey
If music soothes the savage beast, a lot of beasts, savage
and not-so, came away soothed and smiling Saturday night, after
the annual barbershop performance at the Rocky Mountain District’s Harmony College weekend at the YMCA of the Rockies.
A cappella quartets from Longmont to Rapid City gathered
for the weekend in Estes Park, to receive coaching from some of
the top tenors, baritones, basses and leads bobbing along in
barbershop. On Saturday, 13 choruses pulled out the stops in
standing-ovation performances and harmonized on everything
from a smooth, haunting rendition of Home on the Range to rousing doo-wop and classic rock.
It’s not your father’s barber, anymore. It’s more like a classy
full-service salon, with manicures and pedicures thrown in, along
with a healthy helping of humor and sass. Why not have a little
purple Mohawk? The groups, including one with two female
members in the traditionally male-oriented ensemble, warbled
with an amazing grace of range and variety of the human voice,
elevating and celebrating the many joyful noises that can emanate and emote from the throat and transporting the audience to
a place of beauty and wonder, where it’s good to live. And it had
a beat -- a heartbeat.
Dr. Dan Clark, organizer of the event, told the large audience the singers “get together, sing, study, sing, make new
friends and sing” during the euphonious weekend. The 2010
Rocky Mountain Harmony Chorus opened the evening with a
100-plus-strong rendition of Happy Birthday to a delighted
woman who discovered she had many new-found reasons to
celebrate. Emcee Kevin Pape told the crowd at Assembly Hall (a
new location for the event, as the Ruesch Auditorium is closed
for construction) that all the quartets had spent the weekend in
training and they would be practicing the things they’d learned.
“Encourage them,” he said. “It takes a lot of guts to try something
for the first time in front of an audience.”
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN HARMONY COLLEGE 2010
Of course, with some it’s guts and it’s nuts -- the Ponderosa
Vigilantes, from Boulder, sang what the audience guessed was
pretty much a first -- California, Here I Come in German, starting
out, “Deutschland, Deutschland,” and improbably incorporating
“Donner, Blitzen” and “wienerschnitzel.” It was a crowd-pleaser.
Pape observed of the somewhat different interpretation,
“That’s what happens when you live in Boulder!” He told the audience of a "treat" planned for the headliners, the 2008 International Barbershop Quartet Champions, OC Times (with the average age of 29). “They’re a top-notch quartet. They’re used to
raving, screaming, loud applause. So, after their first song, sit
there on your hands. We tried this with a comedy quartet and
they about stroked out. These guys are young, though.” The audience, being overcome after OC Times` first song, half-forgot
the admonition. The quartet, in a turn-about, left the stage after
the song, but returned, to everyone’s delight.
The group Equally Delinquent (Ogallala) performed the
Del-Vikings’ Come Go With Me, after asking for a pitch pipe.
They claimed that “because of our ankle bracelets, pitch pipes
are contraband.” “They have a lot of time to practice in jail, don’t
they?” Pape asked.
Velcro, from Colorado Springs, asked the perennial harmonical question How Can I Miss You If You Won’t Go Away?
Pape put in a pitch for women who’d like to be relieved of their
men folk once a week, to send them to a barbershop group and
“we’ll be glad to baby sit them for you.” The Black Hills Glen
from Rapid City, S.D., countered those ideas with I Don’t Mind
Being All Alone (When I’m All Alone With You).
Senior champions of the Rocky Mountain District (RMD)
Four Keeps (Longmont) sang about an Orange-Colored Sky and
Don’t be a Baby, Baby. “We had a blast in Tampa, Florida representing the RMD. Thank you all for attending the show tonight.
We’ve had a wonderful time having coaching today by some of
the finest around,” Four Keeps said. Pape introduced the second-place RMD quartet, Fast Lane, who sang I Want a Sunday
Kind of Love and Happy Together by the Turtles.
Introducing RMD champions McPhly, Pape said, “These
guys are examples of why so many guys come up here to get
coached.” McPhly, with an average age of 28.5 years, blew off
the doors with This Is Some Lucky Day, Straighten Up and Fly
Right, Making Whoopee, Home On the Range and Rock It For
Me. Give them and the OC Times a telephone book, and I’m
sure they could create some stunning tunes. They received a
standing ovation. They then tried to get the audience to pose for
a photo, saying, “We like to take pictures wherever we go. We
post them on our Web site, so get close together. This is a real
treat. It’s our first time performing in men’s clothing.” The emcee
demanded, “Well, NOW, what do you think of barbershop?”
To celebrate the 40th anniversary of emcee Kevin Pape’s
first date with his wife, McPhly brought her onstage and sang Let
Me Call You Sweetheart. Afterwards, Pape said, “That’s priceless.... Happy Valentine’s Day, love. I’ve had my eye on this Porsche.” He remarked that local barbershop quartets will be delivering Singing Valentine’s this week.

Then he brought OC Times to the stage, calling them “one
of the premiere quartets, the 2008 Gold Medal Champions.” They
wowed the crowd with Take a Look At Me Now and Let Me Be
Your Teddy Bear. They introduced themselves with off-the-cuff
patter and their enjoyment was contagious. Inspired by artists like
Michael Bublé, Frank Sinatra and Elvis, they put their own stamp
on swing standards, rock and roll classics and favorites from a
variety of other genres and take barbershop harmony back to
where it started over a century ago: pop-culture. From various
locations, they said it’s great to be back in Colorado.
In 2008, OC Times won the Barbershop Harmony Society`s
International Quartet Championship. They have been featured in
major publications such as The Wall Street Journal, Saturday
Evening Post, and SPIN magazine. The quartet is also featured
prominently in an upcoming documentary film entitled “American
Harmony.” Their first studio album, “Let’s Fly” (2007), reached
critical acclaim, winning Contemporary a cappella Recording
Awards for both Best Barbershop Album and Best Barbershop
Song. They said that the harmonizing biz has taken them all over
the United States, and to Finland, Russia and Sweden. It was
their first time in Estes Park.
They then let loose with All I Want To Do Is Grow Old With
You, with such sweet sentiments as “I’ll even let you hold the
remote control.” They asked, “How many of you were there in the
1950s?” When they got a round of applause, they joked, “We
weren’t!” Then, they 1950s’d it up, with So In Love and Got A Girl
That’s Driving Me Crazy. They received a standing ovation. Cory
Hunt said they had a blast working with the quartets, and it was
“our blessing to give back and share.” They ended the evening
with What A Wonderful World, and an encore, Sold to the Lady In
The Second Row. They agreed they are “so blessed to fly around
the country and do what we love to do, sing barbershop, sing
with the best guys in the world.”
Emcee Kevin Pape said the future of barbershop is safe, in
the hands of the OC Times. At the after glow, where there was
“all barbershop, all the time,” performances included a standing
ovation from their peers for the duet of McPhly and OC Times
on Their Hearts Were Full Of Spring. Estes Park resident Gerry
Swank, a member of the Longs Peak barbershop group (from
Longmont) called the whole event a tremendous success, and
said attendance was as good as last year’s, even though it was
in a different venue at the YMCA. Next year, it will be back again
at Ruesch Auditorium, he said.
Another member of the Longs Peak group said, “You’ve just
had baptism by fire. You’ve seen
the Rolling Stones of barbershop.
It doesn’t get any better than this.”
Music expands the soul. It makes
the spirit fly (or McPhly). As
Swank said, it makes you healthy.
It makes you a better person. And
it’s just so smiley-face fun. Good
vibrations, good OC Times. Why
can’t we all just sing along? It’s
hard to fight when you’re trying to
sustain a breath, and nobody’s
ever killed anything yet by hitting
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Secretary

Member Services VP

Dick Stark

Dr. Tony Pranaitis
tonychiro@juno.com

Spring is rapidly approaching, and,
as a reminder, the due dates for our
reporting are drawing near as well. The
filing date for the 990-N, the IRS tax
form that most of our chapters will be
using, is May 15 (the 15th day of the fifth month after the
end of the tax year). By that time, you should already have
done the chapter financial review for the previous year and
updated your registration with the Secretary of State.
Please forward copies of these filings to me (Dick Stark,
1424 S. Dover Way, Lakewood CO 80232) by May 15; I
will note your submission for the district records, and then
forward the forms to the International Office in Nashville.
Your chapter will need a taxpayer ID for you to complete the 990-N form. If you can’t find yours from previous
submissions, contact me; I can get the number from the
International office in Nashville. Other than that, I encourage incoming officers to touch base with previous secretaries and treasurers, who have most likely done these steps
in the past, and who can save you a lot of time and heartache if you ask for their help. Just today I received the tax
return and corporate reporting information from the Los
Alamos, New Mexico chapter, making them the first for the
new year. Kudos to them!
On another note, I attended the Rocky Mountain Harmony College in Estes Park the first weekend in February,
and was able to sit in on a presentation given by our District President, Woody Woods, on the use of computers in
managing chapter records. Woody did a great job showing
us the ins and outs of the Society’s eBiz system, where our
rosters, chapter officers, dues, and a host of other information are stored and available. I encourage those of you who
deal with membership, show licensing, or any other aspect
of chapter management to go to that site and look around.
You’ll find lots of good information.
Finally, I want to thank the chapters for getting their
chapter officer reporting completed. With just one exception that the District Board is still working on, we now have
a full slate of chapter officers in place. That’s great news
for us who need to contact specific leaders periodically for
information or assistance, and important for the chapters
as well, who now should be getting their dues payments
from International, convention information, and the like,
directed to the person who needs the input.
As always, if you have questions on chapter business
issues, shoot me an email at luronp@msn.com, and we
can figure out an answer.

Membership Benefits of

Compellingly Attractive

Chapter Meetings

Keeping the members that we have and attracting new members starts with a chapter meeting that is “compellingly attractive” (some experience that we would hate to miss).
Noted barbershopper Chuck Green has developed a workshop that is being hosted in chapters and districts across the Society, called “Compellingly Attractive Chapter Meetings.” The Barbershop Harmony Society is fully supportive of this movement,
and is subsidizing $20.00 of the tuition for each barbershopper
who attends. The reason is the successful track record that chapters who have implemented the philosophy of Chuck’s teachings
have seen in member retention and growth.
The Denver MountainAires are hosting “Compellingly Attractive Chapter Meetings” in the Denver area on Saturday, May
22. The cost to attend is $75.00 per person, and Chuck recommends that at least four key members of a chapter attend. The
tuition includes lunch and $35.00 in handout materials, and with
the Society subsidy of $20.00, the effective cost to the chapter
(this is a legitimate chapter expense) is $55.00 per attendee. Personally, I would pay the money out of my own pocket if my chapter wouldn’t or couldn’t, simply because I care deeply about the
success of my chapter and the longevity of the Society and this
art form we call barbershop.
You can learn a great deal about Chuck’s program by visiting
his website at www.21stn7th.com (21st century, barbershop 7th
chords...that's the “meaning” of the website name). The Denver
MountainAires hosting site has a capacity of 40 attendees, and
is half-filled with current reservations. Contact Tony Pranaitis at
TonyChiro@juno.com or 303-233-6234 to reserve spaces (no
money needed now).
Are YOUR chapter meetings “compellingly attractive?” Are
you looking for ways to MAKE them “compellingly attractive?”
Chuck is not trying to make all chapter meetings alike, but he
DOES understand the fundamentals of personal satisfaction
(creativity, use of talents, growth in skill and knowledge, a social
circle where needs are met, etc) and whatever your chapter mission and goals, the workshop will strategize to overhaul the meeting style to meet these personal needs of members and potential
members.
The meeting is 9:00 to 4:30 on Saturday, May 22, and if Denver is too far to travel, consider hosting a workshop in YOUR area
(inviting other Barbershop and Sweet Adeline chapters near you).
This is not a magic bullet...it is a working strategy and a new
philosophy to meet the shifting societal values combined with the
constant needs of all men (and women) for personal satisfaction.
Based on the testimonials of others who have availed themselves of Chuck’s workshop, and their results (you can read it on
his website), I am excited to experience this for myself and my
own (host) chapter, and I invite others in the vicinity to join us.
Let’s turn this membership decline around, chapter by chapter.

Remember, it's YOUR chapter!
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Estes Park, Colo.
Feb. 5-7, 2010
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN HARMONY COLLEGE 2010
By Dr. Tony Pranaitis
Many thanks to Dr. Dan Clark for another superb Music and Performance
school in Estes Park. The gentlemen in OC Times were wonderful coaches and,
of course, exceptional performers. We had a little "pardon our dust" experience
with the new construction at the YMCA, but the District was give FREE use of
the ballroom (which generously compensated for our inconvenience). We can
look forward to enhanced comfort in the future when the construction is completed.
There were about 90 barbershoppers who availed themselves of the excellent coaching and teaching by OC Times and Rich Knight (lead, Gas House
Gang) and the rest of the staff. We would love to see more, but this still made
for a massive Everyman Chorus, and with eight coached quartets, plus a guest
appearance by McPhly, we had an excellent show (that was quite wellattended, indicating good support from the community).
One of the highlights of the
weekend I observed occurred at the
"Beer 'n' Brat Social" for the coached
quartets. After observing Rich
Knight coaching the RMD second
place quartet Fastlane (an amazing
experience) we had a parade of quartets that was scheduled to culminate
with our headliners OC Times. Unfortunately, Sean Devine was feeling ill and went to bed early, and the
quartet was only a trio. I threw out
the idea of anyone wanting to tag in and sing with OC Times to do so, and
Priscilla Shaw from Joyful Noise (a mixed quartet from the Denver MountainAires) seized the opportunity to sing When I Lift Up My Head and Lost In
The Stars with OC Times. She obviously had the time of her life "singing with
the champs," much to everyone's enjoyment.
To all the quartets in the RMD, you really need to make RM-HC a priority
for both the learning and the fun. Shawn Mondragon (lead of The Summit)
gave us this wonderful idea of a "Beer 'n' Brat Social" for the district quartets to
fraternize and sing for each other, and we have added the "Master Class" experience of observing the highest level of coaching occurring at RM-HC which
allows those of us who may never get to that level of performance to see what
happens in a Top Gun coaching session.
To everyone in the RMD, if there is something RM-HC could offer that
would make you want to attend, please let Dr. Dan Clark know of your desires. This event is offered as an opportunity for RMD barbershoppers to enjoy
this art form more by increasing our knowledge and artistry, through a FUN as
well as educational experience.
Please encourage all NEW barbershoppers to take advantage of the New
Member Certificate which provides one free registration fee for either convention (Spring or Fall) or Rocky Mountain Harmony College (must be used within
the first 365 days of Society membership). When you become aware of the
benefits of participation, you'll want to join in at every possible opportunity.
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VP, Chorus Director Development

John Elving

Submitted by John Elving

Is Director Certification for you?
John Hohl, Vice Chairman
Chorus Director Development Committee
I think all of us would agree that our chorus directors are the
lifeblood of our chapters. Good planning by our chapter chorus
directors encourage our members to come back each week to
sing and have a pleasurable musical experience. The same thing
can be said about our guests returning to a chapter after their
initial visit… did they have a good experience and will they come
back and join our chapter?
To help our chorus directors learn how to better plan a rehearsal, and the have the tools to conduct an effective chorus
rehearsal, the Society has developed an extensive training program to improve skills and proficiency. All the courses and training offered can help stimulate and rejuvenate even the best director. Completion of the entire curriculum can lead to formal
recognition by the Society as a Certified Director or Master Director.
“Why should I work to become a certified director” you ask?
Here are some of the benefits:

encourage chorus directors (front-line directors, assistant or
associate directors, and directors-in-waiting) to develop a common and essential set of directorial skills
instill a habit of life-long learning in chorus directors
honor and celebrate directors who undertake the discipline
to pursue a prescribed course of study as continuing education

receive training by the Society’s best teachers
share experiences with your peers
develop a network of directors that have similar programs
find solutions to your program through other directors that
have found potential solutions as a better director, you can make
your chapter a better place to be, which is good for ALL barbershoppers.
Chorus directors are mostly recognized by their success and
effectiveness. However public recognition is always good for the
ego, adds a credential on a director resume, and can instill a
level of pride in accomplishment and deserved recognition.
Those who complete the full course of study to be a Certified
Director or Master Director receive a certificate from the Chorus
Director Development Committee Chairman, a lapel pin, and
recognition in convention contest programs.
You can get started by going to the Society website at http://
www.barbershop.org/director-certification-.html for an overview of
the program, application form, and other helpful information on
the courses offered. The application form should be forwarded to
Music Specialist Mike O’Neill at the Barbershop Harmony Society, 110 7th Avenue North, Nashville, TN 37203. Any questions
about currently certified directors or applicant’s status should be
directed to me at jhohlcddc@aol.com .

Welcome a new Certified Director
in the Rocky Mountain District. Director
of the Grand Junction Chapter’s Bookcliff Chorus, CDWI trainer and highly
regarded RMHC instructor, Raisha
Quinn is the latest director within the
RMD to become certified.
There are others who are working at
getting becoming Certified Directors. At
least one that I know of is just finishing up
the requirements to become certified.
Are you, or is your director working at
becoming a Certified Director? If not, why
not? I know that many of us directors fell
that we may know quite a bit of what we
need to become certified. If that is the
case, why not take the classes available online and get those
out of the way?
There will be some subjects that are covered only at
Directors College. With the exception of making the time,
there really isn’t a good reason not to attend DC. Scholarships are available from both the Society and the Rocky
Mountain District. The Society scholarship is for first year
attendees, or those who haven’t been within the past five
years. It must be filed between March 1 and April 1.
The RMD scholarship is available for those who need
the assistance and who do not qualify for the Society scholarship, or do not receive a Society scholarship. It has been
awarded in the past to music educators, chorus directors,
assistant directors, section leaders and students studying toward a music degree who wish to become directors. If you
need one of those scholarships, please contact me
(information listed with the rest of the district officers). I will
send you an application form to fill submit.
Do you directors or chapters need any other help in
making this Barbershop experience better? Why not consider
attending the “Compellingly Attractive Chapter Meeting”
seminar being held in Denver on May 22? Not only will you
get great information as to how to make your weekly meetings better, you can satisfy one of the class offerings for Directors College. Such a deal!
If anyone needs more information, more help, or want to
find out about the Outstanding In Front (OIF), Chorus Director Workshop Intensive (CDWI), Next Step, or schedule one
of these in your chapter/area, let me know. We’ll be more
than glad to help in any way we can.
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Harmony College Northwest

Time to Make Your Plans
The winter and spring months hold lots of barbershop thrills –
Singing Valentines, Division Conventions, Prelims, and maybe
even an annual show. And then summer -- it could be a lull for
you, or it could be your time for a major rejuvenation! Fix that lull,
by attending HCNW, for a major reboot. Sing, listen, and learn.
Sing in class, sing in the general sessions, sing tags until the wee
hours, sing in a contest.
Our Friday night show will be jam packed with talent – Max Q,
MOJO (top 10 Sweet Adeline quartet), and Fast Track, Evergreen District Champs. Check out this delectable buffet of brain
candy:
John Elving, Bass
Clayton Southwick, Bari

David Sommers, Lead
Jeff Elving, Tenor

Convergence
Rapid City, South Dakota
John Elving
leaderman@earthlink.net

Singing Valentines Surprise
While delivering Singing Valentines, the Convergence
Quartet, part of the Shrine of Democracy Chorus, received a
surprise ourselves. Here's the story.
After delivering a singing valentine to a woman working in a
store in the mall, we had some extra time on our hands. We took
the occasion to walk through the entire mall just to see what else
was going on. Of course, men wearing tuxes and bright sequined
vests walking in a mall isn't your every day sight.
We went into a shoe store to get some new shoe laces for
our lead, and before we knew it we were talking to guys about
coming to join us in the fun of singing every week. (Hand out two
contact cards.)
Stroll down the mall further, and a woman wanted to know
what we were dressed for. Explain, sing a song, and talk to her
sales associate about coming to join us. (Another contact card.)
Stop to talk to the female manager of a store. Her husband
had just retired from practicing medicine and loves to sing. Having several medical personnel in our chapter, it was a great leadin. Yet another contact card and an invitation for her to send him
our way.
Finally, on our way out of the mall, a woman who was shopping was curious about what we were doing. All of a sudden she
pulled out her Flip Video and asked us to sing a song so she
could get it recorded. After we sang she asked if she could interview one of us. No problem! She finally finished up by saying the
recording and interview would be on the news at one of the local
stations.
You just never know what good fortune comes your way
when delivering singing valentines. Several possible guests/new
members, an interview and exposure on a TV station, and untold
good will. What could be better?









a slew of great offerings, in vocal technique, rhythm, understanding the story in the song, and understanding barbershop music and the craft.
Nine separate courses for directors.
Several courses that will help you improve the visual aspect
of your package
Courses that focus on “administration” – taking care of the
important non-singing aspects of what we do.
Training for section leaders.
Coaching for quartets and small choruses.
An opportunity to try your hand at being a coach.

Ron Black – music judge and singing judge, and past director of
the Heart of Texas Chorus – will be our keynote speaker, and
will offer several classes.
Raymond Schwarzkopf will be returning, along with many great
presenters from the northwest.



Opportunity to attend the Harmony Xplosion show Saturday
evening.
 Special competition for all singers on Saturday night.
July 16 – 18, 2010
University of Puget Sound, Tacoma
Registration is already open. Go to Harmonycollege.org. for registration info, and a complete listing of classes. Bring your quar-

tet or chorus for great coaching. Bring your friends, and have the
best weekend you’ll have all summer. We would love to have
our male and female barbershop friends from Rocky Mountain
District come join us. Questions? Contact the Co-Deans for
answers. Carl Van Hoff – carlvanhoff@aol.com, or Judy Galloway -- judy.galloway@gorge.net
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Carl Pennington
Albuquerque

Bernalillo County

Charlie Snyder

Doyle Cline

Jim Gore

Jim Witt

Colorado Springs

Denver Mile High

Durango

Grand Junction

Don Chaikin

David Stannard

David L’Esperance

Ed Wallin

Montrose

Jan Vanderhooft
Salt Lake City

Mark Andromidas

Longmont

Arnold Routson

Mt. Rushmore

Ogallala

Wasatch Front

Harmony University
August 1-8, 2010 - St. Joseph, Missouri
The PREMIER event for barbershop music education
Be sure to visit the Harmony University page
NOW ONLINE! 2010 Course Guide which includes class descriptions, information about Missouri Western State University, schedule information, and faculty information. Just about
everything you need to know about HU 2010 is online now,
such as:








Specific information on each college:
Harmony College
Quartet College
Music Educator Tract
Directors College
Next Generation
Registration Deadlines - March 15th, registration prices
increase

Scholarship information 


Class Selection forms - browse courses that will be available
eXtreme quarteting and much more!
For any additional information regarding Harmony
University, email HarmonyU@barbershop.org
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THANKS FOR SENDING PHOTOS OF YOUR BOTY’S!
Albuquerque
Carl Pennington
Bernalillo County
Arnold Routson
Billings
Brett Foster
Boulder
Don Reimer
Burley

Denver MountainAires
NONE
Durango
Jim Gore
Farmington
NONE
Garfield County
NONE
Grand County

Cache County
Terry Wright
Casper
NONE
Cheyenne
NONE
Colby

Grand Junction
Jim Witt
Idaho Falls
NONE
Longmont
Don Chaikin
Los Alamos
NONE
Loveland
NONE
Montrose
David Stannard
Ogallala
Ed Wallin

CS Metro
NONE
CS Pikes Peak
Charlie Snyder
Denver Mile High
Doyle Cline

Society Nominating Committee Seeking
Society Board Candidates
Do you have the background and interest for
serving on the Society Board, or know someone
who does? The Society Nominating Committee is
looking for candidates to fill the positions of Society Treasurer and Society Board Member AtLarge for 2011.
Danielle Cole

Pocatello

MARCH/APRIL 2010

Phil Ricks

Rexburg, Idaho

Pueblo
Rapid City
David L’Esperance
Rexburg
NONE
Salt Lake City
Jan Vanderhooft
Santa Fe
NONE
Scottsbluff
Dan Lewis
Spearfish
NONE
Sterling
NONE
Utah Valley
Lynn Nielson
Wasatch Front (35)
Mark Andromidas

2009 RMD BOTY
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Rapid City, South Dakota

Voice of Rushmore
Editor: John Elving
leaderman@earthlink.net
www.shrineofdemocracychorus.org

Block out the dates of August 20-22,
2010 on your calendars. That is the weekend for the 2010 edition of Harmony
Happening in the Hills.
This year we are planning on expanding the fare for any who wish to partake.
On Friday we are trying to line up additional quartet coaches for any quartet
who wishes to have a one hour coaching
session. Of course, if times are available,
quartets can sign up for more than one
session. Coaching sessions will be cost
extra to help defray the costs of the
coaches.
Also, on Friday evening we will be
instituting a “Somewhat Serious Quartet
Contest” for all to take part in and enjoy.
A simple meal will be served and then
attendees will form their own quartets
from those already there. One stipulation
is that no one can sing in a quartet with
any of their regular quartet members.
Search out three new guys, practice one
song (your choice), choose a quartet
name, and enter the competition. Medals
will be presented to the winning quartet.
We just received word that our representative from Society Headquarters,
who will also be our clinician, is none
other than Mike O’Neil. Not only is he
one of the Music Educators on staff, but
he is the director of the Nashville Music
City Chorus and bass of a great comedy
quartet, Lunch Break.
Be watching the
Mt. Rushmore chapter’s website
www.shrineofdemocracychorus.org

for all the details and for an online entry
form as soon as available. Whatever you
do, don’t miss out on the fun this year!

Are you ready for the RMD Spring
Convention and our annual show? This
year’s show is different in many ways.
First, it is our 40th anniversary show. That
in itself makes this a very different year.
We are celebrating 40 years as a chartered chapter of the Barbershop Harmony
Society. We are singing music that has
been extremely popular with chapter
members and audience alike over that
span of time.
Also different this year -- we are inviting the entire District to join in the festivities. We are hosting the RMD Spring
Convention which features competition
between quartets to see who will qualify
to represent the district in international
competition in July. That means we will
have the some of the very best quartets
performing live on our show! Not only
that, but that part of the competition/show
is followed by the Show of Champions,
featuring those quartets who qualified for
international in some of there best show
material. Still not enough, you say. How
about adding Gotcha! quartet coming out
of retirement just to perform on the show.
I don’t know about you, but I can hardly
wait.
Are you positively learning all the
music and singing it all the time at a level
that will make the district attendees and
our regular audience proud and happy to
have attended this mega show in Rapid
City? We need to be absolutely on top of
our game with this performance. We have
the talent to be one of the best choruses
in the district. Do we have the desire?
You bet!
This year’s show will be epic. Chapters and districts throughout the Society
are watching to see how successful this
new format is. Let’s show them that we
know how to do a show/convention like
nobody else. All hand on deck as we
make sure that all avenues of service,
sales and singing are covered. Let’s
make this a money-maker for both the Mt.
Rushmore chapter AND the RMD.
Five chapter quartets: Black Hills
Blend, Convergence, High Mileage,
Vintage Reserve, and Heart of the Hills.
Installing Officer Duane Bosveld
chose the perfect theme for the ceremonies, using former Society President
Roger Lewis’s motto Singing is Life—the
Rest is Just Details!

"Mr. Showmanship" named SOD
BOTY: David L’Esperance.
55 stalwart members, their wives and
friends gathered to pay eat, drink and be
merry. The evening started off with entertainment from the five-member quartet,
High Mileage. Then it was Black Hills
Blend’s turn to sing. Finally it was time to
see the video of Crossroads in their “song
of the contest” performance in Anaheim.
Of course, among all the merriment of the
evening there was official business to
attend to. The new officers, most of whom
were old officers being held over for another year of abuse, needed to be officially sworn (at) in. Having all four parts
represented, the newly installed board
members sang a love song to their wives
for all they put up with.
There were also awards to be
handed out to deserving chapter members. Pete Anderson awarded Spark
Plug Awards to Gary Welsh, Doug Andrews and Wayne Anderson. A special
award was presented to John Elving. It
was a spark plug award with four spark
plugs on it so he could keep all four cylinders going. Finally it was time to present
the Barbershopper Of The Year award.
For all of his hard work in week-to-week
duties as chapter secretary, for his serving many times as our MC for our performances, for writing scripts for shows,
and for his producing and directing a very
successful Gospel Show last April, the
BOTY award this year very deservedly
went to David L’Esperance.
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After singing as a chorus for the
wives and other guests, and joined by
Duane Bosveld rounding out the bass
section, all were able to see the video of
the Ambassadors of Harmony’s amazing Anaheim performance on the small
big screen. All in all a good time was had
by all.

Rapid City’s greatest MC
now editing Heavenly Paper
That headline may not seem right, but
for Jack Cannon it is most fitting. Not
only was he one of the very best Masters
of Ceremony for any type of event, he
was also one of the very best newspaper
editors around.
Although I wasn’t around to get to
know Jack very well, I did have the pleasure of sitting with he and Ruth at a special
dinner held in one of Rapid City’s finest
eating establishments—the 4H building at
the fairgrounds. Somehow they didn’t
seem to fit in with the decor. They were,
however, great dinner companions.
In talking with Jim Olson at Jack’s
wake, I discovered that Jack was a master at getting confirmation for what he
already knew. He called Jim one day with
a legal matter. “Jimmy boy,” he said, (he
always called him Jimmy), “I want to get a
legal opinion on a matter.” Jim knew that
Jack already knew the answer, but just
wanted to hear from the legal mind that
he was correct in his assessment.
Jack will not only be missed singing
his part in the chorus, but also in the
church choir. He will, however, be welcome to sing his part in that heavenly
choir, and in the heavenly barbershop
chorus with many other greats.
“May the road rise to meet you…”
Wayne Anderson, President: Installation banquet at Minerva’s had a great
turnout; thanks to Duane Bosveld from
Denver representing the district as installing official. He also got a lot accomplished in his role as Events Chairman for
the district while checking out the planning for our spring show and district convention coming up in April. While the installation itself is always a lot of fun,
Duane pointed out that being on the
chapter board is like being part of a book
with many chapters, each of them important by itself and also important to support
all the others.
We had the chance to say goodbye to
an old friend last weekend as well. Good
friend and long-time barbershopper, Jack
Cannon, passed away and was immediately accepted into the gold medal chorus
in heaven. We sang four songs at his
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wake Sunday night, and I made the mistake of looking at Jack’s wife of over sixty
years, Ruth, during the singing of the Irish
Blessing, and it was all I could do to finish
the song. It was a very emotional evening
for me and most of the rest of the chorus.
We were pleased to see several past
barbershoppers present to honor Jack,
and a few of them even joined us to sing.
You will be missed by many, many people, my friend.
SOD will deliver those special valentines, along with a rose and a picture to
remember the occasion by. The committee of Del Beck, Jim Gogolin, Pete
Stach, Pete Anderson, and Jason Dannenbring, under the sharp eye of chairman Chuck Knowlton will be enlisting
help in making sure that deliveries are
made without a glitch. Not only will quartets be needed for delivering the special
package, but drivers, phone contact people, rose and card preparers will be
needed for all three days.
Board of directors meeting was called
to order by President Wayne Anderson
January 19th. The minutes of the December 2009 meeting were approved. Treasurer Jim Gogolin reports the chapter to
be in good shape financially, even after
the issuance of the check for registration
and room and board for 16 members to
Rocky Mountain Harmony College 2010
in Estes Park.
Membership VP Bob Melvin has
been very encouraged with the number of
guests, seven, in the first two weeks of
2010. One guest has already submitted a
membership application, Pete Wouden,
son of Pieter. Much more to come from
Bob Melvin’s plan to achieve 50 men on
the risers by 2011. Music and Performance VP John Elving announced he and
Director Clayton Southwick will plan on
voice placement evaluations for guests
early on in their visits. Four numbers have
been selected by the Music Committee
for the Spring Show/Convention plus the
probability of one or two more; the team
will be evaluating music and interpretation
for the songs selected.
President Wayne Anderson noted at
least three men are eligible for free “new
member” registration at RMHC, if they
wish to attend. Music VP John Elving
has the certificates available. IPP Pete
Anderson announced plans are well in
hand for the January 23 Installation of
Officers and Awards Banquet at Minerva’s Restaurant. Music VP John Elving noted that Duane Bosveld, RMD
Director of Events, will be in town to
evaluate the venues for the Spring Convention and will be the installing officer at
the banquet. Widows of deceased chap-
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ter members will be invited as guests;
Lee Pfeiffer, Shirley Whitney, Ginny Nahrgang and Kathy Evans were mentioned.
Our chapter’s 40th anniversary show
will open, probably beginning at 6:30 p.m.
Duane Bosveld has planned to have a
Festival Chorus perform three songs,
followed by the first three competing
quartets. After a short intermission, the
final five quartets will compete. Another
brief intermission will allow the judges to
do their evaluations, followed by presentation of the results. A Show of Champions, with quartets which qualify for International performing. Finally, GOTCHA!
will perform a special reunion show. The
afterglow will kick off at the Dahl Fine Arts
Center shortly afterward. There will be
many tasks for chapter members, both for
our portion of the show and for the convention. Our sisters in harmony A Cappella Showcase have volunteered to
help out wherever needed.
President Wayne and Jim Olson are
seeking a volunteer to be our chapter
connection for Harmony Foundation.
Wayne handed out information for the
“Compellingly Attractive Chapter Meeting”
workshop in May in Denver, and requested all Board members to read and
to check out the web site,
www.21stn7th.com.
Secretary David L’Esperance reminded the board that A Cappella Showcase has a fund-raiser scheduled for Saturday afternoon Jan. 23 at Meadowood
Lanes, to raise money for their trip to
Washington D.C.
____________________________

Update the Society website
with new chapter officers
Right now…upload your 2010 chapter officers onto the Society website.
This is urgent for continued communication.

Remember to renew
your dues online
As discussed in a previous issue,
online renewal of membership dues is
most efficient for you, the member,
and for your Society headquarters
office. SOMEONE in your chapter
(Secretary?) needs to know how to do
this and make himself available to
any member who needs assistance. If
your chapter needs training, contact
any District officer.

RMD
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Durango, Colorado

On Tracks e-bulletin
Carroll "Pete" Peterson
cmpete@frontier.net

Welcome to our four new chapter members: Bob Fleming
and Jeff Weaver, leads, Phil Kindgren, baritone, and Dave
Crom, bass. Thanks to those who recruited these new members.
Way to go! Several singers whose membership had lapsed have
renewed recently; good to have you back!
Our newest quartet
They call themselves The Mixed Nuts, and as the title might
suggest, not only are they nutty, but they are a mixed harmony
quartet. They made their debut delivering singing valentines.
Who are they? If you were at chapter meeting last week, you
heard them and saw them, but in case you weren't there, they are
Dave Crom on bass, Matt Kramer on baritone, Jay Alsup on
lead, and Barbara Bell on tenor. Many of you know Barbara as
a member of A Woman's Prerogative. I think it's great to have a
third chapter quartet working.

Durango chapter's BOTY is Jim Gore, the chapter's oldest
member (92, I think, and he is there every week and learns
his music). He's a role model for all of us. In the photo,
Jim's wife, Dorothy, is beside him, and he holds the BOTY
award in his lap and a congratulations card in his hand. The
award was given at a chapter Christmas party after our
main Christmas show in downtown Durango.

2010 Board of Directors
President Ed Simons
Immediate Past President True Kirk
Membership VP Pete Peterson
Music VP Amy Barrett
Marketing VP Danny McManus
Secretary Bill Volz
Treasurer Grover Barker
At-Large Joe Macaluso and Billy Hendricks
City of Durango Arts Grant received
The Durango Barbershoppers received a grant from the
City of Durango for 2010 in the amount of $500. That's down
from a 2009 grant of $800, but not bad, considering that the city
warned us that their grant funds were cut nearly 50%. Unfortunately we did not receive a grant for 2010 from the Durango
Friends of the Arts. They explained that they decided to spend
their limited funds on programs for children. We much appreciate their generous support in past years, and we hope to keep in
touch with them and re-apply for 2011. We are also going to
apply for a “Colorado Creates” grant.
Successful 2010 Singing Valentines
At this writing the Singing Valentines for 2010 are nearly
all delivered. Maxine Peterson, our program administrator and
quartet dispatcher does not have a complete report, but things
went better that any of us expected. It looks like we had 53 valentine deliveries, which compares favorably with the 47 we had
in 2009, this in spite of the weak economy and the inconvenience of Valentine’s Day coming on Sunday.

Maxine was pleased that there were three quartets available;
scheduling was so much easier. The quartets reported that they
had the usual good experiences, lots of smiles and tears, lots of
applause and cheers and kind words. Thanks to everyone who
took part-quartets for singing, barbershoppers for distributing
flyers and cards, chapter officers for their help, Danny
McManus for arranging publicity. We experienced unusually
good cooperation from the Durango Herald, which printed our
publicity announcement three times. Word of mouth and sales
by barbershoppers continue to be our best marketing tools.
Good news about Jodell Johnson
Most of you saw the email message from Jim and Dorothy
Gore, reporting that Jodell Johnson is much improved. That's
great news for her family and for all of us.
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RMD 35 Chapter Directory
S-022 Albuquerque, NM New MexiChords 505-242-4451 singers@newmexichords.com
S-020 Bernalillo County, NM Duke City Chorus 505-281-5187 wfchambers@direcway.com
S-033 Billings, MT Big Sky Chorus 406-254-6781 bfblgs@hotmail.com
S-001 Boulder, CO Timberliners 303-499-0788 mabijones@earthlink.net
S-016 Burley, ID Snake River Flats 208-436-6047 jimrodg@pmt.org
S-083 Cache Valley, UT Bridgerland Quartetters 435-245-5870 andrus359@msn.com
S-079 Casper, WY Oil City Slickers 307-472-4722 stvlu@bresnan.net
S-084 Cedar City, UT Iron County Minors 435-586-4993 jimchris@skyviewmail.com
S-078 Cheyenne, WY Wyomingaires Chorus 307 637-0600 wyomingaires@steigerfamily.com
S-009 Colby, KS Tumbleweed Chorus 620-397-2480 big-o@st-tel.net
S-091 CS Metro, CO Peak Experience 719-528-8702 woody@peakexperiencechorus.org
S-002 Pikes Peak, CO America The Beautiful Chorus 719-272-4390 howie2u@msn.com
S-028 Denver, CO Denver MountainAires 303-420-5552 gmseebart@comcast.net
S-003 Denver, CO Sound of The Rockies 303-987-2116
S-024 Durango, CO Narrow Gauge Chorus 970-259-0313 cmpete@frontier.net

newmexichords.com
dukecitychorus.com
harmonize.com/timberliners

harmonize.com/wyomingaires
peakexperiencechorus.org
atbchorus.com
mountainaires.com
soundoftherockies.com
durangobarbershoppers.com

S-082 Garfield County, CO Mountain Sounds 970-285-9526 larryt@sopris.net
S-089 Grand County, CO Grand Chorale shawrw@rkymtnhi.com
S-014 Grand Junction, CO Bookcliff Chorus 970-242-8643 harmony@bookcliffchorus.net
S-004 Longmont, CO Longs Peak Chorus 303-922-3804 behnetn@Louisville.Stortek.com
S-017 Los Alamos Area, NM Lads of Enchantment 505-662-7985 dwb@lanl.gov

grandchorale.org
bookcliffchorus.net
harmonize.com/Longmont

S-006 Loveland, CO Valentine City Chorus 970-229-0947 PA1936@aol.com
valentinecitychorus.com
S-037 Montrose, CO Black Canyon Chorus 970-240-1801 williesut@aol.com
blackcanyonchorus.org
S-007 Spearfish, SD Northern Black Hills 605-642-5196 djunek@mato.com
S-090 Ogallala, NE Cowboy Capital Chorus 308-284-8358 mdwarf@charter.net webmaster Dan Kafka,
harmonize.com/ccc
S-008 Pocatello, ID Idaho Gateway Chorus 208-237-2623 DRommel685@aol.com
idahogatewaychorus.com
S-076 Pueblo, CO Sunsational Chorus 719-250-5993 RR52@comcast.net
S-018 Rapid City, SD Shrine of Democracy 605-348-2683 JimGogolin@aol.com
S-015 Rexburg, ID Carousel Chorus 208-520-1499 rob_doo@msn.com
S-035 Salt Lake City, UT Beehive Statesmen 801-694-4068 miner7th@comcast.net
S-005 San Juan County, NM Four Corners Harmony 505-326-4306 cncspencer@gobrainstorm.com

shrineofdemocracychorus.org

S-010 Santa Fe, NM Harmonizers 505-983-1981 charlesbarbee@msn.com
S-043 Scottsbluff, NE Sugar Valley Singers 308-635-3250 rwswank@hotmail.com
S-030 Sterling, CO Centennial State 970-522-2015 goodapple56@hotmail.com
S-068 Utah Valley, UT Skyline Chorus 801-225-8108 gene.evey@juno.com
S-081 Wasatch Front, UT Saltaires Show Chorus 801-451-8434 skiwit@hotmail.com

beehivestatesmen.org

sugarvalleysingers.com
uvskyline.org
saltaires.org

You can now download the new 2009 District Directory from www.RMDsing.org

2004 Gold medal quartet Gotcha! (including Chris Vaughn
from our own RMD) will have a reunion concert at the RMD
Spring Convention, where you’ll also see the top quartets from
the RMD seeking to qualify for International. We’ll be in
Rapid City, SD April 23 and 24. This will be a unique event as
the Prelim finals and the Show of Champions will be woven
into the spring show of the Shrine of Democracy Chorus (our
convention hosts). It will be a large and energized audience
enjoying the best quartets in the RMD and one of the best in
Barbershop history. You won’t want to miss this one, either.
Tony Pranaitis

Contact Lauren Rants
801 572 1086
laurenrants@gmail.com
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Albuquerque, New Mexico

THE SERENADER
Editor Becky Whalen
beckywhalen@comcast.net
Installation Banquet, January 16, 2010
Congratulations to
Carl Pennington for
being named Barbershopper of the Year
for 2009. This coveted
award is given annually
to the man who contributed the most to the
Chapter over the past year, and it is easy
to understand why Carl is deserving. He
has organized and run the retreats for
several years, and with the help of his
wife, Carmen, the installation banquets
he coordinates are always delightful. He
is also the lead chapter music librarian.
According to our esteemed Director, who
was also last year’s BOTY recipient, “Carl
always steps up when asked and he always has the most positive attitude.”
The New Mexi Chords held their annual Installation Banquet at the Rio
Grande Hotel. Friends and family enjoyed
time of fellowship together and a buffet
dinner, followed by the greatly anticipated
awards and the installation of officers.
Society President Bill Biffle was on
hand to charge the new Board, and he
reminded each of us that “It was harmony
that first brought us together. It was the
sound of our voices, raised in song, that
first attracted us to this wonderful hobby.
For many of us, it was the ringing of a
barbershop chord sung in a quartet — the
essence of what we do — that cemented
our commitment to the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We joined the music for the harmony.
And it was harmony in the larger sense —
the positive feelings we developed for
each other as we sang together, the camaraderie built by working together to
achieve a shared goal, the fraternity
we’ve built here together week after
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week, performance after performance —
that keeps us coming back.”
2010 MOST IMPROVED SINGER
Ned Keltner
MR. PERFORMER
J.C. Preston
ROOKIE OF THE YEAR
John Taylor
MR. NEW MEXICHORD
Jamie Arrington
MR. VOLUNTEER—
Carl Pennington
BARBERSHOPPER OF THE YEAR
Carl Pennington
PRESIDENT’S AWARD
Bud Wildin
JC & Judy Preston
Gil Whalen - photographers

QUARTET OF THE YEAR
First Light
President Phil Middleton: This is the time
of year when you look
over your shoulder to
survey where you've
been, then look ahead to
figure out where you
want to go next year.
Anyway you look at it,
NEW MEMBER
’09 was a success. Jerry Quintana
Membership grew at
better than a 10% clip, all the shows were
dynamite, we got more active in local
sing-outs, laid down some great tracks for
the next album and contest was a big
success regardless of what the judges
said. The folks who brought this off were
the ’09 Board.
Most notably, Freddy Mac made big
improvements in getting everyone involved in making guests feel a part of the
chorus, and Mike Taylor got more folks
involved in the shows. Oz Wehlander is
getting everyone stirred up with our
weekly program and Tom has the music
program clicking on all cylinders.

Doug and Jamie Arrington have the
rehearsal schedule just humming along
(so to speak). They were ably assisted by
the rest of the Board members.
Notice a trend here? Everyone getting
involved! Funny how that works; the more
people are involved, the more energy is
developed. If you have any ideas how we
can continue this trend, I'm all ears. Personally, I think the source of this newfound energy is our new membership.
That talent transplant you were looking
for, I think it’s here. 2010 looks to be a
very good year for the New Mexi
Chords. All the building blocks are in
place to continue this momentum and I
want to thank everyone for the part you've
played.
2010 MID-WINTER CONVENTION
The highest attendance ever at a Midwinter Convention was just one of the
exciting things to happen in Tampa last
week. The traditional competition of Senior Quartets was better than ever, and the
men earned rousing applause at the end
of their sets. However, the venue had
even fewer empty seats when it was time
for the Youth Festival competition. The
audience was on their feet several times
as tribute to the caliber of performances
by our younger barbershoppers.
Albuquerque’s youth chorus The 505
received a well-deserved standing ovation after their performance of Somebody
to Love. And in our own district, hailing
from Denver and Longmont, Colorado,
52eighty earned (and I mean EARNED!)
status as GRAND CHAMPIONS!
Congratulations to both choruses
Seen around the venue were many
familiar faces—Midwinter reminds me of
college homecomings, because we see
lots of the same faces once a year, but
friendships continue to blossom because
of the kindred spirit we share for our love
of barbershopping.

NMC 2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS WITH SOCIETY PRESIDENT BILL BIFFLE

RMD

VOCAL EXPRESSIONS

From the ranks of the NMC, Richard
Grady, Mike Taylor and Oz and Marlene
Wehlander attended, along with Gil and
Becky Whalen (who were lucky enough
to be hosted by Dick & Lola Lambert).
Of course, our own Bill Biffle and his
lovely wife Lillian were in attendance in
his capacity as President of the Barbershop Harmony Society. Start making your
plans now to attend Midwinter in Las Vegas in 2011. You’ll be glad you did!

From the EDITOR
It has been a
privilege and pleasure
to serve as your editor
for the past two years
or so. I am truly grateful to the editors of
other bulletins who
have been so gracious
in helping me along
the way. Once again,
Steve Jackson has
been a standout with
his able assistance and guidance, as has
John Elving. My deepest appreciation to
both of these gentlemen! Also, thanks to
the men of The New MexiChords for
their kind comments of appreciation. This
publication will be in good hands with our
new editor, Arnold Cohen, and I owe him
such a debt of gratitude for taking on this
responsibility. Of course, I’ll continue to
be in the wings and one of the faithful
cheerleaders of the NMC as they continue their journey to excellence!

Becky Whalen
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Ogallala BOTY
Ed Wallin Receives Awards
Ogallala barbershopper active in community
Written by director Susan Kelton
Sometimes we have things happening with one of our Chorus
members, which no one seems to know about. This is exactly
what happened this past year with Ed Wallin ( Baritone).
Way to Go, Edward L. Wallin. The Cowboy Capital Chorus of Ogallala, NE would like
to congratulate you for receiving "All State Commander" and "All Americas Commander" for the year of 2008-2009, Post 1504. You have been one busy man.
1st Monday - VFW Meeting
2nd Monday - Cooties
Wednesdays - VFW Bingo
1st Thursday - Gun Club
Tuesdays - CCC Chorus practice in
Ogallala
Ed would not have received these
awards without a lot of help from the
members of the Post and various
other people.
Ed joined the US Navy reserve in March of 1965. He went active in July of 1965, took
Boot Camp in San Diego, CA, and served in TACRON 13. He joined the squadron in
December, 1965 on board the USS Eldorado, AGC-11, in the war zone in Dec - Jan.
Returned to state-side in January, 1966. His rate in the squadron was YEOMAN
( Ships Clerk) and made E-4 (Third Class Petty Officer) in October, 1966. He went
back overseas in December, 1966 and served with a detachment from TACRON 13
aboard the USS Iwo Jima, LPH3, 3 months, was aboard the USS Okinawa, LPH2, 2
months and he was aboard the USS Tarawa, LPH9 for 1 month. He also spent two
weeks in Hong Kong, GREAT PLACE.
It is indeed great to have members like this to sing with the Cowboy Capital Chorus.
Seen on chapter website; many thanks to new webmaster Dan Kafka

WELCOME NEW EDITOR
Arnold Cohen is the new editor of
The Serenader. He assumes the responsibility of publishing the newsletter of the
New MexiChords with the next issue.
Although he is a relative new member of
the Chorus, he has experience as a bulletin editor (North Queens chapter) which
will be helpful as he undertakes this endeavor. Please send him suggestions for
articles or pictures of events. Remember,
this is YOUR newsletter, and he wants to
hear from you!
ARNOLD COHEN
1508 Escalante SW
Albuquerque, NM 87104
h-505.243.9105
c-203.253.2535
sacohen007@earthlink.net
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ing. The chapter currently has 65 members. in good standing. The calendar includes:

Longmont, Colorado

high notes
Gil Norris, editor, gh@infionline.net
High Notes editor Gil
Norris says, “Thank you,
contributors.” We went all
electronic back in 2005.
That made Harry Hoffman’s job a lot easier and
saved him the copying, stamping, post
office side of getting the news out. We
published monthly and filled 1,204 column-inches with entertaining stories and
photos in those twelve issues. That’s 100
column-feet, a third of a football field!
Writers for 2009 included Duane
Bosveld, Donna Bustamante, Gary
Bracken, Jim Cole, Jerry Donnelly,
Bruce Grauberger, JR Homan, Jim Hopper, Larry Jones, Dick Kitchener, Gene
Melick, Len Metallo, Bill and Kay
Sachs, Jim Schoemer, Dale Tinkle, Dave
Waddell, Bill Westley, Bud Yost and
Steve Zimmermann.
Bass Len Metallo
has some serious infections in one of his knees
and required surgery to
flush it out. “He is in
good spirits,” said his
wife Pat. “We hope and
pray that this will finally
take care of the problem and he will be
on the way to a full recovery.”

February 12-14 Singing Valentines
Rich Krahl, Coordinator
February 19 Sweetheart Dinner
March 1 Guest Night
March 29
Invite Boulder chapter to chapter
April 23-24
Rapid City, SD Convention

Dave Waddell, T, Doug Norman, L,
James Curts, Bs, Jim Cole, Br

April 25 LPC Concert -Brighton, Colo.
May 8
LPC Spring Show
Vance Brand Auditorium

places 23rd in Seniors Contest

Headliner quartet for the show is
Boiling Point. The chapter will not participate in the Bonfils blood drive in
2010. After discussion it was decided that
the chapter would not participate in the
Nederland Community Center performance. Individual chapter members will be
asked to contribute to help offset expenses of 52eighty competing in Tampa
at the Midwinter convention. Bob
Grigsby volunteered as Sunshine Chairman for 2010.

No Vacancy sings out
by JR Homan

No Vacancy sang for a wedding reception at the Stanley Hotel in Estes Park
on January 30th. They also entertained
the residents of Aspen Meadows at an
evening performance on February 2nd.

“Four Keeps”
Longmont’s Four Keeps, with just a
few more gray hairs among them,
sang their way to 23rd position in
a remarkably tough competitive
battle. It was their first time on
the International senior stage.

Congratulations, guys!
FOUND ON THE LONGMONT WEBSITE

Nice three page piece 60 YEARS OF
HARMONY written by Kristi Ritter, in
the Winter 2008 Times-Call Longmont
magazine, Tribune section, on the
chapter, and features Bob Grigsby,
Dave Waddell, Gene Melick, director
Chris Vaughn and assistant director
Jim Cole, as well as the hard-working
Longs Peak chorus.
Some photos by Steve Zimmerman

Because of his inability to get around,
Len felt it was necessary to relinquish the
Longmont spring show chairmanship.
Larry Jones is taking over and JR Homan
will be assistant chairman. Hope to see
you back on your feet soon, Len.
Secretary Merle Moore’s Board
meeting minutes includes: The annual
planning meeting took place on January
9, 2010 and called to order by President
Gerry Swank. Bob Reed gave the year
end treasurer’s report. Jim Schoemer
and Bob Plass volunteered to assist Reed
with the 2009 budget audit. The updated
2010 budget draft will be considered and
voted upon at the February board meet-

Jim Cole, the Longs Peak Chorus assistant director, warms up the group before practice at
St. Stephens Episcopal Church in Longmont
(Paul Litman/Times
Litman/Times--Call)
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Welcome to the 505 Chorus
YOUNG MEN’S A CAPPELLA CHORUS

Representing the RMD at
the Midwinter Convention
in Tampa, Florida

Play the Philly Game with us!

The 505 Chorus 4th in Tampa at the
BHS Youth Harmony International Festival
Somebody to Love is the highest scoring individual song of the competition!
Under the direction of Ivan Miller and Michael Stokes, the 505 Chorus is a new and
exciting vocal group composed of young male singers from the greater Albuquerque
metropolitan area. Inspired by the current youth resurgence in the Barbershop Harmony Society, the young men of the 505 Chorus are dedicated to providing each audience with a musical experience that transcends the ordinary and propels them to the
extraordinary!

KEEP THE

WHOLE WORLD

SINGING

How would you like a $50 gift certificate to the Harmony Marketplace? Or a
chance at winning two FREE front row
seats for the 2010 Philly International
Convention? Play our game! The contest
will begin on Tuesday, February 16.
Here is how the game is played (all
times are based on the Central Standard
Time Zone):
1. Each Monday by NOON (CST) we
will update the chart above on the website.
2. Guess what the new registration
total will be each week by sending an
email to phillygame@barbershop.org by
8am (CST) on each Monday between
now and June 21, 2010. You may guess
each week but make no more than one
guess per week. Include your name and
member/associate ID number in the email
with your guess.
3. Each Monday by NOON we will
update the chart on the website and announce the ten people who guess closest
to the actual number.
4. Those 10 people will be entered
into a drawing (to be held the week before
the Philly Convention).
5. If you guess the exact number for
the week you'll receive a $50 Gift Certificate to Harmony Marketplace.
6. The grand prize winner of the drawing (to be held on June 21, 2010) will receive two front row seats for the Philly
Convention.
*Must be registered for the Philly Convention by NOON on June 21, 2010 to win.
To play the game, visit the 2010 Philly
Convention page. Thanks for playing!

DIRECTED BY CHRIS VAUGHN AND MATT SWANN

RMD

VOCAL EXPRESSIONS

PAGE 28

Webmaster Ray Palser
<raypalser@yahoo.com
posted a plethora of photos
depicting the hard working
quartets and VLQ
of the Sugar Valley Singers
of Scottsbluff, Nebraska
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2009 RMD champs Boiling Point on Longmont show
By Michael Troyer
Boiling Point first met in March 2009 with no idea what sound might be produced. I say this because Dan had never sung a lead note ever in his entire barbershop life. To add to this, I (Michael)
had never sung a baritone note ever in my entire barbershop life. With not one, but two people
changing parts, we didn’t know what kind of sound we would produce. However, after only a couple
times of singing together we quickly began to see how smart all four of us were as musicians and
decided to make a go of it. Also, and probably most important, we found that we had a blast when
we got together! This is very rare!
Dave Ellis (tenor) is a well known name that everyone in
the Rocky Mountain District knows. Being a tenor in four
district champion quartets speaks for itself — Quincy Avenue,1988; Crazy Rhythm,1999; Storm Front, 2002,
which went on to place as high as third on the International
stage in 2007; and now Boiling Point, 2009. In Cheyenne, Dave competed with the Longs Peak Chorus
(Longmont, Colo.), where they placed second. Dave is
also married to the well known visual coach, Cindy Hansen Ellis. We are very fortunate to have her in our corner
and she is definitely the fifth member of the quartet.
Prior to Boiling Point, Dan Testa (lead) leapt into the barbershop world in May 2005, singing tenor for the 2005
RMD champs, Ignition! Until November 2008. Dan has
been on the international stage numerous times and plans
to get back next year in Philly! Dan takes on uncharted
waters by switching to lead, but I think you will agree, has
already made his mark as a lead! Before Dan started his
barbershop career, he starred in various productions in the
musical theatre genre throughout the United States. Hmm,
Very impressive!
Chris Richards (bass) is also a name that is well known
throughout the Rocky Mountain District as well as across
the Society. Chris is a certified singing judge and is respected as one of the top judges throughout the Society.
Chris’ first RMD championship was with Saturday Evening Post in 1998 placing as high as12th on the international stage. Chris followed that up by singing bass with
MOJO, 2006 RMD champs.

DAVE

DAN

CHRIS

MICHAEL

I, Michael Troyer (baritone), have absolutely no experience singing bari! What was I thinking! I’m finding out fast
that this “odd” part is actually fun to sing. Before Boiling
Point, I sang lead for variously known quartets from the
Central States District before moving to Castle Rock,
Colo. in 2007. I sang lead with Quadio (2006 CSD
champs) as well as 3 Men & A Melody in my college
years at Northwest Missouri State University where we
placed second on the collegiate international stage. Lastly,
to give you a little bit of trivia, my very first quartet, 4-Ever
Pals, was with my best friend in high school, Wes Yoder
(the son of Calvin Yoder — lead of Rural Route 4). What
a way to get started singing barbershop!

With all that said about the past, now we can look to the future! Boiling Point” is looking forward to
representing the Rocky Mountain District as your current district champs and will wear our RMD
championship pins proudly! We feel fortunate that we have a chemistry that not all quartets experience. Be on the lookout for Boiling Point April 22-25th in Rapid City, South Dakota. We plan to
generate a lot of steam!
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RMD History

The Building of A District Champion
By Tony Sparks and Steve Jackson

Bank Street photos courtesy of Tony Sparks
THE REST OF THE STORY

The two “left behind” guys
from that quartet, Bill Biffle,
baritone, and tenor David
Van Pelt, joined with two
other guys, lead Mike Robards (now deceased) and
bass Jerry Jacobs (now
deceased) to form Reunion
Square; they became RMD
champions in 1985.
Thanks to Bill Biffle for
completing our story.

In the early eighties, there were two young quartets in
the Rocky Mountain District that enjoyed a friendly rivalry.
At District events, they would party together and bust
chords until the wee hours of the morning. After their respective groups competed separately in the International
Contest at St. Louis in 1984, Tony Sparks, tenor, and
Toby Balsley, baritone (from The Partnership), joined
forces with Dick Giese, lead, and Farris Collins, bass
(from The Duke City Quartet), to form Bank Street. From
the beginning, they were a serious quartet with high aspirations. After only six weeks together, they won the RMD
championship, and went on to qualify for International the
following Spring and every year thereafter. The quartet
earned six medals during their career, capturing their highest SILVER (second place) in 1989 at Kansas City.
Bank Street's smooth and mellow sound started with
Dick’s fluid lead and Farris’ velvet-lined bass. Tony added
the sparkle while Toby filled in those oh-so-important baritone notes that were the mortar for the quartet's distinctive
sound. They became popular headliners and enjoyed a busy
show schedule for the better part of two decades, producing
two albums along the way.
After nearly ten years of performing and competing
with the group, Dick accepted a promotion that relocated
him to Massachusetts (where he still lives today). At that
time, the remaining members re-grouped and brought in
Tom Mullen as tenor, moving Tony to baritone and Toby
to lead (pictured below). This combination had another
successful run, both with shows and competition, that continued until the quartet's retirement in 2001. Tony, Tom and
Farris still reside in Albuquerque, where Farris is the director of the Duke City Sound (Bernalillo County). Toby
now lives in Boston, only an hour away from Dick! Both
Tony and Toby are in the Music Category of the Society's
Contest & Judging program.

THE PARTNERSHIP
Boulder, Colorado
Tenor Tony Sparks
Lead Scott Watne
Bass Duane Bosveld
Bari Toby Balsley

BANK STREET
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Lead Dick Giese
Tenor Tony Sparks
Bass Farris Collins
Bari Toby Balsley

1984 RMD Quartet
Champions

REUNION STREET
Albuquerque, New Mexico

DUKE CITY QUARTET

Mike Robards, L,
Bill Biffle, Br
Jerry Jacobs, Bs,
David Van Pelt, T

Albuquerque, New Mexico

1985 RMD Quartet
Champions

David Van Pelt, T Dick Giese, L
Bill Biffle, Br, Farris Collins, Bs

TOBY

TOM

TONY

FARRIS

1983 RMD Quartet
Champions
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Denver, Colorado
Denver MountainAires

Chapter News

Tony Pranaitis, reporter
tonychiro@juno.com
The Denver MountainAires will
present their first spring show under
the direction of college (Colo. School
of Mines, Golden) music professor,
Dr. Bob Klimek.
Some of Bob's college choir students
sing in the chorus,
and a (yet unnamed) college quartet will sing on the
show. Girls from
Bob's college choir also sing with
High Country Sweet Adelines. This
year the chapter will celebrate 35
years, having chartered Sept. 24,
1975 (when we were still in the Central States District)
In addition to our college quartet,
the Denver MountainAires have a
new quartet called Rocky Mountain
Magic with long-time member Dick
Cable (bass), and recent members
Ralph Fennell (bari), Nelson
McNulty (lead), and Jim Darling
(tenor).
On May 15 the Denver MountainAires and Denver Mile High chapters will participate in Singing For
Life by singing at a HUGE blood
drive hosted at St. Thomas More Parish in Centennial, where over 100
donors will visit the bloodmobiles in a
four hour period.
On May 22 the chapter will host
Chuck Green and his "Compellingly
Attractive Chapter Meeting" workshop, from 9:00 to 4:30 pm. Other
area chapters are already signed on
to attend, and there is room for about
20 more. Contact Tony Pranaitis at
TonyChiro@juno.com to reserve
space for YOUR chapter leaders.
New members over the last six
months include Bob Klimek, lead/
director, Nelson McNulty, lead,
Ralph Fennel, bari, Zach Mentzer,
tenor, Noe Cisneros, tenor, Duke
Deegan, lead, David Purcell, lead,
Rich Phillips, lead, Donald Wil-

liams, bass, Doug Kulesa, lead, and
Keith Peterson, bass.
Five new "Youth" members came
in from the Colorado School of Mines:
new quartet, the Harmonic Miners:
Stephan Cuttler, tenor, Kevin
Fiorini, bass, Kris MacLennan, bari,
Kurt Romberg, lead, and Peter Gertonson. They will make their debut
on the chapter show. With the influx
of younger singers and a new director, the chapter has seen a revitalization in spirit and direction. Unofficial
membership is around 60.
The UltraSoniX lost tenor David
Zoetewey when he moved east last
summer, so they asked new tenor
Noe Cisneros to step in. They visited
member Steve Jackson in late November at the Autumn Heights health
care facility while he was recovering
to sing several tunes. They even
caught Steve trying to fit the tenor in
on Coney Island Baby.
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Mixed quartet Joyful Noise made
the trip to Estes Park where they
soaked up the coaching experience.
Lead Priscilla Shaw even sang with
guest quartet OC Times when OC
lead Sean Devine hit the sack early.
Tenor Bunny Klinger joined forces
with husband Al (who sings bass) and
Tony Pranaitis, baritone.

The chapter was active over the
Valentine Day weekend delivering
Singing Valentines. Chairman Jack
Cozzens reported that they sold 20
orders.
52eighty has been invited to sing
on their chapter show March 20th at
Wheat Ridge High School. Headliners
are McPhly; other talent features the
Wheat Ridge High Singers and the
second place boys quartet (Chatfield)
in the Feb. 15th High School Quartet
Contest. The show is a “Salute To
America” travelogue — from sea to
shining sea!
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Our Director Mary Ann Rathburn
Mary Ann Rathburn was born and raised in Cedaredge, Colorado. Her mother and father were both blessed
with a great love and talent for music, a trait passed on to
all six children. MaryAnn has been a soloist and pianist in
the Montrose and Cedaredge communities for most of her
life, starring in numerous Magic Circle Theater productions and directing various church choirs.
She directed the Cedaredge High School Concert and
Show Choirs for five years and is currently teaching private voice and piano lessons in Cedaredge. She enjoys singing with her
husband, Marty, both singing in a soft-rock group "Halfway Decent.”
MaryAnn has always loved barbershop music and is looking forward to a
GREAT working relationship with the GREAT guys in the Black Canyon
Barbershop Chorus.
sing to three generations from the same
family!

Montrose, Colorado

Canyon Chords
Editor Bill Sutton, williesut@aol.com
barbershopsingingmontrose.yolasite.com

New Quartet “Highlanders”
present singing Valentines
Just call us the crazy mixed or mixed
up quartet. Seriously, it was fun to sing
with three barber shoppers and our neat
director, MarryAnn Rathburn. As you
probably all know, we had our difficulties putting together quartets this year for
a variety of reasons. No matter, MaryAnn
and Dan Bear came to the rescue along
with Don Barnett.
This was truly last minute action, but
thanks to a good practice session and
focus we pulled it off. On Friday the
12th, we were in Crawford elementary
school by 8:30 AM to sing to Linda
Campbell, wife of Jess Campbell, then on
to sing for his daughter in law at Paonia
High school and then to his mother at
their ranch between Paonia and Hotchkiss. It is rare to have the opportunity to

We then sang for MaryAnn’s Parents
in Eckert, then on to sing to Amy Kissner
in Dr. Wade’s office in Cedaredge. We
then proceeded on to Delta to sing to
Joann Lindquist at an office at 128 Main
Street. So we sang at 6 different places
and covered some 155 miles in a period
of about four hours. That was a pretty full
morning! After a brief lunch we sang at
three more places including Michael
Vaughn, Jessica Atchley and Dottie
Meehan, all located in the Delta vicinity.
Thanks to MaryAnn, Dan Bear & Don
Barnett for joining with me and allowing
us to present nine “Singing Valentines!”
Submitted by Hank Snyer
Larry Wilkinson makes
Valentine’s Day another success

According to some, the quickly reconfigured quartet of Denim spent a
good but busy couple of days singing
mostly in Montrose. Vern said they sang
about ten paid gigs with some comp stuff

2010 Montrose leaders

Montrose BOTY David Stannard
presented with Barbershopper
of the Year award from
President Vern Dockter

to help with advertising about our upcoming show. Singing for dinner on Friday night at Smugglers and again for fun
at the Stone House were both successes.
Board meeting
Treasurer’s report: we still have a
smallish lump of dough in our checking
account and have spent most on all the
things we need to spend on so we can
keep on singing. If you want details, try
the website. Larry Wilkinsen and Dennis Olmstead did the mandatory audit.
Music VP Stannard had some good
ideas, some involving Raisha Quinn,
director of the Bookcliff chorus in Grand
Junction. Seems he and Vern’s experience in Estes Park sparked lots of good
ideas. Maybe when our choruses are done
with our shows. Dave said he has prepared a couple of learning CDs for review. He did order some PoleCat learning tapes from Nashville. President Vern
Dockter said he will appoint a Music
Committee as soon as we have a new
2011 Show Chairman located.
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Director Emeritus
Tom Chamberlain is one of the few
who can say he was
a charter member of
our chapter. He has
been our past chorus
director, our President and a Barbershopper of the Tom Chamberlain
Year. He sung bass
in a long running quartet The Hillcrest
Avenue Marble Club. His valuable contributions to our Chapter is gratefully
acknowledged. But what you may not
know about Tom is that he was born on
exactly the same day as Elvis
Presley. Must be musical twins.

It is such a pleasure to have Brenda
Suiter and Carol Morrell come to our
meetings with MaryAnn to help us get
ready for our show. Brenda is a genius in
choreography, especially when it comes
to working with a bunch of old guys with
left feet hooked onto a dead legs. It is
really fun to see how far we have progressed in moving and relating to the
audience. Now if we could just smile at
the same time, it will be stupendous.
Carol is an invaluable aid to MaryAnn,
taking notes, timing our songs, and offering needed suggestions. Thanks Brenda
and Carol. We really appreciate all you
do for us.
Membership VP Kevin Cohenour:
It’s OK to put a copy of this bulletin in a
doctor’s office, in a dentist’s office, in
any waiting room. It’s OK to leave a
copy someplace where most anyone
might pick it up, learn more about us, and
possibly join. It’s OK to tell people about
our chapter, our show, and how much fun
it is to sing Barbershop Harmony. Really,
it is OK. By the way, this bulletin can be
mailed. Why not?
President Vern Dockter: we generated about $740 for our chorus from our
Singouts. Bill Sutton tells me he has a
couple notes on the web site if you care
to call it up and see what happened. It
was a ton of fun as always and rewarding
as well.
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We had four quartets deliver 38 Singing
Valentines on Friday. Thanks go out to
quartets Sound Idea, Razzle Dazzle,
Cross Wise and Resound.
Doyle Cline
Doyle@CDLChiro.com

Marv's Singing Valentine
You gotta love the joy that singing four
part harmony brings to others. Great job
to Cross Wise (Mark Palmer, Roger
Olson, Kevin Kaiser, Scott Anderson).
who presented a Singing Valentine to
Marv Aiken.
He was still on a high at 4 pm when
he called to tell me about it. This is the
first Valentines Day that he has not sung
in his quartet in many years, so he surprised himself that he could sing with the
quartet. Thanks for setting it up. He got
me into barbershop eight years ago and I
think also Dave Higginson before that.
Ed Bittle
Marv Aiken just called to tell me all
about his singing valentine. It was delivered at lunchtime today and he was
thrilled. After the quartet sang two songs
to him they asked if he would like to sing
a song with them. He told them he had
not sung for a long time but would like to
try and sang Sweet and Lovely with the
quartet. The folks in the dining room gave
them a round of applause and asked if
the quartet could come back again. He
says he is now a celebrity at the retirement center!
Last night at the Sound of the Rockies rehearsal, leader Bob Cauley of At
A Moments Notice, a VLQ that goes out
to sing at nursing homes, announced that
they have an “engagement” to sing to
Marv Aiken, a founding member of the
Grand Chorale, on Feb. 27. Dave Higginson regularly sings with that small
group and I will join them that day. Marv
is aware that this will be happening and is
quite excited about it (he picked up my
phone message to Cindy, so don’t presume a phone message to her will not be
picked up by Marv!). In addition to the
money we have all contributed to have
that happen, the Grand Chorale has also
contributed to support the larger group
performance. Marv sounded better than
he has the last couple of times I have
talked with him….thanks for being part of
this morale booster.
Ed Bittle
West Des Moines, Iowa
Grand Lake, Colorado

Tony Pranaitis
tonychiro@juno.com

From an email sent to all
Denver MountainAires
Some of you may remember some years
ago when we partnered with a small
chapter in Granby (the Grand Chorale).
They performed on our show and we
performed on theirs. It’s about two
hours to drive from Granby to Littleton,
so it would be GREAT to let Marv
Aiken know that he has many
“barbershop brothers” here in his new
community, and for us to honor a guy
who started a barbershop chapter that
represents our art form very well up in
Grand County. Come sing with

At A Moment’s Notice
45 minute performance for
residents of Morning Star Senior Living
5344 S Kipling Parkway,
Littleton 80127
Saturday, February 27, 2010
requested by Marv Aiken
(resident at the facility) a founding
member of Grand Chorale Chorus
Granby, Colorado

Dick Jones Passes.....
Early this morning we lost a fine gentleman who had been a long member of
our chorus. Dick Jones sang lead with
us at several International Contests, as
well as District Contests and chapter
shows. He and his wife, Mary hosted
many summer parties at their home near
Alma. Colo. They had moved to New
Hampshire for his health. Cards would
be appreciated to
Mary Jones
#19 Saco St., Unit #1,
Center Conway, N.H. 03813
If you would like to give Mary a call,
603 447 4889.
Dean Stegman
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A NEW COLLEGE QUARTET?

Colby, Kansas

NEWS of the Tumbleweed Chorus

YOU BETTER BELIEVE IT!

Steve Ottum & Rod Eisenbise, reporting
The Colby Tumbleweed chorus has
been invited to sing at 7:15 pm Thursday evening, Feb. 25th at the City Limits
Convention Center in Colby for the TriState Growers Seminar & Appreciation
Dinner. Some of our members have
been invited to attend as Agriculture
Producers and it is serendipitous that
the event is being held on our regular
Chapter Meeting night. The Woofter
Construction and Roach Ag Marketing
have asked us for a 30-minute PAID
program (about five to six songs —
with a quartet, too,)
What an opportunity to do a “test
run” of our show package. Please check
your calendars….and I will bring a
sign-up sheet Jan. 21st…. it will be important to have a full complement of our
members and be ready to be entertaining. I will arrange to have the program
video-taped, then we can go back to the
church afterward to have a film-session
and rehearse the entire program for the
rest of the chapter meeting.

Rod Eisenbise

Assistant, Second-String Arm-Waver
President Steve Ottum: Three of
our show songs are “Standing on the
Corner,” “Sunny Side of the Street”
and “When My Sugar Walks Down the
Street.” This Thursday we will pick up
“On the Street Where You Live.” Floyd
Trail has tickets and suggests you hit
the streets—with tickets. Phil Knox
will have advertising sheets out next
week—if he can get his printer to work.
It was great to have Garrett Jones
back after semester break. Thanks to
our newest member Kevin Dixson for
directing Keep the Whole World Singing. Another natural waiting for his
chance?
Thanks to Sam Chestnut for sharing his life with us. Thanks to Rod
Eisenbise for carrying on the singing
during the board meeting. We are still
open to suggestions as to how to handle
the board meetings. With our members
coming so many miles and covering
two time zones, it is difficult to meet on
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another night of the week, or before or
after regular chapter meeting.
At the board meeting, the list of
officers installed last week was officially read into the record. Tony
Schroer, chorus director, expressed
regret that he will not be able to attend
Mini-HEP in Estes Park. If anyone can
go to Estes on the weekend of Feb. 5-7,
please let me know. I wouldn’t mind
going again, but I don’t want to go
alone.
To avoid the grind that usually precedes our annual show, we will try to
keep the quarteting and fun singing in
each chapter meeting. Use your learning
CD to review and bring your recorders
to the meetings so you can record the
songs and practice them “with interp”
by Tony!
Several of us participated in Owen
Herndon’s
funeral on Monday. Owen’s son Joel has completed
and printed copies of Owen’s last Tumble-Words. Those at the funeral already
received copies. Copies for everyone
else will be at the chapter meeting
Thursday evening.
Joel plans to enter Owen’s 2009
bulletins into the RMD bulletin contest
(BETY). Maybe Owen’s words will earn
more plaudits — ED

L - R Jesse Rhea, baritone; Terry Lay, bass;
Garrett Jones, lead; Josh Weed, tenor

We proudly introduce our new

CCC “freshmen quartet”
By Owen Herndon, editor
Music VP Bob Renner has suggested
the name, "The Four Freshmen" for our
chapter's new college quartet. After all,
they all sing four parts among themselves
extremely well, they definitely are forming
a barbershop quartet, and they are all
freshmen college students at Colby Community College. Yes, we think it would be
the appropriate name for their newly
formed college quartet, but we're pretty
sure the name has already been 'stolen'
by another quartet group, sometime ago."
These four young CCC student members are all very talented excellent musicians. Their younger voices definitely
enhance the quality of sound of the Tumbleweed chorus, and they are a lot of fun
to be around. The baritone is Jesse
Rhea, his home is Agra, Kansas, he is
majoring in Radio and TV Broadcasting.
The bass is Terry Lay, his home is Elkhart, Kansas, he is majoring in Music. The
lead is Garrett Jones, his home is Lecompton, Kansas, his college majors are
Music and Engineering. The tenor is Josh
Weed, his home is Colby, Kansas, his
majors are Education/Music Education.
Our Tumbleweed chorus's new student members are also singing in the
CCC Concert Choir, the Sunflower Singers and also perform with the various
CCC Bands. They could be BHS Collegiate Quartet Champs sometime in the
near future, .. it's not impossible! Chorus
Director Tony Schroer, also the CCC
Director of Bands, is their 'mentor,' instructor, and quartet coach. We all hope
these young men will enjoy singing with
"us old people" in our chorus as much as
we enjoy having them sing with us.
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More Colby Chapter News
Our February 25th show songs include When My Sugar
Walks Down the Street, Swing Down Chariot, Tumblin’ Tumbleweeds and Sunny Side of the Street. We will be wearing our
tuxes; if you don’t have one, please contact Bob Hanzlick or
me.
Joel Herndon reports that he has submitted bulletins to the
Rocky Mountain District bulletin contest on behalf of his father.
Thanks to Joel for all he has done for his father and us. I have
copies of Owen Herndon’s last issue and an obit from Hutchinson paper.
Thanks to everyone for your generous donations. We took
in nearly enough to pay for one year’s dues. Tickets and ad
sales assignment are out. Floyd Trail has more tickets ; turn ads
and checks into Phil Knox.
Nearly $1300 was donated to the chapter from the memorial
funds dedicated to Owen “Big O” Herndon. On the agenda for
this week’s board meeting is how best to use the funds to honor
the memory of Big O.
The board meeting was productive (even if it went 10 minutes overtime) and we made some really good sounds. We are
prepping for our February 25 show, and we have had a request
to do a short follow-up for a Colby lady who will turn 89 on
February 24. We could stop by her house on the way back to the
church after we have performed. We will discuss that at this
chapter meeting.

March 4—Deadline to turn in ads
March 18—Tech Rehearsal at the college
March 25—Dress Rehearsal at the college
April 23-24—Spring Contest in Rapid City, SD Small Chorus VLQ’s invited (us, too)
May 22—Chuck Greene Seminar in Denver
June 11—Herndon Ox Roast—sing with McCook jointly &
separately.
The board approved the recruitment of enough members to
compete in the small chorus/VLQ contest in Rapid City. We
have some options:
1) we can simply sing on stage;
2) sing and be judged and get feedback but not compete;
3) go all out for the gold.
The board also approved several other things: assess each
member $10 to cover meal between shows and afterglow for
member & spouse; purchase 30 3-ring binders to facilitate organization of our repertoire & for guest use, to conduct a silent
auction during the annual show to include baked goods, and creating an Owen Herndon Scholarship with funds from Owen’s
memorial.

Loveland, Colorado
The Valentine City Chorus

Spring Show

The Fabulous 50’s ERA
in Barbershop Style
Saturday, April 17
2:30 & 7:00 pm
Tickets: $16.00
Two award winning choruses
proudly present songs that
changed our lives and will bring
back memories of when we were
young and restless! Enjoy songs
from musicals of the 50s including songs from Guys and Dolls
and West Side Story. Special MC
for the day, with over 50 years
as a radio personality, is Keith
Ashton of 1410 KIIX radio fame.

Enjoy a blast from the past!

Valentine City Men’s and The Blend Ladies Choruses present
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Grand Junction, Colorado
Bookclef, Carroll Owens, editor
bookcliffchorus.net
From President Roger McClelland:
secretary Jack Cronkhite reports that in
lieu of formal meetings in December and
January, the Board of Directors conducted the following items via e-mail.
Paul Didier moved, and Al Miles seconded to approve the budget for 2010
and to authorize Lloyd Unfred to spend
up to $500 on Valentine ads and publicity
for it. Authorized Dave Hein to buy music
to be used by Mesa State College Men’s
Chorus. They were invited to sing a song
at our spring show.
Olyn Carlson, Show Director: We are
most fortunate to have Kelly Clingman as
Stage Manager...she is the “back stage
boss” during the show. Her husband, Dirk
Clingman, helps me with set design and
often acts as a stage hand. The lighting is
handled by Jamie Ritz, sometimes working with very few lights and a manual
lighting board, has made lightening appear out of nowhere and our sound technician, Keith from SNOB Productions, has
given us the accompanying thunder in
perfect union. Keith makes us sound
good despite the acoustical limitations in
the Avalon. These people, typically, get
one run through and then have to seamlessly support and enhance our show.
These are all professionals working for
less than they deserve to make our show
run as smoothly as possible.

2010 Silverton
Barbershop Music Festival
July 16 & 17, 2010
Well, it was touch and go for a while,
but things are coming together for the
24th annual Silverton Barbershop Festival. The event will take place on Friday
July 16th and Saturday July 17th, 2010 in
beautiful Silverton, Colorado. The big
news for this year is that the Silverton
High School is undergoing a major renovation and will NOT be available. Thanks
to coordination with the brand new Silverton Event Coordinator, the festival will be
held at the Kendall Mountain Community
Center in their Festival tent. More information can be found at
silvertonspecialevents.com
Chris Vaughn will be our director/
clinician for the 2010 Festival. Chris came
highly recommended by Darin Drown
and we are really excited about having
him this year. Chris is currently the associate director for the Sound of the Rockies, director of the Longs Peak Chorus in
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Longmont, and sang lead in the International championship quartet Gotcha.
While we may need to make a few program adjustments this year associated
with the venue, we expect to have another successful festival in Silverton. We
will send out more details as they become
available and the festival approaches.
Also, we will send out the song list as
soon as it becomes available.
Please mark your calendars and we
will look forward to seeing all of you back
again for another great time of ringing
chords in Silverton! This will not be one to
miss!
Jason Ward
Festival Coordinator
970-240-1827
Montrose, Colorado
Good article by Dennis Kiefer on
responsibilities of the chapter section
leaders.
Loren Roth has received 3000.00
dollar's in sponsorship so far from
Mackenzie Dodge at KEKB radio station's
and also at Maranatha radio station's for
advertising of our Singing Valentine's and
our upcoming April show.

Show ticket chairman Dennis Kiefer:
Tickets are printed and being distributed
to chorus members to begin sales for our
upcoming show YARD SALE to be performed Saturday, April 17th at The Avalon Theater. In a couple of weeks I will be
forming the competitive teams designed
to spur you on to the highest sales results
ever. The four team approach which we
have used the past three years is an enjoyable way to encourage you to get focused early and help your team sell more
tickets than the opposing three teams. In
the past we have been dog sledders in
Alaska, race car drivers at Indianapolis,
and Pony Express riders striving to be the

Jim Witt, Marketing & PR VP, is encouraging everyone to assist with acquiring sponsor dollars for the Spring Show,
which will allow us to continue to support
the vocal music programs in our local
schools.

Cont. next column

NEW MEDICAL PLAN

Join Barbershop
Live Longer and Healthier
When you join us we will provide you
with physical exercise on and off the risers. This provides you with your minimum
weekly requirement and will add to your
life span. Mental alertness to learn words
and spots.. and retain them for an indefinite period ~ Throw away your Ginkgo
Biloba and learn spots. It's better for you
and you will remain sharp and clear for
years. Think the note...sing the note. Requires mental and physical coordination.
Think of the long lasting benefits. Next,
the most important...breathing. Think of
the vast volumes of air you bring in expanding your lungs and really making
them work. Finally exhaling all of that hot
air ~ we all know people that are full of it,
but not barbershopper's. They got rid of
theirs while singing!
Jack Cronkhite

One of Grand Junction Chapter's long
time members passed away on February
18, 2010. David Longenecker had been
an active member for 39 years. He was
also a quartet man during much of that
time. For the past three years he struggled with Alzheimer's disease and now
he is singing with that great eternal
choir. He will be missed.
Fran & Paul Didier
didier@cheerful.com
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winners across the old Pony Express trail
by selling the most tickets. I’m open to
suggestions as to what competitive spirit
we can instill for the members this year,
so send your ideas my way.
When I first began selling tickets years
ago, I used the approach I currently see
in the greatest percentage of our members – that is, to think about it late in the
game, and call a few friends at the last
minute. Needless to say, I never got very
far that way, and always secretly convinced myself that most of my friends
wouldn’t be interested in our show anyway. I was really kind of a snob, but didn’t
realize it. Gradually though, a few of my
friends did attend the show and would tell
me how much they enjoyed it, and that
they really wanted to know when our next
show would be.
My list of potential buyers began to
grow. It took me about ten years
(remember – I’m a charter member and
that takes us way back to 1968 when my
membership began) to realize that I knew
a lot of people and was really missing a
great opportunity to introduce them to this
art form I loved, and that’s when I got truly
serious about selling tickets. I sat down
with a phone book and made as complete
a list as possible of the names, addresses
and phone numbers of people I knew,
and the length of that initial list truly surprised me. I don’t think I’m particularly
unique in the number of people I encounter in a given month – obviously school
employees – but also people from my
church, individuals I knew through clubs
and organizations.
The point is – I had a workable list that
I could physically look at, add to, and
keep from year to year. I didn’t just rely on
my “last minute” memory attempt. Later
on, when we entered the computer age,
the power gained by building a working
data base list was phenomenal.
But somewhere along the way I made
a decision, which for me made all the
difference, and it was a plan which I
adopted from my father (and my mom)
who had for years outstripped me in selling tickets to our annual shows. I began
calling my potential guests well in advance of the show, and when I got an
affirmation from them and the number of
tickets desired, I would tell them the tickets would be “in the mail” and they could
simply mail me a check or cash back.
This meant that I was committing to
spending the money for an envelope and
stamp out of my pocket to send the tickets to them.
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The tickets are always accompanied
by a letter which I’ve written thanking
them for supporting our chorus, telling of
the exciting show they will be seeing
(including a brief comment about the
guest quartet) and reminding them at the
end of the letter how many tickets are
enclosed, the performance they are attending, and where they can mail back
their payment.
In all the years I have used this approach, I have yet to encounter anyone
who has not remitted payment. Interestingly, receiving the tickets in the mail
seems to give my friends the extra incentive to “get out of the house” and go to our
show.
It’s harder for them, I think, to come
up with some last minute excuse for not
going (after all, they already have the
tickets in hand and have given me a verbal commitment). Often, I will receive a
call back asking for additional tickets, and
at times I know that their plans have
changed at the last minute forcing them to
miss the show, but in every case, they’ve
not asked for their money back (simply
chalking it up as a “well deserved” donation to our chorus, I guess).
By now, my potential buyer list has
grown to well over one hundred names,
and as most of you know, I sell nearly 100
tickets each year (around 50 % success
on those contacted). My method is certainly not the only approach that works.
But I urge you to sit down and create
a list, because that is key for all our members who succeed. Talk to Olyn, Paul
Didier, Leland, Dave Hein, Roger, Carroll,
Raisha, Ken, Lloyd, Jim, and Dave Woodward (members who consistently have
great success selling) and ask them what
works for them. We’re all outgoing personalities who love our art form. If all of
us have a workable plan to organize our
sales, mind-boggling success will be the
result.

Here’s another blast from the past; do
you recognize anyone? If you’re an
experienced RMD barbershopper and
ever attended one of the infamous
Mountain Glows, you just might remember Charlie and Earl, the guys in
charge, Clint who would sing at the
drop of a hat, and last, but certainly not
least, little Freddie….sorry, couldn’t
resist.

Own "The Best
Barbershop Show Ever"
By popular demand we are proud to
present this commemorative DVD of
the 2009 Harmony Foundation Presents... - the event that many are calling
"the best barbershop show ever!"
One of the most memorable casts of all
time gathered to celebrate Harmony
Foundation's 50th Anniversary - Harborlites Chorus, OC Times, Masters of
Harmony, Vocal Spectrum, Ambassadors of Harmony, Max Q and the Vocal
Majority ... including a finale bringing
them all together for a once in a lifetime
performance!

The 2009 Harmony Foundation Presents
DVD is in house and shipping now - It's
a must-have for all barbershop enthusiasts! Don't wait - secure your copy TODAY!
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Pocatello, Idaho Chapter

2010 Harmony Foundation Presents...

CHORDIAL CHRONICLE

Tickets Now on Sale!

Idaho Gateway Chorus
Harold L. Catmull, Editor
hcatmull@hotmail.com
President Tony Christensen: I'm
grateful that we could move chorus rehearsal night back to Thursday. Of
course, I'm not grateful for director Mike
Louden being laid off work to make that
move possible, but, who knows, maybe
good things will come of that also. We're
all pulling for you Mike.
Speaking of Mike, I'm also grateful
for him for the job he's doing as our director. He has the most to do with the rest
of us enjoying our time spent with the
chorus. I'm also grateful to all the chorus
members for stepping up on your parts.
As you have responded to Mike's and my
suggestions, the sound has improved immensely. And it helps a great deal to have
so many more voices added to our chorus. Thanks to you new guys and to our
former members coming back after
(seems like) a long absence.
It really is good to see you all again. I
appreciate all your efforts to learn the
music and make some minor changes to
songs which we have done for many
years. I know it's frustrating sometimes to
change things up, but it really makes an
improvement. I can feel your excitement
and I think you feel it as well.
I also want to mention Dennis
Buschaw and the work he's doing with
the Century High School boys. Projects
like that take a great deal of commitment
and time. Thanks Dennis for bringing
them on board for the upcoming performance. A portion of our growth is due to
our upcoming show. To perform in the
Jensen Grand Concert Hall in front of
1000 people is a big deal. It will be the
largest audience in front of which this
chorus has performed in its 42 year history. It is a wonderful opportunity to perform in one of the country's (even the
world's) finest performance facilities. It's
easy to take for granted because it's right
in our own back yard, but this really is a
wonderful opportunity for each of us. I've
used the word perform several times in
this paragraph.
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Don't miss another "unforgettable" Harmony Foundation Presents... Saturday,
July 3rd - 1:30pm at the Philadelphia
Convention! Get your tickets now for
another spectacular event featuring:
Gentlemen, singers are a dime a
dozen--even excellent ones. Performers,
however, are worth what they charge.
Let's be worth what we're charging for
this show. Give the audience the chance
to be glad they came to see us, not just
Vocal Point, our headliners. Vocal Point
will get most of them there, but we can
make them really glad they came.
You know the notes and words. Now,
pay attention to the story. Go through
each song, in your head, and learn the
message. Then let that message come
through your face and expression--your
entire body. Imagine someone knowing
which song you were performing even if
they were deaf. Then, and only then,
have you done what you are capable of
doing--have you given what you are capable of giving.
Wouldn’t it be something to have
1000 people on their feet when we finish
Do You Hear the People Sing? That's my
dream. I invite you all to share it with
me. Songs to learn for the show: Delta
Five O 2, Goodnight Sweetheart, In My
Room, Under The Boardwalk, In The Still
Of The Night, and Do You Hear The People Sing?
Program ads will be the same, $50
and $100. If you can sell a page or a 1/2
page call for quote. You will need last
years program so you will know who
placed ads last year. If they are supporters from last year, a $50 ad will get you
two tickets, and a $100 ad will get you
four tickets, general admission (what a
good idea — SJ). They can trade the general admission tickets for reserved tickets
by paying the extra dollars. I think this
can be done at the box office. Please be
sure to tell anyone you give ticket to that
if they are not going to go to the show
please return the tickets as we expect a
full house and we don't want seats to go
empty.
Dennis Buschaw

* The Westminster Chorus - 2009 "Choir
Of The World" Llangollen International
Musical Eisteddfod
* Crossroads - 2009 International Quartet
Champions
* And our featured guests, the legendary
Four Freshmen. I've been involved with
the group since the very beginning, and
this is without a doubt the best Four
Freshmen ever." - Bob Flanigan, founding member BHS Honorary Member
(2003) 2010 Harmony Foundation Presents... tickets can be purchased here.

eXtreme Quartetting
Harmony Brigade
The fourth "eXteme Quartetting" Harmony Brigade has just been adopted by the
Society as its newest subsidiary. Now making
4 around the country and one at Harmony U.
This is one of the most exciting, grass roots
developments in society quarteting and it's
something every devoted quartetter should
know about.Each of the Brigades is at a different cycle of its registration period.
Can Livewire help us to announce something along the following lines: "eXtreme
Quarttting" is alive and well around the Society- sign up now! If you are a particularly
ambitious quartet-man and want to mix it up
with hundreds of other great and well prepared quartetters for a weekend of nonstop
quartetting... then apply now to your nearest
Harmony Brigade
Great Lakes - MI
Applications being accepted
Event: 06/04/2010
Harmony University - MO
Applications being accepted
Event: 07/30/2010
Atlantic - DE
Application deadline: 2/28/10
Event: 08/20/2010
Indiana Harmony - IN
Applications available in May-June
Event: 11/2010
North Carolina - NC
Applications available in June-July
Event: 1/2011
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First Light
Contact Timothy D. Steider
(505) 858-0407
Tenor Stephen Cooper
Lead Hal Ratcliff
Bari Timothy D. Steider
Bass Phil Middleton
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Upcoming activities for the Duke City
Chorus (DSC), Bernalillo County
chapter in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

DSC will team with the Enchanted
Mesa Sweet Adelines and the New
Mexi-Chords to deliver Singing Valentines Feb. 12-14. On. Fe. 27th, DSC
sings at noon at the Lions Club, Best
Western Rio Grande Inn.
On April 10th, the DSC Showfest Entertainment competition between area
schools, will start at 8:00 am at the
Kiva Auditorium (Albuquerque Convention center). On May 1, DSC will
sing for the New Mexico Arts Commission. Annual show is set for June 4th at
Desert Springs church and June 5th at
Heights Christian church.

We are committed to expose and
train the younger generation in our
truly American art form. To realize
this vision, the Duke City Sound
sponsors an annual Youth Harmony
Camp. High school students from
across the state participate in this
fun-filled 4-day camp of a capella harmony.
As musicians, we are involved in various community outreach programs
that benefit the music education of
youth. Since 2004, the Duke City
Sound has hosted ShowFest, an annual festival that highlights Albuquerque metro and surrounding area high
school show choirs. In January 2005,
in conjunction with the New Mexico
Music Educators Association 61st
All-State Music Festival and InService Conference and in cooperation with the other barbershop choruses in the Albuquerque area, the
DCS sponsored a workshop in barbershop harmony for choral teachers
and the first All-State Barbershop
Chorus for youth.

Short and Sweet
Contact Lee Seligman
(505) 792-2414

Found on their website:
dukecitysound.org.

On June 16-19, the
chapter will hold the
annual New Mexico
Youth
Harmony
Camp in Socorro,
New Mexico with
clinicians
Beth
Bruce (SLC director)
and Farris Collins (DSC director)

Tenor Anthony Waruszewski
Lead Kirk Sugars
Bari Dennis Ledbetter
Bass Lee Seligman
We now realize that leads are a precious resource as they can sing the melody well enough for an audience to recognize the tune. This quartet was originally
founded with a different lead, but as the
old lead found a different quartet and,
consequently, it became abundantly clear
that the audience couldn't recognize the
tunes we were singing. We desperately
needed someone to sing lead.
On Valentine's Day, our three-manned
quartet couldn't sit idly by while all the
other four-manned quartets went out and
sang. We were determined to find us another lead.
So Lee Seligman, Dennis Ledbetter
and Tony Waruszewski hooked up with
our old friend Kirk Sugars. From the first
chord to the last tag, we had a blast and
on that historic day we decided to accept
Kirk into our humble (a-hem) quartet. We
didn't want to pressure him into the club
so as a motto we unanimously choose,
"Entertain First, ask questions later!"
The old name of the old quartet,
"Short and Sweet," found a new ring as
the new lead associated the sweet part to
his name. We still aren't quite sure who
the short one is though...

VISION STATEMENT
As enlightened singers and members of the chapter, it is our vision:
To become the best vocal ensemble in the State of New Mexico.
To become a well known and recognized part of the arts and culture
fabric of New Mexico through quality barbershop style of
a cappella harmony singing, vocal philanthropy to the sick and
the elderly, and assistance to schools with vocal education.
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Colo. Springs, Colorado
Pikespeaker
Elda Ridenour, editor, neilridenour@netzero.net
www.atbchorus.com
Elda Ridenour is the new lady editor of the Pikespeaker,
replacing relocated Norm Shute. New member Lawrence
Rothhaupt is already on the job working to organize future
events as our Anthem Coordinator. George Fee will help as music librarian; we’re still looking for an assistant.
Feb 6th - SSB at CC Hockey Game, show up time ~6 pm, sing at
7 pm - See Charlie Snyder; must have red chorus long-sleeved
shirt.
From the Music & Performance VP: Music for Take Me Out and
American Trilogy available if you didn't attend last week; more
music should be passed out this coming Tuesday. Jean Harano
agreed to do the printed program for Spring Show; thanks Jean!
Help wanted for the Spring Show 1) Show chairman, 2) Ticket
manager, 3) Ad manager, 4) Script writer, and
1) National Anthem Coordinator, 2) Music Librarian, 3) Asst.
Music Librarian
President Gary Hickenlooper: The previous administration has
left me with a large deficit and more spending is not the answer.
(not really). Remember that Valentines Day is upon us, so sell,
sell, sell or bring your monthly dues. Those not selling 'Singing
Valentines' will be put behind 'bars' and they will 'b-harp' (that's
for Mark H). It's simple, we pay with our pockets or get others
to pay with their pockets. So carry your part and let’s make
enough money to keep Don Knepp happy.
February 27 – Chapter Board Annual Planning Meeting at the
Hickenlooper Hotel
Anthem Coordinator: Filled, Lawrence Rothhaupt!
Music Librarian: Filled, George Fee! An assistant would be
great.
Shows: We STILL need personnel to help with the spring show
to include:
1) Show chairman,
2) Ticket manager,
3) Ad manager,
4) Script writer.

Flatliners Knock ‘em Dead!
A pickup quartet, nicknamed the Flatliners, was formed
to perform singing valentines Feb. 12-14. Les Fry, tenor; Neil
Ridenour, lead; TJ Henry, baritone; and Joel McGuire,
bass, performed all over town Friday and Saturday. Their gigs
ranged from the Compassion International building up north
to the University of Phoenix tower off of south Circle Drive!
They sang in doctor’s offices, The Gazette’s reception area,
people’s homes and Penrose-St Francis hospital. Due to their
tuxes, these guys were asked by one recipient’s office mates if
they might be the local Chippendales group—for honest and
for true! But they said, “No, not this day, but we’ll see what
we can do next year!”
Two additional chapter quartets, Peak Expressions, with
Paul Wiig on tenor, Don Knepp singing lead, Art Boucher
as the bari and Pete Tyree on bass, also performed around
town this weekend, along with Velcro, another chorus quartet
consisting of Lee Jolly, tenor; Mark Hoffman, lead; Tim
Simmons, bari; and Gary Hickenlooper, bass. In the picture
below, the Flatliners are shown with one of their singing valentine recipients, who was totally surprised and very
“flattered” that the Flatliners stopped by one morning to sing
to her.

We soon will be looking for similar positions for the Christmas
Show. You’ll have help and advice from the Event Manager and
former show, ad and ticket managers.

60-Year Milestone
George Shields is a name known to many “in” Barbershoppers throughout North America. This year,
George celebrates 60 years as a Barbershop Harmony Society member and 60 years as a member
of the East York Barbershop Chapter in Toronto,
Canada.
Congrats on such a huge achievement, George!
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Article from The Farmington Daily Times February 12, 2010

Farmington, New Mexico

Four Corners Harmony
Carl Spencer, reporting

Treasurer Carl Spencer was good enough to send the
following chapter news (after he was asked to do so) our
way from the Four Corners Harmony chorus in Farmington, New Mexico. Not being the secretary or publicist, we
think Carl did a great job — many thanks! Maybe we can
get more news for next time, too.
Last month one of our quartets was rewarded with a
$200 honorarium for a performance for a local group at
local church.
Around Valentine’s Day, three quartets sang a number
of valentines, mostly to ladies, but some to men. Each
subject received a rose and a box of chocolates along with
their three songs. We cleared about $800, a little less than
we have other years. It is a recession you know. The
whole sixteen-member chorus dressed up to sing a valentine to Dr. Carol Spencer, President of San Juan College,
at a special Valentine’s Day Dinner at the San Juan Country Club Saturday evening. It happens that she is the
sweetheart of one of the barbershoppers. We were rewarded with a front-page article in our local paper: see
below.
Our rehearsals are each Thursday from 7 to 9, and we
continue to sing in the community. Usually in these performances we sing a half-dozen numbers as a chorus, and
one or two quartets each sing a couple of numbers. Upcoming shows include:
Friday, March 5th at 5:00 pm, Home Builder’s Show
at McGee Park.
Tuesday, March 9th at 6:00 pm, Kirtland High School
Choir Concert at Kirtland Performance Center. The director of the Kirtland choir is David Collard, who is also our
director. We will sing several numbers to add a little variety
to their show:
Dear Hearts and Gentle People
Shenandoah
Let There Be Peace on Earth
He’s Got the Whole World In His Hands
I’m Sitting on Top of the World
We will join the high school choirs in the final number
— to add a little more substance to the male parts. We will
sing Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing (Mack Wilberg
arrangement).
In December we joined the mixed chorus at Heights
Middle School in Farmington in a similar event.
Thursday, March 18 at 7:00pm, RV Show at McGee
Park

Photos by Xavier Mascarenas/The Daily Times
ABOVE: Members of “Patchwork,” a barbershop quartet made
up of members of Four Corner Harmony, from left tenor Joe
Macaluso, lead Richard Davis, bass Frank Wehlage and baritone Don Varner sing Thursday night at the Zion Evangelical
Church on Foothills Drive. BELOW: Joe Macaluso, a tenor with
Four Corners Harmony, sings Thursday.

Barbershop quartet to bring
Valentine’s Day joy
By Steve Lynn — The Daily Times

FARMINGTON — No matter what kind of day
people have had, they smile and their eyes well with
tears when a local barbershop quartet sings on Valentine’s Day, Joe Macaluso said. Macaluso, a Farmington resident who sells truck parts for a living, said he
sings at 30 to 40 places on any given Valentine’s Day.
“You get at least 30 hugs and you make at least
twice that many women cry,” Macaluso said. “I
guarantee if there’s three women in the office while
you’re singing to one, the other three are crying.”
Macaluso, Billy Hendricks, Richard Davis and Don
Varner, members of Four Corners Harmony, will sing
on Sunday to men and women throughout San Juan
County. Barbershop quartets throughout the country, will sing Valentine’s Day.
Residents, especially women, enjoy the attention,
said Varner, a retired psychologist who lives in Farmington. Singers like the reactions they get. Women
feel “as romantic as can be and they’re really
pleased,” Varner said. “The men, I think, are
pleased, but they act a little embarrassed.
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SINGING
VALENTINES
Four Corners Harmony, a
barbershop quartet, offers
“Singing Valentines” on
Sunday. They will sing two
love songs and deliver a
red rose and box of chocolates for $50. For more
information, call Don
Varney at (505) 325-1410
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People request songs for their girlfriends, boyfriends and
spouses, and businessmen request them for their female employees.
Singers knock on doors of homes or pop into offices saying, “We’ve
got a Singing Valentine for you” and announcing who it’s from,
Varner said. They also deliver a box of chocolates and a rose. Marti
Macaluso said her husband likes bringing joy to other people with
his singing. She won’t be jealous when he is singing to others on
Valentine’s Day.
“Most of the people that blow kisses at him do it because they’re
just happy,” she laughed. “Some of them are old and some of them
are real young.”
The group tries to find a spouse of someone serving in the military overseas to whom they can sing each Valentine’s Day, Joe
Macaluso said. “Photos are sent to the service member. Four Corners Harmony had yet to find a service member’s spouse by
Thursday,” he said.
Macaluso learned to sing in church choirs and he sings in one at
Emmanuel Baptist Church in Farmington. Singing creates memories.

Kirtland Central High School music teacher David Collard leads a rehearsal with the group Thursday night.

Residents, especially women, enjoy the
attention, said Varner, a retired psychologist
who lives in Farmington. Singers like the
reactions they get. Women feel “as romantic
as can be and they’re really pleased,” Varner
said. “The men, I think, are pleased, but
they act a little embarrassed sometimes.
Maybe everybody acts a little embarrassed.”

Once the quartet sang for a backhoe operator in Bloomfield
whose co-workers insisted on being present for the song, he said.
Macaluso and other barbershop quartet singers once pulled a man
out from under the pickup truck the man was repairing to sing to
him on Valentine’s Day. “His wife sent us to sing to him and so we
did!” Macaluso said.

The activity is also a fundraiser for the
local, non-profit group, which has 16 members and sings in other kinds of events, too.
Proceeds fund the national Barbershop Harmony Society, members travel and expenses,
high school choirs and fees for song rights,
said Kirtland resident and Four Corners
Harmony president Robin Harris.
Once members helped pay for college for
a younger singer, Harris said. He has worked
on Valentine’s Day for years because he likes
to sing. “We get everything from smiles to
laughter to tears,” Harris said. “It’s a good
time; make people happy and give them
something that’s not a normal Valentine’s
type gift.”

Xavier Mascarenas/The Daily Times

Kirtland Central High School music teacher David Collard, right,
straightens Richard Carr’s bow tie during address rehearsal for Four
Corners Harmony on Thursday at the Zion Evangelical Lutheran
Church on Foothills Drive.
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RMD Calendar of Events
RMD Secretary Dick Stark, 303 986-3026, luronp@msn.com
*Preliminary Clearance
Dates reserved without BMI license until 6 months before the event
** Dates not reserved until BMI license is issued

March 6
Denver Mile High Show
Gates Concert Hall, DU
March 20
Denver MountainAires Show
Wheatridge HS
**March 27
Montrose Show
March 27
Burley Show
April 24
Ogallala Show, Ogallala High
April 23-24
RMD Spring Convention
Rapid City, SD
May 1
Utah Valley Show AF High, Orem
May 8
Pikes Peak Show
Sand Creek HS
May 8
Salt Lake City Show

May 15
Albuquerque Show
Nat’l Hispanic Cultural Center
June 12
Denver MountainAires
Harmony Showcase, Wheat Ridge HS
June 28-July 5
International Convention
Philadelphia, PA
Aug. 1-8
Harmony University
St. Joseph, Missouri
August 28
Grand County Show
Sept. 24-26
RMD Fall Convention
Layton, Utah
Nov. 12-14
RMD Leadership Seminar
Dec 4
Pikes Peak Christmas Show
Sand Creek HS
* Dec 11
Denver Mile High Christmas Show

PLEASE SUBMIT A RECENT
PHOTO AND THE NAME OF
YOUR 2009 CHAPTER BOTY
(BARBERSHOPPER OF THE YEAR)

YOU DID HONOR THAT
UNSUNG HERO THAT
WORKED SO HARD FOR
YOUR CHAPTER LAST
YEAR, RIGHT?

