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Music Bits
On Saturday May 22 the Denver
MountainAires hosted Chuck Greene's
revitalizing workshop with over 50 attendees from chapters in the RMD and one
Sweet Adeline chapter. The out-of-state
guests were members of the Shrine of
Democracy chorus (Rapid City) and
Susan Kelton (director of Ogallala, Nebraska chorus). Colorado chapters represented were Pueblo, Colorado Springs
Pikes Peak, Colorado Springs Metro,
Denver MountainAires, Longmont,
Loveland (and some dual members of
Denver Mile High).
Chuck's presentation is summarized by the following: "Seek,
develop, use and enhance the
skills and talents of each member
to such an extent that progress
seems limitless."
All of the exercises we did as a group
were demonstrations of chapter meeting
activities that will accomplish the above,
especially geared toward satisfying the
leisure activity requirements of the
younger generations (the present and
future of barbershop).
We learned how to develop musical
leaders and mentors within our ranks,
how to plan chapter meetings, how to
teach music quickly (using Jay Giallombardo's method -- we learned/
memorized a difficult song reasonably
well in 45 minutes), how to develop an
entertainment product with audience appeal.
I'll share some of Chuck's specific
ideas in future columns, and every individual idea has merit on it's own, but it is
highly recommended that you attend a
workshop to comprehend the global concept which integrates these practices and
ideas, some of which are original and
some are credited to other greats of our
Society (like Giallombardo).

The subtitle of Chuck's workshop is
"Shifting to Priorities That Vitalize." If
your chapter HAS priorities that vitalize,
then Chuck isn't trying to fix something
that isn't broken (double negative, but
you get the point). Membership stability
and growth is one sign of vitality in a
chapter, but there are other metrics of
success as well. Ultimately, satisfying
every member (or as many as possible) is
success and produces vitality.
A highly recommended start to grasping Chuck's philosophy is to visit his
website www.21stn7th.com where you
will find much information.
To read Jay Giallombardo's
song learning method, visit
http://www.gsbmedalmusic.com/
LEARNINGSONG.PDF
and download the document.
If your chapter would like to host a
workshop with Chuck Greene, I'll be
happy to help get you started.

Attractive Meetings
President Gary Hickenlooper,
Secretary Jim Campbell and I went
to Denver today, Sat., May22, to attend the “Compellingly Attractive
Chapter Meetings” course, taught by
Chuck Greene of the Asheville, NC,
chapter. It was a great class with so
many things to learn. It’s not one or
two things that can be done to improve our meetings and attract more
members.
It’s a whole lot of things with a
whole lot of people in the chapter
doing things to make others want to
join us. Yes, we all need to contribute
in some way. If we choose to do this,
it will be a lot of work but in reality,
it will be a labor of love to rejuvenate
and grow this chapter like it’s never
grown in the last 15 years.
More to follow in the next few
weeks/months as we sort through the
necessary details of this effort, which
is a whole lot different than we’ve
done in the past. Plus, we need to
involve the director from the start to
have a coordinated approach. Somehow, I’d like to see more of us on the
risers each week. You’d probably
also! We’ll see you Tuesday and get
ready for summer singing; so you can
- carry your part!
Neil Ridenhour
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“It won't be the richest, or the largest, or the youngest barbershop chapters, or the best singing, or the smartest, most
experienced or most determined who survive and thrive—it will be those who correctly adapt to the changing context of
their time.”
It's important that BHS chapters adapt and thrive. Humans are genetically hard-wired to feel wonderful in the presence of
consonant vocal harmonies, especially a cappella harmonies. That gives Barbershop, as an art form, far greater potential
to enrich lives than most could imagine.
21st & 7th trains chapter leaders to share the gifts of Barbershop harmony by creating compellingly attractive chapter
meetings and popularizing the style and their chapters. The new knowledge, tools, skills and innovations needed are here
for you.

What’s Causing Barbershop Harmony Society
Membership Decline?
In short, changes in our North American social context—
changes like electronic media usage, suburban commute lengths, vocational demands and the speed-up of
everyday living. These changes have caused men to
shift their priorities when it comes to what they value in
their discretionary time. This is not a pet theory or an
armchair guess—this is from rock solid research. *

What Strategies Have to Change?
To thrive, Barbershop Harmony Society chapters need
to provide what today’s men value in their discretionary
time—and provide it at a compellingly high level. Through research, sociologists have identified 13 Attractive Value
Characteristics people consider when deciding whether to join or renew membership with a non-profit, chapter-structured
organization like the Society. All 13 are important, but for the Society, seven are so pivotal they are considered deal
makers *

Believability
We have proof. From Winter Park, Florida to Portland,
Oregon, the chapters who actively use the strategies are
enjoying success. Beginning in January, 2006, betatesting in the Asheville, NC Chapter has resulted in eyepopping statistics *

Workshops!
There’s a time in the life of each chapter when guys say,
“We have got to start thriving—how do we get that
done?” 21st & 7th has proven answers. Strategies, tools
and training are ready and available now through workshops. *

* For more details, follow the inks that are
provided on Chuck’s website
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One of the better known Scottsbluff
quartets was the Diamond Syndicate,
with brothers Gerry (former director
and a 32 year member) and Bill Tallmon. They were a popular show quartet in the mid 1970’s. I can remember
them singing at the Mountain Glows
into the wee hours of the morning.
Then in the late 1970’s, something
very wonderful occurred when tenor
Dan Clark and lead Gary Drown
joined forces with bass Steve Libsack
and baritone Rod Businga to form the
Chordial Celebration comedy quartet
who headlined hundreds of shows in
the 20 plus years they were together.
A doctor from Gering, a school
teacher, a sales manager, and an advertising consultant from Scottsbluff,
delighted RMD crowds with their zany
antics and melodies. Who can forget
“Doc” with his masterful pitch pipe renditions or Gary’s gargling tones in the
infamous “frog kissing” song? In later
years, even their kids got into the act
— ever heard of Storm Front? Yup,
Jim Clark comes by his talent the hard
way, he inherited it.

PAGE 4

JUNE/JULY 2010

Scottsbluff chapter is small but mighty!
Long time director of the Sugar Valley Singers, Dr.
Dan Clark has been pulling double duty in recent years
as he also sings with the Sound of the Rockies. Doc has
also been quite active in the RMD leadership picture over
the last 20 years, serving in several VP positions. He is
the current RMD Music & Performance VP.
Scottsbluff chapter gained new
member Ray Palser, raypalser@yahoo.com two years
ago and he promptly built a website for the chorus. He
always has Singing Valentine photos up. No bulletin for
the chapter but they make do through the efforts of their
hard-working secretary Ron Swank and treasurer
Floyd Sherrard. President Dan Lewis was 2009 Barbershopper of the Year.
Ron Swank is now serving as chapter secretary, changing duties with
secretary Dan Lewis. The chapter
has a small but loyal core of harmonizers; 21 members strong. They
have three 35 year members, Harry
Dowell, Steve Libsack, and Dan
Clark. Rod Businga takes the top
spot with 41 years in. Dr. Don Teske
has 36 years. They draw their membership from Gering, Mitchell,
Scottsbluff,
and
Torrington, Wyoming. They sing
every
Tuesday
evening at the
Plymouth Congregational church in
Scottsbluff.

Six members of the Scottsbluff chapter, the Sugar Valley Singing VLQ,
serenades a local lady for Valentines Day

NEWS AND PHOTOS FROM 22 RMD CHAPTERS

Can we do better for the next issue?
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NEXT VOCAL EXPRESSIONS DEADLINE IS JULY 20TH
Attention Chapter Treasurers!
Now available for download, the updated Chapter Treasurers Exhibits Manual, is a companion to the Chapter
Treasurers Manual, last updated in October 2009. The
exhibits manual provides sample forms and reports, a
budget template, financial review reports and forms, IRS
forms, IRS and Canadian non-profit material, a guide to
records retention and other useful material. Download
both today - visit the Document Center click "Business &
Finance," then click "Chapter Business Documents."

RMD

VOCAL EXPRESSIONS

PAGE 6

JUNE/JULY 2010

RMD 35 Chapter Directory
S-022 Albuquerque, NM New MexiChords 505-242-4451 singers@newmexichords.com
S-020 Bernalillo County, NM Duke City Chorus 505-281-5187 wfchambers@direcway.com
S-033 Billings, MT Big Sky Chorus 406-254-6781 bfblgs@hotmail.com
S-001 Boulder, CO Timberliners 303-499-0788 mabijones@earthlink.net
S-016 Burley, ID Snake River Flats 208-436-6047 jimrodg@pmt.org
S-083 Cache Valley, UT Bridgerland Quartetters 435-245-5870 andrus359@msn.com
S-079 Casper, WY Oil City Slickers 307-472-4722 stvlu@bresnan.net
S-084 Cedar City, UT Iron County Minors 435-586-4993 jimchris@skyviewmail.com
S-078 Cheyenne, WY Wyomingaires Chorus 307 637-0600 wyomingaires@steigerfamily.com
S-009 Colby, KS Tumbleweed Chorus 620-397-2480 big-o@st-tel.net
S-091 CS Metro, CO Peak Experience 719-528-8702 woody@peakexperiencechorus.org
S-002 Pikes Peak, CO America The Beautiful Chorus 719-272-4390 howie2u@msn.com
S-028 Denver, CO Denver MountainAires 303-420-5552 gmseebart@comcast.net
S-003 Denver, CO Sound of The Rockies 303-987-2116
S-024 Durango, CO Narrow Gauge Chorus 970-259-0313 cmpete@frontier.net
S-082 Garfield County, CO Mountain Sounds 970-285-9526 larryt@sopris.net
S-089 Grand County, CO Grand Chorale shawrw@rkymtnhi.com
S-014 Grand Junction, CO Bookcliff Chorus 970-242-8643 harmony@bookcliffchorus.net
S-004 Longmont, CO Longs Peak Chorus 303-922-3804 behnetn@Louisville.Stortek.com
S-017 Los Alamos Area, NM Lads of Enchantment 505-662-7985 dwb@lanl.gov

newmexichords.com
dukecitychorus.com
harmonize.com/timberliners

harmonize.com/wyomingaires
peakexperiencechorus.org
atbchorus.com
mountainaires.com
soundoftherockies.com
durangobarbershoppers.com
grandchorale.org
bookcliffchorus.net
harmonize.com/Longmont

S-006 Loveland, CO Valentine City Chorus 970-229-0947 PA1936@aol.com
valentinecitychorus.com
S-037 Montrose, CO Black Canyon Chorus 970-240-1801 williesut@aol.com
blackcanyonchorus.org
S-007 Spearfish, SD Northern Black Hills 605-642-5196 djunek@mato.com
S-090 Ogallala, NE Cowboy Capital Chorus 308-284-8358 mdwarf@charter.net webmaster Dan Kafka,
harmonize.com/ccc
S-008 Pocatello, ID Idaho Gateway Chorus 208-237-2623 DRommel685@aol.com
idahogatewaychorus.com
S-076 Pueblo, CO Sunsational Chorus 719-250-5993 RR52@comcast.net
S-018 Rapid City, SD Shrine of Democracy 605-348-2683 JimGogolin@aol.com
S-015 Rexburg, ID Carousel Chorus 208-520-1499 rob_doo@msn.com
S-035 Salt Lake City, UT Beehive Statesmen 801-694-4068 miner7th@comcast.net
S-005 San Juan County, NM Four Corners Harmony 505-326-4306 cncspencer@gobrainstorm.com
S-010 Santa Fe, NM Harmonizers 505-983-1981 charlesbarbee@msn.com
S-043 Scottsbluff, NE Sugar Valley Singers 308-635-3250 rwswank@hotmail.com
S-030 Sterling, CO Centennial State 970-522-2015 goodapple56@hotmail.com
S-068 Utah Valley, UT Skyline Chorus 801-225-8108 gene.evey@juno.com
S-081 Wasatch Front, UT Saltaires Show Chorus 801-451-8434 skiwit@hotmail.com

shrineofdemocracychorus.org
beehivestatesmen.org

sugarvalleysingers.com
uvskyline.org
saltaires.org

You can now download the new 2009 District Directory from www.RMDsing.org
Youth Enrichment Program
From the humble beginnings as a Harmonet project, the Youth Enrichment Program has now grown to include all barbershop singers,
both male and female, in the United States and Canada.
The purpose of this program is to support and encourage high school vocal music programs. All barbershoppers are also asked to be
a voice of advocacy for vocal music programs in the nation's high schools. It is important for all of us to do whatever possible to ensure the vibrancy and continued survival of local high school vocal music programs.
The program has established a goal of touching the lives of 100,000 high school students in, at least, 500 schools by June 30, 2011.
All participants will be eligible for a prize drawing which will include the opportunity to sing a song or tag with, and receive a free CD
from, a BHS medalist or several other fine International level quartets. A very special grand prize will also be announced soon.
For more information about the program, visit the Youth Enrichment Program page on the Society's website. For information about
resources and for more details, contact Montana Jack at (406) 777-0759 or mtjack@bresnan.net
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In Memorium

Duane Morris
Montrose, Colorado
We are saddened to announce that we lost long time member Duane Morris
on March 21, 2010. Duane told us that he was going to be on this year's show,
and he will be in spirit. We dedicate our show to his memory. Duane sang bass
in a popular doo-wop quartet The Canyonaires, and has been a faithful member for 28 years. Duane has served as a chapter officer, and was our Barbershopper of the Year. He was buried today, March 24th, at the Veteran's Cemetery in Grand Junction. There will be a memorial service for him Sunday, March
28. Our chorus will sing the Lords' Prayer for him.

New Canyonaires
Larry Wilkinson, L Duane Morris, B
Jason Ward, Tr
Don Barnett, Br

God Bless Duane
Bill Sutton
Montrose, Colorado

Kent Schacht, Tenor, Brett Foster, Lead, Kelly Michaelis, Bass, Dave Klimper, Baritone
Billings chapter has two active quartets: Quick Sound and Checkpointe! They were both
part of their May 15th chapter show, a tribute to Irving Berlin, The Melody Lingers On.
The evening show was held at the spectacular Alberta Bair theater in downtown Billings
and featured the Big Sky Chorus under the direction of David Barnett II. Their special
guests included the Montana Sapphire Sweet Adelines and the Billings Senior High
Varsity Singers. Checkpointe headlined and sang very well, according to our sources.
The chapter has a new website <www.bigskychorus.org>. So does Checkpointe, who
placed a strong fourth in Cheyenne at the 2009 Spring Prelims. <checkpointquartet.com>

www.bigskychorus.org

Salt Lake City Presents Their Annual Spring Show

Mike Deputy
mikedeputy@utility-trailer.com

Beehive Statesmen Show

“IT’S BARBERSHOP”
Saturday, May 8th
The Beehive Statesmen, Salt Lake
City, Utah, directed by Beth Bruce
(asst. directors Rex Bailey and Jan
Vanderhooft), put on two fabulous
performances today at the Highland
high school auditorium in Salt Lake
City. The shows were well attended
and the music was excellent. Guest
headliner quartet was RMD's own The
Summit from Albuquerque. A good
time was had by all. Chapter quartets
were

Faultline
Dave Edwards, T, Gene Miner, L
Ryan Riches, Bs, Bob Ferreri, Br
All-A-Chord
Quinn Peck, T, Nick Pond, L
Randy Heaps, Bs, Spencer Peck, Br
Uinta Barbershop
Doug Stone, T, Jan Vanderhooft, L
Jim Gallagher, Bs, Lee Taylor, Br
Mainstream
Devon Nish, T, Gary Van Eklenburg, L
Ed Moss, Bs, George Brown, Br
Chapter VLQ also contributed with a
fine rendition of Heart of My Heart. The
local Sweet Adelines Mountain Jubilee chorus also contributed with their
assistance on Lida Rose. The stirring
finale featured both choruses singing
America the Beautiful (overlay arr.)
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Lead is Jeff Shaw
Chorus Director

4 On The Floor, Granby

PO Box 4, Granby

Excellence in singing even at 8500 feet above sea level
Our Objectives: Through practice and
musical education we seek excellence in
singing, and promotion of choral music
through our public performances and
charitable projects.
The Grand Chorale's summer show will
be Saturday August 28 at 7 pm. We will
be performing the following music:
My Fair Lady
Wouldn't It Be Lovely
On The Street Where You Live
I've Grown Accustom To Her Face
I Could Have Danced All Night
With A Little Bit Of Luck
Get Me To The Church On Time

South Pacific
There Is Nothing Like A Dame
When Sweet Susie Goes Walking By
Blue Moon Perhaps Love
Bye Bye Blues My Wild Irish Rose
Ain't Misbehaving
As usual we will have several of our
quartets perform and a famous guest
quartet as show headliner. Please feel
free to contact us for membership information, performance schedules and
availability. We also welcome comments/suggestions about our web page.

The Grand Chorale
P.O Box 2200
Fraser, CO 80442
970-726-4626
President:David Maddox
david@sagepeak.net
Membership:Tom Newton
twnew@comcast.net
Director:Jeff Shaw
SMCC@rkymtnhi.com
Webmaster:Barton Phillips
barton@grandchorale.org

THE GRAND CHORALE — JEFF SHAW, DIRECTOR
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Barbershop Harmony in Casper, Wyoming

The Oil City Slickers, Ron Alexander, Director
Steve Lunsford, stvlu@bresnan.net
The Oil City Slickers is a group of men
in Casper, Wyoming
who gather together in
celebration of the art
form known as barbershop music; We are a
chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. We can be heard
throughout the year, singing for civic and
charitable organizations, private groups,
churches, community events, and fundraisers.

www.casperbarbershopharmony.com
singing the Star Spangled Banner in the
barbershop style in front of thousands. If
you have sung in a church choir, in high
school or college, or another musical
group, we would love to have you join us
and experience the thrill of singing in front
of a large audience once again.

On June 26th the Oil City Slickers
will sing the National Anthem at the Wyoming Cavalry Indoor Football game in
Casper. And we would like men in the
Casper area to join us! We are inviting
singers to experience the thrill of proudly

We will have four rehearsals prior to
the event to learn the National Anthem in
the barbershop style. Most of us already
know the Star Spangled Banner, so it
won't be that difficult. We will rehearse on
June 3, June 10, June 17 and June 24.
Please attend two rehearsals; you must
attend the last rehearsal on June 24. To
join us for this great event, please call
Steve Lunsford at (307) 472-4722. Our
new director is Ron Alexander; webmaster is Greg Irwin.

Casperado 2004

Lunsford’s Tuny Loons

Greg Irwin, webmaster

Oil City Slickers Chorus

Casper, Wyoming
(307) 472-4722

Gentlemen's Touch 2003
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ALBUQUERQUE NEW MEXI
MEXI--CHORDS STAYING BUSY!

Steve
Rio Bravo has been singing with a
variety of basses and baritones for the
past several months. We've performed
the National Anthem at a Lobo Men's
basketball game and spent three days
delivering singing Valentines but this will
be the first time we've performed with our
newest configuration.
Richard Grady has sung both bass
and baritone but now takes over baritone
responsibilities. Jerry Quintana, our newest member, sings bass and handles all
our photographic, video and sound. Rol
Blauwkamp is our lead and George
Franklin sings tenor. We'll be singing the
National Anthem soon at an Isotopes
game and who knows the heights to
which we'll soar after Jerry gets our performances posted to You Tube and Facebook.

Four guys that give you the following
guarantee: if you do not feel 100% (or at
least 88%) better after listening them,
they will refund the price of admission. Of
course most of their audiences don't pay
admission so.... but you get the drift! They
have as much fun singing to the audience
as the audience has listening to them.
Les, Mike, Dick and Oz have a sense of
humor that is right for any occasion and a
love for the barbershop style of harmony
that is music to the ear. Contact Oz Wehlander at 505-298-5205.

Bill

Nick

Ron

Nick, Ron, Bill and Steve have a sense of
humor that is right for any occasion and a
love for the barbershop style of harmony
that is music to the ear. For information
about the quartet availability and music,
contact Nick Maxwell at (505) 898-7541

Stew

Hal

Jerry

Steve

One Night Only is made up of three
"brigaders" and a novice. Between Stew
Bush (tenor), Hal Ratcliff (lead), and
Steve Cooper (bari) we've got almost 60
years of singing in the Society, and with
the Brigades. Our newest member Jerry
Quintana has six months in the Society
and is singing bass. We think you'll appreciate why we wanted him to sing for you.

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Serenader
Arnold Cohen, editor
sacohwn@earthlink.net
Director Doug Arrington: On May
15th, the New MexiChords will present
their annual show "Harmony Airlines:
Where a Cappella Fills The Air." For
those of you new to the chorus, this is
one of the two major shows we present
each year, the other one being our Christmas show. The Spring show will be performed at the National Hispanic Cultural
Center, on Bridge at 4th St. This theater,
which seats about 700, is state-of-the art
and ideal for our kind of show.
There will be a matinee and evening
performance. One of our favorite quartets,
Special Feature, will appear on our show
for the third time; their lead singer is Jamie Arrington, our assistant director.
Special Feature has been retired for
about ten years, but decided to get back
together for the 20th anniversary of their
Far Western District championship, and is
doing several shows during the year.
Special Feature earned a bronze medal
for their 5th place finish at the International Quartet Contest in Calgary, Canada.
This year's show is about the chorus
going to a convention and we have
stopped in a southern city to change
planes. Because of bad weather, the airport is shut down and we decide to sing a
few songs for everyone stranded with us,
which includes the audience. Because
we're in the south, we will be mostly singing songs about states where the people
at the airport might live: Alabama (2),
Tennessee, Georgia, Carolina, Louisiana,
and Mexico (OK, southwest). We'll add in
chapter quartets and some dialog with a
few corny jokes during the first act. Special Feature will lead off the second act
and we will follow (in our tuxes), singing
our two new songs Jeannie With The
Light Brown Hair and That's Life. We will
close the show with God Bless America.
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NEW MEMBERS
Rod Stewart, bass,
originally joined the
New MexiChords in
1980 as a guest of Bill
Biffle.
Bill Elder, bass, joined
briefly in 1990, but had
to curtail his singing in
order to pursue his
square dancing caller
duties.
Gregg Wouters, baritone, hails from Green
Bay but quickly migrated to a warmer
climate. Gregg’s fatherin-law sings in a church
choir at St. Johns along
with Doug Arrington,
and the rest, as they
say, is history.

This should be a very entertaining
show and you'll want all of your friends
and relatives to attend. People unfamiliar
with current state-of-the-art barbershop
singing are sometimes reluctant to buy
tickets, but those I've sold tickets to have
never been disappointed. Bill Biffle's approach is to give those people tickets with
a proviso that they don't need to pay if
they don't like the show. He says that no
one has ever declined to pay for their
tickets and all have thanked him for letting
them know about the show. Don't find
yourself being sorry you didn't sell more
tickets to a great show.
We need to sell 60% of the house to
break even on expenses; anything over
that can be partially used to offset member expenses of retreat, contest, etc. And
you will perform much better for full
houses, trust me! Our other major source
of show income is program advertising.
Please contact any company you regularly do business with and give them the
opportunity to buy an ad. You'll be surprised how many will be happy to participate. Make sure our 2010 annual show is
the best ever, artistically and financially.
Let's "Fill the Air with a Cappella!"

Singing Valentine Program

The Valentine Story
Once upon a time there was a quartet in Albuquerque that, having heard about singing Valentines from another chorus on the West
Coast, decided to give it a try on their own. Jeff Houska, Les Elmer,
Bill Quaglia, and Al Chavez, after much work by Jeff in the planning of the event, went forth and sang all day and most of the night
on Valentines’ Day 1989. At the end of the day, they had delivered
two songs and a rose and a small box of candy to 43 happy recipients. They put about
300 miles on Jeff’s car and made enough money to pay their way to the International
Convention in Kansas City.
The Valentine program has grown quite a lot. This year with the help of the other two
choruses (Duke City Sound and Enchanted Mesa) in Albuquerque, the program did
over 150 gigs with about 21 quartets. In previous years the program has done more than
300 gigs with about the same number of quartets. The three choruses have made a considerable amount of money in the process. The first time the committee met to plans the
venture with all three choruses, present were Judy Preston, Sue Bowdoin, Dick Baird,
Tom Hoover, John Gonzales, Matt Vaive, Bob Pruecil and Don York. We’re pretty
sure that happened in 1998. Since 2006 “Valentine Central” has been located at 5601
San Francisco—thanks to the generosity of Michael Budagher, who is a good friend of
committee member Cathy Thomas. J.C. and Judy Preston, Cathy Thomas, Fritz Allen, Walt and Betty Galaher, Gil and Becky Whalen have been the Heart (no pun intended) of the Singing Valentine committee for the past five years. Thanks to “the unknown” quartet in 1989, the Singing Valentines campaign has become a major fund
raiser for the barbershop community in Albuquerque.
JC and Judy Preston, Committee members
Valentine Central, Albuquerque, New Mexico

Chorus sang at Tingley Stadium to sing the National Anthem for the Thunderbirds! We had a blast and the Thunderbirds won the basketball game. Seen at the game relaxing in their seats: Richard Grady, Les Elmer, Nick Maxwell, Jamie Arrington, Rol Blauwkamp, Bill Biffle, Keith and Marie Pederson. The chorus retreat is being held at the college in Socorro, Friday, Aug. 13 through
Sunday, Aug. 15; we’ll stay in the dorms and eat in the cafeteria. We’ll have a top clinician coach us on our two contest songs.
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Sorry to report that
former District Secretary Merle Quigley has been in
and out of the hospital recently. He’s
home now, not doing much singing
but is recovering and feeling better.
Merle served the Boulder Timberliners last year as secretary and chapter digester for the VE. Get well,
Merle.
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Here’s a neat idea found on their chapter website

Mother's Day Quartet
This Mother's Day, let Mom know you are
thinking of her in a special way.
Call us to schedule a barbershop quartet to serenade her. For
more information or to order your Mother's Day Quartet, contact
Chad Boltz at (303) 775-4832.

Saturday July 24th
Here's the Chautauqua 2010 Harmony Festival

Schedule of Events
(subject to minor changes as needed).
Allan Barker
Chairman

Matt Swan
Director

Chautauqua

2:00pm - Sign up for Pick-up Quartet Contest.
3:00pm - Pick-up Quartet Contest.
4:00pm - Massed Chorus Rehearsal

2008 Massed Chorus Director - Matt Swan
Massed Chorus Repertoire
Pole-Cat Medley (Wild Irish Rose, Down Our Way, Nellie)
God Bless America and one new song of Matt Swan's choosing
4:45pm - Bratwurst & Potato salad Picnic
4:45pm - 6:00pm Chorus orientation/practice on stage

Doors open 6:30

7:00pm - Evening Show
Master of Ceremonies to be determined

Afterglow at Carrelli's Italian Restaurant
30th and Baseline immediately after the show
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Chad Boltz, director of the Boulder
Timberliners, graduated from CU
with a degree in musical performance
and is a voice teacher as well as a
Barbershop chorus director. So occasionally, like last Tuesday evening
(May 18th) at Balfour Retirement
Community in Louisville we hold joint
recitals where his voice students and his chorus performs together, which actually draws a fairly large
crowd.
PONDEROSA VIGILANTES
Joe Arnold, tenor Cole Keirsey, lead
Bill Jones, bari Allan Barker, bass

We're gearing up to stage another Chautauqua Barbershop Harmony Extravaganza on July 24, 2010 and
would like to hear from all interested parties, both quartets and choruses who would like to participate. The
Massed Chorus Director is Matt Swan and the afterglow
this year will be held at Carrelli's Restaurant in Boulder.
Brat picnic as always with lots of harmony. Allan Barker
can be contacted for a spot on the show at
abarker@lexmark.com.
Ponderosa Vigilantes just added new tenor Charles
Olivarez.
Surrounded By Reality is on hiatus as baritone John
Ding's Parkinsons is getting worse and lead Ron Craig
is taking a break after getting both knees replaced.
Charles Olivarez

SURROUNDED BY REALITY
Charles Olivarez, tenor Ron Craig, lead
Jonathon Griffitts, bass John Dings, bari

Recognize these guys? What do they have in common besides many years as one of the top show
quartets in the District?

Don’t be afraid, Timmy. It’s only
Daddy practicing his bari part.

Rapport is tenor Rod Sgrignoli, lead Mike
Krieger, bass Len Metallo, and baritone John Coffin. All four have directed choruses on the Front
Range. Rod, Mike, and Len have directed the Boulder Timberliners and John has directed Long’s
Peak Chorus, Longmont. Len has also directed the
Denver MountainAires.
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Gary Forsberg, reporting
Gary.Forsberg@HILL.af.mil

Wasatch Front (Saltaires) News
During April, the Saltaires executed a "bring a better singer than you are" month. We had about 20
guests that participated, and a high percentage of them
chose to stay with us throughout the month. They
learned three songs to perform on the concluding concert of the Utah Youth in Harmony Festival on Saturday, March 24th. The all-day event was held at Westminster University. Over 100 young women and 65
young men participated. Sam Papageorge was the
men's clinician, assisted by members of the Beehive
Statesmen and Saltaires.
Tori Postma, director of the Mountain Jubilee
Sweet Adelines chorus, was the women's clinician,
assisted by Beth Bruce and several members of the
ladies chapter. Each youth group performed two numbers, and then they combined for a nice arrangement
of America the Beautiful "Overlay." There were several
youth quartets who also performed on the day's closing
concert. Mountain Jubilee and the Saltaires rounded
out the 90-minute performance. Many of our monthlong guests were effusive in describing their participation in the event, and have indicated a desire to audition for membership.

Beth Bruce working with the girls

Photographer Mike Deputy with his “guys!”
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George Davidson
sagez@aol.com

McPhly Qualifies
For Philly—Yeah!

Editor Jimmy Trapp
jamesqtrapp@hotmail.com

Denver, Colorado

Mile Hi Lites
Jimmy Trapp, editor/blogmaster
One of the neat things we’ve seen in
the last few years is the amount of videotaping that Sound of the Rockies does as
a learning tool. Everything from choreography to words and notes, front row
moves, etc., are recorded by Doyle Cline.
For the last year or so, they’ve been posting them on YouTube, making it very
easy for members to view or even
download the videos. What a great idea!
Maybe that’s why Doyle was honored as
Barbershopper of the Year.
Blog master Jimmy Trapp is taking
good care of the Mile Hi Lites blog but,
like any editor, he needs input from everyone to keep it up to date. Jimmy is also
the editor of the Mile Hi Lites printed
bulletin, and it’s full of chapter news,
events, and the information that comes
from a championship chapter!
Bob Fox, President, George Davidson, Show Chairman, Mike Davidson,
Marketing/PR VP, and chorus director
Darin Drown keep the emails flowing to
inform, educate, motivate, and remind
chapter members of coming events; now,
that’s communications!
Denver Mile High’s March 6th show
was artistically and financially successful. FACE, a six man a capella group,
was wonderful. It was fun to listen to the
show on KEZW Sunday evening, March
14th. Do you think master of ceremonies
Rick Crandall (radio DJ at KEZW) may
have had something to do with it?

Current International
3rd Place Bronze Medalists

While we were in Sterling, McPhly
was traveling (taking the long way
around) to Greenville, SC to compete in
the Dixie District Prelims for a spot in the
quartet contest in Philly this coming July.
76% is considered a qualifying score and
any quartets who achieve it are invited.
With an overall combined score through
two (2) sets of 80.8% they have qualified! YEAH! To Brian Fox (tenor), Curtis Terry (lead), Ryan Wilson (bari), and
Travis Tabares (bass); congratulations!
Break a leg in Philly!

Chapter After Glow
At Old Chicago

Member Renewals
2 Years - Mike Scat
2 Years - Sean Kite
4 Years - Steve Zimmerman
12 Years - Dave Ennis
12 Years - Dan Clark
13 Years - Adam Reimnitz
24 Years - Jim Clark
30 Years - Fred Mason
35 Years - Dr. Dan Clark
48 Years - Bege Martin

First issue of the Mile
HiHi-Lites (April 15th) featured a good article from
President Bob Fox imploring all members to
sing with heart and soul and to communicate with the audience AND each other.
Keith Kaufman ramrodded the Ready,
Set….SING program very successfully
last year. They had 46 guests in six
weeks, Oct/Nov, which yielded 14 new
members (three pending): four leads, six
baritones, and four basses. Their program
budget did not exceed the $2,500 projected for the print media advertising.
They estimate cost of $54 per new guests
and $178 per new member. Wow! What
an investment!
Coaching sessions are planned with
Tony DeRosa April 22, and with Erin
Howell June 17th. The chorus Spring
Retreat is scheduled for June 4-6 in
Granby at the Snow Mountain Ranch with
Tony DeRosa; a requirement for ascending the risers at the Philadelphia Int’l Convention. Events VP Andy Holt stays busy
taking care of the details getting the chorus to and from their engagements, getting everyone signed up, lodging, etc.
One busy guy! Greg Thiel is the new
“cookie monster for SOR.
Very sad to report of the passing of
Eileen Nogrady, Michael’s wife. Memorial
services were held at the Smokey Hill
Vineyard in Centennial with a viewing
from 1-4 in Parker. Our prayers and sympathies goes out to big Mike and his family. New members include Paul Bonilla,
Raleigh Byer, Mike Debel, Cory Zentner, Brian Dunckel, Kevin Dunckel,
and Scott Schurman.

RMD Prelims in Rapid City, S.D.
Six of the 11 quartets competing are from Denver Mile High Chapter. Thanks George
and John Coffin, RMD VP Contest & Judging
1. Lights Out! (#501558) --- (college) --(T, L, b, B) Dustin Thomason, Nate Zenk, Wes Short, Patrick Maybury
2. Fastlane (#314833) --- Denver Mile High, CO
(T, L, b, B) Doyle Cline, Rod Sgrignoli, Gray Jackson, Gian Porro
3. 78 RPM (#500931) --- (Senior) --- D. Mile High, MountainAires & CS Metro, CO
(T, L, b, B) Michael Blaschke, Bob Fox, Tony Pranaitis, Woody Woods
5. Storm Front (#286100) --- Denver Mile High, CO
(T, L, b, B) Jeff Selano, Jim Clark, Darin Drown, Syd Libsack
6. Boiling Point (#501183) --- Denver Mile High, Longmont & Frank Thorne, CO
(T, L, b, B) David Ellis, Dan Testa, Michael Troyer, Chris Richards
8. Baseline (#312731) --- Denver Mile High & Frank Thorne, CO
(T, L, b, B) Steve Kientz, Chad Hoseth, Christopher Tatum, Geoff Quelch
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“Salute To America”

Denver MountainAires

Very Large Quartet

Annual Chapter Show

At A Moment’s
Notice

By Greg R Thiel

Letter From the Vice Principal

“52eighty” Pickup Quartet Sing
For Ft. Collins Middle School
By Bobby Young
Lincoln Middle School, Ft. Collins
Early in the month of March, Jimmy
Trapp asked Seth Fetzer, Brian Fox and
Travis Taberas to travel to Ft. Collins
and put on a half hour quartet show for
the students of Lincoln Middle School.
The show was an educational event to
help encourage our kids in their musical
endeavors outside of school.
Gino Panepinto, Lincoln’s music
teacher, expressed his enthusiasm about
the event, “When I discovered James
Trapp was apart of an internationally acclaimed chorus, I immediately thought this
would be a fantastic opportunity for the
kids to see an ordinary adult that they
know doing well at something he doesn’t
get paid for!”
The show was so well received that
teachers are constantly saying how much
our school choir has improved since then.
This has truly encouraged our staff to
pursue more educational opportunities
resembling this as a way of keeping our
students driven and engaged with the
futures in and outside the classroom.
Thanks, Denver Mile-High, for being an
incredibly encouraging musical attraction
for the youth of America!

“This Is Who We Are!”
By William Martin
Al Jolson once said, "Artistry is an inner
candle that burns brightly from the moment a performer takes the stage until it
is extinguished in an ash as he takes his
final bow." Last night we were treated by
Jay "Alphabet" Giallombardo to a master’s class in what it takes to achieve vocal artistry. Although it was a variation of
what we hear weekly from our excellent
musical leadership - Darin, Chris and
Matt, coming from an independent third

A big thank you goes
to the Denver MountainAires for their entertaining show this past Saturday, March 20th. The "Salute To America" show combined patriotic songs with
a wide variety of music traversing our
beautiful and culturally diverse country.
Songs like Coney Island Baby, Back
Home Again In Indiana, Georgia On My
Mind, San Francisco Bay Blues and a
plethora of other songs filled the show
venue with beautifully ringing chords.
Our travels across America were lead
by Guiseppi - a charming, humorous, and
directionally challenged host. In addition
to the Denver MountainAires chorus, a
large supporting cast of a cappella groups
Harmonic Miners, Rocky Mt. Magic,
UltraSoniX, Grace Notes, Joyful Noise,
Wheat Ridge High Singers, Chatfield
HS Boys Quartet, and Mile High's very
own 52eighty and the show's headliner
McPhly provided a nice balance of musical talent and showmanship. Although, I
have heard 52eighty and McPhly perform
a number of times, they never fail to deliver a vocally pleasing and high energy
performance. Both Mile High groups left
the audience wanting for more!

By Bob Cauley
We have a great opportunity to spread
barbershop harmony to the younger generation; we’ve been asked to give a presentation of our musical lifestyle to a group
of 5th and 6th graders from 1:30 to 2:30
pm at Meadow Point Elementary, Aurora
on Wednesday, April 21st.
A select group of the boys know our
arrangement of Lida Rose and would like
to sing with the Sound of the Rockies as
well as ringing a few tags afterwards. The
students will be of the male persuasion,
both ranging anywhere from age eleven
to forty, and the girls will be placed elsewhere with the female teachers.
Given that a good portion of the participants are in the elementary and middle
school age bracket, it would be great if we
could get our younger members to step
forward and participate….the music
teacher is requiring all male teachers to
attend, so who knows, we might have
some new SOR members on the horizon?

Competitors shirts for Philly are $15.00 each. They are white t-shirts with the
competitors listed on the back and the International logo on the front. Please
give checks or cash to me with your name and size by May 13th to Rod. These
shirts will NOT be available at contest so this will be your only chance to purchase them.
Paige Sgrignoli Tenorpaige01@aol.com
RMD Merchandising, Afterglows and Awards Chair

party in a different way seems to ingratiate itself into our soul.
How many times do I need to hear
"smaller mouth" and "corners tucked in"
until it sinks in? I don't know about you
but I'm really excited! We have world
class leadership, world class coaching,
world class arrangements by our own
Adam Reimnitz, Mr. Giallombardo and a
world class choreographer creating our
package (one of the few select choruses
she chooses to work with).

I might actually have to start believing
that we ARE a world class chorus who
produces sounds most choruses can only
dream of! I can't wait to get the whole
package and start layering out our visual
plan on top of the musical artistry. What
can I do as an individual? Focus at each
rehearsal, use what I learn, work on my
own, prepare and know everything perfectly before the contest qualification
process. One thing I can promise - when I
pin that gold medal on, I'm going to humbly recognize and thank each and every
one of you for being my backup singers.
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SOR Connection
Robert Fox cat4lead@yahoo.com
For all our new members and others that may not be aware, the SOR Connection,
the SOR auxiliary group made up of wives, family and friends that meets once a
month (Thursdays at 7:00 pm at the church). This month the group will be
discussing plans for International, Go for the Gold Show, the Friday morning
breakfast, makeup volunteers, and other information about International.
If you have someone that would like to know more about the group, become
involved or would like to receive the monthly newsletter, contact Susan Fox
at susanfox41@hotmail.com or cell 970-948-0091.

We have some NEW
folks who are joining our
Sound of the Rockies
family; please make them
feel welcome!

Scott Schurman
I was born in Columbus, NE and
raised in the northwest Iowa town of
Storm Lake. I am a second generation
golf course superintendent and my dad is
also a barbershopper. Having grown up in
the golf business, I received my degree
from Horry-Georgetown Technical College in Myrtle Beach, SC in Golf Course
Management. This will be my 32nd year
of working in the golf business and 18th
year as a golf course superintendent.
Currently I am the superintendent at
Kearney CC in Kearney, NE.
I have been singing since I was a kid
in church and school but didn’t start barbershop harmony until 1996. Since then I
can’t get enough of it. Due to my career, I
have sung in six choruses in four different
districts.
In 2000, I started the Cowboy Capital
Chorus in Ogallala, NE and I’m happy to
say that they are still very active. I also
had the honor of singing with the Tulsa
Founders Chorus while living in the
Tulsa area. I’m a member of the 1733
Chorus in Kearney and sing with Darin’s
dad Gary and I am a board member at
large.
The best part of my life is my family,
my wife Carol and our 20 month old son
Joseph. I enjoy all outdoor activities such
as gardening, lawn work and golf. I have
enjoyed my visits with the chorus and
look forward to getting to know and sing
with you.

Brian Dunckel
I have held every
Lansing, Michigan chapter office except Secretary and Treasurer,
served as show chairman
several times and served on too many
committees to count! I have been honored with both the President's Key Man
Award and BOTY by the Lansing chapter.
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Kevin Dunckel
I am currently 22
years old and I have
been involved in the
fine arts since 6th
grade. In high school I
played
percussion,
sang in multiple choirs, and was active in
theatre. My band and choirs allowed me
to travel and perform in Illinois, New
York, Missouri, Florida and California,
including the ACDA national conference in
Los Angeles, CA.
I graduated last May from Central
Michigan University with a Bachelor’s of
Fine Arts in Theatre. I am currently the
Technical Director of the Charlotte Performing Arts Center in Charlotte, MI.
Through working at Charlotte I have met
my amazing girlfriend Betsy.

I currently serve as President of the
Pioneer District (in my tenth year of
service to the Board/Management Team)
I have served the Society on several committees, and have been a COTS (now LA)
Faculty member since 2001.

I was raised on barbershop, I am in
my 7th year as a Society member and
have 11 “Men of Notes.” I have sung all
four parts in the chorus and have performed on two parts on the contest stage
in quartets. I have been a part of the
100% club having brought in five members in one year, and have been honored
with the "Unsung Hero" award, as well as
a district membership award.

I have sung bass in the mixed quartet
Sidekicks since 2004, in 2005 we won the
Buckeye Invitational Mixed Quartet Championship. I will compete in the upcoming
Pioneer District Quartet Contest (for the
first time ever in a quartet) with my senior quartet, Carte Blanche. I have competed on the International stage with
Grand Rapids (2001-02) and Mt Pleasant
(2008-10).

I have won two Pioneer District College Quartet Championships, and performed in the Collegiate Quartet Contest
in both Denver and Nashville. I have just
recently formed my sixth quartet and am
proud to have given 15 guys under the
age of 25, the chance to perform in a
quartet! I have also performed in the
International Chorus Contest the past two
years.

The chapter Board has begun a new
money making program for all SOR
members. If a member finds a location
and/or venue for the chorus to perform a
show at, and it's approved, there is a 15%
finders fee that SOR will pay to that individual. Documentation on this board approved program will be released soon.

I have held two chapter offices, VP of
Music and Performance and VP of Membership. I have served as the baritone
section leader for two years, and currently tenor section leader. I am also in
my fourth year as the head of the visual
team, and am starting to do some presentation coaching. I will be judging my
first contest this fall, as the Presentation judge in the Pioneer District's Bush
League Contest.

Adam Reimnitz has been named the
Music Education Czar for the Sound of
the Rockies. On the first Thursday of
every month, the chapter meeting will
contain educational opportunities for new
members. These opportunities including
arranging education, music education,
etc. For more questions, please ask Adam
Reimnitz.

I am looking forward to having another opportunity to sing in the International stage with my dad, and such a high
caliber chorus.
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Colby, Kansas

Presidential Ponderings

Congratulations to

Steven Ottem, ottserv5@gmail.com
We've been to City Limits and returned to tell about it. As usual, things
didn't go entirely as planned. The riser
crew functioned (thanks Rod Eisenbise,
Bruce Bandy, and Terry Froehm) but
had to return to the church with their burden because there was no room in the inn
for risers. So we stood flat on the floor
and sang our songs. Maybe a blessing in
disguise, as no one stumbled during the
step-forward endings. The Uncalled Four
marched to the front and sang their
songs. Uncalled Four has a Facebook
page.
And a funny thing happened to Gary
Horchem on his way out. A man approached him and gave him a $50 bill to
give to the chorus to purchase music or
for whatever we wanted to use it. Using
the super observation and detective skills
of various Tumbleweed members, it was
determined that the benefactor was Steve
Scott of Burlington. Don't forget to thank
Steve if you see him. Gary suggests we
send him two show tickets.
We returned to the church and worked
on Standing on the Corner and On the
Street Where You Live. The Uncalled
Four sang Shenandoah for us, Bruce
Bandy directed Keep The Whole World
Singing, we broke for coffee and a few
VLQ numbers by various members who
weren't ready to call it quits at 9 pm, even
though we began at 6:30.
We have four weeks to get our show
songs in shape, get our ads sold, get
posters out, pay your $10 for afterglow
and in-between-shows meal, and a thousand other last minute details.
To be ready for our show March 27, if
we pay attention to the dynamics, it will
make a lot of difference. The Under the
Boardwalk quartet was a nice surprise,
especially with Rod Eisenbise singing
baritone (a lead that can sing baritone?
Thanks to Sam Chestnut for the Saturday-nickel-coke reminiscence to set the
stage for Standing on the Corner, Phil
Knox for his work on ads (and coming
back from eye surgery), Bruce Bandy for
the flyers and work on sets and costume
assignments, *Tom* for getting the promos to the area radio stations, and everyone who sold ads and tickets.

Floyd Trail

Barbershopper
of the Year

Speaking of ads, we need to sell as
many as we can and March 11 will be the
deadline for ads, so get out this week and
sell. We need to be getting our flyers out
this week and next. If you didn’t pick any
up last week, you can get them this week.
Show press release is available for distribution to your local newspaper. I can email it, or if you will let me know, I will
make a print copy for you.
Our tech rehearsal will be on Tuesday, March 23 and March 25 will be dress
rehearsal at the Frahm Theater. You will
need your “costume” for that evening and
we will try to do the show just as we will
be doing it on March 27, except no make
up.
Director Tony Schroer will be on tour
with his jazz band this week. We wish him
well. We will be under Rod Eisenbise’s
direction for this week. Please work on
your tapes, thinking about soft and loud at
the appropriate places, getting good
vowel shapes, and coming in at the right
time.
Please pay Larry your $10 to cover
Afterglow and in-between-shows meal, if
you haven’t already done so. We will collect donations for the Lung Association to
be given in Owen Herndon’s name again
this week. We are still looking for folks to
help take tickets, hand out programs,
AND help with the silent auction.
We’ve been invited to sing Friday,
June 4 at the Chautauqua in Colby. Saturday June 12 in Herndon, we will be
singing at the Ox Roast along with the
Prairie Statesmen from McCook. Sign up
sheets will be floating around for the various dates to see if we have enough men
to man the bilges—er all four parts.
The Board met on April 1. We spent a
lot of time reviewing the 2010 annual
show (534 attendance, 252 at 3:30 and
282 at 7:30) and discussing the 2011
show. Other items included using three
ring binders to cut down dead time during
chapter meetings and to be ready for
guests, purchasing new shirts, and bringing Chuck Greene to Colby next fall.

The show and music committees met
following the board meeting. The theme
for 2011 will be Broadway. Music VP Bob
Renner will have pen and pad at hand to
take song suggestions. Plans are to make
a song list, see what is available, order
inspection copies, choose a half-dozen or
so, and make our own learning CD’s, all
to be ready by June. Ambitious, but we
can do it with your help. A great big thank
you to everyone who helped make our
2010 annual show a success. Special
thanks to:
Bruce Bandy for getting us Acoustix
and taking care of them, doing the set,
and working on the program.
Sam Chestnut, Kenny, Kevin, Jim,
and Dan for taking speaking parts.
Phil Knox for all his work on printing
off and getting ad assignments out, collecting ads, and taking care of the presentation to the Owen Herndon family.
Tony Schroer for hosting our program, working on set and the sound system, taking a big speaking part, not to
mention directing us.
Al, Gary, and Warren for learning our
songs and singing with us on the show.
To all the Colby guys for handling the
break down and clean up of the theatre
Sunday morning.
To everyone else for selling ads and
tickets, learning your music, and all the
things you all did to make this show a
success.

Phil Knox presented a plaque to Pat and
Joel Herndon, recognizing Owen Herndon’s accomplishment of International
Bulletin Editor of the Year and his 25
years of dedication to the Tumbleweed
Chorus. Phil also presented Pat with a
beautiful bouquet.
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Tumbleweed Chorus at Annual Show March 27, 2010

Chapter president Steve Ottem
awarded the Barbershopper of the
Year certificate to Floyd Trail.
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Members of Prairie Rose Harmony

Acoustix entertaining the crowd

Pick up your three-ring binder and put
your music in it. Thanks to Rod for handling the details and getting us the binders. The idea is to have music ready for
chapter meeting or performance and
avoid some of the hassle of handing out
or searching through your valise for music
during the meeting.
We are having a contest to select a
design to serve as the front cover of our
three-ring binders. Submit your ideas to
Rod Eisenbise or any chapter officer.
Your idea for an appropriate prize for the
winner will also be appreciated. “Give My
Regards to Broadway” is the new song of
the evening); return guest Devon Jipping
and Paul Schrick, who sang with us previously while he was attending Colby
Community College; a display and discussion of new shirts (thanks director Tony
Schroer for bringing the samples and
leading the discussion — a bowling-style
shirt seems to be the favorite); and a
great time was had quartetting a variety of
songs. We are still looking for a bass or
two for June 12 at the Herndon Ox Roast,
and a baritone or three for the Chautauqua in Colby on Friday June 4.

Uncalled Four
Gary Horchem, L Al Finkbeiner, b
Warren Stafford, B
Bruce Bandy, T

Owen Herndon was named
Bulletin Editor of the year at
the RMD convention
in Rapid City April 23
23--25.
His 2009 issues of the

Tumblewords
We have been invited to a guest night
in McCook on Tuesday May 25. The
meeting will be at 7 pm at the Church of
the Nazarene. It will be a good chance to
practice a few of the numbers that we will
be doing jointly with the Prairie Statesmen at the Ox Roast. Also, the McCook
show is Saturday May 1. Guest quartets
are Storm Front and Patent Pending. At
the June 4 Chautauqua we'll perform from
7:00 to 7:25 pm.

are now entered in the
Int’l Bulletin Contest (IBC).

Chef Floyd Trail gets his “just desserts!”
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Tumbleweeds 2010 Show
The Colby chapter, Tumbleweed Chorus, under the direction of Tony Schroer held their annual show for
2010 on March 27 at Frahm Theatre on the campus of Colby Community College. Show times were 3:30 and
7:30 pm. Their theme was “Malt Shop Barbershop.”
Acoustix highlighted both performances. For Jason January and Todd Wilson, it was a return to the Colby
stage. Both sang with Class of the 80’s along with Jeff Oxley on the 1990 show, just prior to forming Acoustix
and winning the 1990 Quartet Championship.
The Colby show provided a great variety with Acoustix’ many styles of music; Prairie Rose Harmony, a local
ladies’ barbershop group; Uncalled Four, a registered quartet; and Misplaced Parts, a pickup quartet, as well
as the Tumbleweed Chorus performed.

McCook Sing & Have Fun Day
Sept 25, 2010

Thanks to Sam Chestnut for bringing
guest Phil Stover. Devon Jipping returned as John’s guest. Thanks to Floyd
Trail for sharing his life history. The
chapter will be attending the vocal concert before April meeting in Tony’s band
room at the Cultural Arts Center on the
Campus of Colby Community College.
7:30—8:30 (or thereabouts) featuring the
C3 Four — Garrett Jones, Josh Weed,
Terry Lay, and Tony Schroer. Then
back to the chapter meeting to sing Swing
Down Chariot, Tweet Tweet, I’m Sittin’
on Top of the World (hope you have
some music, folder is empty), This Little
Light of Mine, Standing on the Corner,
Tumblin’ Tumbleweeds, or others as you
request. See you at the concert.
“I’m glad we came to the concert,”
was a frequently heard comment last
Thursday evening. The concert was fun.
For the many barbershoppers in the audience, the highlight was Josh, Terry,
Garrett, and Tony singing Ain’t Dat a
Shame and My Wild Irish Rose. They did
a great job and made all of us proud. Ice
cream bars were served by Carlotta
McDermott in honor of Kenny Corke’s
89th birthday. Phil Stover returned for
another visit; I’m Sittin’ on Top of the
Wuhld still needs polishing. Entries for the
front cover illustration of our three-ring
binders expanded to three, thanks to Jim
Rarick. Tony Schroer brought another
shirt sample. We will choose a shirt this
week and it will cost about $40.

The Prairie Statesmen (McCook) will
host the area "Sing and Have Fun" day.
We would like to extend to you an invitation to come to McCook on Sept. 25,
2010 for a day of good fellowship along
with lots of song. I know it is early, but we
want you to get this date on your calendar.
We will meet at the McCook City Auditorium Saturday morning. Jim Bagby will
work with us through the day, and we will
have a program that evening. Jim will be
available on Friday evening to give some
coaching to any of your quartets that want
it. We would invite your quartets to perform Saturday evening if they desire to do
so.
The songs that we’ll use are When
There Is Love At Home, Can You Feel the
Love Tonight, Sweet Adeline, Wait Til the
Sun Shines Nellie, and Fun In Just One
Lifetime. We will provide the music to
those that don't have it, and also one
learning CD for each participating chapter.
The cost will be $30 per participant.
This is to pay for the refreshments, a catered light lunch at noon, the auditorium
rent, and the music. As we get closer to
Sept. 25th, if you have any questions,
contact Clair Rumford, Don Blank, or
Bill Graves.

Tony Schroer
Chorus Director

The camaraderie and good times
of our chapter meeting last Thursday,
May 20th, was subdued greatly by Tony
Schroer’s request to be released from his
position as chorus director.
Tony cited increasing duties of his
job (taking over sound system at the Cultural Arts Center), a growing and active
family, and his inability to do the job of
director well enough to meet his standards due to lack of time as reasons for
his difficult decision. While we can all
sympathize with Tony, we sincerely regret losing his leadership. Tony promises
to remain a member of the chorus and of
the baritone section. Tony explained one
of the drawbacks of being director of the
band or chorus is not getting to perform,
something he looks forward to in his role
as a regular chapter member.
In addition to the board meeting, the
chapter meeting was devoted to working
on songs for our June 4th and June 12th
dates. While we will be working on those
numbers for the next two chapter meetings, we will be doing some other things
as well. So, attend chapter meetings even
if you can’t make Chautauqua or the Ox
Roast. It was great to see Bruce Frahm
and Paul Schrick back in the baritone
section.
Three of us will be attending the Prairie Statesmen’s guest night in McCook
Tuesday. We’ll meet at the Lutheran
Church in Atwood at 6:25 pm and leave
for McCook at 6:30 pm. You are welcome to go with us. We really need a
baritone.
We will be wearing the new chorus
shirts and gray pants for the Chautauqua
performance. Sam Chestnut and Kenny
Corke have volunteered to help with MC
duties for Chautauqua. We need three
more toastmasters; please step up!
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Fritz Allen
Bernalillo County President
fritzallen@comcast.net
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Bernalillo County PR
In Good Hands with

Arnie Routson
Echoes from the
Duke City Sound
In mid-April we had our annual Showfest! We had a dozen
high school show choirs this year with groups from New Mexico, Texas and Utah. I believe it was a strong success. At the end
of this month we will be singing a series of Queen songs with
the New Mexico Symphony Orchestra and a traveling group
with a soloist. This has the potential of being a big deal for us
because we will hit a larger and different audience.
Our Annual Show is in early June as is
a performance at the Albuquerque Isotopes baseball game. At the end of June
we will host our annual Youth Harmony Camp in Socorro, New Mexico.
Kids come from all over the state for that.
I believe our outreach to the community is
probably higher than any other chapter in
the district and things continue to go well
for the DCS but membership remains a
Director
real issue. The Summit continue to fill
Farris Collins
show requests. They quit competing but
they didn’t quit singing!

June 4, 2010
7:00 pm
DCS Annual Show

“All you need is LOVE”
Desert Springs Church
705 Osuna Road NE
Albuquerque, NM 87113

Our chapter recommends Arnold
Routson as Public Relations Officer of
The Year. Arnie hails from the Duke City
Sound, the chorus of the Bernalillo
County Chapter, Rocky Mountain District,
of the Barbershop Harmony Society (S20). Arnie has been exceedingly effect at managing our public relations effort in the Albuquerque area.
He is a long time television executive who is now managing
his own business aimed at increasing ad sales in independent TV
Stations. I was President of the chapter recently and worked with
Arnie on most of what follows. However, I would never have had
the ideas described. Arnie got amazing results on a shoestring
budget. He organized the production of a recruiting oriented TV
Commercial for the chorus. He got this ad classified as a public
service announcement and the ad ran often in our area at no cost
to us. He persuaded a local advertising Agency to take our chorus on as a pro bono client and this resulted in a change of logo
and chorus name.
He recruited a photographer who has generated dozens of
useful photos for us at a wide variety of events at no cost. He
generated both print and electronic publicity for our annual show,
our Valentines singing effort and our youth outreach programs Youth Harmony Camp and Showfest! He has created a series of
marketing documents that reach to individuals as well as businesses and other organizations.
He has driven our website developer to make the site more
practical, attractive and a better recruiting tool. He sells ads for
our programs and works with our members who are less willing
to take on this activity. Arnie developed newspaper articles extolling the virtues of Barbershop singing that benefited all the choruses in the Albuquerque area of both genders.
Arnie is a constant idea generator and has a high degree of
follow through. His broad expertise in public relations and marketing, as well as his energy have been critical to the continued
development of the chorus. By happenstance, our chorus is primarily made up of scientists and engineers. Arnie's skill set is
extraordinarily welcome in this group and he has seized the opportunity to publicize the chorus with remarkable focus and enthusiasm. Arnie assigns himself tasks and completes them essentially single handedly. He is a PR machine and the ultimate
volunteer. He is talented, motivated, able, and a good bass too.

Here’s a neat feature of the Bernalillo County website. It’s a service to encourage the formation of new quartets — wow!

Log in page
4harmony is serving New Mexico to help match up singers with other like minded/members singers to form pickup quartets for
special events or gigs. It is entirely up to the quartet to decide whether they want to just try the quartet out, stay as a quartet and
compete by registering, or become a professional quartet. This area is designed to also assist in research and development of a
quartet to the ends of match and blend, when the time comes to compete or perform. If this is the first time you have ever
logged into this area, just enter a username only. If the name is taken it will tell you that it has already been taken.
If you are returning to this area please enter your password along with your user name.
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THANK YOU STERLING
There are a few special events that
define how great this barbershop harmony family can be. One such event was
our trip to Sterling on Saturday, wow!
With special thanks to Curt Kimball and
Brad Anderson, we were treated to a
first class event.
72 of our best singers made their way
to Sterling - either on a cushy bus ride, or
by car, or broken car (ask Ron Kientz
and Mike Wakefield for details). James
Harper even decided last minute to drive
up and back to participate.
How could we ever survive without
John Manion pulling risers to and from
Sterling? Thanks John. Once in Sterling,
we found a large dressing room, and a
well appointed stage with great sound.
Under the able leadership of Chris
Vaughn and Matt Swann we set out to
sing two GREAT shows with the incomparable Bege Martin handling the MC
chores. Two almost sold out houses
really made for a fun audience. Thanks to
Sherry Fuller and Jess Helms for selling
LOTS of CDs to our Sterling friends before, during, and after the show!
Who will forget the costume adjustments by Richard Anderson and Seth
Fetzer. Oh, and Seth Fetzer almost stopping the evening show with new Latin
words for his solo on Ave Maria. I wonder if any in the audience actually spoke
Latin and translated what he said? Between shows we were treated to a fabulous buffet dinner in a huge ballroom at
the Student Union. And we were entertained by the men and ladies of Sterling including songs from US Male and Gold
Rush.
You want to know how fast we can
break down the risers and load them into
the trailer? By my count, it took about
five minutes for the risers to get outside,
and another 10 minutes to get them in the
truck. It’s nice to have everyone help,
isn't it?
But the night wouldn't be complete
without the ride home....thanks to Deb
and Andy Holt, the buses were well
stocked with drinks and munchies! A
couple of short hours later, and lots of
laughs, we got home...climbed into bed
exhausted but very happy! LET'S DO IT
AGAIN!
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Comments From
Our Host
Tuesday, March 16th

Curt Kimball
jucukimb@kci.net
WOW! What a
weekend! I just came
from chapter meeting and the guys are
still walking on air. Members of the audience at the show are profuse with their
compliments. It is a pleasure to get
around this small town where so many
people know each other and hear them
raving about the best choral concert they
have ever attended. I mean-four standing
ovations!? Whew! Sterling was really
ready for this concert. And I for one don't
see why we can't do it again next year,
same time, same venue. Only this time
we will have two sell outs based on the
word that is going around town this week
about what an outstanding concert it was.
Would you believe that the only negative
comment I have heard was that "They
sang too loud." And that was from one
our wives! Oh, well.
And of course, don't forget the exciting drama in the audience front row when
one of the audience decided to have a
seizure right in the middle of our song!
One of our audience told me that she
thought it was handled well. Well, it was,
except that someone called 911 and the
fire dept first responders showed up in
their outfits followed four minutes later by
the ambulance crew with their stretcher.
Made for an interesting scene. Drama!
That's what we like in Sterling.
And I must tell you one more thing. In
WWII, one of our enemies was Italy, ruled
at that time by Benito Mussolini. The Italians had invaded North Africa and we had
to first help the British drive them out of
Africa during the early stages of the war.
We took a lot of prisoners and of course
had to do something with them. Well, they
established Prisoner Of War camps
around the country and one of those
POW Camps was built up at Sidney, NE,
45 miles north of Sterling. One of those
POW's was a 21 year old scrawny kid
mechanic by the name of Emanuele
Campanella.
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He was a pretty good mechanic, so
they put him to work at the Sidney Ordnance Facility making sure the forklifts
necessary for moving the bombs, etc.
were kept in good repair. He and his
friend became acquainted with two American girls working at the facility-one, a
bookkeeper and the other a forklift driver.
He especially liked the forklift driver and
needless to say, the forklift broke down a
lot and needed a lot of his attention!
When the war was over, he was
shipped back to Italy. Several months
later his girl friend sailed to Italy and they
were married a little later. She returned to
the US in March of 1947, pregnant with
their first child, and he was able to come
to the States three months later arriving in
Sidney on June 24, one day before their
1st daughter was born on the 25th.
They had two more girls and then
finally a boy in 1961. His wife died shortly
thereafter. They had moved to Sterling in
about 1949 and he has had a variety of
jobs and enterprises, almost all of them
associated with the automotive business.
He now is 88 YEARS OLD and works in
one of our members automotive parts
store repairing starters, generators, and
all things electrical. John says it is not
unusual for Campy to break out into song
in the back of the store as he is repairing
a generator or lawn mower engine, most
of the time in Italian.
At the next to the last Christmas concert, Dec 7, 2008, Pearl Harbor Day, we
recognized all of our veterans. Later then,
I asked if there were any veterans that
had served in the big war, meaning WWII
of course. Only one man stood up, initially. Then someone pointed down to the
end of the third row, and there sat
Campy, who of course is a WWII veteran,
even though he was fighting on the other
side. We made him stand up. Sometimes
it's fun living in a small town.
Which brings me finally to the point of
this whole saga. Campy was at our show,
sitting pretty close to the front as he always does. As we were singing Ave
Maria, one of our Sterling members happened to look over at Campy sitting there
with tears streaming down his face! It’s
amazing what emotions music can bring
out of us human beings. And SOR can do
it with the best of them.

Thanks to all of the guys in SOR who
made for us all a wonderful weekend!

Curt Kimball
and all the Barbershoppers and Sweet
Adelines in Sterling
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As the premiere young men’s chorus in the
state of New Mexico, the 505 Chorus is
founded on the principles of fraternity and
brotherhood and is committed to perfecting
the craft of a cappella harmony. However,
there is always room on the risers for more
young men who share these goals and the
505 Chorus is on a quest to find committed
and hard-working young men to join them!
If you have a passion for a cappella music
and love to perform, the 505 Chorus is just
what you are looking for! Come immerse
yourself in the wonderful world of harmony,
join us in a song, and experience singing
like you’ve never experienced it before! If
you would like material before hand or have
questions regarding membership, you can
email Tyler Jones.
Visit us every Friday 5-7:45 PM at First
United Methodist Church, 314 Lead Ave SE
Albuquerque, NM 87102.

“The 505” — Co
Co--directors Michael Stokes & Ivan Miller
The 505 Chorus began on August 31, 2008.
Four young men, after years of talking about
creating a young men’s chorus in town, decided that it was time to turn their words into
actions. They started out with an interest
meeting in which 15 young men attended.
They shared laughs, sang tags, and presented everyone with the idea of going to
Pasadena, California to compete in the Inter-

national Youth Barbershop Festival. The support and enthusiasm was so contagious the
following week they had a turn out of 22 men.
Currently with 30 men, the chorus is only in
its beginning stages, yet they are already actively sought out for performances and with
amazing potential and members of immense
diversity and talents, they are on a quest to
take the world of harmony by storm!

Co-Director- Michael Stokes is a senior at the University of New Mexico. He is currently studying under Jacqueline Zander-Wall, mezzo-soprano, in pursuit of a Bachelor's Degree in Vocal Performance. Recently, he
played the role of flamboyant Frenchman Triquet, in the UNM Opera Studio production of Eugene Onegin.
Also, he was recently named the state representative for the MTNA Young Artist Competition. Currently he is
organizing a tribute concert to the heritage of Gabriel Fauré in French art song, and plans on donating the proceeds to a worthy musical cause. While his studies at UNM keep him busy, Michael also finds time to record
original music. He has published three full-length recordings of all-original material, one of which is currently
available on iTunes. He was awarded an honorable mention in the International Songwriting Contest in 2006.

Co-Director- Ivan Miller is a first-year Senior at the University of New Mexico pursuing a degree in Vocal
Performance with a Piano Performance Minor, and working on both his Thesis in Composition and his Music
Education Certificate. Ivan has taught piano lessons for five years and has been a soloist in various UNM
Operas. He is an award winning bass/baritone soloist. Ivan has worked as a pianist, clinician, worship
leader, and section leader for various events, churches, and choruses. He has been very involved with
UNM as a Resident Advisor, New Student Orientation Leader, work with Senate, and his Christian Fraternity
Kappa Upsilon Chi; and plans to graduate in May of 2010 then pursue a Master's Degree in Vocal Performance.
Ivan's barbershop experience is extensive as well. He has been a competing member of the Duke City
Sound for five years and is the Youth Development Vice President. He has sung in four quartets, two of
which were competitive, the latest taking top ten in the Rocky Mountain District. He is a member of the Westminster chorus out of
California which he travels to for performances and rehearsals. Westminster took the coveted international champion title in 2007,
taking gold out of hundreds of choruses world-wide. He is very passionate about The 505 Chorus and believes it’s a dream come
true to have a competitive men's a cappella chorus in Albuquerque finally.
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SPEAKEASY
Contact: Scott Bustios
Tim is our local county fire fighter.
He's into hiking, rock climbing and
booze. Not in "that" way. He's a bartender on the side and loves to learn
about cocktails and beers and is always
ready to serve you one. Tim will pick up
a guitar and play you a tune as you enjoy
your tasty beverage
David is our funny man and cell
phone service provider. When he's on his
down time, he's making EVERYONE
around him laugh. He loves fencing & is
a big video gamer. He dabbles in everything but if you don't see him gaming,
he's probably strumming the guitar.
Noah is our straight man and token
nice guy. You'll probably never meet a
nicer person than Noah. He's our computer guy and he too is a fencing fool.
Noah, also big on gaming and strumming
the guitar can also play a mean bag pipe
and sport a sexy kilt look that makes the
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ladies scream.....and wonder?
Scott is our token old guy. He's older
than everyone and he's married. Scott is
always the insane one of the group.
David will get you to laugh cause of his
wit, Scott will get you to laugh cause he's
a twit. Always talking and shmoozing,
he'll get you to smile, will sing you a tune
anywhere at anytime and loves to host
some wild shenanigans at his place.
Scott's no instrumentalist but he can play
a mean air trumpet!
David, Tim, Noah & Scott have been
very good friends for several years now.
Each have been members of the Duke
City Sound (previously the Duke City
Chorus). They all met and became
friends through the DCS. They have always loved singing but school, work,
travel, family and all that life throws at
you had prevented them from coming
together. Thanks largely in part to the
505, all four are singing regularly and
formed Speakeasy to hang out, have tons
of laughs and make some fun and pretty
music along the way.

Billy Nguyen
chunkyburger@gmail.com
Speakeasy is a new quartet in our chorus. We also have two
other quartets that perform around town called Wingmen and J3t
Quartet. The Distance quartet was made up of members from
The 505 chorus from Pasadena (all four of them). The baritone
of that quartet was the guy who arranged "Somebody to Love" in
The 505 set list this year. His name is Ross Hansen. He's a very
gifted guy and he resides in San Diego, CA.
We're still going on very strong with a bright future. Members
of the chorus run everything behind the scenes, even the musical
leadership. We will be changing directors in the fall when Michael Stokes leaves and Ivan Miller leaves for a graduate program at the Manhattan School of Music.
Tampa was a great time for all the guys! At first it looked very
unrealistic due to the financial issues of flying out there but the
people in Albuquerque are so amazingly supportive of the group
and went to our MANY fundraisers and shows and even were
generous enough to donate money to us to make it all happen.
Albuquerque may be on the smaller side but the support we have
is immeasurable.
We proudly took fourth. The talent level every year seems to
keep elevating. The two barbershop songs we sang this year
literally raised 10% from last year so we
were very happy taking 4th to such talented groups! We're very proud to be
part of the singing in the RMD district and
to have two choruses represent the top
four groups was a big thing, and to have
one of our own win the title was just icing.

The 505
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This summer for the first time ever, we're
putting on a show we'd like to call the
"New Mexico Men's Showcase" where

David Wolf, bari Scott Bustios, Tenor
Noah Langenwalter, Lead Tim Cox, Bass

Albuquerque, NM

many professional male choruses around NM (including Farris
Collins, Duke City Sound, and Jamie Arrington's New
Mexichords) are invited to come sing with us on stage. Each
chorus will get a 13-15 minute slot. For the grand finale, The 505
chorus, along with every male singer to have graced that stage
(about 200+ male voices), will be singing 2-3 pieces together.
Our choice of professional clinician will be Greg Lyne. We hope
this will unite men from all different a capella backgrounds in on
evening of amazing music and also help change the stigma of
Barbershop singing in other choruses.

Executive Board

Section Leaders

President - Mario Hernandez
VP Membership - Tyler Jones
VP Performance - Lars Olsen
Treasurer - Tony Zancanella
Secretary - Scott Bustios

Tenor - Tyler Jones
Lead - Michael Stokes
Bari - Jesse Herrera
Bass - Ivan Miller
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52eighty Strikes Gold!
After taking 2nd place in 2009 in Pasadena, CA, 52eighty had a great time in Tampa, Florida with
a first place finish at the chorus Competition on January 30th, 2010. With a score of 83.5%,
Denver's Youth Barbershop Chorus was incredibly honored to be named the society's Grand
Champion in the 3rd Annual International Youth Chorus Competition.
www.barbershop.org/youthchorus
www.barbershop.org/midwinter

Chapter Officers

Chris Vaughn
Director

Matt Swann
Director

Brian Fox
(N. Colorado)
Tenor Section Leader

Travis Tabares
(N. Colorado)
Bass Section Leader
Internal Vocal Coach

Mike Davidson
Baritone Section Leader
Visual Team
Admin

Wes Short
(Colorado State)
Baritone Section Leader
Admin







Travis Tabares (N. Colorado)
Mike Davidson
Chris Vaughn
Matt Swann
Brian Fox (N. Colorado) (creator)

http://www.52eightychorus.com

Denver, Colorado

Chapter News
Denver MountainAires
Tony Pranaitis, reporting
Our March show, the first annual
spring show under our new Director,
Dr. Bob Klimek, was an American
travelogue with songs about our great nation from Manhattan to Hawaii. Guests 52eighty Youth Chorus and
McPhly were a huge hit.

“505” photos by Miller Photography, Louisville, KY

We'll present a western patriotic show on June 26, and
we're contemplating a "Barbershop Murder Mystery"
show for October. Our new Director and his wife have
written award-winning Murder Mystery boxed packages
and this is one of their latest creations (the clues to solving the mystery are in the songs).
We recently hosted Chuck Greene from Asheville, NC
to present his workshop Compellingly Attractive Chapter
Meetings. There were over 50 attendees, including 11
from our chapter. Hopefully this will result in higher vitality
for ALL chapters who attended.
Our Director is the Music Department Chair at Colorado School of Mines, and will be leading a tour of engineering students to Viet Nam for the month of July. We'll
miss him but we are proud of his contribution to help lift
this needy nation.

“52eighty” photos by Lorin May, BHS

Editor’s Note: What Tony didn’t mention is that his
“other quartet,” one of three, is the recently formed seniors quartet 78 RPM who recently stepped into the competition waters in Rapid City at the Spring Convention.
Singing with Tony are Bob Fox, lead, Woody Woods,
bass, and Michael Blaschke, tenor, from Denver Mile
High and Colo. Springs Metro. Tony also sings baritone in
the UltraSoniX and Joyful Noise (mixed quartet).
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Longmont, Colorado

high notes
Gil Norris, editor, ghn@infionline.net
www.harmonize.com/longmont

Barbershopping 60 years ago
(it was a bit different in1950)
By Bob Grigsby
What can I say about my first year in barbershopping? Let me say that
it was great fun. First off, I was single and had no serious commitments. I
joined the Washington, D.C. chapter, having been invited by a friend of my
dad’s, who had heard me sing in a quartet at my college fraternity house
at the University of Maryland. The D.C.
chapter was quite large (over 200 members) with two choruses and many quartets.
The quartets were expected to sing at every
chapter meeting and the quartets were
given time away from the meeting to rehearse. Society Administration was relatively small. Executive Secretary Carroll
Adams was reachable at any time by
phone and he was backed up by strong
District Presidents. Judging was more simple than now. We had fewer categories and
fewer judges in each category. Feedback
was instantaneous.
My first year was spent singing in a
quartet with two lobbyists on Capitol Hill.
These guys had us singing at the drop of a
hat, and for some relatively important events, too. I sang in the Capitol
rotunda, for the President’s cup regatta, for the launching of the U.S.S.
United States, and for many congressional parties and many charities.
There were a lot of visitations between chapters by both quartets and choruses, and one had to be careful not to sing a song made popular by a
particular quartet when you were in their own backyard. The penalty was
that the quartet would sing it back at you, only better.
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Lyricist/composer/guitarist
and now barbershopper is
Joe Montante. His musical
background begins in sixth
grade as a percussionist in
the grade school band,
continuing as a snare drummer throughout high school
and college in the concert
band and orchestra. He also
plays guitar and piano. He played lead guitar in a four
piece band throughout high school and into sophomore
year of college before hanging up the guitar to pursue a
medical education.
“Over the last two years I wrote a musical called
“Woman Of The World,” writing the script and composing 13 songs with words and music on piano and guitar.
A lawyer and a filing clerk fall in love and discover what
is really important in life,” he says. One of his goals is to
get it to the stage someday. His singing experience includes singing lead in his rock bands and singing tenor
in the St. John the Baptist choir for a year. He also plays
guitar with the St. Francis choir, and that's how he met
barbershopper Ed Fitzgerald. “Other interests include
skiing, running, hiking and rafting. My wife, Debbie, and I
ski and scuba dive together. We have twins, Amber and
Marie, who are 12. We all ski as a family, and are planning a two month trip to Europe this summer. “I first
heard LPC at the Christmas concert. After the show I
went up to bari Dan Chaikin and told him about the
musical I had written. Dan invited me to a rehearsal and I
showed up in early January to check it out. The rest is
history in the making,” he says.

I think the biggest change is in the technology. If we wanted to learn a
new song sung by the national champion, we would buy the record and
play it a hundred times to (scrape) the parts off by ear. Of course today
you just call Nashville and ask for an arrangement. We did have the
SONGS FOR MEN book sets, ten in all, and we knew most of those by
heart. The style of singing was for the most part high and bright in those
days. I don't think the dark tones came in until after the Four Hearsemen
were champs. We sang lots of stuff in E flat and above in the Bud Arberg
style. It seemed to me I always had a sore throat and always carried Sucrets.
Woodshedding was really big, and everybody could do some singing
by ear. In my judgement, today’s arrangements have caused us to lose
some of the spontaneity of barbershopping. The craft is better now, but
the experience is not as much fun. The high skill it takes to be a great chorus demands constant rehearsal of fewer and fewer songs. The variety
and the fellowship suffers. In 1950, singing was singing, not dancing or
jumping around or playing football onstage. In those days there was no
interaction between barbershoppers and Sweet Adelines. We knew them,
but they weren't on our shows and we weren't on theirs.
I think that if a person gets a thrill out of ringing chords, it becomes
addicting, and the time and place doesn't seem to matter much. I love
barbershopping today as I did in 1950, but I recognize my abilities have
diminished with the years. I’ve never slowed down in encouraging men
and women of all ages to sing as a means of beautifying the world around
us.

From the Longmont Trail-Gazette

“Senior Moments” sings for
Estes Park senior citizens
Jack Gibbs, tenor, (Bob Grigsby unavailable), Bill Westley,
lead (Gene Melick unavailable), Gerry Swank, bass and
Merle Moore, baritone, sing to Estes Park sweethearts.
The Valentines Day road show hit the roads, finding
smiling faces at each of the residences where they
entertained across the Estes Valley. “This crowd
loves barbershop music. Singing to them is a blast.
We’ve been at it for15 years,” said Gerry Swank.
Their appearance is sponsored by local businesses.
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Who’s that barbershopper?
by Don Wilson
Jim Cole is an energetic, high profile
member of our group. Jim was born in Oakland, California and was raised in the San
Francisco Bay area and yes — he remains
a loyal Oakland Raider fan. He migrated to
Colorado to attend the University of Colorado. His graduate school effort paid off and
he became a geologist. It is remarkable that
a geologist holding a post graduate degree became an accomplished baritone, teacher and administrator. Jim has given generously of his time and talent to support and promote the Longs
Peak Chorus.
Jim's music experience extends back to the first grade of elementary school. He has been continuously engaged in some
form of vocal music since that time. He joined the Boulder Timberliners chapter in 1977. During the time he lived in Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia, he was a member of the Camelodians (1981-85).
It was our good fortune when Jim transferred chapters and began
his association with the Longmont barbershoppers in 1994. Jim
has participated in all shows and contests since becoming a
member of our group. He’s currently singing baritone in the Four
Keeps senior quartet

Ruby Blue, a Sweet Adelines quartet from Denver, was in fine
shape vocally at the chapter meeting last week. Kaly Warner,
Jocelyn Nguyen, Heather Tavel, and Rebecca Richards were
here to get some live audience practice time for their appearance at the Region 8 competition in May. They were nothing
short of fantastic. We can’t wait to see how they score!

Jim has served as President, PVP, Show Chairman, and section leader. He has held every office and every position of responsibility in our organization. As former Music VP, he was our
vocal "drill instructor." He devised methods of motivation, demonstrated vocal technique, and helped us as we attempt to master
the "finer points" of singing. In
recognition of his hard work
and dedication he has been
Barbershopper of the Year
in both Longmont and Boulder!
In his spare time, Jim enjoys exercise/jogging, golf and
carpentry. It comes as no
surprise that Jim is attracted
to leisure activities that stress
self discipline (jogging), the
repetitive execution of complex neuromuscular skills (golf) and the mastery and execution of
multiple creative skills (carpentry). These personal attributes are
apparent in the way he generates music. On stage, he appears
comfortable and relaxed because of his methodical preparation
and broad experience.

Longmont holds live audience show practice at Brighton
By Gil Norris
Jim Cole rushed back from the quartet contest at Rapid City,
South Dakota (along with his seniors quartet winner Four Keeps,
James Curts, Doug Norman and Dave Waddell) to be a big
part of our “two weeks before the real thing” show at Brighton’s
First Presbyterian Church. Along with quartets Senior Sound and
Next Week, the Longs Peak Chorus sang many of this year’s
show tunes for the first time in public. Naturally fill-in director
Cole might have been a little apprehensive. He needn’t have
been. The Brighton audience packed nearly every corner of the
church and were one of the warmest audiences we’ve ever faced.
Many were moving with the music in their chairs. Some were
mouthing the words of the songs they knew. They were on their
feet at the end of the show and were effusive with the compliments. Smiles on the singers’ faces said that this was a fun group
to perform for. What a great way to get ready for the real show.

Don’t forget about Chautauqua July 24th in Boulder
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Longmont chapter show

“On the Road Again” dazzles audience
By Gil Norris
By any measure the hard work of the chorus members, the directors, and the show committee
people paid off at our 2010 annual spring show on May 8. With technical rehearsal, matinee show
and evening show all happening in one day, the singers were quite worn out after more than 12
hours of barbershopping; the directors and show committeemen even more so. Dave Waddell reported that some of the audience were moved to tears by several of our quiet ballads, especially
Shenandoah. Dave’s ticket records showed that there were 56 more paying customers than we sang
to last year.
Lots of hours on stage but it’s all worth it when the audience says “Thank you. You were great.”

“This was a show of champions,”
commented production chairman Jim
Cole. “We had the Region 8 Sweet
Adelines champs Synergy, the RMD
champs Boiling Point, the current
RMD senior quartet champions Four
Keeps, and our other four chapter
(they were great) quartets.”
Larry Jones (the man in charge)
made sure that there were no bad
surprises on show day. Other show
committee members working with
him were Gerry Swank, Dan Chaikin, Jack Kinney, Bill Sachs, Mark
Turner, Chris Vaughn, Bob Reed
and JR Homan. Those who sold tickets and advertising, fed the actors,
got the audience to the seats, made
the announcements, etc. Everyone
was part of our successful 2010
Longmont show. Thank you all!
Longs Peak Chorus
High Notes, June 2010
Gil Norris, editor

Boiling Point
Dave Ellis, T, Michael Troyer, L
Chris Richards, Bs, Matt Swan, Br

Synergy, Skyline Sweet Adelines

Jeanne Stratton, T, JC Ford, L
Sandi Knutson, Bs, Kim Andrews, Br

Four Keeps
Dave Waddell, T, Doug Norman, L
James Curts, Bs, Jim Cole, Br

Gold Rush, Denver Mile High

No Vacancy

Senior Sounds

John Coffin, Br, Jim Asmus, Bs
Jeff Click, L, Kevin Pape, T

Luke Lorenz, Br, JR Homan, Bs
OJ Pratt, L, Paul West, T

Bruce Grauberger, T, Jerry Donnolly, L
Larry Jones, Bs, Dick Kitchner, Br

The guys said they’d have
a photo to me by…..
yup, you guessed it

NEXT WEEK!
Next Week

Coconuts

Rich Krahl, Br, Steve Zimmerman, Bs
Jim Hopper, L, Dave Waddell, T

Bill Sachs, Br, Luke Lorenz, Bs,
Jack Kinney L, Paul West, T

Front Range Experience
Mike Hemphill , T, Norm Jouett, L
Len Metallo, Bs, Don Chaikin, Br
Front Range Experience is the
newest chapter quartet from the Longs
Peak Chorus. Mike Hemphill (tenor)
has been singing in barbershop groups
for 43+ years and sang in the 1972 international silver medalist quartet, The
"Pacificaires." Len Metallo (bass), a
long time barbershopper and chorus
director, was in the 1980 RMD Champion Quartet "Colorado Gold." Norm
Jouett, (lead) has sung in chorus quartets and district contests for 23 years.
Dan Chaikin (baritone) is a musician
but relative newcomer to barbershop.
The group has been together for about
three months.

This is not a scene from the “On the Road Again” production for 2010.
But after several hours of technical rehearsal, who would hold this less
than dazzling mid-morning moment against the chorus?
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Pocatello, Idaho

CHORDIAL CHRONICLE
Harold Catmull, Editor
hcatmull@hotmail.com
President Tony Christensen: Deanne
Casperson was able to give us a few tips
in our coaching session. As well as you
guys responded to her and came out of
your shells in response to what she said,
she felt like she was able to make a difference. And, therefore, she wants to
come back one more time...I'm very
grateful that she is taking time out for us.
Vocal Point, our headliners, is looking forward to the trip up here. If everyone
were to bring in one program sponsorship, we could have more than $1000.
We cannot rely on the radio advertising
alone, so we have many fliers to put out.
Dennis Buschaw has arranged for us to
pass out fliers at Walmart....this kind of
effort will mean the difference between a
packed house and one with lots of empty
seats. The chorus is sounding better than
ever. We are already the RMD’s Plateau
IV champs. Let's put on a first rate performance!
Marketing VP Dennis Bushaw will be
writing articles to the paper and working
on getting us paid performances by contacting local businesses. We need to get
back to performing at the old folks residences and other charity venues. The
effort to promote the chapter through performing will need your cooperation. It is a
real boost to have all the old members
who have rejoined the chorus since we
moved back to Thursday nights. There
has been about 20 plus singers at each
practice night this month. I do think the
March show will contribute to getting exposure to the local community.
I am working with the Century High
School Male Order choir. I have 20 students each Tuesday for about an hour. A
few years ago we had a young man,
Shane Fredrickson, who really promoted
us at Century High. We had seven high
school men singing with us. We went to
district contest with eighteen singers;
seven of the singers were from Century
High School. At that time we had over 25
members and were in plateau III. We took
plateau III and finished seventh overall.
That performance is a testimony to the
influence of young voices on our sound.
The effort to involve high school singers
is not going to be free. I am donating my
time but I will need funds to purchase
music and learning CDs. It would also be
a great help from anyone who can spare
any part of an hour on Tuesday and come
down and help with the group.

President Tony Christensen: I've
been able to watch the chorus show DVD
without all the stops and freezes. "Five
Oh Two" was weak musically but still a
good opener. The rest of the songs
sounded great (when the distortion wasn't
too bad). It was our best show ever.
Channel 12 has always had great recordings, but this year the sound was
awful. I think every time a chord rang it
distorted the microphones they were using. I have heard a lot of great comments
on the show and on the chorus. People
really enjoyed it.
We've got a couple more guest nights
to take advantage of. If new people come,
we'll sing to them, make them feel welcome with some tags and easy songs to
join in on. And we can talk about some
vocal stuff and do some longer warm-ups
and also have the quartets sings and
make an impression. If nobody new
comes, we'll go to work on some new
songs for fall contest. Let's make the
most of it.
Thanks to Dennis Buschaw for getting after the paper. Maybe the follow-up
will give us some more exposure. Expenses were about $8100; income was
approximately $8500 with sponsors and
ticket sales. That netted us $400.
Director Mike Louden: About the
spring show, there are three criterions for
success: Did the performers have fun?
Was the audience entertained and given
a favorable impression of the chorus and
the society? Did we at least break even?
This year’s show was a success on all
counts! I had more than my share of fun,
getting to sing in the chorus, direct, and
help debut Just the Four of Us.
By the way, I encourage everyone to
get into quartetting. It helps you grow
more quickly as a musician and promotes
friendships with other musicians. You
don’t have to be “good,” just have a good
time. If you need a place to perform as a
quartet, there are always opportunities.
Just the Four of Us are heading for
South Dakota to represent the chapter at
competition. Maybe we’ll get to sing the
second night! What to take to the fall contest? I’m leaning toward a nice arrangement of “Glory of Love” that I was introduced to back at director’s college, if I

can talk the music committee into it. It’s a
nice mid-tempo up tune. Our chorus
seems to score better on up tunes. It will
be good to compete again, especially
without the usual excruciatingly long
drive.
Brian Foster: At our show, the chorus
sounded better than ever. It was amazing
how much the extra voices added to the
sound. I heard nothing but good comments from those who I talked to after the
show. Just The Four of Us did a wonderful job. It is hard to believe they have
been singing together for only months,
not years. They should do very well at the
Spring prelims. One thing I heard more
than once was, "Who was that little skinny
bass?"
As a member of Vocal Mischief, I
think we did well; we did get lots of good
comments. Vocal Point was a real pleasure to watch. Their precision is amazing;
we could learn a few things about stage
presence from them. Nice bunch of guys.
The afterglow was a great success. Everyone who was in the show did a few
numbers and had a wonderful time. We
had the added treat of having Soundscape show up with their new tenor,
Russ Woods. They did three numbers
for us and aced it as usual. It's been great
having the extra voices singing with us. A
bunch of new guys that joined us for the
show and even a few retreads showed
up. Welcome back Bob, Shane and Richard.
Steve Erlandson has retired from
SoundScape. Gary Dunn, Mike Louden
and Christopher Midgyette are the best
bunch of guys with whom I could have
ever hoped to sing. I learned a lot in the
years I sang with them and had a fantastic time doing it.

RMD

VOCAL EXPRESSIONS

PAGE 35

JUNE/JULY 2010

Annual Show
By Tony Christensen, tchristen@aol.com
On March 20, 2010, the Idaho Gateway Chorus put on
one of the best and most successful shows that we have
ever done. We ended up with about half the audience that
we hoped for (around 570) but we came out ahead financially so we have no complaints. We did several things different this year so here's a report.
We hired BYU’s Vocal Point to headline for us. They
are an a cappella group, not barbershop, but fairly popular
in these parts. They drew a much larger crowd than we
have had for the last several years (under 200). We spent
quite a bit on advertising. $1500 to radio and they sponsored us for much, much more than that. Many dollars
spent on advertising fliers which were hung all over town
and handed out to many people in front of WalMart.

Doug Clark, tenor 1; Tanner Nilsson, tenor 2/percussion; Robert Seeley, bass;
Tyler Sterling, tenor 2, bari 1, bari 2; Paul Bodily, bari 1
McKay Crockett, tenor 1, tenor 2; Keith Evans, tenor 2, percussion;
Mike Lemon, bari; Grant Zabriski, percussion, bari

Vocal Point is Brigham Young University's premiere contemporary a cappella
ensemble. Under the direction of James Stevens, the nine-man vocal firepower
propels harmonies far beyond traditional four-part possibilities. With inventive arrangements, humor, and remarkable vocal percussion, Vocal Point continually
invigorates audiences and generates fans. byuvocal point.com

We rented the most prestigious venue in our area (and
certainly one which has gained national acclaim for its
acoustics,) the Jensen Grand Concert Hall in Steven's Performing Arts Center. Sound and lights were incredible. The
stage has no curtain but it worked well for this year's show
because it was a concert style rather than the themed
shows we've had for the last couple of years.
Our expenses were over $8000 which was a huge risk
for our small chapter, but as I said, we came out ahead on
this one thanks to several sponsors and ticket sales which
were handled entirely by the box office at the venue.
The show was a huge success. Our chorus has doubled
in size and we expected most of those who have joined to
stick with it and also become society members (those who
haven't already). When the emcee asked how many people
had never seen a barbershop show before, at least half the
audience raised their hands. That's exposure to at least 300
new people in the area. And when he asked them if they
had enjoyed the first half of the show, the barbershop part,
the applause was great. I feel that we accomplished almost
all of our goals.

Just the Four of Us
Tenor Ben Simms, lead Don Rommel
bari Mike Louden, David Louden, bass

IDAHO GATEWAY CHORUS, MIKE LOUDEN, DIRECTOR
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MUSIC COUNTED

Colo. Springs, Colorado

PIKESPEAKER
Elda Ridenour, Editor
Ghickenlooper
@hotmail.com
www.atbchorus.com
President Gary Hickenlooper: With setting a budget for 2010, it becomes evident
that every member needs to be involved
with all areas of running the chorus.
Helping on a committee is a great chance
to help with new ideas and taking some of
the responsibilities for your chapter. So
with the Spring Show fast approaching,
find out what you can do by contacting
me or TJ. Just like the Army, we need
you.
Music Librarian – George Fee! An assistant would be great. Anthem Coordinator
Lawrence Rothhaupt. Show Chairman is
TJ Henry; we STILL need personnel to
help with the spring show:
1) Ticket manager
2) Ad manager
3) Script writer
We soon will be looking for similar positions for the Christmas Show. You’ll have
help and advice from the Event Manager
and former show, ad and ticket managers. Bruce Minear (baritone) has passed
his vocal audition
Director Jim Clark said we’re going to
sing This Land Is Your Land with the second verse that is on the learning track.
Update your written music with this second verse: As I was walking, that ribbon
of highway, I saw above me, that endless
skyway, I saw below me, a golden valley.
This land was made for you and me (take
second ending with new tag from here).
Pick up your copy of Armed Forces Medley at the next practice. Learning tracks
are available for all parts in all songs so
far except Armed Forces Medley. Contact
March 13 Velcro Quartet
Winslow Court Retirement Community
(home of Jim Shepherd), 1:30 pm
March 27 Duane Higgs Memorial Service Our Savior’s Lutheran, 11 am
April 4 Velcro Quartet Sunridge
Retirement Home, 3:00 pm
May 8 America the Beautiful Chorus
Spring Show, Sand Creek High School
2:30 pm & 7 pm

Lawrence, George, Bruce, Art, and Gary all did a great job today counting music; we
made it through the remaining 5 drawers of music to complete the first full music inventory since 2001 of what was then the Pikes Peak Harmonizers set of music. This will
go a long way toward helping us save money; improve our knowledge of what’s available
for the chorus, quartets and DTS; and make quicker decisions on what we may sing in
future concerts and shows. Thanks to all of you who have helped on this project this
year!
Neil R.
Advertising/Publicity VP Tony Howell: The post cards will be ready to mail next Tuesday. Chapter members who have previously identified names on the list, will find their
names sorted at the front where the labels will be all together. There will also be stamps
available. There will also be a few extra cards if someone wants to send a card to a person who is not on the mailing list.
Director Jim Clark: Gentlemen! Another great rehearsal this week! You
are obviously putting time and effort into working on these show songs,
and I really appreciate it. I hope you are sensing the improvement as
well. Make time to work on the ‘Armed Forces Medley’ this weekend.
We will be working it heavily on Tuesday. The better you know it, the
farther we will get. We are still singing these with far too much spread
and not enough height. Please make a conscious effort to practice with
corners in. Sing an entire song w/ your fingers to your lips, keeping
those sides in. If you can do this in front of a mirror, even better. That way, you can’t
cheat!
Listen to Your Learning Tracks/Memorize
Let’s take another big leap by getting words and notes under our belts so we don’t have
to concentrate on the remembering so we can starting working on the “polishing.”
Thanks, guys. Exciting stuff is happening! Looking forward to another great week!

Music Bits
Nug Work Time
Neil Ridenhour
Music & Performance VP
There’s an Army
phrase that I’ve heard
of a lot during my last
three job positions
working with/for the military. When all the
strategic thinking has been done as to the
final objective we want to achieve, we
then need to fill in all the details, work
through the process flow and work all the
numbers to get to the end product—that’s
called nug work.
Now that all of us in the chorus have
our learning tracks for the spring show
and introduced to all the songs with
printed music and worked through them
with our director; the real nug work has
to be accomplished. Our show is less
than six weeks away and my guess is not
everyone can stand on the risers and sing
all our parts without music and demonstrate real knowledge of all the songs.
How do we achieve this goal so close to
the show?
We have to accomplish nug work and
lots of it soon, real internalizing of the
song just like we know the pole cat songs
and can sing them about any time. Nug
work involves more than just listening to
and singing with learning tracks, as it also

involves only you, a pitch pipe and maybe
a glass of water. It’s singing through each
song at least 10 times between practices,
20 for each one would be better, entirely
on your own—no mechanical help. Record yourself as needed and check how
you sound or have your spousal unit or
significant other listen in on your work.
The only way to improve at our show
songs is singing by yourself, many times
without the learning tracks. Learning
tracks are an aid but not an end product
for each one of us. In the past, I’ve called
this singing on a tightrope without a net.
Each of us must challenge our self to get
better and prove, especially to ourselves,
that we know the songs. Even if you don’t
get it all correct, you’ll know where your
problems areas are and then you do rote
work (singing hard parts over and over
again in a row) to get the learning down.
Learning tracks speed our learning,
but they don’t produce the final product,
you do that by yourself on your own. Do
the nug work in order to carry your part!
I once asked a very smart man who has a
barbershop gold medal, “I am having trouble
with this one song, what should I do?” He
asked me if I’d sung it 200 times. My answer
was no. He then replied, “come back to me
when you have.” He implied that until we know
the song, we can’t really sing it well, or sing it
well enough to polish it. The more you work,
the better you get; so you can carry your part!
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Elda Ridenhour
Pikespeaker editor
We welcome yet another
lady editor to our pages
as a steady contributor.
The Pikespeaker has
been a weekly publication for many months now; it started with
Elaine as the main editor (wife of Norm
Shute), then they moved to California late last
year. Then Elda and Neil Ridenhour took
over the first of the year. The chapter is very
lucky to have talented support from their ladies.
April 27th We Get to SING! – VCC
7 pm, first pitch blown!
April 27th Day Time Singers, Velcro
and Peak Expressions sing at meeting
May 4th Christmas show meeting, VCC
5:30 pm
May 15 New Mexichords Spring Show
National Hispanic Cultural Center, 7 pm
Albuquerque
May 30 America the Beautiful Chorus
sings the Star Spangled Banner, 1:05 pm
at Sky Sox Stadium
June 12 Narrow Gauge Chorus Show,
7 pm Durango
June 12 Denver MountainAires Show
Wheat Ridge HS, 7 pm Wheat Ridge
August 7 Daytime Singers, Monument
Library, 1:30 pm Palmer Lake, Colo
President Gary Hickenlooper: The
spring show is getting closer; let’s kick it
into high gear. Know your words and
notes, use more energy and listen to our
director. Let's also not miss any practices.
My friends are coming to hear us sing, so
make it good!
If you think the show is over at 9:30
pm on Saturday, May 8th, then you aren't
a barbershopper. An Afterglow is being
organized at Colorado Springs' premier
pizza spot, Old Chicago at 4110 N. Academy Blvd, at the intersection of Academy
and Austin Bluffs, NW corner. We will
have our own room and we can do all the
singing we want and load up on pizza,
etc. We'll begin approximately 9:45 or 10
pm, depending on when the show is over
and the risers and set are down. I am hoping for at least four quartets, including
our guest quartet, Very Light Opera Co.,
performing, maybe more. Jim is going to
see if any of the 52eighty guys have anything they'd like to do. Pick up quartetting is encouraged.
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There is
no
charge for the glow
providing you do not
eat or drink anything.
For the hungry ones,
Old Chicago is offering All-You-Can-Eat
Pizza and a soft drink
for $8.58 per person. They will bring a
variety of pizzas out for us and will be
glad to do individual checks. This does
not include the gratuity, so, remember to
tip accordingly. You can also order off
the menu. The hook in this deal is that we
must spend $250 minimum, or we will
have to pay the balance. I will have the
sign-up sheet at the next two practices,
or, you can e-mail me or call me (5769153) to get on the list. The list is to get
an idea of how many people will be
there, which will be most helpful to the
restaurant. I’m adding a column on the
signup sheet for you to indicate if you
will be eating.
Charlie

JUNE/JULY 2010
May 18th Music Committee Meeting,VCC
5:30 pm
May 18th Guest Night for ATB Chorus
VCC – 7 pm, first pitch blown!
We will be singing the National Anthem for the Colorado Springs Sky Sox
vs. the Portland Beavers baseball game
at Security Service Field, 4385 Tutt Blvd.
on Sunday, May 30. Game time is 1:05
pm. We will meet in the ticket window
area just outside of the main gate no later
than 12:15 pm and will pick up our tickets
there and proceed to a warm-up area
designated by the Sky Sox.
Tickets are discounted for us at $8.00
each. We will get a block of reserved
seats, so, bring your guests and we'll
have a great time "root, root rooting for
the home team." No plans to sing "Take
Me out to the Ball Game" as a team sponsor is responsible for that. Parking is
$5.00 if you use stadium parking, so, car
pooling is encouraged.
Charles W. Snyder, Jr.

Dear Jim, TJ, and the America the Beautiful Chorus
As members of Very Light Opera Company, how can we thank you for such a wonderful opportunity to be a part of your show yet again? We had a wonderful time and
truly felt like you treated us as queens/champs. We loved meeting and getting to know
the chorus even better and the audiences were great. Our host, TJ was outstanding;
tending to our every wish and question, providing the treats, meals, and even flowers!
This really helped to make us feel right at home. In fact, you know we think of you as
family! Each time we discuss great quartet times we will remember the wonderful magical fellowship and music that came together on stage! Thank you so much for making
this event happen and hopefully you will continue to remember us when you plan your
future shows.
Sincerely, Pat Walz, tenor, Very Light Opera Company
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Rapid City, South Dakota
Mt. Rushmore Chapter

Voice of Rushmore
John Elving, editor
leadermanje@gmail.com
1st place Online 6th Place Hardcopy
Another year of Rocky Mountain Harmony College has come
and gone. As usual, it was one of the best weekends the RMD
offers. Not to take anything away from our two conventions, but
this is a weekend of non-competition, only learning more about
our “hobby.”
As usual, there were classes for everyone. This year also
proved to be different in that a woman of the female persuasion
was one of the instructors. Raisha Quinn, director of the Bookcliff Chorus from Grand Junction, Colo. taught a great class in
vocal production and also taught the directing classes.
Coaching the quartets in making improvements in their individual and group singing were OC Times, McPhly, and Rich
Knight, lead of the Gas House Gang. It was really interesting
watching Rich coach Fastlane in front of all the other quartets.
While the sound system left much to be desired, it was a small
enough room that you could hear all that he was saying and all
that he wanted the quartet to do. It was also great to see how
hard it is for all quartets to break old habits as they work to
change.
Saturday night was the highlight of the weekend as we were
able to sing for all the audience, which was larger than expected.
It was also a pleasure to hear how much improvement has taken
place in McPhly as they sang, including delivering a Singing Valentine. They are getting smoother all the time. For all of you who
missed going the RMHC you missed hearing one of the biggest
bass sounds come out of one of the smallest basses in the Society. Amazingly, all that power comes with no evidence of working
hard at it, although we know that isn’t true. The rest of OC Times
isn’t bad either!
Welcome to new members Mike Cole (former member), Jim
Gardiner, Matt Johnson, Aaron Sutton (man of note Jim
Gogolin), Rex Field (man of note Gary Welsh). In preparation
for our show we have scheduled a chorus retreat. Let’s make
every effort to be there to learn together. If you can’t make it,
bring an excuse from your mortician!
At the February board meeting: David L’Esperance, Secretary: Treasurer Jim Gogolin reports the chapter remains sound
financially. Hopefully Singing Valentines will provide an influx of
funds. The treasurer requested the names of Jim Gogolin,
Steve Ferley and Charles Knowlton be entered into the minutes as gentlemen authorized to handle monies for the chapter.
Del Beck reported Singing Valentine ads have been placed
on radio stations, on EPIC Signs electronic billboards and in the
Journal. The roses are ordered, and we have plenty of cards
available. We are eliminating the Polaroid photos because the
film is too costly and hard to obtain.
Headquarters will again be at Black Hills Search and Rescue,
thanks to former member Jason Dannenbring. Black Hills
Blend and High Mileage are ready for all day Friday, with Convergence joining in after 4 pm Saturday
President Wayne Anderson: the annual trip to Estes Park for
the Rocky Mountain Harmony College included 18 chapter members who made the journey. We accounted for about a fourth of
all those attending. My quartet got some outstanding coaching
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from some of the members of OC Times and Rich Knight of
Gas House Gang fame. It was a great weekend for many reasons, not the least of which was the chance to perform several
times and especially listening and watching OC Times and
McPhly perform. The song they sang together at the afterglow
was amazing!

All hands on deck!
Convention time is almost upon us. That means it’s time for
all members of the chapter (notice I didn’t say chorus) to roll up
their sleeves even more than they have to get things done and
running smooth.
Starting on April 22 there will be people coming to town to
begin their portions of the convention. District Convention Registrar Bob Reed and his helper Paul West will start that evening
and will need help as they get their convention packets together
along with stuffing programs, etc.
Mike Cole will need help that same evening making sure that
the lights are in place and set for Friday’s contest. John Elving
will need help making sure the microphones are all hung and
working properly. Gary Welsh will need help making sure that
everything backstage is ready to go.
On Friday we need to make sure that we have all the transportation lined up for the judges and any others who will be coming in by air. We also need to make sure that transportation is
also lined up to take the judges back and forth between the
Radisson hotel and Dakota Middle School on both Friday and
Saturday.
For both Friday and Saturday we will need to have all involved at Dakota Middle School to make sure that all the convention jobs are taken care of from ushering to making sure that all
competitors are taken through the contest flow, to ticket sales
Saturday night only), to clean up after the contest is over.
Barbara Elving needs much help with the afterglow. There is
food to be cooked ahead of time, serving to be done during the
afterglow (gotta keep the food flowing!), set up, take down,
cleanup, door greeters.
There are always many more jobs that need to be filled and
taken care of. As you can see, there is plenty to be done by both
our members, our wives, and other volunteers. Let’s not make
this one of those functions where 80% of the work is done by
20% of the members. All members are needed to make this a
great success.
Now to top it all off, we are also singing in our show that Saturday evening. Although we are only doing six songs, we are
working hard at making sure we present the very best show possible. Not only do we want to impress the RMD with how well we
perform, but most of all, we want to do it for our audience—the
one that comes year after year, and the ones that are coming for
the very first time.
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Shrine of Democracy wins Small Chorus Championship
In a very close competition at the Spring Convention, the
Shrine of Democracy Chorus, representing the Mt. Rushmore
chapter, beat out all competitors to claim the RMD Small Chorus
Championship. And, it was a unanimous decision. The audience,
both of them, also knew we were the very best the RMD has to
offer. Such a threat were we that no other chorus showed up
large or small. However, the trophy belongs to us for a year, at
least.

Al Pitts, Hi Mileage Quartet
On Friday, Feb. 12, I was privileged to sing baritone with the HI
MILEAGE quartet. We sang several times that morning and we sang
very well from the start, but seemed to get better each time we sang.
That in itself made the day worth while, but the people we sang for
made the day worth even more.
When we sang at the Gold Discount Store, it was for the daughter
of a friend of mine, so that made for a more personal experience, and
there we were also filmed by KNBN TV at which time Del Beck did a
very fine job in the interview. I have been told by several people who
saw us on TV, that we sang and looked good, however, I still have not
seen the film clip.
Perhaps the highlight of the day for me was when we went into the
Clarkson Mt. View Retirement Home and sang for a former member
of our chapter. His name is Russ Halvorson. He sang in our chorus
and was the lead of THE CHOIR BOYS quartet for many years. When
we sang to him, his eyes lighted up and I’m sure he was delighted
although his communication ability is quite limited.
By 2:00 p.m. that day I was running low on energy, so I asked for
the rest of the day off. Fortunately we have a five member quartet, so
HI MILEAGE was able to fulfill the rest of Friday and also do several
on Saturday and Sunday. I only regret that I was unable to be with
them for all the performances. I want the other four in the quartet to
know how much I appreciate each one of them and am honored to be
one of the five members.

How are you all doing with selling those tickets? They won’t
get sold by themselves. Each of us needs to sell them. Remember that our goal is an average of 25 tickets sold per man. We
may or may not make it, but without effort on the part of each one
of us, we might as well not try.
All of us know at least that many people we can approach to
sell tickets to. Remember, we are the best entertainment value in
town. Just try to see a concert or stage production at the Civic
Center for $15. It’s not going to happen. Our patrons are going to
get the very best show available that Saturday and we can take
pride in that. No where will they be able to see a show that is at
least three hours long for our low ticket price. And talk about entertainment value. Let’s make this the very best show anyone has
ever been a part of. Unless you’re selling out a 1000 seat theater
on your show weekend, something is keeping people away—
away from your show and away from joining your chorus.

Kudos to Black Hills Blend who again qualified in the top
ten district quartets; they improved one full placement, from
eighth to seventh. The chapter is very proud of these guys and
for all they do to represent barbershop harmony in the Black
Hills. With very little warning, about two-and-a-half weeks,
CONVERGENCE quartet were the mic testers for the contest.
Even with two members on the sick rolls, they did better than
they themselves expected. One of the best things about the chorus/VLQ contest was the opportunity to take advantage of an
hour’s coaching from some of the best barbershoppers in the
Society.
On Friday, June 7, we will be presenting our annual performance at Hart Ranch. On Thursday, June 17, we have a performance at one of the local retirement homes (one of our former
members lives there). We owe it to him, if nothing else, to perform our very best. The following Saturday, June 19, we will be
traveling to Pierre to perform at the State Capital in the day-long
Capital Centennial Celebration. This will be great publicity for
the SOD chorus since we will not only be seen by many people
at the festival, but also as it is televised over the
for that.
No time to rest yet as we will be preparing to host another
Harmony Happening in the Hills on August 21-22. As usual
we will be rehearsing under the tutelage of one of the Society’s
best directors all day Saturday. It will culminate with our performance at Mt. Rushmore that evening followed by our usual
fine afterglow. Friday evening, August 21, there will be a somewhat serious quartet contest held with no organized quartets taking part. Judging will be done and prizes given. Here’s your
chance to win a gold medal!
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David L’Esperance: thoughts on the RMD Spring Convention we just hosted:

www.blackcanyonchorus.org

 The 40th Anniversary of the Mount Rushmore Chapter and the presence of
the charter members in attendance at the evening’s show
 The chance to see many good RMD barbershopper friends again; Storm
Front, Boiling Point, Fastlane, Four Keeps, GOTCHA, Paige and Kesney in the
Marketplace
 The fine audience we had Saturday evening
 The support of the ladies of A Cappella Showcase with the chores of the convention
 The FABULOUS food at the afterglow which Barbara Elving, Sandy
Anderson, Sally Kelts, Marjory Field, Jane Anderson, Karen Braham
(Thomas’ mom), Linda Stach and K. Alan Kelts (unbelievably good chili) prepared
 The coaching session from the judges—too bad we couldn’t have had some
of that before we performed!
 The awesome team effort by our members (and former members) to so successfully host the Convention and John Elving’s incredible job as chairman!
 The incredible decorating job Pete Stach and his team did in the Dakota
lobby—the judging team and RMD officials were blown away with what they saw.
 Our performance on the evening’s program for our many fans and patrons. It
seemed to me we utilized many of the tips the judges gave us and our efforts were
more energized and inspired.
 The facilities at the Dahl for the Afterglow (too small).
 The judges didn’t appreciate Black Hills Blend nearly as much as we do!
 The small participation from the rest of the District.
 The typical Black Hills crazy Spring weather.
 Sold $10,000.00 worth of advertising for our sponsor book.

Montrose, Colorado

With that money we will be able to continue the programs that can help us become better in our craft of being the best performance value in the Black Hills.

Most of the hungry board members met
for dinner at DaVeto’s and some singing and
a free dessert as payment. A few missed all
the frivolity, like Bobby, Jason, Kevin, and
Bill. But it was another totally satisfactory
experience. Then, the board wandered around
to president Vern Dockter’s house where the
serious stuff happens, usually, generally, and
often. Minutes were not read as everyone was
expected to have read them in advance, which
some did.

President Wayne Anderson: Treasurer Jim Gogolin reported approximately
$580 net was raised through Singing Valentines. Music and Performance VP John
Elving was very pleased with the success of the “advance” at Hill City; much progress was made, and work on Stage Presence will continue. Spring Show/
Convention: John Elving reported work plans are in full gear for the weekend. He
will meet with the ladies of A Cappella Showcase to discuss convention support;
Barbara Elving is organizing the food preparations for the Afterglow, and promises a spread of real food. The chorus is entered in the Small Chorus Contest on
Saturday afternoon.
“Compellingly Attractive Chapter Meeting” Workshop: Wayne Anderson,
John Elving, Jim Olson, Doug Andrews and Bob Melvin are registered to attend
the Chuck Greene workshop in Denver on May 22. Singing for Life Blood Drive:
with all the preparations for the Spring Convention occupying everyone’s time, the
date for the blood drive will be postponed from April 19 to Fall.
Jim Price has been hired by the district to shoot the performance videos of all
the competing quartets, and has to mail the DVDs to the performers within two
weeks. A new committee has bee formed to explore the possibility of purchasing
new risers for the chorus; it’s for your safety. If you have an interest in helping out
with this in any way, monetarily included, please contact Gary Welsh, Pete
Anderson or John Elving. There is a good chance they can use your help.
Wayne Anderson, President: We held our annual show and at the same time
hosted the RMD spring convention. A lot of people did a lot of work to make the
weekend a huge success. Not the least of those hard workers, of course, were all of
you singers put in the time to learn the music and the choreography for the show.
A huge thank you to all who helped to host the convention and competition, both
during the planning stage and also during the many events that occurred over the
weekend.

Bill Sutton, editor,
williesut@aol.com

Show Chairman Don Barnett: I think we
have a very good show. You guys have
worked hard, please don’t stop now; we’re
almost there. One of the most important aspects of the show is recruitment. We need
new members. When the show is over and we
have sung, “Keep theWhole World Singing,”
we should all “hot foot it around front” and
visit with the people. Get some names and
phone numbers for prospects, this is a very
important part of our show.
BUT the most important part of our show
is to sell tickets. There can not be one person
from the chorus that has not sold ten tickets.
With The Summit and the ladies singing with
us (with our chapter quartets) this is a $30
show that you are selling for only $10. Keep
this in mind when you ask your friends to buy
a ticket from you, you are giving them a very
good deal. Last year, Dr. Bob sold more than
20 tickets, what a wonderful thing it would be
if we all could sell 20 tickets.
Splinters from the Board

The Treasurer report was given by Don
Barnett, since he had the report from Jason
Ward. According to Don, show progress is
in pretty good shape; president Vern Dockter
explained that the donor work is going well,
considering the financial situation
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Don “Barny” Barnett needs some
help in moving the risers from his garage
to the Pavilion, and taking them back.
Dennis Olmstead informed us that the
PR stuff is getting underway, but he was
disappointed in the number of posters he
has seen around town. Dennis and Larry
Wilkinsen will appear twice in KUBC
and will offer free show tickets as a prize
for phone call ins at the station. Storm
Front will not be available for our 2011
show. A really big thanks to Brenda
Suiter for her hard work teaching us
guys some choreography for the Show.
Without her efforts, we would look like
wooden Indians or worse.
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Durango will present their chapter show on June 12th
Here is what Pete Peterson said:
Guest quartet is “Satisfaction” from Denver, performing the songs from The
Wizard of Oz in full costume. Show theme is “Hits of the Stage and Screen,”
The Durango Narrow Gauge men’s chorus and quartets, and the local
women’s barbershop group, A Woman’s Prerogative, will all feature show
tunes. The show is Saturday, June 12, 7:01 pm at the Concert Hall at Ft.
Lewis College. Tickets are $12 for adults, $8 for students and seniors.

Vern Dockter
goes to
Rapid City

President Vern Dockter: There are
still a number of loose ends for the show
we need to be aware of, such as getting
tickets sold. This is especially true of our
Afterglow tickets. Remember, we have
made a commitment to pay for 125 seats
for the afterglow party, so it is important
not only to cover those seats with ticket
sales, but also to turn in that count so we
can give the church a heads up. We must
give the church a reasonably accurate
account by March 25th. We should sell
some tickets at the door, but we cannot
count on that. Remember, everyone,
without exception, coming to the afterglow will need a ticket. It will be held
between 9:30 - 11:30 pm.

During the last
weekend of April, I
had the opportunity
to attend my second
District Convention
in Rapid City, S D. IF you have never
attended one of these events, I would
encourage you to do so. It is an awesome
thing to sit there - watch and listen to chorus' and quartet after quartet put themselves on the line with a couple of songs not always to win something, but to get
better. To improve their sound and presentation. When it's all over, one just has
to be impressed with what's happening in
our hobby. These are guys who aren't just
interested in having fun. They're interested in being good and getting better in
the process.

Chapter has received a note of resignation from Kevin Cohenour as Membership VP; he needs to take time out
from singing with us as well. We wish
Kevin well, and hope that sometime in
the future he will be able to sing with us
again.

As part of my time in Rapid City, I also
attended the House of Delegates meeting
for the district. I think perhaps the two
most interesting thing which happened
there, was the report that generally, the
average age of a barbershopper is going
down. In the last several years, the average has gone from around 65 to around
45. Most of this growth has come because of the youth movement within the
society and the success of the Youth In
Harmony program.

www.blackcanyonchorus.org
Contact: Bill Sutton
As usual, visit our website for the latest
information, like what songs will we sing
at Ridgway and what should we wear and
what time and other really pertinent stuff.
Keep an eye on the calendar as it will
change without notice.

We welcome new members
Delbert Dyck, Lloyd
Wenzel, and John Taylor.
Glad to have you guys join
us in a wonderful hobby!
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Three years ago, when Midwinter
convention hosted its first YIH event,
there were three choruses who participated with a total of 185 singers. The
second year, in 2009, there were 9 choruses with 267 singers. This year in
Tampa, there were 11 choruses with 325
singers. So, as far as overall membership
goes, 22 % of new members last year
were younger than 26 years old. As a
side note, in the Rocky Mountain District,
the district reported that we received
overall 157 new members with the Longmont Chapter reporting the largest increase with 10 members.

Our chapter again brought home the
CARA points award for Plateau III with a
total of 3,176 points. What does this
mean? Each time a chapter wins this
award, it receives two scholarships to the
Fall leadership Training Academy. This
Scholarship is worth $150. every time it is
received. In the last 16 years, the BCBC
has received this award 13 times. That
means that in addition to all the other
funds the chapter has generated, this
award has generated an additional
$1,950 worth of services for us. It is
something we can all be proud of.
Finally, as most of you have noticed,
during the last several weeks, I have
been somewhat conspicuous - mostly in
my absence. While it was good to be
back, it was even better to come back
and see that we have three new singers
who have indicated they want to join our
hobby. (Maybe I should go away more
often.) Therefore, to help them get acquainted , I would like to encourage all of
us to wear our name tags especially over
the next several months. While we only
have a couple new names and faces to
remember, they have many more. So let's
help them out. Make them feel welcome,
and together, "Keep Ringing Those
Chords
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Grand Junction, Colorado

Bookclef Bulletin
Carroll Owen, editor crlptow@msn.com
bookcliffchorus.net
Director Rasiha Quinn: It is time for us to
really polish our songs, choreography and
narratives and put on an entertaining show
for the families of Grand Junction! We
have five rehearsals left to make our show
the best we have ever produced. ALL of us
need to be ultimately prepared. That means
we need to be practicing everyday on our
words, notes, rhythms and choreography.
After all the hard work we have already put
into the show, our next job is to put people in seats to watch our
hard work! If you need strategies for selling tickets, check with
Dennis, Paul or Loren as they have all been past top sellers! At
least ask your family members who are in town or will be in
town for the show weekend. Be proud of the hard work you have
put into the show and let others know how excited you are to
perform for them. We have a large fan base and can con-tinue to
increase that base each year by giving our audiences quality performances. Let's top the charts this year with our performances
AND our audience numbers!
President Roger McClelland called the Board meeting to
order at 5:03 p.m. at the Northeast Christian Church Treasurer
Olyn Carlson talked about ways we could build revenue and
ask us to think of ways also. Program VP Dennis Keifer: Show
script is done and Mike and Lee are on board to MC the show.
Chapter Development VP Paul Dider: There is a program being
developed to raise the bar in our Chorus over the next three
years. This will help increase the performance level of the Chorus.
Leland Griffin showed us around Northeast Christian
Church. We will have the use of the building on Tuesdays, multiple rooms for sectionals, a place for snacks, store room, etc.
Dennis Kiefer moved to take the offer from the Elders of the
Church to use it at no cost. Dave Hein submitted his resignation
as Assistant Director affective September 27, 2010. It is with
heavy hearts that the Board of Directors accepted his resignation. Jack Cronkhite, secretary
What It Takes to Manage a Barbershop Chapter
By Paul Didier
In a barbershop chapter there are also
many duties to take care of but the boss
(the chapter president) has to try and convince people to step up and volunteer to get
things done. In our chapter there are many
duties that need to be taken care of. Some
are more formal or official, such as the
specific duties of each board member.
Some are less formal or unofficial, but are nevertheless just as
important. All jobs, official and unofficial, are done voluntarily
in a chapter, but the boss can’t make you step up and assume
responsibility for some of the duties that make a chapter run
smoothly because everything done in the chapter is done voluntarily...even the president’s job. When enough members take
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ownership and pride in what
they do those extra or unofficial (non-board member)
jobs get done, life in the
chapter becomes easier for
the members, the people
who see us perform sense
the quality of our organization and the president is very
pleased. Again, most of the weight of the chapter is on the shoulders of the president but his load can be lightened.
Our chapter is one of the better managed chapters in the
whole society, as we have heard Raisha describe it to us after
she has met with members of many other chapters. And that is
very true...indeed, we do have a well run chapter and many of us
have experienced this first hand. But there are still more tasks to
be done that would make our chapter even better if we could get
more members to step up and volunteer for more of the unofficial tasks that are begging to be done. We all belong to the chapter to sing, and that remains our primary contribution, but we
would have no organization at all if every one of us only sang.

How About You?
The message in this article is directed at you, not at the other
guys in the chapter, but at you! Please take these thoughts to
heart and ask Roger or Paul what needs to be done. We know
that most of us do indeed take pride in our chapter, but now we
are asking you to think about taking some ownership in it, as
well. Our chapter is like a happy family and families do work
together to create the harmony they enjoy. Below is a partial list
of some of the things that still need someone to own and take
pride in. How about you?
Communications specialist – work with e-mail & other
media to improve communication with the 2011 chapter Show
Chairman. Loren Roth will be the Valentines coordinator in
2011, but he will need help. Refreshments every Tuesday – one
man or a team – or one for just water, etc. How could it work
better?
Music Librarian assistant – Keeping our music library current and preparing guest-books, etc. Let Olyn know that you are
interested in helping.
Working with the youth – Dave Hein does it now but he is
leaving. Do you like to work with kids?
Section Leader assistant – ask your section leader how you
can lighten some of his load. What job do you think would help
our chapter function more smoothly? Even if you don’t want to
do that job, please suggest it to Roger or Paul and they’ll try to
get someone to own it. We need your ideas. Marketing and Public relations is a huge undertaking. Ask Jim Witt how you can
help him.
New member is Bill Raley. Our condolences go out to Paul and
Fran Dider on the recent loss of their daughter to cancer! Olyn
Carlson, Show Chairman: Revenue was $14,557.00; Expenses
were $10,100.23; Contributions to schools: $1,200.00 for a net
Profit of $4,456.77. Bookcliff Chorus now meets at 7:00 pm
every Tuesday night at the Northeast Christian Church at 27 1/2
and Patterson in Grand Junction.
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President
Roger
McClelland: “It’s
only words and
words are all I
have… ” taken
from lyrics of song
appropriately titled
“words” performed
by the Bee Gees
just a few short years ago. Maybe you
remember the song, or not; regardless,
the tune haunted me because it was one
of those songs that had a personal external connection. Most of us have a memory of a special event, a moment in time
frozen in brilliant color complete with a
thousand details including the music, the
light, the scent or realization that this
moment is unique. Do you remember
when something like this happened to
you? Perhaps the moment is as crystal
clear now as it was ten minutes after the
event. The funny thing is we are frequently a part of the furniture, the setting
in a moment of extreme impact for another person, young or old, without even
realizing it. It isn’t something you can
plan in advance.
The concert and performance at the
Avalon this weekend is the culmination,
the apex of many months of preparation.
We have collectively put in a staggering
number of hours, learning the moves, the
notes and the words to execute a quality
performance for folks in our home town.
Thank you for all the hard work. Now it’s
time to take a deep breath and focus on
doing it the best way possible. I might
suggest that we relax but not quite yet. A
lot of work re-mains to be done, many
details in the set-up, execution and cleanup before the “after-glow” relaxation is in
order.
Let me ask you to do one thing: take
note of the folks who have worked diligently to make this all come together. For
most of them, it is a labor of love from a
deep commitment to professionalism.
They don’t do it for you or for your adoration; they do it because it is the right
thing to do. Collectively, we are setting
the stage for events and performances
that may be that “ah ha” moment that
will live for decades in some person’s
memory.
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The Sterling Connection

It’s About Time — 1984
Curt Kimball, Brad Anderson
Scot Cinnamon, John McCord

US Male — 1993

Curt Kimball, Jim Peters
Brad Anderson, Tracy Lockhart

The Sterling chapter has contributed several championship quartets to the RMD,
starting with the Heritage West, a very
popular show quartet in the late 1970’s
and early 1980’s. It’s About Time followed with Curt and Brad singing with
fellow Denver Tech members Scot Cinnamon, bass, and John McCord, baritone. They qualified for International several times. The final quartet for Dr. Kimball and “big bad Brad” featured bass in
Jim Peters and tenor Tracy Lockhart.
The Sterling chapter can also brag of
several Small Chorus championships,
directed by both Curt Kimball and Brad
Anderson at different times. The barbershopping bug has bitten Brad Anderson’s
son David as David, Curt, and Brad are
all singing with the Sound of the Rockies.

Heritage West— 1978

Brad Anderson, Curt Kimball
Dave Mann, Albert Luft

DAVID

CURT

BRAD

We will never know the extent or the
ramification of the positive energy we put
in motion with our “Yard Sale” but the
folks who have worked to put it together
will appreciate your kind words of appreciation. Yes, what you choose to say may
well be ‘only words and words are all you
have’ but a sincere word of thanks is
more precious than gold.
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Durango, Colorado

Chapter E
E--Bulletin

Carroll Peterson
cmpete@frontier.net

We're going to sing for the Bayfield
High School Music Department fundraiser on Saturday evening, April 24. We
did it last year also, and it turned out to
be one of our most satisfying and rewarding performances. We had a really appreciative audience of students and their
parents and friends, and we got a very
nice free dinner besides, as well as excellent publicity about us and our kind of
music.
We don't know yet exactly what time
we need to be there on the 24th, but that
will be announced. Please keep the time
open on your calendar. It will be around
7 p.m. The uniform will likely be casual
burgundy shirt and khakis, but we'll get
the final word before that night.
The chorus will sing four of our 2010
show songs - Cabaret, Seventy-Six Trombones, Edelweiss, and Ten Feet off the
Ground. Chapter quartets are urged to be
there also so sing one or two songs
apiece.
While I'm on the subject of performances, here are some important dates for
your calendar:
Thursday, June 10, tech and dress
rehearsal for our annual show, at the
Concert Hall at 7 p.m. Please be there
right on time, have your songs totally
memorized, and also bring an extra package of patience as we iron out last minute kinks in the songs and the script.
Saturday, June 12, our big annual
show at 7:01 p.m. (yes, 7:01). Plan to be
there at 6 p.m. for warm-up.
Saturday, June 12. Afterglow on
stage immediately following the show,
from approximately 9:30 p.m. to 11 p.m.
This is a cast party, basically, with singers
and their families and close friends.

July 16 and 17, Silverton Barbershop Music Festival. Most of you have been a
part of this event in the past, so you
know what it is. Those of you who are
new will hear much more about it. For
now, just put the dates on your calendar,
especially Saturday, the 17th, which is
the big day. By the way, it looks like this
year's festival will be held in a big tent
rather than the Silverton School on account of remodeling and construction
going on at the school.
This year's Rocky Mountain District
Spring Convention will be held in Rapid
City, SD, on the weekend of April 23 and
24. The purpose of the spring convention
is to choose the quartets who are eligible
to complete in the international convention in July. There will also be a small
chorus contest. Our chapter board decided we should not compete this year
because of the distance to Rapid City.
It's pretty much a two-day driving trip
each way from here, and we would not
be able to get enough men to go to make
the competition worthwhile for the chapter.
On Wednesday, March 31, the Narrow
Gauge Chorus sang at Bill Holmes's retirement luncheon and going away party at
the La Plata County jail. Bill, who was
the jailer there for many years, sang with
us and was a mainstay of the lead section. He also sang in at least one quartet
which called themselves Three Steinways
and a Bald One. (Bill was the bald one.)
He and his wife are leaving the area and
relocating to Las Vegas, Nevada, where
one of their daughters lives.

Saturday, June 12 till early Sunday,
June 13. Everglow at the Peterson home
at 622 East Third Avenue following the
Afterglow. All chapter members and their
spouses and special friends are invited to
this event, where we plan to sing all night
and celebrate the joys of our hobby with
the guest quartet.

In Accord
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I think we sang
well, and our audience
was warm and responsive.
Amy
multitasked, directing us
while she took care of
little Breeanna. By the
way, we had a very
nice lunch too. They told us that it was
jail food. If the residents there eat that
well all the time, I would be surprised.
Anyway, we gave Bill a good send-off,
and he joined us on several songs, for
one last performance with the Narrow
Gaugers. Thanks to all who came and
sang that day.
On Saturday, March 27, Maxine and I
traveled up to Montrose for their chapter
show, and what was one more chance
(maybe the last chance) to hear the Summit Quartet. Although they are still accepting invitations to do chapter shows,
they will not be competing any more.
They were great and we really enjoyed
them at the show and the afterglow.
The Montrose chorus has a new director, MaryAnn Rathburn. She did a nice
job of directing and got a good sound
from the Black Canyon Chorus. No doubt
we will see MaryAnn in Silverton at the
barbershop music festival in July. They
had an interesting idea for their show:
they invited their chorus members to
choose their favorite barbershop songs,
and those songs became the program.
Their chapter quartets also performed, as
did the local Sweet Adelines chorus and
one quartet.
The show was followed by an afterglow at a nearby church. It was an attractive venue and we were served a nice
meal. Maxine and I had a good time in
Montrose, and our drive home Sunday
was over clear, dry roads under lovely
blue Colorado skies.
Bob Denier, a long-time Durango barbershopper, is now in very poor health at
Four Corners Health Care Center. Bob
had to drop out of barbershopping a few
years ago because of his wife's poor
health. Bob was a state legislator, a
member of both the Colorado house and
senate, during which time he was a member, and, as I recall, the chair of the Joint
Budget Committee. The Robert E. Denier
Youth Services Center is named for him.
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Danny McManus, long-time Durango barbershopper, died on April 23,
2010, at the young age of thirty-nine. His
death was totally unexpected to everyone.
On Tuesday, April 20, I (Pete) received
an email from him excusing himself for
not attending several chapter meetings.
He explained that he had not been feeling
well, and he was just too exhausted to
make it. The doctor was not at all sure
what it might be. Danny said that he was
tired all the time, had lost his appetite,
had been experiencing dizzy spells, and
his back and shoulders had been killing
him. No one could have guessed what
would happen to him three days later.
Danny's departure leaves a big hole in
the chapter. He was a mainstay in the
bass section; he was a board member, and
Publicity VP. Now that the show is coming up, we’ll get that publicity work done
somehow. We surely will miss those
wonderful Subway sandwiches he supplied for special barbershop occasions.
Most of all, we will miss his generosity
and kindness, his looking out for whoever needed something-finding a chair for
a visitor, assisting Jim Gore with his
oxygen, calling to see if he could help out
if someone in the household was ill. The
list could go on and on.
The barbershoppers were honored to
be able to sing at his funeral at St.
Columba Church on April 28. The family
asked that we close the service with the
lovely Irish Blessing, which we did. In
spite of having tears in our eyes and
choked up throats, we sang it well, by all
accounts. I received so many favorable
comments from people at the service and
around town later. One person said, "I
have never heard such a beautiful rendition by a men's chorus," and that was
from someone whose musical tastes are
trustworthy.
We also sang some songs at the reception in the St. Columba School Gym,
but as we soon found out, no one could
hear us in that noisy room, so we gave up
and enjoyed the lunch and fellowship and
visits with Danny's family members. It
was wonderful that we were able to lend
our harmonies to this final tribute to
Danny. There are some contributors to
our show who have dedicated their patronage or ad to his memory. On Tuesday, June 15, there will be some special
goings-on at the meeting.
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Thanks to Jay Alsup, Dave Crom,
and the members of the Durango A Cappella quartet for appearing at the Chamber of Commerce "American Idol" show
and taking second place, for which they
won for our chapter Chamber advertising
worth $265 and Travel Host magazine
advertising worth $915. We will be using
some of the free advertising to publicize
our upcoming show, and some of it in
ongoing ads running throughout the year.
Great job, guys! Thanks also to our director Amy Barrett for bringing the Chamber event to our attention and lining up
the people to do the skit.

Tuesday, June 22, we will very likely
sing at Four Corners Health Care Center
Tuesday, June 27, Guest Night!
Please concentrate your efforts on
selling show tickets. Advertising and
posters will be announcing our show to
the area public. A banner featuring our
show will hang across the entrance to
Santa Rita Park the week of June 7-12.
Our new uniform vests order was
placed back in April, but of course, not
all the sizes were in stock. We have received about half of the ones we ordered,
and the rest of them may not arrive by
show time. We do have the new banded
straight neckties, and I believe everyone
is fitted out with black pants and a tux
shirt by now. If you are not outfitted with
those items, please check with Leroy
Diem ASAP.
Dave Crom is the new man in the
bass section (well, not really new; he
sang in the Christmas show). He is also
in the newest chapter quartet, the Mixed
Nuts. One evening last summer, Dave
and his wife Sharon were having dinner
downtown, and they heard the Narrow
Gaugers at one of our roving downtown
summer sing-outs. They stopped to listen,
followed us around, and struck up a conversation with True Kirk, who invited
Dave to come sing with us.

DURANGO A CAPELLA

Dave and Sharon have been in Durango since 1979, and he has been the
owner/operator of Mountain Mechanical
at 8th Avenue and 4th Street since 1983.
The two of them got married right after
high school, 42 years ago, and they have
three daughters and one grandson. One
daughter, the mother of the grandson,
lives here, another daughter lives in
Phoenix, and the third one in Denver.
Dave has other hobbies besides singing;
he has three motorcycles (yes, three!) and
a restored 1929 Model A Ford truck, and
he also finds time to play golf. He has
sung in a church choir, but he has no previous barbershop experience. Yet he has
jumped right into a quartet. He says he's
glad he finally discovered the pleasures
of singing barbershop, and of course we
are happy to have his excellent bass voice
in our Narrow Gaugers chorus.
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McPhly Headlines Ogalalla Chapter Show
Our Director

Playwright

Susan Kelton

Donna Johnson

Susan
Kelton
has taught band, choir
and
English
in
schools in Oklahoma,
Colorado, and Nebraska. Currently, she
owns the Music Works, a studio for private piano and guitar instruction. A long
time barbershop fan, she never imagined
that she'd ever direct a group. But, this is
the most fun she's ever had working with
a chorus.

What a fun installation dinner we had
this year! Thank you, Steve Schwartzkopf, for your planning! How nice it was
to see Scott Shurman and his family. He
must be very satisfied to see his dream
come true and thriving. Of course, we
now have the show to think about on Saturday, April 25th at 7:00 pm at the Ogallala Lecture Hall with special guests
McPhly.
Yo, Ho, A Pirate's Life for Me
Down By the Old Millstream
Everybody Loves a Lover
That's the Truth About Men
Under Sea Medley
Lay Up Your Treasures in Heaven
Alexander's Ragtime Band
Fun in One Lifetime
Let There be Peace on Earth
Now that you have your learning
CD's, please work on getting your music
memorized. The earlier that happens, the
better we sound at the show. This should
really be a fun show for everyone this
year! Let's make it sound the best ever!
We will be having sectionals the next two
months to increase our note accuracy and
improve our tone quality. Please make an
extra effort to attend those.
Get out your "pounding the pavement" shoes. Ad sales will begin sometime in February. Dale Wee has agreed to
be charge of that again. (Thank you)
We'll let you know the deadline.
Donna is writing away. We should have
the scripts toward the end of February.
You'll need to have your costume together by the end of March for a picture
for the program.

Quartet Headliners

MCPHLY
Denver Mile High
We have asked the ladies' quartet
from Sterling "Smile" to be on our part
of the show. If you have any other ideas
for people to be on the first part of the
show, you need to let Chris know by February 10th.
Please review the 12 Ideas to Increase
Your Membership" sheet from International. Guests are always welcome. Of
course, after mid-February probably no
"new" prospect could sing all of the
show. However, they can always sing one
or two songs if they are interested and
help backstage. I had a goal of four
"new" faces at rehearsal, and we've seen
three -- not bad.

Donna Johnson
is a 36 year member
of Sweet Adelines
Int’l serving as ladies
barbershop director
for 23 years, and Regional Director's Coordinator for three years. She is now a
member of the Sterling, Colorado Windsong Chorus in the Rocky Mountain Region, which encompasses Colorado,
Utah, and areas of Nebraska, Kansas,
Wyoming, Montana and South Dakota.
As a music educator, she has written
numerous musical plays for children's
theater and scripts for the Cowboy Capital Chorus.
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Steve

Maury

Chris

Dan

Baritone

Lead

Tenor

Bass

Equally Delinquent
Equally Delinquent, originally formed in May 2006, features Steve Schwartzkopf,
baritone, Dan Kafka, bass, Maury Kramer, lead, and introducing Chris Garcia, tenor).
Equally Delinquent has developed a slightly different sound incorporating 50's Doo Wop
and 60's harmony classics while still maintaining the traditional barbershop favorites.
The quartet performs all across the area and is a regular attraction in Western Nebraska and Northeastern Colorado at events ranging from Potter Days to local foundation
dinners and annual meetings. Their style and blend of harmony features each member
throughout the performance and continues to entertain with favorites like Silhouettes on
the Shade, Happy Together, and Come Go With Me.'

Originally published in the Capitola Soquel Times

"Community News Makes A Difference"
Jerry Orloff has brought more men into barbershop
singing than any other member of the Barbershop Harmony Society. The Society rewards its members with a
"Man of Note" pin in the shape of a music note inscribed
with the number of new members sponsored. Jerry's pin
is the only one ever issued with the number 200!
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