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Who Will Carry the Youth In Harmony Torch For the RMD?
It is with great sadness that the RMD has received
news of a massive stroke afflicting our brother barbershopper and extraordinary Youth In Harmony Vice President, Phil Ricks. Phil provided remarkable inspiration to
Youth In Harmony, and leaves a brightly burning YIH torch
for its next leader to carry. Phil left this world at the age of
68, shattering all myths that only young adults can reach
the high school and collegiate age group. Phil capitalized
on all the young talent he could put in front of the kids, but
students and teachers alike recognized and admired his passion
and youthful focus.
"Young Men In Harmony" was founded by Dr. Val Hicks
when the Society was only one generation old and still growing
by leaps and bounds. Val realized that attracting middle-aged
men and ignoring the youth was a dead-end street, but his proposal wasn't officially recognized until the dawn of the new century and the stark realization that our membership numbers were
suddenly diminishing. When the office of "Young Men In Harmony" was created (at the Society Staff level, and as District Vice
Presidents) Val Hicks became the FIRST VP of YMIH in the
Rocky Mountain District. With the help of a Harmony Foundation
grant, Val began the first Harmony Explosion Camp in the RMD.
After two years in office, Val nominated Tony Pranaitis to
succeed him as YMIH VP for the RMD. Tony was a two-year
barbershopper who had begun a youth outreach program in Denver that Val was impressed with. After Tony served as District
YMIH VP for a couple years, a sudden vacancy in the District
President office had the nominating committee scrambling, and
they asked Tony to move to the presidency because they had
found an excellent candidate to fill his role in YMIH. That candidate was Phil Ricks, who was quietly building one of the largest
Youth Festivals in the entire Society, in the small town of Rexburg, Idaho.

So in 2003 Phil Ricks became the RMD VP of
Young Men In Harmony, which was later changed to
"Youth In Harmony.” Phil became a legend in the Society
youth outreach program. His fabulous Rexburg Youth
Festival was acclaimed in an extensive Harmonizer article. Over the years he sent numerous teachers and college music majors learning to become music educators
to Harmony College/Harmony University, thereby reaching thousands of students for years to come with the
beauty of barbershop harmony. His Festivals had a waiting list of
area high schools wanting to participate. The local college had
included the event as part of its curriculum and was a partial financial sponsor. Phil brought in AIC-level quartets to headline
the Festival show, and the students could never get enough of
the exquisite harmony. Phil also challenged other chapters to
engage in youth outreach, and had numerous events occurring
annually throughout the District to his credit.
Providence has suddenly removed Phil Ricks from this critically important role in the development of the future of barbershop harmony. Hopefully Phil's replacement will be providentially
called to carry the work onward. It is natural to feel inadequate,
but if you love kids and have a passion for preserving this art
form, you can learn and excel in leadership, keeping the RMD in
the forefront of Youth In Harmony.
In her announcement of Phil's tragedy, his wife Karla stated:
"Barbershop is Phil's life. He will miss you all very much." Cards
may be sent to:
Karla Ricks
3246 S. 1400 W.
Rexburg, ID 83440-4131

District website: www.RMDsing.org

Dr. Tony Pranaitis, Chiropractor
TonyChiro@juno.com
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RMD Vocal Expressions magazine is published six times yearly. Two are printed for
all members: Jan/Feb and Aug/Sept issues. Four issues are posted online: March/
April, May/June, Oct/Nov (after Fall Convention), and Dec.

Steve Jackson
215 Cheyenne St. Lot 18
Golden, CO 80403
303 384-9269
sjjbullead@comcast.net
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Send all articles, photos, ads, business cards, news, etc. to editor by the requested deadline, please, in ASCII text, jpgs, text only, pdf, or Word documents. Original copy is preferred. You can also mail floppy disks or CD’s. Non-member subscription price is $5.00
per year. Member subscription rate is $3.00 which are paid for by RMD dues. Unless
carrying a byline, all articles are by the editor and may or may not reflect the views of the
District or the Society.
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RMD Loses Phil Ricks

Phil is gone but not forgotten
By Mike Deputy

Happy New Year!
As we start the new year I would like to say Thank You to
those on the District Board who are moving on either to new positions or off the board.

• Mike Deputy moving to Immediate Past President after a
spectacular two years as President
• Lee Taylor moving to Executive Vice President in addition
to VP for Chapter Support and Leadership Training
• Merle Quigley moving to Assistant Secretary from Secretary
• George Brown stepping down from a great run as Treasurer
• Shawn Mondragon stepping down from VP Marketing &
PR (remember Albuquerque?)
• Len Siler stepping down from VP Events
Into those positions that have been vacated we have a new
crew ready to serve the District:

•
•
•
•
•

Dick Stark – Secretary
Dave Myers – Treasurer
Duane Bosveld – VP Events
Daniel Clark – VP Marketing & PR
John Elving – VP Chorus Director Development

And my deepest appreciation to those stalwarts who are
continuing in their positions:

• John Coffin – VP Contest and Judging
• Dan Clark – VP Music and Performance
• Tony Pranaitis – VP Membership Development, VP Harmony Foundation
• Rod Sgrignoli, Tony Pranaitis, John Coffin – District
Nominating Committee
• Steve Jackson – Vocal Expressions Editor
• James Harper – District Webmaster
• Tony Pranaitis – Editor of RMD Weekly

SEE THAT RMD PRIDE SHINE
2008 Rocky Mountain District Quartet Champions

Baritone Ryan Wilson
Lead Curtis Terry
Bass Travis Tabares
Tenor Brian Fox
Contact Curtis: curlymt@comcast.net or 720 364-5800

I am sad to report that our friend, fellow barbershopper and distinguished RMD officer, Phillip Ricks, passed
away yesterday evening as a result of a serious stroke
suffered Christmas morning at his home in Rexburg,
Idaho.
Phil loved barbershop music. He is the kind of person
who rolls up sleeves and helps do the work. A natural
leader, he served as a chapter officer and district officer
for many years. He was a champion of youth and for
years has helped organize the Idaho Youth Harmony festivals at BYU Idaho and at high schools in southeastern
Idaho. These programs have been trend setters and have
given hundreds of young people a chance to experience
the fun and beauty of a cappella harmony. Last summer
Phil was instrumental in facilitating the matriculation of a
record number (nine) music educators from our district to
attend Harmony University in St Joseph, Missouri. He
has served with honor as the Rocky Mountain District’s
Vice President for Youth in Harmony. His positive attitude
and dedication have been an inspiration to us all.

I know you’ll all join me in a salute to
Phil Ricks and our love and condolences
to Karla and the Ricks family
We’re going to start out 2009 with a bang!
First thing up is the Quartet Chain Letter. It will start in Albuquerque, Denver, and Salt Lake City on the 1st of January and
hopefully spread through the entire Rocky Mountain District and
beyond by the 31st of July. We have a quartet in each city that will
start the Chain Letter by singing a song and logging in to the District Website, fill out the form and then the fun starts. Each member of that quartet will contact three other men and sing either a
song or a tag and register that information on the website. Think
of how great that’s going to be when we get together at Rocky
Mountain Harmony College in February and spread that singing
across the chapters represented there. Then it’s on to Las Vegas
where we will get another opportunity to sing with men we normally don’t get a chance to.
Speaking of Las Vegas – have you made your reservations
yet? This is going to be a unique opportunity to hear the best
quartets of both the Rocky Mountain District and the Far Western
District in the first ever combined district International Preliminary
Quartet Competition. Did you know there’s also going to be a
High School Quartet competition?
Have you seen the new movie? It CAN be in a theater
near you – but only if you try! It’s called
American Harmony and you can find out all about it at
www.barbershop.org/americanharmony.aspx.
There’s a survey on that page that will help the Society
determine the level of interest across the nation.
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Dan Clark, Dean

2009 Rocky Mountain

HARMONY COLLEGE

FEB 6TH-8TH
We have the coaches. We have the faculty. We have
show quartets. All we need is YOU! Harmony College,
Rocky Mountain Style, promises to be another great barbershop weekend. You'll be part of a massed chorus, under the direction of Society music specialist Jim DeBusman. Jim will brush you up on "Hello Mary Lou" and "I'll Be
Seeing You" and you will thrill the Saturday night crowd
with your performance.
Get your quartet together and come on up for coaching with some of the Society's best, including the four talented men from Vocal Spectrum, the amazing skill of the
great Gashouse Gang lead, Rick Knight, along with
some of our own District coaches. For the second year we
are having Chorus Coaching sessions, and both slots have
been taken. So you'll hear these guys sing on Saturday
night.
And Barbershop Music Courses! Learn about Vocal Production, Presentation, Theory, Directing, Arranging, Standing Ovation Program, International Judging, and
most of all how to have fun singing a barbershop song. All
of this topped off by a Saturday night show featuring you
and your quartet, you and your chorus, you and the
massed RMHC chorus, and featuring our gold medal guest
quartet, Vocal Spectrum. You've got to be there to see it
and be a part of it! Register on the District Website today
or email Bob Reed, registrar, at rgreed1@comcast.net.
The Bestes' in Estes. Don't miss it!
Classes at RMHC will include
Vocal Production
Two one-hour sessions
Chris Richards, International Music Judge, Denver
Music Theory for Barbershoppers
2 hrs
Matt Swann, Arranger & Collegiate gold medalist baritone
Chorus Directing for Beginners
Jim DeBusman, Society Music Specialist

2 hrs

Standing Ovation Program
Brad Ayers, Certified SOP Instructor

2 hrs

Improving Your Presentation in Quartet & Chorus
John Coffin, International Presentation Judge

2 hrs

Arranging A Barbershop Song
2 hrs
Matt Swan Prerequisite: Music Theory or Arranging Class
Quartet Coaching
Multiple 1-hour sessions
Coaching Staff, including gold medalists Rich Knight and
the four men of Vocal Spectrum
Everyman Chorus
Jim DeBusman Open to every man in RMHC; three sessions plus sing on Saturday night
Tag Singing
Learn some new ones, review some old ones
Instructor to be announced

Rich Knight, lead of the
Gas House Gang, will be
part of the terrific coaching
staff at the RMHC
For Your Information
New Music Available - The updated library of published
and unpublished arrangements has been posted to our website.
Since our last posting in August, 201 new arrangements have
been added. To access the searchable PDF file, go to the Society website: www.barbershop.org and click on “Get Music,"
then click on “Search Music Library.” To place your order for
music, contact marketplace@barbershop.org or call 1-800 8767464 and ask for Harmony Marketplace.
Music Free for Schools - If you would like information
about getting free music for a school program contact James
Estes at 1-615-823-3993, ext. 4124.

IT’S GREAT TO BE A
RMD BARBERSHOPPER

ASCAP Update
If you have/had a chapter show in 2008, please send a
check for a minimum fee of $210 made payable to the Barbershop Harmony Society and send it to our office here in
Nashville. We (the Society) will see that the appropriate fee is
paid to ASCAP. For 2009, we have established the annual
minimum ASCAP fee to be $215 and we ask that you follow
the same payment process as outlined above until further
notice.
For chapters that have shows to the extent that they
would exceed the annual minimum fee of $210, please use
the percentage of .0050 as a multiplier against your gross
ticket sales in order to calculate the amount you owe ASCAP
for each show. Most chapters will not even come close to the
annual minimum and should just pay the annual minimum
with their first show license fees. Questions should be sent to
John Schneider at jschneider@barbershop.org
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Tim Waurick (Tenor) is 26 years old, and
is from Levittown, Pennsylvania, but has
recently re-located to St. Louis! He started
barbershopping in middle school in 1993
and has sung in a number of quartets
back home in the Mid-Atlantic District. Tim
previously sang with the quartet Good
Times, competing in the SPEBSQSA International Quartet Contest singing tenor
in 2001 and lead in 2003. Tim met Eric
and Jonny in August of 2002 at Harmony
College held in St. Joseph, Missouri. Eric, Jonny and Dr. Jim
Henry were instrumental in leading Tim to St. Louis to finish
his Music Education Degree at Lindenwood University. Since
being in St. Louis, Tim has started a successful business
(Tim Tracks), where he makes four part learning tacks for
both men and women! tim@timtracks.com
www.timtracks.com

Chris Hallam (Bass) is 28, graduated
from Lindenwood University with an Education Degree and is teaching in downtown St. Louis. Vocal Spectrum was
Chris’ first barbershop experience. A
phone call from a fellow friend and classmate named Jonny Moroni was all it took
to get him hooked on barbershop and he
has been doing it ever since. Chris sang in
select ensembles throughout high school
and has continued to do so during his
studies at Lindenwood. Chris became a member of the Barbershop Harmony Society and since then has joined the Ambassadors of Harmony (2004 International Chorus Champions) and has competed at the International contest with them
three times. Outside of barbershop Chris enjoys traveling
(Disney World), playing guitar, being with his family and his
lovely wife, Megan, and new daughter Abigail.
chrishocky1@yahoo.com
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Eric Dalbey (Lead) is 23 years old, and
has been barbershopping for six years.
Eric’s first barbershop experience was
when a fellow member of his high school
ensemble (Jonny) heard him sing; he
walked right up to Eric and asked him to
sing a tag. Once he found out that Eric
could hold his part, they formed the first
barbershop quartet at Westminster Christian Academy. Eric has sung in many quartets throughout his high school career and
eventually reunited with Jonny and Vocal Spectrum was
formed. Eric graduated in vocal performance and pre-med
from Lindenwood University in St. Charles, Missouri. He
leads the quartet with his smooth, effortless, soloistic voice.
chapmandam@sbcglobal.net

Jonny Moroni (Baritone) is 26, and was
born in St. Louis, MO. He discovered barbershop through a local public access
channel where he found himself watching
four “large” guys singing barbershop harmony, and sure enough it turned out to be
the well known quartet, Expanded Sound.
His next barbershop experience was attending the Ambassadors of Harmony
annual Christmas show in 1997 with his
grandparents; and from then on Jonny
was hooked, and since has gone on to win a total of five International Medals with the chorus. Jonny formed a high
school quartet with fellow member Eric Dalbey, and went on
to win the schools annual talent show, which has become a
tradition for a quartet to compete in the contest. Jonny sang
in a number of quartets throughout high school and into college, where he was once again reunited with Eric in what has
now become Vocal Spectrum. Jonny is currently employed
with AT&T and loves to play golf. jonny.moroni@gmail.com
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Secretary

Executive/CSLT VP

Dick Stark

Lee Taylor

I’m Dick Stark, new secretary for the Rocky
Mountain District. I live in Denver, Colorado, and
sing with the Mile High Chapter. Since September, I’ve been overlapping with my predecessor,
Merle Quigley, who has been kind enough to
show me the ropes and share the duties as I catch on. That can be
a slow process for some of us, especially baritones.

Getting Beyond the Chapter

My first order of business is to encourage chapter secretaries to
get their new slates of chapter officers entered into the Society’s
website, eBiz, and to offer them whatever help is needed to get this
done ASAP. Although eBiz is still a work in progress, the function
for entering and editing officers operates well. Hopefully, chapter
elections have already been held and the men have been installed
that will lead our chapters through this year.
In order for communications up and down the line to work well,
we need to know who it is in each chapter that will be filling each
leadership role. Please send me an email at luronp@msn.com if I
can answer questions, do some of the work on your behalf, or whatever works for you. Members must be current (dues paid up) for
their name to be entered on the officer roster (otherwise, they won’t
show on the drop-down list on the entry form).
A new feature of the eBiz system will be the addition of a new
category called Barbershop Associate. This was instituted particularly for the situations where women have become directors of choruses, but cannot be members of the Society, which continues to
limit membership to “any male person of good character and reputation.” The Barbershop Associate is available to any woman interested in being active with a chapter and belonging to the group in
an official way, at half the dues rate for regular membership. Beginning in 2009, any woman directing a chorus in contest must be a
Barbershop Associate.
Finally, I want to point out and thank chapters who have already got their new officer rosters posted, among which are Albuquerque, Boulder, Duke City, Wasatch Front, Colorado Springs
Metro, Scottsbluff, Montrose, Salt Lake City, Durango, and Mt.
Rushmore.

When I began singing with the Pocatello Chapter, in the summer of 1971, I
knew there was a larger organization out there. I had witnessed an Evergreen convention in Seattle a couple of years
earlier. But I didn't realize Pocatello was in that district, or any
other for that matter. In the spring of 1972, Pocatello hosted a
division convention and contest. This included the Prelims, so
I got to hear the Most Happy Fellows for the first time. That
convention should have expanded my barbershop horizons,
but the significance of division and district conventions didn't
really settle in until I attended one in another town. Then I
was on someone else's turf, with strange performance venues and motel lodging. It was then that I began to cultivate
barbershop friendships beyond my borders, as it were. It was
the beginning of a process that will, no doubt, last a lifetime. I
have friends in virtually every state and province in North
America, and the circle grows with each passing year.
The Society reminds us that the chapter is the fundamental administrative unit of our organization. We may sing in a
quartet, but our support group is our home chapter. Our
weekly barbershop "fix" happens at the chapter meetings.
Please remember, however, that our brotherhood is international in scope. In our avocation, we have the distinct opportunity to rub shoulders with our heroes, to serve and be
served by some of the least selfish and most amicable men
on the planet.
This missive is essentially a plea for barbershoppers to
seek opportunities outside the chapter. Sign up for Rocky
Mountain Harmony College and harmonize with legends from
RMD and beyond. You'll definitely want to consider the spring
convention in Las Vegas, which we will share with the Far
Western District. This event will knock your socks off, especially if they are "socks alike."
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A Magic Pill
By Raymond Schwarzkopf, Chicago, Ill.
What if there was a
magic pill you could
take or give to your
chorus and they would
magically learn their music better? Or
show up enthusiastic about the rehearsal? Or follow your direction better?
Or actually sing what you want them to
sing? Or make better music? Or anything
else you want them to experience each
week in this wonderful “hobby” we call
Barbershop? What would YOU do to get
that magic pill?
Well, there isn't really a magic pill...
but the Barbershop Harmony Society has
the next best thing and it's called Chorus
Directors Workshop Intensive (CDWI)!
CDWI is the ONLY program geared SPECIFICALLY for DIRECTORS and their
choruses that has over a 95% success
rate at creating sustainable, duplicatable,
consistent change and growth in YOUR
chorus. While it is NOT a magic pill, its 12
year history proves that it IS the next best
thing.
During the CDWI, you will receive
PERSONAL, FOCUSED feedback and
help on areas that YOU PICK YOURSELF. This is NOT a curriculum that you
HAVE to follow: it is a process of PERSONAL GROWTH that allows YOU to
have better command of the skills and
ideals that make you a better director...
and your chorus better musicians and

performers... in short, better barbershoppers! There are currently three CDWI
programs:
CDWI 1 is a day long program that is
designed for two full sessions. In the
morning session, only the five invited
Directors and the two CDWI trainers meet
in order to privately discuss the challenges and successes of their chorus
programs. You will explore why you direct, why your guys show up week after
week, what your goals are for the chorus,
what challenges you face in realizing
those goals and finally, what options you
have for overcoming those challenges
and creating more successful rehearsals
(and performances).
In the afternoon session, you will
have the opportunity to direct a live chorus implementing the solutions YOU
chose during the morning session. Video
and live feedback help you gain command of your skills... and the discoveries
throughout the day will pay off MAJOR
dividends as you take those skills back
and use them in your weekly rehearsals.
CDWI 2 is also a day long program,
but gets even more in-depth and allows
you to develop newer skills and solutions
as you and your chorus grow!
The CDWI NEXT LEVEL program is
an even more focused, in-depth look at
YOU, YOUR chorus, and YOUR chapter
and takes place during your regular chorus rehearsals. Imagine what successes
that can have for you and your chorus!
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gram is YOU... and the fact that the program happens in REAL TIME... it addresses what is ACTUALLY going on
RIGHT NOW with YOU and YOUR chorus. No book-learning or theory or jumping through hoops... just good, solid, personal, focused feedback... FOR YOU!
So, what do you have to do in order
to be part of this wonderful program? First
contact your District Vice-President of
Chorus Director Development (your DVP
of CDD doo dah.. doo dah.. sing it with
me!) and ask him to set up a CDWI IN
YOUR AREA. The person to contact in
the RMD is John Elving.
Did I forget to tell you? WE COME
TO YOU! You don't have to spend a
week, or a weekend... it all happens in
one day, somewhere nearby or in your
town. In fact, here's a hint: offer to have
YOUR CHORUS host the CDWI and that
will GUARANTEE it happens in your
area! Let the other four directors come to
you!
There's no magic pill, but the CDWI
program works like magic. We are prepared to help you succeed. All YOU have
to do is ASK for the help! So... GET TO
WORK! Start the ball rolling right now,
today. You have NOTHING to lose and a
whole lot of WONDERFUL MUSIC to gain
for YOU and YOUR CHORUS! Contact:

The greatest asset of the CDWI pro-

John Elving, RMD VP CDD
6806 Peaceful Pines Rd
Black Hawk, SD 57718
605-381-9680
leaderman@earthlink.net

Directors College Scholarship Opportunity
By John Elving, Chorus Director Development VP
Beginning the first of the New Year, chapter presidents, chapter chorus directors, and chapter assistant
directors will receive notification of an opportunity for the directors in their chapter to apply for and receive a
Directors College scholarship, sponsored by the Harmony Foundation.
According to a recent email from Mike O’Neill, Music Specialist for the Society, with the BHS theme of
2009 being the “Year of the Chapter,” it seems to make sense to continue the Society’s recent changed
mindset about the delivery and the eligibility of these scholarships. This year they will be open to anyone who has a desire to stand
in front of the chorus. Those people can be section leaders, warm up leaders, Barberpole Cat leaders, “Keep the Whole World
Singing” leaders, as well as front line and assistant directors…basically anyone who wants to learn how to feel more comfortable
standing in front of the chapter.
Directors College is not just about arm waving. There is incredible emphasis on leadership, pedagogy (teaching methods),
honing music related skills including music theory, critical listening, and problem solving, and many other excellent opportunities
to grow. If you or someone in your chapter has never been to Director’s College and would like to apply for a scholarship, please
contact me for information, requirements and an application form. All applications must be postmarked to the Society Headquarters between February 1 and March 1, 2009. The Rocky Mountain District also has set aside money for scholarships for frontline
directors to attend Directors College. If interested in one of those scholarships, also contact me – the sooner the better. John Elving, leaderman@earthlink.net or 605-381-9680
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Financial Services VP

Tony Pranaitis

"Charity Begins At Home"
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I can hear them now: "I'm already paying 41 cents per
day in their wretched dues...what MORE do they
want? Charity? Bah. Humbug." As Scrooge discovered in
Dicken's classic story, the more he helped others through
his charity, the more his charity helped HIM. How much
would you like to see young people enjoying YOUR
hobby? Enough to make a sacrificial gift?

Charles Dickens is the earliest writer in modern times
to have used this phrase. Dickens also wrote "A Christmas
Carol," the famous story of Ebenezer Scrooge, Bob
Cratchit and Tiny Tim. A miserly man, Scrooge felt that the
poor around him just needed a better grip on their own
bootstraps. After seeing the devastation that his selfish
attitudes were producing (thanks to visits by ghosts of
Christmas Past, Present, and Future), including an empty
chair at the Cratchit table one year later (the loss of Tiny
Tim), Ebenezer Scrooge decided to change the course of
history and became a charitable man. Tiny Tim lived and
love abounded.
Today, even in a troubled economy, membership in
Harmony Foundation's PRESIDENT'S COUNCIL continues to grow. President's Council families contribute at
least $1,000 per year to Harmony Foundation with the vision of "changing the course of barbershop history." There
are now almost 500 families in the President's Council.
Many of the singers in these Youth Choruses are
emerging from Harmony Explosion Camps, also funded
significantly by Harmony Foundation.
Remember, these are "kids" under 30 who are singing
in these Youth Choruses. Many are in school. Many are
trying to save enough money to buy a "clunker" just to
have something to drive. Many are wondering how to pay
for a college education. Many have wives and little babies
at home and are working two jobs to make ends meet.
What if those 490+ President's Council families were
like Scrooge, and just urged these cash-poor souls to get
a better grip on their bootstraps? What if every member of
our Society were like Ebenezer Scrooge?

There will be a Youth Chorus traveling to Pasadena
representing the RMD (called 52eighty). One barbershopper from Denver, Don Groomer, has opened his heart
and his wallet with a $1,000 gift to 52eighty and is challenging every barbershopper in the RMD to contribute $20.
One of Don's chapters, the Denver MountainAires, raised
$500 through individual donations. Other chapters are
conducting similar campaigns. Are you involved?
How is contributing to Harmony Foundation a charitable act that “begins at home?” Harmony Foundation funds
are allocated to projects which enrich the lives of others
through barbershop harmony, including Harmony Explosion Camps, Youth Chorus Festivals, and even Director's
College scholarships. If YOUR Director has never been to
Harmony College, he or she is eligible for a Harmony
Foundation scholarship.
I had the privilege of serving on the committee that
designed "Donor Choice" which allows Harmony Foundation donors to designate up to 30% of their gift to go back
to their chapter or their District. These funds might be used
for local youth outreach projects (a Camp, a Festival, or
sending a Youth Chorus to Midwinter) or paying a Director's travel expenses to get to and from Director's College,
or any other number of philanthropic projects which enrich
lives through barbershop harmony.
You can choose now to live your life like the Scrooge
at the beginning of Dicken's classic tale, or like the charitable Scrooge at the happy ending.

One example of how the course of barbershop history
is being changed is seen at the Midwinter Convention
(Pasadena 2009). Started in San Antonio in 2008, the
Youth Chorus Festival is DOUBLING in size in just one
year. Harmony Foundation is contributing significantly to
this opportunity for young men to experience the joy of
ringing barbershop chords (and all of the fun and fellowship that surrounds being with like-minded singers).

Will "Tiny Tim" still be on the risers next year? It may
be up to you.
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Spring Convention
March 19
19--22
in Las Vegas, Nevada!
By Tony Pranaitis
The 2009 Spring Convention will be
combined with the Far Western District, in
Las Vegas, near the border of our two
Districts. The eyes of the entire Society
are upon this event, as it is a first. Judges
are begging to be on the panel, with an
accumulation of quartet talent second
only to International itself!

The 2009 Spring Convention and Quartet Prelims for the RMD and the
FWD will be held March 19-22 in beautiful Las Vegas, Nevada. Hosted by
the Las Vegas Metro chapter (City of Lights chorus), all events and contests will be held at the Alexis Park Resort Hotel, 375 E. Harmon, Las Vegas, NV 89169. For reservations: 1-800-582-2228; fax: 1-702-796-4334.
Contact email is sales@alexispark.com.

The reigning International champs
O.C.Times are from FWD and will be
there. Between the two Districts you have
over 25% of the International top 20! So
all you quartets: get your shoes polished
and get on stage in Las Vegas! Everyone
else, get your tickets for this extravaganza in sunny Las Vegas. There’s lots of
great airfare deals, everything is under
one roof in a non-gaming hotel (“the strip”
is close if you want to try your luck), and
the chords will be ringing! Make a vacation out of it.

An excellent suggestion from Carl Schultz, Montrose/Durango, Chapter Counselor RMD/FWD

LET’S ALL GO! IT SHOULD BE A BLAST!

Spring Prelims Convention — March 19-22, 2009
Next Spring the International Prelims Contest will be a joint contest with the Rocky Mountain District at Las Vegas.
There will also be a Small Chorus Contest included, so it will be another great weekend in a fun location. You can register for this event with the registration form in the Fall Convention VE or go to the FWD website to ACCESS/download the form.
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Where, Oh Where…Has Your
Bulletin Gone?

New Membership Brochure Flying
off the Shelves!

By John Elving, BETY Contest Coordinator

This new brochure is designed with eight-panels and four
folds. One of the eight panels has room for mailing and return
address information. When unfolded it creates an eye-catching
10x17 poster which can be displayed proudly at your meeting
location, at local schools or the break room where you work. It
can be customized to include chapter meeting and contact information using a stamp or address label.

It is that time of year again when we come on our knees
begging you all to submit your bulletins for consideration in the
Bulletin Editor of the Year contest. Last year we only had two
entries, and since I am not entering this year, someone else
needs to come forward to spur Owen Herndon on to greater
heights.
Seriously, I would ask that you all consider entering the contest this year. We will be having both a hardcopy and electronic
(formerly online) contest this year. We named it electronic to include any type of electronic communication (except text messaging). This includes email (I receive a weekly email which is a fine
publication), HTML, online PDF, blogs, whatever electronic form
your communication takes. The judging parameters for both
hardcopy and electronic are equal with three pieces of the puzzle
being judged—Content (the most important), Grammar & Style,
and Layout & Reproduction (Design & Graphics for electronic).

It is available in lots of 50 for $14.99 or lots of 10 for $4.99,
plus shipping by visiting www.harmonymarketplace.com or calling 1-800-876-7464.

How important is the judging of your bulletin? Just let me say
that personally (I know that Owen Herndon would agree) the
judging of my bulletins has been one of the best things that has
happened for improving them. The kindly and positive critiques I
received have been a huge factor in the improvement I have experienced as an editor. Winning a competition hasn't been the
motivating factor, but only the possible improvement of my chapter bulletin. That is the sole reason for my entering, and it has
worked. I would suggest that you all try it, even if you think you
are not ready. Believe me; you are more ready than you think.
Due to the fact that we have no one who has stepped up to
the plate to take on the job of being the district BETY Contest
Coordinator, (Steve Jackson and I are both way too busy), I am
collecting and disseminating the bulletins for judging this year. All
entries must be mailed to me by January 17, 2009. Please
send them to me. Swamp my mailbox and incoming email with
them. If you need entry forms, let me know. You can also get
them off of the PROBE website:
http://www.harmonize.com/PROBE/contests/contests.htm
One rule change you all need to be aware of is the membership requirement. To enter the contest and be eligible for the
International Bulletin Contest, you must be an active member of
PROBE for both the years 2008 and 2009. Your chapter should
be paying your membership anyway. It is a reasonable ($10 per
year) expense on their part. There is also a membership application available on the PROBE website:
http://www.harmonize.com/PROBE/Probe Membership Form.pdf
Chapter Presidents: Sometimes it takes some gentle prodding from you to get your editor to enter the contest. I know.
That’s how I got involved. Remember – just like gaining new
members or making a sale, it often takes several times of presenting the idea to your editor before it takes effect. So keep talking it up as to how to get your chapter recognized for his/her
great efforts!
I am hoping to see lots of your bulletins arrive for entry in the
BETY contest this year. There are many great bulletins of much
use to your chapters out there. Let's continue to keep the RMD in
the forefront of BHS publications.

Youth In Harmony Challenge
Has your chapter completed the first “Youth In Harmony
Challenge?” If so, let us know about it!
Now is the perfect time to support a local school by attending
a concert, helping them with ushering or fundraising, or introducing a Singing Valentine’s Program to a school’s choral department. You can also complete the “Challenge” by identifying a
qualified member of your chapter to serve as your “Chapter VP of
Student Activities” for 2009.
Once you complete any of these,
send an e-mail to
youthchallenge@barbershop.org
by January 31, 2009. In an upcoming
Harmonizer, your chapter will be
recognized and listed as completing
the “Challenge.” Check out page 50
of the September/October 2008
Harmonizer for more details!
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INFORMATION ON LICENSING CHAPTER SHOWS
By RMD Secretary Dick Stark
As the conduit for chapter secretaries in licensing chapter shows, I wanted to take a few paragraphs to outline
the process we need to follow. In general, performances must be licensed whenever songs other than those in the
public domain are performed, and when an admission is charged. If you are a guest on a show hosted by another
group, that group generally is responsible for licensing.
The BMI/SESAC license is the clearance that must be procured prior to the performance, and is coordinated through the District Secretary. The application form can be found on the Barbershop Harmony
Website (www.barbershop.org). When you get to the Society’s homepage, select Document Center at the
top, and then, under the heading of Chapter Business Documents, click on BMI/SESAC Application. The
form will be displayed and can be printed.
Complete the form, indicating the
location, date, and number of performances. A table at the bottom of the form
gives the rate per performance. Most
shows (unless the capacity of the venue
exceeds 1,500 seats) will require a fee of
$28 per performance. If you are doing
matinee and evening performances, for
example, the total fee will be $56. Have a
Chapter Officer sign the form, usually the
Secretary.
Mail the form, along with a check
for the license made out to the Barbershop Harmony Society, to me (Dick
Stark, 1424 S. Dover Way, Lakewood
CO 80232). I approve the license for the
Rocky Mountain District (RMD), and
forward three copies and the check to the
Society headquarters in Nashville.
I
return the original license document to
the chapter, to the return address the application was mailed from. Finally, I notify the appropriate calendar editors
(Vocal Expressions, RMD Website, and
the joint Sweet Adelines/Barbershop Regional Calendar) for inclusion in these
documents.

There is also an ASCAP fee that
must be paid. The current guidance,
while the process and fee amount are
under review, is that if a chapter has at
least one show during the calendar year,
a check, payable to the Barbershop Harmony Society, should be mailed directly
to the Society Headquarters in Nashville.
This payment is not due until after the
show(s), and should be sent to the attention of John Schneider. In almost all
cases, the amount for 2009 is $215.00 (it
was $210 for 2008). Only if ticket revenues exceed $43,000 would a larger
amount be required; in this case, multiply
total ticket revenues by 0.005, and send
this amount.

The RMD allows chapters to reserve
future show dates prior to actually going
through the licensing process. Dates can
be reserved up to two years out by notifying me in writing (postal mail or email)
the date you have an interest in, the chap-

ter name, and the location of the show. I
will then have the show posted in the
Vocal Expressions newsletter with an
asterisk before the date. This will reserve
the date until six months prior to the date,
by which time the BMI/SESAC license
must be procured. If that doesn’t happen,
the date will be shown with two asterisks,
meaning that the date has been requested
but is no longer reserved, and is again
available to other local chapters.
To protect chapter shows, the RMD
has a policy against more than one chapter show on the same day within fifty
miles of one another, unless there is
agreement between the two chapters. In
cities with more than one chapter, coordinate with other chapters that may be interested in the date you are considering.
If you both decide to use the same date,
there must be written concurrence sent
with the second BMI/SESAC application
from the chapter that first reserved or
licensed the date. As always, if you have
questions, shoot me an email, and we can
work out an answer.

Use the New Membership Video PSAs to Promote Barbershop to Potential Members
The Barbershop Harmony Society is always looking for ways to expand awareness and attract new members to our organization. Video is one of the most popular mediums available to organizations to get their message communicated to others. Enter this
link http://www.barbershop.org/videopsa.aspx to visit a web page where you can download five different video PSA’s available to
Society chapters. You can have a tech savvy member of your chapter “right click” to download these files to a computer and burn
these DVDs yourself in house and make as many copies as you want at no charge. You can also visit the Society’s official channel
on www.YouTube.com to grab the code for the 60-second International PSA and embed this code on your chapter or district website.
If burning your own DVD’s is not an option, you can also call the Harmony Marketplace at 1-800-876-7464 and order a quantity
for these for a nominal fee. The item number is 202423. Each DVD will have three PSA’s with the Society's toll-free membership
hotline (60/30/15) and two local PSA’s (60/30) that can be customized with a chapter's contact information.
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The “Updating” of barbershop.org
By Todd Wilson, Director of Marketing, BHS
Greetings from Barbershop Harmony Society headquarters! After several months of work by the folks at www.RandaSolutions.com and
three phases of beta testing, I am pleased to announce the re-launch of our main content site www.barbershop.org. The objectives of
this overhaul are shown below:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Improved overall user experience
Increased (awareness) traffic to the site
Reduction of overall content offered
through the purging of old, outdated information
An improved user experience for nonmembers that aren’t necessarily interested in internally-focused documents like
board meeting minutes and chapter resource materials
Improved navigability
Improved searching capabilities
A main page that is less static with rotating graphic images
Improved monetization of the site through
the employment of rotating banner advertising
Incorporation of more audio and video
content
Content offered in multiple languages

•
•

•
•
•

•
•

What’s new?

•
•

•

•

•

The new site now displays our round
formal seal instead of the horizontal signature
There is now a Google language translator
so that people around the world can view
the site and learn about barbershop harmony in 35 different languages.
The (often irritating) Google ads (that led
you to believe you could download a barbershop ringtone that turned out to be
something else) have been replaced with
links to the world’s most popular business and social networking sites facilitating greater interactivity between Barbershoppers. These sites are particularly
popular among younger folks. The Society
has official Facebook and Myspace pages
but we’re still in the process of creating
official barbershop portals for a few of the
others. It is my hope that frequent users
of these social/business networking sites
will bookmark our home page as the portal they use to access these sites.
The new site now has a section where
people can join a mailing list if they want
to receive information about barbershop.
With 2 million pages views annually, this
should help us capture the contact information of potential members
In the video section, you’ll notice a link to
the Society’s official YouTube channel. A
great deal more public domain video content is about to be added to the Youtube
Channel.

On the Honorary Member page are links
to some video content and to the text of
the Bill Gaither interview.
A new and improved way to find chapters
using GoogleMaps is now available due to
some fabulous work by one of our members
There is now a “request an interview”
sub-header in the press room section
The honorary member page now has photos as well as some links to video content.
In the Interact section is a link that takes
users to a wide variety of barbershop
email lists as well as a working blog.
We’ve already had our first blog entry.
In the staff bios section there are links to
interviews with Ed Watson, Rick Spencer
and yours truly.
The new champs have been added on the
“Champions” page. Bios on all past
champs are now linked to the Wiki page
on each group.

What’s still coming?

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

A searchable music library will eventually
replace the PDF version of the music
catalog now available.
A link to a wonderful YouYube video promoting the International Youth Chorus
Festival will soon be located on the Youth
Chorus Festival page
A plethora of audio files will be accessible
in the “audio” section next week.
Access to dozens of PDFs of the “Free n
Easy” sheet music will be available early
next week.
The Radio Toolkit radio spots will be accessible late next week.
A link to the old “members only” page
where folks can gain access to CJ-20,
which is still hosted there.
The page width still needs to be reduced
An FAQ
The primary architecture of the site still
lacks a few headers and sub-headers
related to Chorus Director Development
and competition (C&J) oriented information, scores, etc., though there is still
information for both of these areas available in the document center.
Many new or recently updated documents
and files are still being added to the document center.
The network of well-spoken content experts on barbershop is still being assem-

•

•

•

bled to complete the “Book a Public
Speaker” page.
A video promoting the Midwinter Convention that will be uploaded to Youtube and
streamed from our website should be
available from the new site early next
week. After that we’ll add some video
PSAs and a video product promoting
Anaheim that will also be uploaded to
Youtube and streamed from our site.
Most of the member-centric content currently located in the “document center”
will soon be moved to a “members only”
Ebiz page behind a password.
A page to hold content from our weekly
Livewire newsletter will soon be available
at www.barbershop.org/livewire. It may be
working by the time you read this message.

Known issues
The site seems to look best when viewed in
Internet Explorer. Firefox of Safari users may
notice some “left justification” of the social/
business networking logos. We’re working to
fix this. The search engine for Harmony Marketplace located at the bottom of the main page
does not yet function properly.
Temporary issue
A great deal of information has been added to
this site in the last few days. As such, until
Google has a chance to index all of this new
content, it may not show up on Google
searches
Where do I send feedback?
First…for the sanity of everyone receiving this
email, do not “reply all” when sending me your
comments. Second…send your constructive
comments to our new web developer, Gena
Dickey at gdickey@barbershop.org
If you visit www.barbershop.org and still see
the old site, go into the Internet Options section of your browser and delete your cache
and/or temporary internet files. When you hit
refresh, you should see the new site.
I’d like to personally thank Gena Dickey for
hitting the ground running on September 15
and working feverishly for the last month to
make this re-launch possible. Your constructive feedback to Gena will help us make this
new content site a much more useful tool for
our members and a better marketing tool to
help us build awareness for barbershop outside our organization. Please spread the word
to all your district and chapter leaders.
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Lifted verbatim (almost) from the Nov/Dec
Tumblewords, Owen Herndon, editor, Colby, Kansas

•
•
•
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He found out where to get cheap copies
made.
He got to know the details of the lives of
every new member.
He felt the agony of defeat (finished last in
his first contest).

Most of all, he experienced the exhilaration
of victory. Think about that for a while. Envision
all those quartets pictured in The Harmonizer,
big gold plates on their chests dangling from pretty lanyards.
They are judged the Society's finest for the year. Now if the Society pleased, they could award the same medal to the year's best
editor. If they did, Owen could always wear that gold medal,
earned for the year 2007. And he would be ours, all ours, Colby
chapter's bulletin editor, “numero uno” in the world!

Owen Herndon
TumbleWords editor

“It is my sad duty to report...”
By Music Vice President Steve Ottem
It is my sad duty to report that during the
board meeting the other night (November
13), our very own world champion bulletin
editor, Walter Owen Herndon, stated that
the December 2008 edition may well be his
last bulletin. If it is Owen's last issue, then a
few things follow:

•
•
•
•

That will be a shame.
I’m going to get my articles in on time. Not going to be
haunted by that error of admission, missing the last deadline.
Too bad more of us didn't make more deadlines, (turn in a
bloody piece. Owen can tape it and stitch it into a decent
article).
Someone needs to pen the obituary while we still have a
paper to publish it.

I don't know when the thing was born. Who started it? Owen?
Originally, it was Tumblin' Tumblewords. Owen changed it to
Tumblewords. Owen learned an awful lot, all those things he
detailed in his tribute to Herb Bayles in the July August issue of
Tumblewords.

•
•
•

What are the odds that members of the Tumbleweed chorus
or a quartet from the Colby Chapter, or even a singer from western Kansas, will ever wear a gold medal presented by the Barbershop Harmony Society? Will any of us live long enough to see
that happen?
The odds of winning the bulletin editor's contest are about
that slim. But Owen did it! Through hard work, determination,
good coaching, all those things you read about champions doing,
Owen won it. He did it in the year the international convention
was held in the Rocky Mountain District. He didn't just do himself
proud. He made his chapter and his district proud. We all owe
Owen a debt of gratitude.
We have acknowledged Owen, said congratulations, how
proud we are, etc. But, I don't think it has really sunk in what a
feat Owen has accomplished. Here on the eve of his retirement,
we need to do something special to celebrate Owen's triumph.
Rather than a funeral for the demise of Tumblewords.
Of course, you could prevent Owen's retirement. A flood of
articles for his first-rate bulletin would probably refresh him
enough to keep him going for a few more editions. Just think, he
will be eligible to compete again in 2009. Wouldn't it be greatly
odds-defying for a boy (?) from Western Kansas to win the gold
twice?
While you are planning that party, think about something you
could write about your hobby that would look good in the world's
best bulletin. Pick up your pen, pencil, keyboard and write ...
write ... write. Turn it in.

BEST IN THE LAND!

He learned an awful lot about computers, computer programs, photography, layout, printers and printing.
He learned not to include ethnically offensive jokes in your
paper, if you want to win bulletin editor contests.
He learned that he didn't want to be an English teacher.

English teachers deal every day with people who don't want to
write anything).

KEEP THE WHOLE WORLD

SINGING!
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Register for Harmony University
Harmony University 2009
registration opens on Jan. 2, 2009. New
classes, new faculty, ICE CREAM,
scholarships for directors, arrangers,
quartetters, all on the beautiful campus
of Missouri Western State University.
July 26-Aug. 2, 2009.
For more information visit
www.barbershop.org/harmonyu

RMD Weekly
Mike Deputy, RMD President
Editor: Tony Pranaitis
VP Member Services &
Financial Development/Harmony Foundation VP

HIGH SCHOOL QUARTET CONTEST
IN LAS VEGAS (PRELIMS)
At this coming Spring Convention in Las Vegas, FWD has
invited us to participate in their “High School Quartet Contest.” All
competing quartets and their music educators register for the
High School Contest only, and automatically receive complimentary registration for the convention. The quartet and their music
educator are responsible for their meals, travel expenses, and
hotel rooms. In many cases, local chapters ‘sponsor’ quartets to
help offset these costs.

Pictured above is the 2008 Youth Harmony Camp staff and
students. Held every June in Socorro, New Mexico at the
college, it is four fun-filled days of instruction and harmony,
ably hosted by the Bernalillo County chapter. Clinicians
this year were Farris Collins and Beth Bruce, and
were assisted by The Summit and that’s all we know!

Upcoming activities for the Duke City Sound are:
Jan. 7th Chili’s 505 Benefit — come by and hear the 505 sing
and donate by purchasing between 4 pm and 10 pm.

The FWD Association of District Quartet Champions provides judges, who not only score the quartets but provide postcontest coaching sessions which inspire the young singers immensely. The focus of these “A&R” sessions is not so much
‘talking’ about what goes on in the contest, or ‘talking’ about what
it means to be good singers. It is much more effective and higher
impact for the young men to be on their feet experiencing a personal coaching session from some of the best quartets in the
Society.

Jan. 8th Rehearsal to review for La Vida Llena show

The HS afterglow has really developed into a wonderful late
night party, and is one of the highlights of the weekend for the
boys that attend. Lots of soda and pizza and snacks, and it goes
on for hours. No adults (and no alcohol) are allowed in, just the
kids and top five adult quartets – who come in and sing a song,
then they teach the kids a tag. They sing that tag several times,
then allow the guys to quartet the tag with the teaching quartet.
The adult quartets also share how they got started singing, which
is also inspiring to the kids.

March 28 The Summit headline the Denver MountainAires
show in Wheatridge, Colorado

Any RMD chapters that know of high school quartets interested in participating should contact RMD President-elect Woody
Woods at execvp@rmdsing.org

Jan. 20th 7:15 pm La Vida Llena Life Care Retirement Show
A half hour performance for the LVL community
Feb. 13-14 All four local chapters (who’s the fourth?) New
Mexi-Chords, Duke City Sound, Enchanted Mesa Sweet Adelines, and….. 7 am until ? Registered and unregistered quartets
welcomed.

April 19 3:00 pm performance at Rio Rancho Artist Series
July 11 A 50 minute performance by the chorus for the High
Country (it’s a joint show) chapter in Lakeside, Arizona at 2:00
and 7:00 pm
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Serenader, Becky Whalen, editor
beckywhalen@comcast.net
From the New MexiChords comes
their 4th quarter issue, ably edited by
Becky Whalen. Please note Becky’s new
email address.
President Phil Middleton: Seems to
me that we are entering the last third of a
really successful year. The spring show
was one of the best entertainment values
ever offered by an amateur organization
in this town. I think all of us wish we had
been more energetic in selling tickets. I'm
guilty of cheating some of my regular customers out of a good time and I'll not do
that again. Plans are already being drawn
up for the 2009 show, so let’s each lay
our own plans for getting more “buns in
the chairs.” Contest third of the year was
a big success, I think.
Although we didn't qualify for International (note tongue planted firmly in
cheek), we did get a chance to see just
how high Denver has raised the bar. Personally, I pleasantly recall those days
when we did the International deed, but
I'm just not up to it these days. I do take
great pleasure in doing the National Anthem at Balloon Fiesta/ballgames, etc.,
recording the contest set for a CD and
performing for local audiences, so there
are still plenty chances to enjoy this
hobby.
We are in the last third of the year and
opportunities to excel are slipping away.
The Christmas Show promises to be a
great excuse for bringing some holiday
cheer to our loyal audience. Since we
don't need to learn 10 new songs, perhaps we can use this show prep to improve our personal skills. Do you think our
customers would notice? Let’s try that just
to see how successful we might be. If it's
great in ‘08, it's gonna be fine in ‘09.
Colorado Springs welcomed the
2008 Rocky Mountain District competitors
and fans to this beautiful city. The New
MexiChords invited the judges and audience to travel with them down to New
Orleans, as they took to the stage wearing sparkly vests in Mardi Gras colors.
The fans in the audience wore beads and
tweed green, gold & purple umbrellas,
and cheered as our chorus gave renditions of Basin Street Blues and Listen to
That Dixie Band.

JAN/FEB 2009
Denver Mile High qualified to represent the Rocky Mountain District at the
International Chorus Contest in July 2009.
Three of our quartets also competed (total
of twenty-three): Rio Bravo, First Light
and After School. The District Quartet
champion was McPhly from Denver Mile
High. Steppin’Out qualified to represent
RMD at the International Seniors Quartet
Contest in Pasadena, California.
The slate of officers for 2009 will begin serving their term on January 1 and
will be formally installed at the annual
banquet later that month. Please congratulate these men for their willingness
to serve, and thank the ones who are
stepping down. Phil Middleton is repeating as President and has a strong, experienced board to help him guide our chapter throughout 2009.
Nov 22 Leadership Seminar, Albuquerque
Dec 5 Enchanted Mesa Christmas Show
Dec 6 Enchanted Mesa and Duke City
Sound Christmas Show
Dec 13-14 NMC Christmas Concert
Dec 15 Rotary Club Performance
Dec 16 &18 Park performances

New MexiChords
Mission Statement
The members of the Albuquerque
Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society dedicate themselves to:
• Continually seek the joy to be found
in singing well in the barbershop style,
• Promote the benefits of our hobby at
every available opportunity,
• Provide our community with high
quality musical entertainment, and
• Foster continual musical growth and
fellowship among the members.

Vision Statement
It is the vision of our chapter to
achieve continuous improvement in our
music, presentation, and singing, and to
achieve a high level of performance.
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IS YOUR CHAPTER INVOLVED?
S-022 Albuquerque, NM New MexiChords 505-242-4451 singers@newmexichords.com newmexichords.com
S-020 Bernalillo County, NM Duke City Chorus 505-281-5187 wfchambers@direcway.com dukecitychorus.com
S-033 Billings, MT Big Sky Chorus 406-254-6781 bfblgs@hotmail.com
S-001 Boulder, CO Timberliners 303-499-0788 mabijones@earthlink.net harmonize.com/timberliners
S-016 Burley, ID Snake River Flats 208-436-6047 jimrodg@pmt.org
S-083 Cache Valley, UT Bridgerland Barbershoppers 435-245-5870 andrus359@msn.com
S-079 Casper, WY Oil City Slickers 307-234-1460 Rlbull_1@juno.com
S-084 Cedar City, UT Iron County Minors 435-586-4993 jimchris@skyviewmail.com
S-078 Cheyenne, WY Wyomingaires Chorus 307 637-0600 wyomingaires@steigerfamily.com harmonize.com/wyomingaires
S-009 Colby, KS Tumbleweed Chorus 316-397-2480 big_o@st-tel.net
S-091 CS Metro, CO Peak Experience 719-528-8702 woody@peakexperiencechorus.org peakexperiencechorus.org
S-002 Pikes Peak, CO America The Beautiful Chorus 719-272-4390 howie2u@msn.com atbchorus.com
S-028 Denver, CO Denver MountainAires 303-987-2520 rgabelein@comcast.net mountainaires.com
S-003 Denver, CO Sound of The Rockies 303-987-2116 gequelch@frii.com soundoftherockies.com
S-024 Durango, CO Narrow Gauge Chorus 970-259-0313 cmpete@frontier.net durangobarbershoppers.com
S-082 Garfield County, CO Mountain Sounds 970-285-9526 larryt@sopris.net
S-089 Grand County, CO Grand Chorale 970-726-0343 joyceclair@hotmail.com grandchorale.org
S-014 Grand Junction, CO Bookcliff Chorus 970-242-8643 harmony@bookcliffchorus.net bookcliffchorus.net
S-088 Idaho Falls, ID Eagle Rock Station Chorus 208-524-3217 ckjensen@cableone.net
S-004 Longmont, CO Longs Peak Chorus 303-922-3804 behnetn@Louisville.Stortek.com harmonize.com/Longmont
S-017 Los Alamos Area, NM Lads of Enchantment 505-662-7985 dwb@lanl.gov
S-006 Loveland, CO Valentine City Chorus 970-229-0947 PA1936@aol.com valentinecitychorus.com
S-037 Montrose, CO Black Canyon Chorus 970-240-1801 williesut@aol.com blackcanyonchorus.org
S-007 Spearfish, SD Northern Black Hills 605-642-5196 djunek@mato.com
S-090 Ogallala, NE Cowboy Capital Chorus 308-284-8358 Roygod@gpcom.net harmonize.com/ccc
S-008 Pocatello, ID Idaho Gateway Chorus 208-237-2623 DRommel685@aol.com idahogatewaychorus.com
S-076 Pueblo, CO Sunsational Chorus 719-250-5993 RR52@comcast.net gopueblo.com/sunsationals
S-018 Rapid City, SD Shrine of Democracy 605-348-2683 JimGogolin@aol.com shrineofdemocracychorus.org
S-015 Rexburg, ID Carousel Chorus 208-520-1499 rob_doo@msn.com
S-035 Salt Lake City, UT Beehive Statesmen 801-694-4068 miner7th@comcast.net beehivestatesmen.org
S-005 San Juan County, NM Four Corners Harmony 505-326-4306 cncspencer@gobrainstorm.com
S-010 Santa Fe, NM Harmonizers 505-983-1981 charlesbarbee@msn.com
S-043 Scottsbluff, NE Sugar Valley Singers 308-635-3250 cnichols1@bbc.net
S-030 Sterling, CO Centennial State 970-522-7566 Tracyl@sterlingcomputer.net
S-068 Utah Valley, UT Skyline Chorus 801-225-8108 gene.evey@Juno.com uvskyline.org
S-081 Wasatch Front, UT Saltaires Show Chorus 801-451-8434 skiwit@hotmail.com saltaires.org

HELP! THIS NEEDS TO STAY CURRENT, OTHERWISE IT’S JUST WASTED SPACE!
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Apply for Larry Ajer's Quartet Scholarship Now!
The Larry Ajer Endowment Fund is for a quartet that has had success at the district
or international contest levels and which seeks greater success in show and contest performances. The winning quartet receives free tuition for a week of coaching by the likes
of Joe Connelly, Kim Hulbert, Sean Devine, Tim Brooks, and Alan Gordon. Travel
is not covered. Qualifying quartets must have been registered with the Society for at
least two years, have placed in the top 10 at a district contest and must have competed
in at least one international preliminary competition.
Applicants must submit an application and a DVD/video tape of a 10-15 minute show
performance no later than April 21, 2009, along with a letter that states their reasons for
wanting the scholarship, their goals, and an outline of their accomplishments over the
past two years. Include contact info for three barbershop references.

Download applications
http://www.barbershop.org/scholarships.aspx
or e-mail Becca Box at cakiwatson@barbershop.org bbox@barbershop.org
Mail completed applications and DVD/Video to
Rich Knight, 709 High Point Drive, Lake St. Louis, MO 63367

2008 District BOTY
Lee Taylor, Salt Lake City, Utah
RMD Barbershoppers of the Year
Albuquerque
Bernalillo County
Billings
Boulder
Burley
Cache County
Casper
Cheyenne
Colby
CS Metro
CS Pikes Peak
Denver Mile High
Denver MountainAires
Al Klinger
Durango
Carroll “Pete” Peterson
Farmington
Garfield County
Grand County
Grand Junction

Longmont
Los Alamos
Loveland
Montrose
Ogallala
NONE
Pocatello
Pueblo
Rapid City
Rexburg
Salt Lake City
Santa Fe
Scottsbluff
Spearfish
NONE
Sterling
Utah Valley
Wasatch Front

For the March/April issue, it would be nice to be able to list
YOUR 2008 “Barbershopper of the Year” in this space.

So, get those names to me ASAP, thanks.
Steve Jackson

RMD
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Durango, Colorado
ON TRACK E-Bulletin
Carroll Peterson, editor
cmpete@frontier.net
Amy Barrett, director: Thanks for
working so hard on your Christmas music.
I know there's a lot of new stuff, but I
hope you are enjoying it. It should be
really fun to join the women barbershoppers on stage. There are not many Tuesdays left before our first performance on
Dec. 9—just four! Please come every
week, and do take some time to look over
the songs before rehearsal night.
Pay some special attention to "Mary
Lou Who," and get those words learned.
By Tuesday, the 11th, you should know
the first verse and chorus cold, and you
should have gotten started on the second
verse. I think we are singing better than
ever. We can make this Christmas show,
with its many unusual songs, a really special treat for the community.
Tuesday, Dec. 9, sing at Four Corners Health Care Center at 7 pm. We will
warm up at 6:30 in the Activities Room,
rather than in the front lobby. That room is
just a couple of doors south of the dining
room, and can be reached from either
entrance. After the performance we will
go to Christ the King for one last rehearsal.
Thursday, Dec. 11, Noel Night downtown. Quartets or VLQ’s are urged to
wander and sing along Main, in stores
and restaurants. There will be a half hour
set aside for barbershop quartets or a
VLQ to sing in the Main Mall from 5:30 to
6, after which the performers can begin
their singing in downtown businesses.
This has really been fun and rewarding in
past years, and it should be again.
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Tuesday, Dec. 16, our free community Christmas show at 7 pm at the Durango Arts Center. We will be a part of the
"Holidazzle" events downtown. Therefore,
we’ll be listed in the inserts in the Durango Herald, so we will get good publicity for this show.
Tuesday, Dec. 16, Maxine and I invite you and your spouse and/or guests to
join us for a dessert party at our home at
622 East Third Avenue, immediately following the Christmas show. Please bring
a dessert plate to share. We will furnish
dishes and drinks. There'll be more music
for everyone, and a time to celebrate
Christmas and our great hobby.
In spite of really awful weather and
bad roads, we had a successful Christmas concert on Tuesday, Dec. 16th, at
the Arts Center with comfortable seating
and refreshments available. It was great
to have all the free publicity in the special
“Holidazzle” section of the paper; that’s
the main advantage of a downtown concert. It was really special to share the
risers with the women barbershoppers,
and very nice to sing some completely
different music, some of it with piano accompaniment. I want to especially thank
the members of A Woman’s Prerogative
for coming to all those extra rehearsals
and making our Christmas concert one to
remember. Many people expressed appreciation and approval of our show to
me.

JAN/FEB 2009

All three chapter quartets performed,
too. I know that the quartets did other
Christmas shows as well, including singing at Noel Night, the Mesa Verde National Park holiday party, a Mormon
church Christmas dinner party, and several private Christmas parties. Thanks for
representing the chapter so well at the
Christmas season.
The bad weather prevented a few
singers, both men and women, from getting to the show but our two Farmington
members got there. They said the roads
were fine until they got to the city streets.
On Tuesday, Dec. 9, we did a Christmas
program for the Four Corners Health Care
Center. Their activities director, Carol
McKelvey, said that she has been there
for 21 years and we have sung there
every one of those years.
Barbershopper of the Year was
given to editor Pete Peterson at the reception following the Christmas show.
The award was more than just the BOTY;
it was a very attractive glass sculpture,
inscribed as a Lifetime Achievement
Award. “How honored I am to receive this
unique and attractive award. Thanks,
everyone, and especially thanks to chapter president Jay Alsup for thinking up
the award and making an eloquent presentation.”
We presented a Christmas gift to our
director, Amy Barrett. This year she received a burgundy casual polo shirt with
the chapter logo and a special inscription
which reads, “Without Amy, our lives
would B Flat.” Attached to the shirt, as a
kind of fringe benefit, were bills of all denominations from $1 to $50, totaling
about $325.00. Thanks to all of you who
contributed to this gift, which is a small
way to show how much we appreciate
and love our voice teacher/director.
Jay Alsup and Danny McMannis
have been working on our chapter web
site, durangobarbershoppers.org.

VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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Article Last Updated;
Friday, December 19, 2008

Peterson is Durango's godfather of barbershop
One of original Narrowgaugers has been singing for 75 years
by Karin L. Becker
Special to the Herald

Known to some as "Dr. Pete" and to others as the "godfather of barbershop," Carroll Peterson does not take
his titles lightly. He earned the former for teaching English at Fort Lewis College for 30 years and the latter by
boasting what he claims is the longest tenure of any local barbershop singer.
For 40 years, Peterson has been singing with The Narrowgaugers, the
name of Durango's chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society, but his
legacy of singing goes further back. His debut came when he was 4
years old, and 75 years later, he's still at it. Throughout these decades
of music, Peterson has sung in choirs in churches and school groups, in
gospel quartets, opera and musical theater. Additionally, he plays the
piano, although he warns his playing "is not fit for public consumption."

Photo by YODIT GIDEY/Herald

Carroll Peterson introduces the next act at
the Christmas Barbershop Concert at the
Durango Arts Center on Tuesday evening.

On Tuesday, at the Durango Arts Center, Peterson, along with 20 other
men, performed in the Christmas Barbershop Concert. They were directed by Amy Barrett, who, Peterson said by phone Monday, they are
all "hopelessly in love with" for her musical talent and energy.

They sang lesser-known carols like "He Is Born the Child Divine," which
they found on the Internet with free arrangements. They added silly
songs like "Nuttin' for Christmas" and a comic spinoff called "Twelve
Days After Christmas." And they sang them all in their characteristic four-part harmony, with Peterson pumping
up the baritone section. The women's chorus "A Woman's Prerogative" joined the men in mixed harmony for
three numbers. Peterson worried before the concert that not everyone would plow through the snow, but the
Arts Center was nearly full, he later reported.
Peterson is a founding member of the Narrowgaugers, established in 1968,
and has traveled across the globe to visit other chapters of the Barbershop
Harmony Society. He and his wife, Maxine, traveled to China, where Peterson learned to sing a bit of barbershop in the local language. His preference
in music varies, but he prefers American pop, which he said is distinct from
European music. Essentially, Peterson likes everything, even some rock 'n'
roll, except rap.
When he's in the mood for more serious music, Peterson will listen to classics such as Hayden, Vivaldi, Beethoven, and Mozart. There is a modest
resurgence in barbershop singing, he claimed. Although it "will never take
the place of the Lawn Chair Kings, a cappella singing is popular on college campuses and in niche markets," Peterson said. The advice Peterson would offer to singers is simple: "Keep at it."
"Often, people have a good time singing but lose track of it," he said. Singing is something to do for the rest of
one's life; it is personally satisfying and publicly entertaining. Peterson's New Year's resolutions are twofold: to
improve his barbershop quartet "First Class Delivery" and to keep his voice young - "It's gotten old and
creaky." To that end, he will start taking voice lessons after Christmas. When Peterson rings in the New Year, he
intends it to be in four-part harmony and in perfect pitch.
becker_K@fortlewis.edu
Karin L. Becker teaches composition at Fort Lewis College.

RMD

VOCAL EXPRESSIONS

Photos taken by Mike Deputy
and sent to me later that same night.
I think we ought to make Mike the
official District photographer

Whatta ya think?
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Like many chapters in the RMD, the Salt
Lake City Beehive Statesmen held an annual
Christmas show. Ours was different because
RMD President Mike Deputy was in attendance, and he blazed away with his camera! It
was a good show; well-attended and featured
four of our chapter quartets. We featured a
group of ladies from the Mountain Jubilee
chorus, and we did a joint number with
them. We presented the traditional (for us)
Twelve Days of Christmas (the barbershop
version) with audience participation. We even
had Santa drop in. On the downside, he sang
baritone.
Lee Taylor
The Christmas show is not our money
maker but is our most fun. We present the
Twelve Barbershop Days of Christmas with
the audience divided into twelve sections to
sing each days representation, with large
poster prompts, and a touch of competition
between them. The audience looks forward
to it every year.
The quartets, of which we had four this
year, picked their own renditions. All-A-chord
is a three generation quartet. They sang Mary
Had A Baby. Fault Line, in which I sing
lead, is the newest of the chapter quartets and
we sang I'll Be Home For Christmas.
Mainstream followed up with Jolly Old St.
Nicholas. Uinta Barbershop was our coheadliner with The Christmas Connection,
an ensemble put together from the Mountain
Jubilee chorus, by Beth Bruce, our director. They both sang several numbers before
the chorus returned to the risers to share a
song with the ladies.
Beth Bruce is a tireless musician. She
directs the Beehive Statesmen and is the codirector of the Mountain Jubilee chorus with
Tori Postma. Beth teaches fourth grade and
also directs her church choir. Beth is never
unprepared for a chorus rehearsal and as a
vocal specialist and coach, she is always coming up with new warm ups and exercises to
enhance, protect and improve our voices. She
introduced new arrangements from Joe Liles
this year that were hits with the chorus and the
audience, Oh Christmas Tree and Do You
Hear What I Hear? As the recipient of the
2008 Queen of Hearts from Region Eight,
Beth is our Queen of Hearts, too. We continue
to improve every year under her direction.
Thanks to Mike Deputy for all of the pictures he snapped. The little guy was hard to
miss in the front row. Thanks to the wives who
sold tickets at the door and decorated the
stage under the direction of chorus wives, Kay
Brown and Tammy Van Ekelenburg. We're
looking forward to next year with new songs,
arrangements and the celebration of the season.
Gene Miner,
SLC President
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ONE MORE TIME

ALL A-CHORD

1992 Int’l Senior Champions

2008 Spring Novice Champions

Jimmy Wheeler, T, Ron Rumel, Bs,
Milt Christensen, L, Bob Evans, Br

Quinton Peck, T, Nick Pond, L
Randy Heaps, Bs, Spencer Peck, Br

Salt Lake City, Utah

HIVE HAPPENINGS
In order to keep some of our loyal University of Utah fan/chorus members from seeing
red (or rather, to allow them to SEE RED) we
have changed the date on our Installation
Banquet from Friday, Jan. 2nd to the following Friday, Jan. 9th. It will be held at 6:30
pm, at the Golden Corral, 675 East 7200 south in Midvale (easy access from I-15).
Banquet room at south end of restaurant.
We are planning to conduct our initial guest nights on Feb.
4th and 11th. Leading up to these events, we will have a feature
article in the SLC Tribune (written by Jan Hopkins - she prepared the Grande Theatre Articles for the Messiah event). We
will feature our All-A-Chord quartet (grandfather, son-in law,
grandson and adopted uncle connection), our near term guest
nights, and Singing Valentines fund raiser (may help our attendance and sales).
Since Feb. 14th is on Saturday this year, we are planning to
SING VALENTINES on both Friday and Saturday. Our four quartets will be singing,
and we want to form a couple more quartets just for the occasion. If you are interested in forming a quartet, let Ryan Riches know. We would really like to sell at
least 100 Singing Valentines this year. For still only $25.00, one of our quartets will
deliver a rose, a card, and two love songs in four-part harmony. Guaranteed to
MELT any heart, and certain to raise the esteem of the sender.
Beehive Statesmen Chapter can boast of five quartets: two emeritus status,
Harmony Hi-Jinks and One More Time; and Uinta Barbershop (with Lee Taylor
on baritone), Mainstream (a revamped Fabulous 50’s with George Brown on baritone), All A-Chord and the Beehive Boys, a standing VLQ whose personnel
change from year to year. The 2006 VLQ took second place in the VLQ contest and
is listed as an emeritus group.
The Music Committee meeting will be held Wed., Jan. 7th at the college at 5:30
pm. On Tues., Jan 20th at 6:30 pm is the January Board meeting, UCCC, Room
103. A Guest Night will be held Wed, Jan. 21st: Bring your singing friends to start
the 2009 music. Refreshments served. 6:30 pm and casual dress.
Saturday March 14th is the St. Patrick Day's Parade, Gateway Shopping Center, 9:30 am — with the wearing of the green. On April 24-25, our Spring shows will
be held at Highland High School. On Sat., May 9th, the chapter will be Singing For
Life: Red Cross shows all day.
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Darin Drown works Sound of the Rockies
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Matt Swan takes the baton

Santa’s a baritone?
Singing with the Kowalski Twins

Darin Drown & Jim Clark? What a duo!

“Santa Baby” and 52eighty

MC Rick Crandall, KEZW, entertains!

Fastlane bustin’ a chord

MCPHLY

A Storm Front blowin’ in?

Chris Vaughn and 52eighty entertain!

STORM FRONT plus Mike Davidson

Jim Clark working the crowd while Mike
Davidson sings with Storm Front

The Davidsons:
Proud papa George and son Mike

VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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House Of Delegates Meeting
Colorado Springs, Colorado
September 26, 2008
Meeting was called to order with the
singing of “The Old Songs” by District
President Mike Deputy and the minutes
of the previous meeting (Spring HOD)
were approved.

Positions still to be filled are Events
VP, Convention Chairman and Historian.
If interested in being a District Officer
contact either Rod Strignoli or Tony
Pranaitis.

District Treasurer George Brown
presented the budget for 2009. The total
amount of $94,505.00 was approved by
the delegates. This is $27,625 less than
the 2008 budget. As an explanation for
the difference it was noted that by joining
with FWD for the Spring Convention in
Las Vegas, the District would have no
monetary obligation for venue or the
Judges but would receive revenue from
those who register from RMD.

CSLT Lee Taylor encouraged all
chapters to send their officers to District
Leadership Academy which is being held
in Denver, Colo. on Nov. 8, Eden, Utah
on Nov. 15 and Albuquerque, New Mexico on Nov. 22. This is a one day school
like last year to cut down on the expense
to the chapter. The cost of registration is
$35.00 per man up to $140.00 per chapter. You can send as many men as you
want at the $140.00 fee.

Music Specialist/Chorus Director
Development Mike O'Neill from Nashville
brought some good news about Ebiz.
Most of the bugs have been worked out
and it's beginning to work for most members. New features are being added and
he encouraged members to check out the
web site. There is free music available for
several programs, contact James Estes in
Nashville. Harmony Foundation provides
125 scholarships for front line directors,
assistant directors and section leaders.
Chapters are encouraged to apply for a
scholarship. This scholarship covers registration costs for Directors College only,
not transportation.

Music and Performance VP Dan
Clark encouraged all to attend Rocky
Mountain Harmony College in Estes Park,
Colo. He has an outstanding faculty lined
up and expects to add several more before the event takes place. Dan also gave
a report on Standing Ovation and the
need for more reviewers. There will be a
Standing Ovation Review track at RMHC
and he hopes to certify more reviewers.

The Society has approved a change
in membership structure for young men
who are first time members. New (first
time) members under the age of 26 now
have their first year Society dues waived.
There is a $10.00 processing fee to cover
the paper work. Dues are reduced to 50%
until the age of 26. Districts are encouraged to waive District dues to match the
Society structure. The HOD approved this
change in dues structure at the District
level and asks all Chapter to consider
waiving Chapter dues for first time members under 26 years of age. This takes
the place of the Student classification
under the old dues structure.
DP Mike Deputy introduced the new
District Officers: President, Woody
Woods; EVP, Lee Taylor; Treasurer,
Dave Myers; Secretary, Richard Stark;
and Chorus Director Development VP
John Elving. These men were sworn in
by International Board Representative
Rod Strignoli.

With FWD and RMD joining for a
Spring Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada,
we are doing something that is a first in
the Society. This will be a Convention like
no other. With the quartets from the two
districts, it gives those attending the opportunity to hear some of the best quartets in the Society at a cost that is affordable. The Headquarters Hotel is a non
gaming hotel a couple of blocks off the
Strip. With new officers coming on board,
the outgoing officers have agreed to work
with them to make the transition as
smooth as possible. It would seem that
RMD is in good hands. Meeting adjourned with "Keep The Whole World
Singing."

Carl Schultz
Montrose Chapter Delegate
From the October Canyon Chords,
Montrose, Bill Sutton, editor

Montrose, Colorado
Canyon Chords
Editor Bill Sutton, williesut@aol.com
www.blackcanyonchorus.org
The October board meeting was at
Larry Wilkinson's house. Since President Vern Dockter was absent, IPP Don
Barnett was designated as acting President. Gene Bond reported on CARA
points, and we are ahead of where we
were a year ago. Gary Amour is going
to, or has retired. Some kind of celebration may, or may not, be planned for him.
Membership VP Don Barnett announced there may be as many as four
new members, then attempted to invoke
his assumed authority by trying to delegate someone to write grants. A new and
confusing slate of possible nominations
for the expiring officers was given by
Dennis Olmstead and Don B. Gene
Bond agreed to take Carl Schultz's place
as a Member-at-large since being the
CARA guy is not getting as much attention as it should. A motion was made to
make a donation to Eastern Star in memory of Connie Barnes. Next meeting will
be Nov. 11.
The November Board meeting was at
Vern Dockter’s; secretary Chuck Frush
didn’t make it until about 7:30 because
his quartet Fourmata had a quick performance at Cazwell’s to a couple about
to get engaged. Don Barnett agreed to
record minutes. The bank balance was
written down, but it took the Board about
15 minutes just to add up the numbers.
That’s what happens when treasurer Jason Ward is baby sitting.
Larry Wilkinson proposed a couple
of singouts before Christmas -- assuming
director Bethany Ward agrees.

VOCAL EXPRESSIONS
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Show chairman Tom Carmichael
says Revolution is not available as guest
quartet because they have disbanded.
However, the new RMD quartet champs,
McPhly, has agreed to sing at our show.
President Vern Dockter announced
he has 91 really cute Teddy Bears that
could be used as an option to a rose for
the Valentine’s Day performances. The
board decided to reimburse Vern for the
bears. Then there was a rousing discussion about how much to charge for a
singing Valentine next year. Nothing was
done so maybe it will be decided at the
December Board meeting at Dennis
Olmstead’s house (after some Italian fare
at Pahgre’s? — Chuck Frush's suggestion). Larry Wilkinson will handle Singing Valentines (had a weak moment).
Gene Bond was pressed into handling
the Delta requests once again.
We will go Christmas caroling Dec.
18, visiting as many nursing homes as
possible. We will sing at Colorow on Dec
4th before our regular practice. Larry
Wilkinson will find out if we would be
welcome. Dr. Bob turned Larry onto
someone at the San Juan Living Center
who wants the chorus to join them at a
wine and cheese social hour on Dec 11.
No Christmas songs, unless we want to
sing them, with a regular practice afterwards at the Julie and Dennis Olmstead
home.
Mark Jan. 8 on your calendar for the
annual Officer Installation Banquet, a
potluck at the Holiday Inn Express.
Thanks Larry and Foxy Wilkinson for
making the arrangements. Don Barnett
will bring drinks. We have been asked to
help Montrose light the Christmas tree at
the Court House on Nov 28.
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There was snow falling as we sang
and led the assembled large crowd and
kiddies in Christmas Carols. It was more
casual than professional. But we did have
our Red Books for show. “Since we were
tasked to lead the audience in songs with
printed words passed out, any opportunity to sing in harmony was missing …
although some tried anyway” from editor
Bill Sutton.

President Vern Dockter: date of our
next annual show is March 28th. Between now and then I count 20 weeks.
Sounds like a long time. But in reality,
we have less than 15 full weeks to get the
show ready. Last year we presented perhaps our best concert ever - to one of the
largest audiences ever. Many of them will
come back, and hopefully bring friends to
hear us do an even better show. We don't
want to disappoint them so I hope you are
listening to your learning tracks and planning to be at every chapter rehearsal you
can. Let's promise one another we will
keep "ringing those chords" like never
before.
Vern Dockter and Don Barnett are
going to the RMD Leadership Seminar
near Ogden, Utah this weekend; Vern
will be attending the presidents class and
Don will be attending the membership
VP class -- just $35 each! We've seen a
few pick-up quartets working lately -maybe towards Valentine’s Day? Maybe
some new chapter quartets? Stay tuned!

Chapter Mission Statement
“Flourishing and growing as individuals, as
a chorus, and as a chapter by singing in an
atmosphere of musical excellence and by
promoting harmony in our lives, our
relationships, and our community.”

Kudos to Tom Chamberlain for doing his best to try to figure out what we
were supposed to do and when, and to
Larry Wilkinson for his efforts to make
sure we knew in advance. But the audience was just thrilled to see Santa, and
our appearance only made it look better.
Lots of Santa hats, scarves, and fuzzy
sweaters helped. All in all it was great
fun and well worth the time and effort.
Our new website address is barbershopsingingmontrose.synthasite.com/CC
At the Dec. Board meeting, Program
VP Larry Wilkinson mentioned that the
Best Western Motel, the historic and traditional abode for our guest quartets, has
been sold, and our “best fan” manager
has retired but Larry has it under control.
Also there was discussion about inviting
the Sweet Adeline chorus to be on our
show and about joining the Montrose
Chamber of Commerce and about Singing Valentines and about using the Community Options kids to put up posters for
either Valentine’s Day or our Concert, or
both.
More talk about
joining the Chamber
of Commerce: could
we gain some advantages if we spent
some bucks to join?
Could we or someone
participate in the Vern Dockter
monthly Business
After Hours bashes? Couldn’t we make
some contacts that could result in a member or two? And maybe a paid singout,
too? President Vern Dockter said he
would fill out the application and give it
to treasurer Jason Ward to take to the
Chamber of Commerce and pay them.
President Vern Dockter wants to know
how the chorus feels about going to a
competition just to get some coaching.
Tell him.

VOCAL EXPRESSIONS

PAGE 26

JAN/FEB 2009

Grand Junction, Colorado
Bookclef, Editor Carroll Owen

crlptow@msn.com
www.bookcliffchorus.net
President Dave Woodward:
Paul Didier does a great job of
keeping us informed with his table
of singouts. Thanks Paul! Please
think about year-end charitable giving. Since the Bookcliff chorus is a 503c non-profit organization, the gifts you make to the
chorus are tax deductible. The only source of income we have is
from Valentines Day and our Spring Show, so year-end gifts are
a big help.
Lloyd’s Unfred's comment about last Thursday’s performance is worth repeating:
Thursday’s performance was one of the highlights of my life.
I have sung for many years and in many groups around the country. On Thursday night we were able to sing a great song so well
that several of the folks in the audience were so emotional that
they were visibly crying. What a great arrangement Joe Liles
wrote of You Raise me Up. There have only been a few times in
my life that I have been so pleased with what happened in a performance. Music is truly the greatest thing I have been involved
in during my 65 years, and singing with all of you is very special
to me. Thanks for a great performance!

Oct. 17 Fundraiser, Grand Mesa Middle School, 2:00 pm, 583
31 1/2 Rd.
Dec. 4 Performance, Avalon,,7th & Main St.
Dec. 6 Christmas entertainment, 1:30 pm, Atrium Assisted Living 12th St. north of F Rd.
Dec. 12 Spirit of Christmas Walk, 6:00 pm, meet at 3rd & Main,
United Country Realty
Dec. 18 School Performance, East Middle School, 7:00 pm.
Feb. 12-14 Singing Valentines
Mar.13-14 Chorus & Quartet Coaching for Show presentation
Apr. 18 Annual Show, Masterpiece, FWD
Secretary Roger McClelland meeting was called to order
6:45 pm Monday, Oct. 6, 2008 by President Dave Woodward.
Dave addressed the new member application for Kevin Gunter
pending. Paul Didier discussed the membership cycle and how
some of the newer members fail to correctly understand how the
yearly cycle works. Even if a member renews late, the anniversary and due date for subsequent years remains the same, much
like auto license plate renewal. It was noted that director contracts are up for renewal. Discussion was tabled.
Arriving late in the meeting, Ken Graybill brought up the
topic of the image of our chorus, focusing on the contrast between quality of music and visual impact of the choreography. It
was noted by several board members that our directors do a superb job of balancing the many factors and wide range of skill
levels to be considered in making plans and decisions. It was
noted this “image” issue and the various decisions that bear upon
both chapter and society priorities and objectives are very complex.
Corey Hulse: I don't know if anyone ever said anything
about this but on XM radio's Channel 4 they have an hour of
barbershop music Sunday nights from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm. I just

The Bookcliff chorus singing for the Sept 11th
“911” ceremonies

Paul Didier: Our annual Membership Drive will take place
on the four Tuesdays as follows: Sept. 30, Oct. 7, Oct. 14, and
Oct. 21. It is very important that we have as many men present
as possible at these sessions. We want to have the best possible
sound to impress our guests. Please mark these dates on your
calendars and plan to be with us. Recruiting is essential if we
want to grow.
Raisha Quinn comments: Really push yourself to make five
contacts per week between now and Sept. 30 so we can have the
best guest night series to date! Wouldn't it be neat to add another 10-15 voices to this great chorus? Imagine the sound! I get
goose bumps just thinking about it! Send your names and addresses to Paul so he can send them invitations. And don’t forget
their e-mail addresses.
More from Director Raisha Quinn: Each
time a chorus or quartet enters a barbershop
contest, they receive coaching after their performance. It is extremely healthy for performance ensembles and soloists to receive coaching from more than one source. In fact, it is
recommended. All of us can learn something
from every performance. It is the barbershop
society judge’s job to help each group become
better at this style. The top choruses and quartets have regular
coaching from outside their group. You will also be amazed at
how many people in this society take private voice lessons.
Many of the performers sing professionally! So….what can you
do? Practice, take suggestions from your directors and coaches
and be as prepared as possible! Always do your homework!
We have had seven guests attend thus far. Welcome to our
newest member Kevin Gunter! Other new members are Nelson
Quinn and Nolan Quinn. Welcome, students. You're keeping
our chapter young! Kudos to our men of note. Next bulletin
deadline is November 18th.
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President Dave Woodward: A great job of recruiting; we
have five new members with one student as a potential member.
Please welcome Carl Bechard (Carl won the “FREE” one year’s
membership drawing), Roy Carson, Wendell Johnson, Chris
Wibblesman and Tim Winegardner (former member who has
transferred from the Frank Thorne chapter) who have joined the
Bookcliff Chorus. On Tuesday Nov. 11th, we had 40 voices;
what a sound. Don’t stop recruiting though because it should be
a year round activity. We have even picked up new members
during the Christmas walk held Dec. 12th. Make sure you have a
supply of our three-fold promotional brochures to pass out.
The show team/music team met Nov. 17th; guest quartet is
Masterpiece. We have a big task in generating sponsorship dollars for our annual show April 18, 2009. Recently, our efforts in
requesting sponsorships from local businesses have been put on
hold because they’re tightening their belts. We will be reviewing
our approach and are also considering seeking out small donors
that have an interest in Barbershop. On March 13-14, there will
be chorus and quartet coaching for our Show presentation.
I talked with a lady this past week who is into music and she
said “Music is a friend that is always available.” Vocal music is
the best of friends because your instrument is always with you.
Keep working on those show tunes as well as our repertoire and
the ‘Polecats’ so those friends will always be with you.
The Bookcliff chorus will sing with the wonderful symphonic
Centennial Band; cost is $5.00. Performance is Thursday, Dec.
4th at the Avalon. Dec. 6th at 1:30 pm at the Atrium Assisted
Living Center, 12th St. north of F Road; Dec. 12th, Spirit of
Christmas Walk, 5:00 pm—meet at the Buffalo; and Dec. 18th,
school performance, East Middle School 7:00 pm.
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New Youth Membership Plan as of January 1
No More Student Classification - Effective January 1, 2009,
per the Society Board of Directors, there is no longer a student
classification from this point forward. We have a new Youth 1
category that includes all men ages 25 and younger. The three
key highlights of the plan are:
Join the Society for $10, period (the $10 covers the processing
and enrollment fee, and materials sent to the new member). Each
subsequent year remains regular member dues until the year in
which he turns 26. There is no longer a “student” classification.
All regular members over 25 years of age pay full membership
dues and all senior members still pay price dues.

Address change
Albuquerque, New Mexico
New Mexi-Chords Serenader editor has relocated into
the city:
Becky Whalen
14323 Camino del Rey
Albuquerque, NM 87123
beckywhalen@comcast.net

President Dave Woodward: What a great time we had
Thursday night singing with the Centennial Band. Thank you
Raisha for arranging this performance and thanks for not falling
off the ladder podium. We also brought Christmas cheer to the
residents at the Atrium on Saturday.
This past weekend I watched the movie “August Rush”
again. What a delight! Here are some of the comments that
Robin Williams as “Wizard” had to say about music. “Do you
know what music is? It’s Gods little reminder there’s something
else besides us in the universe. It’s harmonic connection between all living beings everywhere even the stars.” “You know
what’s out there? A series of higher tones. It’s arranged by nature It’s governed by the law of physics of the whole universe.
It's an energy It’s a wave length.” The best comment he made
reminds me of why I love coming to Barbershop every Tuesday
night. He said “You never quit on your music no matter what
happens because anytime something bad happens to you it’s the
one place you can escape to and let it go.” As Ken Reish puts it
“It’s better than tranquilizers” Also from the “Wizard” “Music
has always fascinated us in the way it communicates without
words, without pictures. Music is all around us – all we have to
do is listen.”
Valentine Chairman Lloyd Unfred: As Christmas winds to
a close (as far as the music is concerned) it is time to start thinking about “Singing Valentines”. We will be doing “Singing Valentines” for three days this year, Feb.12-14th, since Feb. 14 falls
on Saturday. It will give us more opportunity to perform at businesses by extending the days. If you cannot be in a quartet, you
can be involved with selling Valentines. We need the entire chorus to participate in sales.

Director Raisha Quinn: Happy holidays everyone! We
have started our month off with a bang giving two performances
that were a big hit! Thank you to all of you for your dedication
to our chapter. It is a thrill to go and perform for others and have
such a wonderful time! We have three more performances left
and I expect to have a joyous time at each of them.
“Country Count Down” show plans are progressing nicely
but we have a lot of work ahead of us. Your help is needed for
this also. If you would like to be an integral part of the inner
planning and production of the show, please let Lloyd Unfred
know. We will be concentrating on the music and choreography
for the show right after Christmas. We have been producing better shows every year and we want this one to be the best ever.
Learning CDs will be available for you this week to learn your
music. Please use them every day possible so that you know the
words and notes perfectly. We will be starting choreography in
January on Riders in the Sky, Oklahoma, and Wells Fargo
Wagon.

RMD
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Longmont, Colorado

high notes
Gil Norris, editor, ghn@infionline.net

Impressions of a
long time competitor
Great contest, and I have a plan
By Bill Sachs
Friday evening at the Pikes Peak
Center in Colorado Springs for the fall
RMD contest was a real experience for
me. For instance, the winning quartet was
named McPhly. Now is that an inside
joke? Whatever this strange name might
mean, these guys were great. But they
were too young, I thought in a moment of
jealousy, to ever be champions of anything. McPhly’s voices glistened with
youth. Their ballad, Their Hearts were Full
of Spring, is about a couple who love
each other their entire life as in the
springtime of youthful delight. The way
this song was sung was stellar, and it
would be great for them to use at International competition.
Second place quartet ThunderBox
resounded with full-bodied sound. I must
admit my first thought was of a ghettoblasting boom box. But with their first
number, Let’s Burn up the Town, that’s
exactly what they did! Third place went to
Revolution. These kids could have
walked out of my classroom, they looked
so… well, young! As they sang my alltime favorite, Love Me and the World is
Mine, I thought I’d died and gone to
heaven. Their voices, their skills, their
lungs, I must confess, consumed me with
a mixture of jealousy and admiration.
How about that chorus contest? Of
course, I wanted desperately to beat Bernalillo County, but they deftly danced
once again just 2.6 average points out of
our reach. I use the word “danced” tactically, because during their up-tune, Sentimental Gentleman from Georgia, one of
the tenors, dressed like Colonel Sanders,
complete with a white outfit and white hat,
cut terpsichorean capers all over the
stage. This, of course, represents a bitter
view from a bitter man.
Nevertheless, I have a plan for 2009.
I think we should all chip in and get Seth
Patterson dancing lessons. We could
dress Seth as Harry Potter and have him
dance to our singing of “Some Enchanted
Evening,” sprinkling magic sequins into
the dazzled eyes of the judges. Revenge,
I say, is better than bitterness, and I know
my plan could pick up those extra points.

From Secretary Bruce Lunstrum:
The August 12 board meeting was called
to order by president Gerry Swank. The
secretary's and the treasurer’s reports
were presented and accepted.
Our membership gains pretty much
have been offset with losses. We discussed the guests’ likelihood of joining.
We talked about further recruiting,
maybe sending letters to new homeowners, identified by legal notices in the paper.
We discussed what can be
should be done during the break.
might organize a singing program
new members, exposing them to
Polecats, etc.

and
We
for
the

Spring show has been set for May 16
at Vance Brand auditorium. The secretary will apply for district approval. We
also talked about two performances —
not necessarily at the same place. We
need a show chairman for next year’s
show ASAP.
President Gerry Swank report:
Baseball caps – we bought $370 worth,
sold $270. A few are available. He will
bring a sample shirt to next meeting. He
wants to make a promotional video and
hopes to use the church. Speaking of the
sound system, he found very good speakers at the Guitar Center in Ft Collins for
$400.00 a pair. We would get 30 days to
test them with our amplifier. A motion to
purchase the speakers with the 30 day
trial period was seconded and passed. A
motion to use funds in the memorial fund
for purchase of speakers was seconded
and passed. There was a motion to donate
$250.00 to Longmont radio station
KGUD for their continued support.
Our mission: "We provide each
member with enjoyable experiences
through continuous improvement in
our singing, performing, and
entertaining in the barbershop style."

From left to right: Bob Plass, Jim Hopper,
Bill Sachs and Jim Cole meet for a song and
their semi-annual appointment with trash.
Photo by Kay Sachs

Dec 6 Singout at Radisson
Dec 12 Longmont Christmas Show
Feb 6-8 RMD Harmony College
Estes Park
From Secretary Bruce Lunstrum’s
minutes: At the September board meeting, It was decided to ask Ignition! to be
our headliner quartet for the 2009 show.
Ben Long will give advice and assist Dan
Chaikin, our Show chairman. We'll ask a
Sweet Adelines quartet to be on the
show. There was a motion to stage a
Christmas show for a fee, location and
date TBD.
Bill Sachs wrote yet another entertaining article about the semi-annual trash
pick-up day October 18. His wife Kay took
a photo of the fantastic four — but alas,
Bob Grigsby has fled the scene.
Editor Gil Norris always includes lots
of photos taken at chapter events. Now if
we can only get the officers to write more
articles…...

RMD
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Trash Day Adventures
By Bill Sachs
I circled October 18th on the calendar and labeled it “trash day.” I asked
Bob Grigsby if he will pick me up for our
grooming of the chorus’s adopted mile of
95th Street. He says, “Sure thing.” The
doorbell rang. “It’s Bob,” Kay yells down
the stairwell to my basement study where
I hide out. “It’s trash day.” I hadn’t put my
hearing aids in yet and I thought she said,
“It’s your job. It’s trash day.” Suddenly I
am in a Wednesday mode of thinking
instead of a Saturday mode. I am scurrying about the house gathering house
trash for the container in the garage. “Not
our trash day, Bill,” Kay says when she
sees what I am doing. “It’s your chorus
trash day, and Bob’s here to pick you up.”
“I’ll be with him in a jiffy,” I say, as I
realize my mistake, and hurry to grab my
two pairs of sunglasses, my bottle of water and my industrial-strength trash grab-

ber. Last year Jim Hopper shamed me
into buying this, because my first one
belonged to my wife, was made out of
plastic, and had a small trigger handle on
one end, and a miniature monkey’s hand
on the other. Now I am quipped properly
to pick up heavy-duty trash: bottles, tire
tread, chunks of sheet rock.
Bob and I jump into his Jeep and
head for the donut shop to reconnoiter
with the troops. We seem to be early, so
we order apple fritters and coffee. We
wait until my extra-large cup registers
“empty,” and my fritter settles into heavy
mush in the bottom of my stomach. We
agree that we must have the wrong date,
and leave for our homes. I call Hopper to
scold him for the wrong information, and
get his voice mail. He calls in 30 minutes
and says, “We’re here at Dunkin
Donuts… where are you?” It seems Com-

mander Hopper said 10:00, not 9:00 am. I
can’t locate Bob, so I meet the others for
more coffee and a donut (not a good idea
when one is without a potty on a busy
road).
Anyway, after three hours, we’d
picked up all the trash along our mile: Jim
Hopper, Bob Plass, Jim Cole and yours
truly minus the vanished Bob Grigsby.
After we sing a song or two, Kay records
our picture for posterity. The lack of trash
– only three bags full – indicates Longmont residents are either out of town for
months, or changing their littering ways…
all but one. Jim Hopper wiggles a vacated snakeskin under our noses and
says, “Hey, look, even the snakes are
littering.”

Warming up in the hallway at the Radisson Conference Center, barbershoppers swap Christmas jokes
and admire each other’s colorful outfits

RMD
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Christmas singing season is here
By Gil Norris
The Longs Peak choristers were out
in force at Longmont’s Radisson Conference Center to kick off the Christmas
singing season on Saturday, Dec 6th.
Fresh snow on all the sidewalks and hundreds of celebrating ReMax realtors in
the audience helped set the mood.
Thoughts were on the rest of a busy season; a Christmas show for the towns people and more than a dozen stops at the
retirement and assisted living homes
where our favorite audience, the seniors,
live. Former Longmont bass Rodger
Burcher expressed better than anyone
the feelings that the seniors bring to us
when we sing for them at Christmas.

Jim Hopper, Membership VP, introduced
Mark Turner, "that new guy found mostly in
the bari section" as their newest member.
Welcome aboard, Mark!
“That nose has a faulty connection. May I be of
assistance?” A concerned Santa Claus (Paul West)
lends his electronic expertise to Longmont’s
favorite reindeer, Rudolph (Gene Melick).

He wrote “When we recently sang in a nursing home, my attention was caught by a
little lady in a wheelchair in front of us who was obviously enjoying the singing and
unabashedly showed her enthusiasm. I was so moved that I had to touch that happy
soul and I left the chorus and sat down beside her and held her hand as we finished
singing the song together. How little it takes to make someone happy and how seldom
we think of what our small effort does to encourage that happiness.”
“Yes, they are old. They aren't as sharp mentally and physically as they once were.
But they raised families just as we're doing now. They were once an active part of society who paid their bills and taxes just like we do. Why should they be forgotten because they can no longer do these things? I was struck by the fact that I may not be too
far away from the wheelchair myself. I pray that if that day comes when I can't take
part in life as I know it now, if I'm confined to a wheelchair and can't feed myself, that
if I'm sitting at dinner with soup dripping off my chin waiting to be fed my next spoonful, that someone will come, and sing for me.”

Bob Grigsby, nominating chairman, lined
up the talent pool to serve the Longmont
chapter in 2009. The by-laws call for a committee of three, but Bob didn't have any help.
Since Terry Behne, our former president, is
not active, the IPP position reverts to JR
Homan. Gerry Swank repeats as President -will we have another twelve months of barbershopping if he sees his shadow? Gerry listed
the leadership roster completely. Lots of repeat servers makes up an experienced Board!
From secretary Bruce Lunstrum’s minutes The October 24 board meeting was
called to order by president Gerry Swank.
The spring show technical rehearsal will be on
May 15, 2009 at Vance Brand Auditorium.
We have district approval for the show date
and all BHS fees are paid. The 2010 show will
be on May 8 at Vance Brand Auditorium.
Swank reported on the sound system. He
found two speakers for $400.00 for the pair
with money back within 30 days if we don’t
like them. He also found a rack for an amplifier, mixer, etc. for $250.00 at the same place.
We discussed the need for a trailer to store
this sound system and to haul the risers. It
was decided we buy the speakers and the
rack with money from the memorial fund.
We'll use the First Methodist Church on
Dec 12 for the Christmas show. We will
charge $5.00 per adult, children free.
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Ogallala, Nebraska
http://www.harmonize.com/ccc
Editor/webmiester: Roy Godbolt, roygod@gpcom.net
Susan Kelton, director: We continue to have very successful singouts this year. The singout at Brule was well
received (though we had Roger and Jim sweating a little).
The singout Sunday in Julesburg went especially well. What
a receptive audience! I'm sure 500 people were there which
is the biggest audience we've sung for since Nebraskaland
Days. We sounded really good. The humor worked. But
mostly, I will remember our singing of I Believe for a
very long time. Stopping in Julesburg to sing for Ms. Ford’s
birthday was icing on the cake. Thanks, Ron, for thinking
of it! When we have finished with Christmas carols, we are
going to learn the barbershop arrangement of Happy Birthday!

Kearney Area 1733 Chorus Most Improved
Dennis Watkins, who has been singing with the Kearney Area
1733 Chorus since its inception, reported that the chorus was selected as the Most Improved Plateau AA Chorus in the Central States
District. While the chorus placed 14th as opposed to 10th last year,
they did improve their score 5+ points. Needless to say, that was
enough for the guys to say, “Let’s do it again next year!”
We are shifting gears in our repertoire right now. Of
course, we’re reviewing Christmas carols for seasonal
singouts. And we will be dropping the songs from last
year’s show and working on music for the April show. It
will be a western theme, and we already have five of the
songs mostly learned. Learning CDs for the show will be
available by December.
Our next singout will be the Open House in Grant on
Thursday, November 20th. Details will be available later.
This is usually a fun evening for the whole family.
Steve Schwartzkopf: our founder Scott Schurman and
his wife Carol are the proud parents of a baby boy. Joseph
Alan Schurman. They are home in Claremore, Oklahoma.

The chorus is the brainchild of Gary Drown who serves as director. The majority of the members of the Kearney Chorus are not
interested in going to contest, but Gary thought there were enough
guys in this area who wanted the competition experience that he
would try putting together an area chorus which would rehearse during the summer twice a month. It has been a very successful experiment.
This year the chorus sang Railroad Blues/I've Been Workin and
Broken Hearted. Dennis noted that the judging was very tough this
year. Ambassadors of Harmony scored more than 200 points over
the second place chorus, an unusually large spread for barbershop
competition. One piece of advice from the judges that we could use:
sing with a flow, don't punch any words. The chorus is open to any
serious area Society member. Dennis will have information about
next summer's songs and rehearsals probably in March. A postscript:
the quartet Metamusicals made of Dan Clark (tenor) Gary Drown
(lead) Fran Wilson (baritone) and Ken Smallcomb (bass) won the
Senior Quartet Championship. All of these guys have been here for
coaching sessions.
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The Pikespeaker
Norm & Elaine Shute, editors
bronco57@msn.com
President Charlie Snyder: Director
Adam Reimnitz has asked us to be
ready to sing "The Christmas Song" without the sheet music this Tuesday. Please
feel free to contact your section leader if
you have difficulties with the music. Our
elections will be held Tuesday night for
your 2009 Board of Directors. On Jan.
10th, 2009, the Installation Dinner will be
held at Giuseppe’s Depot. Cocktails from
6-7 with dinner and Installation from 7-9
pm; cost $20.50.
President Charlie Snyder: we are
starting the chapter meeting at 6:30 pm
this Nov. 4 so we can get a full rehearsal
in before the general membership meeting (future chapter plans) at 8:30 pm. Al
Ernster is relinquishing his duty of chapter telephone contact man to Jack Richmond. Thank you Al, we appreciate your
handling of these duties the past couple
of years. Thank you, Jack, for taking it
over. Al is also handing over his duties as
Singing Valentine chairman, too. Trolling
for volunteers…..
Chris Jensen, Chairman of National
Anthem Events: needs more singers for
the Nov. 14th performance at the Air Force
Academy. Only ten have signed up so far
(and that includes director Paul Huff) –
looking for tenors especially. Co-Editor
Norm Shute may not be there Tuesday
night as he has a 12 hour procedure at
Penrose Hospital – he may be “too
pooped to party?”
President Charlie Snyder: Thanks to
those of you who attended the general
membership meeting on Tuesday and the
input that you contributed. I realize that it
was election night, but, as those of you
who were there are now aware, we could
not postpone the meeting to another time.
I encourage all chapter members to read
the minutes of last Tuesday's meeting
which I e-mailed to you on Friday. We
have much to do to try to improve our
chorus over the next several months.
With effort from all of you, we can do it.
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Music VP Norm Shute: We “singing
birds” are OFF to Denver for Chapter
Leadership Training. This will help me to
be a better leader- That’s what it says in
small print! Keep up the good practice
work. It won’t be too long before we start
rehearsing with the ladies. Please study
your notes, words & timing. We have only
four weeks left to get this “RIGHT.”
I need ALL your “AD SALES” for the
program in ASAP. Last day to turn in program ads for the Christmas show is Friday, Nov. 21st. I don’t want to have to
send in “BIG MARK” to your home to collect. I hope each one of you who do NOT
sell any tickets to at least buy a “Patron”
ad to support the CHORUS. Thanks to
those who called to see how I was doing…

SINGING FOR LIFE 2009
By Doug Simpson
The board has decided to support the
Society's Singing for Life blood drive and
donor recruitment project again in
2009. This year, our drive will be on Sat,
May 2nd. I'm hoping to have it run all day
at either Briargate or Citadel Mall since I
think that will get us the most visibility to
the public. Bonfils Blood Center will be
bringing their mobile unit out to run the
blood drive for us again. One new twist is
that in order for them to come, we have to
have at least 25 donors signed up for
appointments before the 2nd.
Since we got 16 donors in 2008 without really trying, I don't see why we couldn't get at least 25 donors this time. I hope
all our quartets will be able to perform
again, and if we are in the mall, the chorus as well. I'd like to put a little more
effort into the event this year, including
scheduling performers, marketing & PR,
& recruiting new chorus members, so I'm
forming a committee to plan and run the
event.
If you'd like to help, please let me
know. If I don't get any volunteers by next
rehearsal, I'll have to start asking people
individually. The more people we can get
involved, the better the event will be.
President Charlie Snyder: I want to
thank all who turned out last night for the
singing of the National Anthem at the
home opener of USAF basketball. We
sang well, and the audience showed their
appreciation with their enthusiastic applause. I know we are supposed to watch
our director, and I may be "pitchpipe"
whipped for saying this, but, isn't it great
to see all of those proud Americans
standing at attention with all eyes on us
as we perform...and now... back to watching the director!
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Some of us had inquiries about singing in our chorus from at least two guys
who may show up Tuesday night.
We only have two rehearsals before
we sing with the women at the joint rehearsals on Monday, Dec 1st and Tuesday, Dec 2nd. Please spend some extra
time with your music before Tuesday
night so we can spend time perfecting the
sound instead of struggling with notes.
Please review the Stage Blocking notes
for the "12 Days of Christmas" that Paul
sent to all of us last Tuesday.
Please be thinking about how you as
an individual and we as a chorus are going to increase our recruitment of new
singers for our chorus. If you have any
ideas, send them to Joseph or Mark H.
before Tuesday. Some of us will be meeting on Tuesday night before the rehearsal
to plan our efforts. Sell tickets and ads!
Don't forget about patron listings. $25 to
be listed as an ATB Supporter in the program. I'd sure like to see a nice big list for
that with more names on it than just our
members.

DAYTIMERS IN ACTION
BASED ON THIS PICTURE, WERE THEY
ALL SINGING THE SAME TUNE OR
LOOKING IN VARIOUS DIRECTIONS TO
CONFUSE THEIR AUDIENCE?

3 GREAT GUYS Performs at RMCC
by Doug Simpson, bass for 3 Great Guys

On Friday, Dec 19th, my quartet, 3
Great Guys, went to the Rocky Mountain
Cancer Center on E Fontanero to sing for
the patients. John Megow, our bari, did
this with another quartet last year, and
when he brought it up at one of our rehearsals, Neil Ridenour (lead), Fred
Draney (tenor), and I all thought it was a
good idea. We met there at 11 am to
warm up and then sang in a large room to
some adult patients while they were having their treatments. One man had heard
we were coming and came to the center
just to hear us. Next, we stopped in the
lobby to sing one for people waiting there,
and then went to the area where they do
treatments for kids and young people.
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The Denver MountainAires had an
August end-of-summer show called Bluegrass & Barbershop with local bluegrass
favorite The Stanleytones which was as
much fun for the performers as it was for
the audience. The two art forms merged
with the chorus and band performing
Hello Mary Lou and When The Saints Go
Marching In and also with the UltraSoniX
quartet and the band performing Rocky
Top.

Since we didn't want to expose the
kid's weakened immune systems to any
bugs we might be carrying, we stood in a
small break room near where the kids
were and sang through the open door so
the sound would carry down the halls to
them. After a few songs, we could hear
some of them applauding.
We sang O little Town of Bethlehem,
O Holy Night, and While By My Sheep, as
well as When It's Springtime in the Rockies and Please Mr. Columbus (see pic of
The World, She's Round). It was really
nice to be able to do something for people
who might be in need of a pick-me-up, I'd
like to thank John for setting it up for us.

Christmas 2008 UNWRAPPED

In a year-end chapter review, chapter
members considered this one of the highlights of 2008 (performing with a bluegrass band). Another member favorite
was a combined Christmas show in December called Holiday Harmony with
the High Country Sweet Adeline Chorus.
After each chorus performed separate
sets, they combined for four songs, including two arrangements by MountainAires director, John Fenner (Christmas
Wishes and Silent Night).
Assistant director, Jerry Hooper, and
the UltraSoniX quartet brought a barbershop workshop to an auditioned boys
chorus called "Young Voices." The barbershop presentation concluded a oneday "festival" where the boys got out of
school and worked on about six songs
that they performed in an evening concert.
Jerry Hooper's workshop presentation
was punctuated by excellent questions by
the "Young Voices" chorus and the UltraSoniX quartet (with substitute bass Al
Klinger) demonstrated barbershop harmony.
After dinner the UltraSoniX (all members of the registered quartet) closed the
show with a 30 minute set, including Jingle Bells with a trio of the young boys
singing lead in the quartet, and ending the
show with the Star Spangled Banner with
all of the Young Voices singing melody as
the quartet sang four-part barbershop
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harmony (all following the Young Voices
Director). It worked beautifully, and parents in the audience loved it, including
one parent who is a vocal music teacher
in the area. It was great public relations
for future Youth In Harmony.
For 2009 officer installation, the Denver MountainAires enjoyed a unique
evening of "Guess Who's Coming To
Dinner" where members volunteered to
host three other members (and wives or
significant others) but no one knew who
was coming or whose house they were
going to (except the coordinator). Each
had food assignments, were given a map
and directions to the host home, and assigned a tag to learn at the dinner. After
much fun and fellowship and food and
singing, all the groups met at the rehearsal hall for dessert and the officer
installation.
Entertaining at the dessert was the
new youth chorus in Denver, 52eighty.
The Denver MountainAires had collected donations to help 52eighty with
their travel to Pasadena, and presented
them a check for $500. The youth chorus,
directed by Chris Vaughn, sounded awesome and should make the RMD proud at
the Midwinter Youth Chorus Festival.
Dr. Tony Pranaitis, Chiropractor
TonyChiro@juno.com

Ogallala Editor/Webmaster Passes Away
Roy Godbolt, passed this morning (Dec. 27th) at 2:12am, at Perkins County Community Hospital, in Grant, Nebraska, with friends at his side. If a man's worth is the love of those who knew
him, Roy was a very wealthy man. Friend Bernie Deaver was chosen by Roy to make arrangements and handle affairs in Nebraska. This will be done in accordance with daughters Katie &
Robin's wishes. Anyone reading this is welcome to contact Bernie at 308-352-8092/email:
bdeaver@gpcom.net, or Kathy Salsman at 308-352-4121. Memorial services for Roy Godbolt
were held 10:30 am, Saturday, January 3, 2009 at the United Methodist Church in Grant, Nebraska, with his friend, Rev. Sally Ruggia-Haden officiating. For those wishing to send cards:
Katie Cecil and family (Roy's daughter) 1210 Sundrop Place, Round Rock, Texas 78665.
Many thanks to Bernie Deaver for sending this to me
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Colby, Kansas

Tumblewords
Owen Herndon, editor
big-O@st.tel.net
Just received editor Owen’s Sept/Oct
issue. Music VP Steve Ottem made the
front page with his saga of the brave eight
members who showed up Sept. 28th to
sing at their home church, Colby United
Methodist. It started as a potential performance and turned into a talent show;
that’s a heck of a transition. Our heroes
held fast, and eventually sang. Basses
were Tom McNutt and Floyd Trail, baritones were Larry Brenn and Phil Knox
(‘da prez’), leads Kenny Corke, Don
Weides, and Rod Eisenbise, and a
“teeny tiny tinny tenor Steve Ottum (his
words, not mine— SJ). They planned to
sing He’s Got The Whole World, Tumblin’
Tumbleweeds, Lone Prairie, and Keep
the Whole World Singing. The program
started at 1:30 pm and the small but
mighty Tumbleweed Chorus finished the
show around 2:40 pm with Tumblin’ Tumbleweeds minus Phil Knox who had to
leave for a previous engagement.

Steve’s third article dealt with the
health of the chapter. They have a venue,
headliners, and a show theme for the
2009 show, learning CD’s and show music, a new member, Jeremy Wahrman,
just 22, and a returning member, Kenneth Frahm.
Thanks to Rod Eisenbise, we have
a potential director in Tony Schroer, director of bands at CCC (Colby Community College). Former director Don
Kready received a 2008 “Outstanding
Trustee Award” from the Kansas Association of Community College Trustees in
Wichita Sept. 5th.

A pick up quartet of “Atwoodians” lead Teddy Kastens, baritone Adam
Ketterl, bass Floyd Trail, and tenor
Steve Ottum sang at Columbian Hall in
Atwood for a fund-raising meeting at 5:30
to 7:00 pm Sunday evening. They sang
their fifteen minutes worth and were out
the door by 7:00 pm, well pleased with
themselves.
Don’s grandson (son of Rick) Jeff
Kready, gets his third Broadway
show “Billy Elliot” as a understudy to
one of the leading roles. It’s a good
thing that their Music VP contributed
three pieces; otherwise, there wouldn’t have been much chapter news
other than Board minutes. As always,
a pleasure to read about our Colby
friends. Despite dwindling membership concerns, they persevere!

Twelve stalwart members of the chorus sang at the Methodist church services
Nov. 2 He’s Got The Whole World In His
Hands and Swing Down Chariot went
over pretty well. Services were broadcast
live over the radio - now there’s some
good public relations!

Standing Adam Ketterl
Seated Jeremy Wahrman

Longtime member Jim Edmundson,
82, passed away Dec. 4th in Colby.
Jim was a 24-year member who
proudly brought his grandson, Ryan
(10 at the time), into the chapter.

Retired from the post office (35
years), Jim and Marguerette were devout
members of the first Christian Church.
He was an avid stamp collector. In his
younger years, Jim worked with the Boy
Scouts and Little League baseball. He
also taught himself to play the piano by
ear. His great love was the Big Band
sound. He had five sons and one daughter
(and an adopted daughter in 1960).
“Jamie helped build and establish the
Dighton Municipal Airport in 1947,
where he and Dale and John Williams
operated Williams Flight School.”
Jim was past President of the Rexford
Lions club, a member of the IOOF lodge
for 55 years and was a past Noble Grand
of the lodges in Scott City, St. Francis
and Colby. He was also an American
Legion member and he was a bugler for
the burial team at the Dighton Post and
an Adjutant for the Rexford Post. The
memorial services were at the Colby
United Methodist Church with 15 members of the chorus singing The Lord’s
Prayer and I’ll Fly Away. A member
since 1985, Jim served as President in
1999-2000 after being awarded BOTY in
1997.
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Tumbleweed chorus welcomed new director Tony
Schroer. Tony is the new band director at CCC. Educated
in western Kansas and Oklahoma, Tony graduated from
Colby High in 1991, attended CCC from1991-1993, where
he earned an AA in music. He went on to finish his college
course wok at Oklahoma Panhandle State University at
Goodwell, Oklahoma, 1994-1999, where he earned a BE
degree in Music Education - Instrumental Emphasis and
Vocal Endorsement - in 1999. Tony taught instrumental
music and was director of the Middle School and the HighSchool “Wildcat” Bands at U.S.D. 218, Elkhart, Kansas
from 2000-2008.
Born in Fullerton, California, baritone-singing Tony is 36, and married Tara in
1999; they have two daughters, Paige, 7, and Jade, 4. Tara is an Associate Minister, and
they worship at the Colby Catholic Church.
Asst. chorus director Rod Eisenbise’s “other” chapter is Kearney, Nebraska, mainly
because Rod enjoys competition. He wrote a good article about the CSD convention in
Cedar Rapids, despite the 1733 Chorus, Gary Drown directing, placing 14th with 16
choruses competing.
This is the last issue for retiring editor Herndon. Time to snooze on the front porch
and make fun of the baritones. Saw a page and a half of old bulletin nameplates as
Owen recounted some bulletin history. He mentioned Harlan Fletcher as an early editor before Harlan moved to Denver in 1987. Read about the evolution from Tumbling
Tumblewords to the gold medal winning Tumble-Words. We’ll run some Colby history in the next VE.
The Atwoodians quartet did get invited back to the Columbian Hall to sing, according to tenor Steve Ottum (also a prolific bulletin article producer). This time they did their five-song set first, then they enjoyed dinner while awards went to 12 “Knights of the
Month,” then Knight of the Year. Yup, it was the awards dinner for the Knights of Columbus. KOTM’s?
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Burley, Idaho

Chapter Hype & Pitch Pipe
Editor Paul Brown, donnab1@pmt.org

SNAKE RIVER FLATS
Burley chapter officers for 2009 were
elected at our weekly meeting Sept. 31 at
Harmony Hall in Rupert. Russell Dockter
is our new President, Danny Ward is the
Executive VP and Duane Knos will take
over as Music VP with Jim Rodgers remaining as Secretary and Mike Noss
continuing as Treasurer. Youth Outreach
VP is Aaron Clegg again. Paul Brown
remains the Marketing & PR VP and Bulletin Editor. Scott Barksdale will handle
the chores of Membership VP. Congrats
to all our new officers. Not all the names
and faces are new but enough are to
change the landscape somewhat.
The chorus is slowly learning holiday
tunes at our weekly meetings. We are
scheduled at the Wilson theater in Rupert
Nov. 21st. We’ll kick off the holiday season by participating in a fund raiser for
completion of the renovation of the old
historic building. Our next obligation is
adding our support to the annual Festival
of Trees at the Civic Center in Rupert at
8:00 pm Nov. 28th. We’ll sing immediately
following the fireworks display sponsored
by the City of Rupert. This will officially
begin the celebration to raise funds to
benefit medical needs of the community.
Our third gig for the holidays involves
entertaining for the sponsors of the Zeb
Bell radio show whom our d1rector,
Sharon Mills is a part of. This will be held
at the Golden Heritage Senior Center on
South Overland in Burley on Dec. 11 at
7:30 pm. Our goal is to brighten the world
for the residents of six assisted living centers by leaving barbershop chords ringing
in their ears! We have traditionally scheduled these events to coincide with our
Tuesday rehearsals; we’ll perform at two
locations each Tuesday evening for three
consecutive weeks. It is my hope we can
leave a little cheer to lift the spirits of
those who call these four walls their
home.
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Aaron Clegg indicated a signed contract with the headliner quartet should be
in the mail. Mel Pfeifer suggested we
subscribe to Premier in Music for
Sharon Mills, our director. Aaron Clegg
has been diligently promoting barbershop
singing at local schools as Youth Outreach Officer. He is doing a great job and
deserves a word of encouragement from
each of us. According to Aaron:
Youth In Harmony encourages barbershop singing in our young singers. These
past couple of weeks we have been visiting schools here in the Mini-Cassia area
teaching the students what barbershop
music is all about. With the help of the 4
Sure barbershop quartet, we have interacted with the students by having them
sing with the quartet a couple of numbers
to show how much fun barbershop singing can be.
When they get older and are looking for
hobbies, maybe they will remember a
quartet coming to their high school and
showing how much fun singing barbershop can be. We also encourage the students to form quartets and visit the Snake
River Flats annual barbershop show in
March. We also help the teachers become acquainted with barbershop singing.
Through the barbershop Society there is
a packet available called the Barbershop
Sampler for the Music Educator. This
includes two CD’s and a songbook for the
teacher to get to know what Barbershop
singing is all about. In the future I hope to
visit more schools and help them know
what barbershop music is all about and
how much fun singing can be, when you
get four parts together to form close harmony.

Deadline for the March/April
RMD

Vocal Expressions

is Feb 20th — thanks!
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Rapid City, South Dakota
Voice of Rushmore
1st place, E-IBC, 6th Place IBC
Editor John Elving,
leaderman@earthlink.net
Our chorus manager, Pete Stach, has
lined up opportunities for the chorus to
sing Dec. 4th, Dec. 11th and Dec. 18th.
On Dec. 14th we have our annual performance of Christmas music at Rushmore Mall. This is a time when we can
spread our holiday cheer for many hundreds of people while they are shopping.
We should all know the 15 Christmas
songs in our repertoire (or be learning in
the next few weeks) before our performances.
Director Clayton Southwick has said
that we need to go back to the basics to
make sure we are singing our best. Just
because they are familiar songs we have
been singing all our lives, we don’t need
to make them sound any less than our
best. That means we need to sing as one
voice in each section, match our vowels,
and do all the things that make us a very
good chorus. We owe our audiences
nothing but our best no matter the music
we are singing. We have a special paid
performance on Nov. 15. We have been
hired to sing at the Masonic Lodge in
Rapid City. Sorry, but your editor won’t be
there as he will be teaching at the CSD
Leadership Academy in Sioux Falls that
day.
Secretary David L’Esperance presented Treasurer Jim Gogolin’s report:
We are still in good monetary shape. BHS
has developed a recruitment brochure,
which Del Beck and the new Marketing
VP will evaluate to see if it is adaptable to
Chapter-specific needs. The business
cards are in final “tuning” and should be
available soon. John Elving has a committee meeting scheduled for Oct. 14. We
are booked at the Rushmore Mall Dec. 14
for Christmas sings, and retirement and
nursing home caroling is on for Dec. 11
and 18, and Pete Stach will be asked to
look into Dec. 4 as well. There are still
three spots open on the 2009 Board
slate; the committee is actively seeking
candidates for Marketing, Membership
and At-Large.
2009 Harmony Happening in the
Hills: scheduled for August 15, and Joe
Liles and Jim Henry have been mentioned as possible clinicians. We will be
allowed to rent the Mountain’s risers and
sound system, so we won’t have to haul
ours around.
Denver Leadership Academy to be
held in Denver on Nov 8th; President
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We have 13 now going to RMHC,
with a chance for more. How
about them numbers! - JE
Wayne Anderson has asked Clayton
Southwick, Jim Price, Pete Stach and
Secretary L’Esperance to attend. The
Board set a maximum of $600 to cover
expenses of tuition, travel and lodging.
The Rapid City Children’s Chorus has
asked if we are interested in purchasing
an ad in their program; the consensus
was to swap ads between our two programs. If they do not want to do that, we
won’t purchase space. President Wayne
Anderson reported retention and recruiting members and contributions to the
Harmony Foundation were the major topics at the Rocky Mountain District House
of Delegates meeting at Fall Convention.
For once, the weather cooperated
Saturday Nov. 15th as 18 stalwart members headed in the main door of the Masonic Hall and went upstairs to warm up
for their impending performance for the
annual Lodge Thanksgiving banquet. The
Shrine of Democracy chorus was the
featured entertainment for the evening.
What a pleasure it was for us to sing to a
packed house of very appreciative people. Under assistant directors John Elving and Jim Price, the chorus put on a
very entertaining show. We even remembered MOST of our stage presence! This
performance was another stepping stone
on the way to our goal of becoming the
best performance group in the area.
Treasurer Jim Gogolin still awaiting
reimbursement from RMD for three prepaid registrations for Fall Convention for
members who were unable to attend.
Music VP John Elving ran a successful
and productive Music Committee meeting
on Nov. 4th; most of the music for April’s
show is selected. Two or three of the
songs do not have learning CDs available....may cost up to $200 each.
The Board is encouraging all members to attend RMHC Feb. 6-8. The
Board voted to fund the early-bird registration and lodging for members in good
standing; transportation will be their responsibility. Thirteen have signed up so
far, says John Elving. Singing for Life
Chairman Steve Ferley has already set
the wheels in motion for the May 2009
event! A Chairman for Singing Valentines
is needed. Doug Andrews and the Elks
Theater were quickly mentioned for possible participation for the Society feature
film “American Harmony, The Documentary.” The Elks with its huge screen and
sound system would be perfect.

President Wayne Anderson: “I, along
with many others in the chorus, came
back from the chorus competition in Colorado Springs in September feeling a little
beat up and disappointed with the experience. It showed in the lack of attendance
the next few weeks and the general attitude among those at rehearsals. Then,
we sang for the Masons’ dinner a week or
so ago, and the excitement is back!
It was really a great outing, and I’m
sure those of you who were there would
agree. As we started singing “God Bless
The USA,” several in the audience appeared to be getting up to leave, but instead, by the time we were barely into the
song, everybody was standing to honor
our great country—quite an emotional
moment! Thanks a lot to all who were
there, and especially to John and Jim
who directed us through an awesome
performance.”
Marketing & PR VP Del Beck, wrote a
good article about the chapter's Christmas singing at area rest homes: “Caroling
provided the chapter with another excellent opportunity for positive public relations. Many of the folks who were in our
audience are likely to attend the annual
Show. Word of our visits will extend to
family members, so we will reach many.
The more personal side of caroling is the
nice, warm feeling we receive as a result
of our efforts in delivering Christmas
Cheer to those who aren’t out in the Mall
or at the theater or even in the churches
they used to attend regularly. So, realize
that you were delivering a Christmas
package—no box, no wrapping or ribbon—just good harmony singing the old
Christmas songs. It’s a joy to be able to
provide this neat gift.
Chapter Development VP Pete Stach:
“I was certainly proud of our organization
these last few weeks with the number of
us who took the time out of our busy lives
to gather and perform for the good of the
order. It speaks very well of our chapter
and shows the commitment we have to
our craft and/or hobby. But, I have been
told that there is something magical about
a sixty man chorus on the risers, and my
hope is that we can accomplish this by
the time we host the 2010 RMD here in
Rapid City.”
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Pocatello, Idaho

Chordial Chronicle
Idaho Gateway Chorus
Harold L. Catmull, Editor
hcatmull@hotmail.com

Our Christmas songs have been
selected with a new one being Coventry Carol; we must learn it quick as
we start our show songs on Nov. 4th.
Our first show song is “Who Will Buy”
from Oliver. The music and CDs are
available. Please use the CDs, many
hours are expended to make the
CDs, copy and distribute them. We
also pay the Society for these CDs.
Tony Christensen is show chairman
again; he will be aided by our new
Music VP and our director Mike
Louden. It looks like everyone wants
to go to the RMD Spring Convention
in Las Vegas. The fall convention is
in Cheyenne, Wyoming. It looks like
we will take the same two songs.
Hopefully we will sound better than
we did last fall.
Chapter officers have been
elected. Dennis Buschaw will lead
the chapter in 2009; Gary Dunn is
our Music VP, and will concentrate on
improving our performance. We will
start scheduled section practice sessions the third Tuesday the month.
Our meeting time on those Tuesdays
will be 7:30 pm. At 8:45 pm sectionals will begin. This arrangement will
accommodate Gary Dunn’s arrival
time of 8:30. His voice lesson is at
8:00 pm so this allows him time to get
from his lesson to the meeting. David
Baeder has agreed to be our new
Secretary -- President Dennis
Bushaw

President Dennis Bushaw: We
are scheduled to sing for the “Ladies”
on December 16th, 2008. We can go
to the Oakridge on any Saturday.
Brian Foster, Dennis Buschaw,
Craig Baker, Harold Catmull, David
Baeder, and Christopher Midgyette
attended an officer training session
on November 15th. We must get going on Singing Valentines; we need
quartets to go out on Friday and Saturday. Now is the time for everyone
to form quartets! Actually it will be
those special days. Since Valentines
Day falls on Saturday, we will be delivering singing Valentines on Friday
also.
Brian Foster: The chorus has
several performances to do before
Christmas, and Vocal Mischief also
has a pretty full plate, things always
picking up during the holiday season.
We have a new member joining us.
Rich brought Roy, lead, with him on
guest night, and he keeps coming
back. Roy is doing a dynamite job of
singing lead. Please keep in mind
that the Valentine season is tailgating
us. Now is the time to clear your calendars so that we will have enough
singers, and support guys to do the
job and not disappoint any one.

When
Dennis
Bushaw asked me a few
weeks ago to come up
and receive my Barberpole Cat Pins, you could
have blown me over with
a b-flat. I had no idea this
was even being consid- Don Rommel
ered, and I must tell you
that I was very touched with the mention
and accompanying pins.
I absolutely love my association with
my barbershop brothers and this hobby
we all enjoy. When you’ve been around
the hobby as long as I have, you have a
lot of memories, even if you’re just a
“couch” barbershopper.” Barbershop has
given me a great deal of memories and
being presented with those two pins and
the honor of receiving them, was surely a
good memory for me.
I have always enjoyed singing the
“Polecats” and will sing them with anyone at almost anyplace and anytime. I've
sung “Polecats” with International champion quartets, and yet I wouldn’t trade
singing with the champs with anyone
else that I've sung a “Polecat” with in my
22 years as a member. I love to sing any
song with an international champion, but
when I can see the light turn on in a new
prospective member's eyes when they
sing “My Wild Irish Rose” and ring
some of those chords in that song, that's
when my “goose bumps” really pop out
on my arms. I’ll see what I can do to
qualify on the tenor and bass parts with
the “Polecats,” but until then, I want to
thank Dennis Bushaw and all my Idaho
Gateway chorus “brothers in harmony”
very much for the gesture. Keep the
whole world singing.

ADMIT ONE

We have Saturday, April 11, 2009
at Frazier Hall on the ISU campus
scheduled for our annual chapter
show, says Craige Baker. “It's been
a good venue for us for the last three
years,” says Tony Christensen,
Show Committee Chairman. The audience can expect performances from
the Idaho Gateway Chorus as well
as music and comedy from the two
registered chapter quartets, SoundScape and Vocal Mischief.

The theme of the event this year
is “Phantom of the Barbershop” so
we can expect to hear many show
tunes performed.
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RMD Calendar of Events

RMD Secretary

*Preliminary Clearance
Dates reserved without BMI license until six months before the event
** Dates not reserved until BMI license is issued

303 986-3026
luronp@msn.com

2009
Jan 25-Feb 1
Midwinter Convention
Pasadena, California
Feb 6-8
Rocky Mountain Harmony College
YMCA of the Rockies, Estes Park, Colo.
March 7
Denver Mile High Show
March 19-22
Joint Spring Convention w/FWD
Las Vegas, Nevada
March 28
Casper Show
March 28
Colby Show, Realtime
** March 28
Denver MountainAires Show
Wheat Ridge HS, The Summit
** March 28
Montrose Show, McPhly
* April 11
Pocatello Show
April 18
Ogallala Show, Kowalski Twins
* April 18
Grand Junction Show

** April 24-25
Salt Lake City Show, Highland HS
May 16
Albuquerque Show
National Hispanic Cultural Center
May 16
Longmont Show, Vance Brand Aud.
May 16
Billings & High Country SA Show
June 28-July 5
International Convention
Anaheim, California
July 25
Chautauqua Harmony Festival
Boulder
July 26-Aug 2
Harmony University
Sept 25-27
RMD Fall Convention
Cheyenne, WY
Nov 13-15
RMD Leadership Seminar — TBD
* Dec 12
Denver Mile High Christmas Show
Gates Concert Hall, DU
* Dec 13
Albuquerque Christmas Shows
Central United Methodist Church

Dick Stark

2010
Feb 5-7
Rocky Mountain Harmony College
Estes Park YMCA of the Rockies
*March 6
Denver Mile High Show
Gates Concert Hall, DU
April 23-25
RMD Spring Convention
Rapid City, SD
June 28-July 5
International Convention
Philadelphia, PA
Aug. 1-8
Harmony University
Sept. 24-26
RMD Fall Convention
West of Divide, TBD
Nov. 12-14
RMD Leadership Seminar
* Dec 11
Denver Mile High Christmas Show

Rocky Mountain District Mission Statement
The Rocky Mountain District is to be an ever-growing association of SPEBSQSA chapters located within the geographical boundaries of the District. It is the mission of the RMD to lead and support the efforts of local chapters in contributing to
the vision of our Society. The Society’s Vision Statement reads “The Society is to be an ever-growing fraternity of barbershop-style singers, leading the cause of encouraging vocal music in our schools and communities.” The RMD’s means of
working towards this vision is to provide leadership and structure in the following areas:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Increasing membership through member services at the local and district level.
Educating and encouraging our members in both quartet and chorus performances in the barbershop style.
Training, supporting, and coaching leaders in our local chapters.
Supporting and developing youth outreach on a local and district level.
Developing chorus directors at the chapter level through local and district workshops.
Providing district publications and historical records as well as supporting and educating chapters in communications
and public relations.
Providing ongoing district events such as conventions, contests, festivals, etc.
Providing contests for quartets, choruses, and other ensembles to determine district champions and International contest qualifiers.
Supporting and educating chapters on developing district financial resources and in the use of good financial practices.
Administering district charitable and community service initiatives and supporting and educating chapters in their
charitable efforts.
Creating, administering, and coordinating district organizational structures and processes to accomplish the District’s
goals.

Meets Tuesdays, 7:307:30-10:00 pm, at the Public Library in Pleasant Grove, Utah
THEY SAY A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS SO HERE’S A
LITTLE BLURB ABOUT THE SKYLINE CHORUS, UTAH VALLEY CHAPTER

March/April VE issue deadline is Feb. 20th — thanks!
Rocky Mountain District

SPEBSQSA, Inc.
Steven Jackson, Editor
215 Cheyenne St. Lot 18
Golden, CO 80403
sjjbullead@comcast.net
(303) 384-9269
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