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2008 Spring Convention
Here we are again with our 2008 RMD Spring Prelims. This
year it will held in Longmont, Colorado. We are calling on all
quartets, small choruses and VLQ’s to come and display your art
with your district family. All registration forms, hotel information, District Board and House of Delegates meeting are posted
on the RMD website at www.RMDsing.org. Our venue will be the
Vance Brand Civic Center and our HQ hotel will be the Radisson
Hotel. Check our website for the exact address and maps of the
convention sites.
We are expecting quite a large turnout for our quartets. If
you remember last July in Denver, three of our quartets made it
in the top 20; Storm Front - 3rd place, Ignition - 12th place, and
Nexus - 19th place. All three of these quartets, plus our current
RMD District champions, The Summit, will be competing for
their right to represent the Rocky Mountain District at Nashville in
July. At a minimum we should have four quartets qualify for Internationals. We are one of the most gifted districts in the Society in
qualifying quartets for Internationals. Don't miss a wonderful convention.

A special 14 page VE edition has been posted on
our website with extensive RMHC coverage;
AND registration forms for the April 25-27
Spring Convention in Longmont.
Because I’m getting so many contributions
(don’t slow down — keep ‘em coming)
I’ve decided to put out a special Valentines
Day issue with all your news and photos.
I will take submissions until March 15,
then it will be posted to our website.
Please continue to send your regular chapter news,
emails, and bulletins to be “digested” in the
May/June VE issue (as usual) — thanks!

www.RMDsing.org
If you would like a copy emailed to you, contact
me at sjjbullead@comcast.net — thanks!
This on-line issue just kept growing and growing,
that’s why I split it up into three parts!

Thanks for your support!
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Barbershoppers of the Year
Albuquerque
Bob Duckett
Bernalillo County
Michael Busse
Billings
Frankie Albo
Boulder
Merle Quigley
Burley
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Cache County

Casper
NONE
Cheyenne
NONE
Colby
Owen Herndon
CS Metro

R

Grand Junction
Ken Reish
Longmont
Jim Hopper
Los Alamos
Loveland

Montrose
Dennis Olmstead
Ogalalla
NONE
Pocatello
Tony Christensen
Pueblo
John Hembrey
Rapid City
John Elving
Rexburg

CS Pikes Peak
Neil Ridenour
Denver Mile High
Darin Drown
Denver MountainAires
Glen McLaughlin
Durango
Ernie Norris
Farmington

Salt Lake City
Gary Ekelenburg
Santa Fe

Garfield County
NONE
Grand County

Utah Valley
Owen Richardson
Wasatch Front
Bill Tatomer

Scottsbluff
Spearfish
NONE
Sterling

Index is color coded
Feature articles
Facts/Information
Memoriums
Officer articles
Chapter Digest
Chapter news should
always be “red!”
Chapter Digest

2007 RMD Barbershopper Of The Year
Steven Jackson, Denver MountainAires

RMD
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RMD Chapter Directory
UPDATED JAN. 25, 2008

S-022
S-020
S-033
S-001
S-016

Albuquerque, NM
Bernalillo County, NM
Billings, MT
Boulder, CO
Burley, ID

New MexiChords
Duke City Chorus
Big Sky Chorus
Timberliners
Snake River Flats

505-242-4451
505-281-5187
406-254-6781
303-499-0788
208-436-6047

singers@newmexichords.com
wfchambers@direcway.com
bfblgs@hotmail.com
mabijones@earthlink.net
jimrodg@pmt.org

S-083
S-079
S-084
S-078
S-009

Cache Valley, UT
Casper, WY
Cedar City, UT
Cheyenne, WY
Colby, KS

Bridgerland Barbershoppers
Oil City Slickers
Iron County Minors
Wyomingaires Chorus
Tumbleweed Chorus

435-245-5870
307-234-1460
435-586-4993
307 637-0600
316-397-2480

andrus359@msn.com
Rlbull_1@juno.com
jimchris@skyviewmail.com
wyomingaires@steigerfamily.com
big_o@st-tel.net

S-091
S-002
S-028
S-003
S-024

CS Metro, CO
Pikes Peak, CO
Denver, CO
Denver, CO
Durango, CO

Peak Experience
America The Beautiful Chorus
Denver MountainAires
Sound of The Rockies
Narrow Gauge Chorus

719-528-8702
719-272-4390
303-987-2520
303-987-2116
970-259-0313

woody@peakexperiencechorus.org
howie2u@msn.com
rgabelein@comcast.net
gequelch@frii.com
cmpete@frontier.net

S-082
S-089
S-014
S-088
S-004

Garfield County, CO
Grand County, CO
Grand Junction, CO
Idaho Falls, ID
Longmont, CO

Mountain Sounds
Grand Chorale
Bookcliff Chorus
Eagle Rock Station Chorus
Longs Peak Chorus

970-285-9526
970-726-0343
970-242-8643
208-524-3217
303-922-3804

larryt@sopris.net
joyceclair@hotmail.com
harmony@bookcliffchorus.net
ckjensen@cableone.net
behnetn@Louisville.Stortek.com

S-017
S-006
S-037
S-007
S-090

Los Alamos Area, NM
Loveland, CO
Montrose, CO
Spearfish, SD
Ogallala, NE

Lads of Enchantment
Valentine City Chorus
Black Canyon Chorus
Northern Black Hills
Cowboy Capital Chorus

505-662-7985
970-229-0947
970-240-1801
605-642-5196
308-284-8358

dwb@lanl.gov
PA1936@aol.com
williesut@aol.com
djunek@mato.com
Roygod@gpcom.net

S-008
S-076
S-018
S-015
S-035

Pocatello, ID
Pueblo, CO
Rapid City, SD
Rexburg, ID
Salt Lake City, UT

Idaho Gateway Chorus
Sunsational Chorus
Shrine of Democracy
Carousel Chorus
Beehive Statesmen

208-237-2623
719-250-5993
605-348-2683
208-520-1499
801-694-4068

DRommel685@aol.com
RR52@comcast.net
JimGogolin@aol.com
rob_doo@msn.com
miner7th@comcast.net

beehivestatesmen.org

S-005
S-010
S-043
S-030
S-068
S-081

San Juan County, NM
Santa Fe, NM
Scottsbluff, NE
Sterling, CO
Utah Valley, UT
Wasatch Front, UT

Four Corners Harmony
Harmonizers
Sugar Valley Singers
Centennial State
Skyline Chorus
Saltaires Show Chorus

505-326-4306
505-983-1981
308-635-3250
970-522-7566
801-225-8108
801-451-8434

cncspencer@gobrainstorm.com
charlesbarbee@msn.com
cnichols1@bbc.net
Tracyl@sterlingcomputer.net
gene.evey@Juno.com
skiwit@hotmail.com

uvskyline.org
saltaires.org

newmexichords.com
dukecitychorus.com
harmonize.com/timberliners

harmonize.com/wyomingaires
peakexperiencechorus.org
atbchorus.com
mountainaires.com
soundoftherockies.com
durangobarbershoppers.com
grandchorale.org
bookcliffchorus.net
harmonize.com/Longmont
valentinecitychorus.com
blackcanyonchorus.org
harmonize.com/ccc
idahogatewaychorus.com
gopueblo.com/sunsationals
shrineofdemocracychorus.org

HELP! THIS NEEDS TO STAY CURRENT, OTHERWISE IT’S JUST WASTED SPACE! RECENT CHANGES IN GREEN
ONE DOWN, SIX TO GO — OUR MOST SINCERE
APOLOGIES TO IGNITION! FOR FORGETTING TO
INCLUDE THEIR CARD IN THE LAST ISSUE

MY MISTAKE! SORRY, GUYS!

RMD
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District President

Chorus Director Development VP

Mike Deputy

Woody Woods

I predicted 2008 would be a great
“barbershop harmony” year for Rocky Mountain District and I’ve been proven right so far.
We’re off to a fabulous start with many of
our chapters growing and reporting they’re feeling new energy
and excitement. There are many great chapter shows in the
planning along with sing-outs and service projects across the
district.

Chorus Director
Development Programs

The International Mid-winter Convention in January was one
of the best ever. I was there and can attest to the youthful spirit
experienced by all as we attended the first annual BHS Youth
Chorus Festival. There were high school and college age choruses from across the continent, even a fine chorus of young
men who traveled from New Zealand! We were all inspired by
their beautiful music and their sheer joy in performing. I plan to
attend the second Youth Chorus Festival to be held next year
Jan 29-31, 2009 in Pasadena, California. I hope you will join me.
In February a hearty contingent of RMD’ers braved the cold
and altitude at Estes Park, Colorado to perform, learn and sing
together at Rocky Mountain Harmony College. It was, by every
measure, one of the district’s best ever events. Thanks to Dan
Clark, Chairman, the faculty, the organizing team and all who
attended for a fabulous weekend.
Speaking of attendance, I hope you’ll be at RMD’s spring
convention, April 25-26, 2008, in Longmont, Colorado. Many of
our fine RMD musicians will perform in the VLQ and small chorus festival and of course, as quartets to qualify for the BHS International contest which will be held in Nashville this July. We’ll
enjoy great music and renew great “barbershop” friendships. I
look forward to seeing you and singing with you there.
Like almost all things in life, you get back according to what
you invest. Your time, energy and resources put towards enriching lives through music pay wonderful satisfying dividends of
friendship and harmony. Our hobby is made better by what we
all give. Thank you.

Casper Chapter News
By Russ Bull, rlbull_1@juno.com
I’m sorry to say that the Casper Oil City Slickers did not
select a BOTY. We did have a very successful Officer Installation
Banquet on Feb. 16 with District VP John Coffin doing the honors. Earlier that day was spent with John offering his expertise to
the chorus and to our new director Lynn Morrison. We sing
Thursdays, 7:00 pm at St. Marks Episcopal Church at 701 S.
Wolcott in Casper. Lynn has a very musical background which
should prove to be a very positive aspect in our ability to improve
our sound which, in turn, should also increase our membership.
We want to express our appreciation again to John and Maureen
for making the long trip to Casper especially when neither were
feeling well. For personal reasons, I have decided to drop out of
the chapter….keep up the wonderful work you do for the District
and for your chapter.
New chapter contact
Steve Lunsford
307 472-4722 (H) 307 235-1628 (W)

stevelu@trib.com

We have just completed a weekend of training and I am
pleased to announce that we now have one new Trained CDWI
Trainer, Raisha Quinn of the Grand Junction Chapter. She joins
Rod Sgrignoli as our only two trained CDWI Trainers. Rod has
one more CDWI session to participate in before he is certified
and can perform the training with no supervision and Raisha has
three sessions to participate in before she is certified.
This program provides a front line, or assistant, chorus director the opportunity to identify his or her areas for improvement with the CDWI trainer and then works on improving them
during an afternoon session in front of a chorus. The standard
configuration is between two and five directors for the day with
a chorus from a chapter in the area to be the guinea pigs for the
directors’ behavior modification.
In addition to the CDWI trainers, we now have two “Out
Standing in Front” trainers, John Elving from Rapid City and
Woody Woods from Colorado Springs. They are both certified
to provide this package of instruction. This package is directed
to the section leaders, tag leaders and music team members that
will occasionally direct the chorus or their section. This training
provides an introduction to basic directing skills, leadership
skills and team building with respect to a chorus environment.
There are two primary venues for this training: COTS/
Leadership Seminar as a full day track, RMHC as a full day
track, and a separate training session for a single chapter music
team. The minimum time for one of these sessions is 9:00 a.m. –
5:00 p.m. with any expense borne by the chapter in the case of
specific chapter training.
I would encourage each chapter to analyze their music leadership and take advantage of these training opportunities. The
CDWI training takes time to set up because there is a chorus
involved as well as the two to five directors. Additionally there
is a venue to be found. Please contact me at CDD@rmdsing.org
for further information.

RMD
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Public Relations Officer of The Year
(PROTY)
If you are actively promoting your chapter, no matter what your
title is, please prepare and submit an entry in PROBE's PROTY.
Note that the effort is evaluated independent of whether it was successful. PROBE membership is required for review and awards.
Winners shall not again be eligible to participate at the international
level for two years. Bulletin editors can readily submit samples of their work that can
be quantified and judged according to specific criteria. PR men must not only originate a submission, but provide supporting documentation with comments and/or
explanation. As a rule men doing PR are not shrinking violets, and will have files and
records of all recent events, so compiling the year's activities is at least an excellent
review exercise. PR ideas and projects reported through PROTY entry will provide
input to a central entity, and the evaluation and comments by experts will undoubtedly give better insight and knowledge to all participants.
OPTIONS
One-time marketing or public relations activity for a special project.
Year-long marketing or public relations activity.
COVER SHEET
Note which option you are entering.
Biographical information for the person entering.
Chronological outline of the activities for the option entered.
SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Make a separate page for each activity shown on the Cover Sheet, with brief
commentary about the planning, execution, documentation and follow- up. Include
copies of pertinent documents (news releases, newspaper clippings, correspondence, printed programs, thank-you letters. etc.)
DEADLINE
April 15 of the year following the year the promotion took place regardless of
when the event occurred. Additional info is available from PR VP Bruce Anderson.

Note to Online Bulletin Editors:

How to enter the BE Contest
By Lowell Shank
Now is the time to send your Online
bulletins to PROBE to be evaluated, and
you can enter both this contest and the
Hardcopy contest. The purpose for this
contest is to reward you for a job well
done, and to show you how to improve,
whether you finish last or first. The rules
for the Online contest and the entry form
for entering the contest are on the
PROBE webpage.
The process is pretty simple: Send
your URL’s for two consecutive monthly
issues (it used to be three), or four consecutive biweekly issues or eight consecutive weekly issues (they may be
HTML or PDF files) to:

Bruce Anderson
job60@ix.netcom.com
the IBC Chairman for Online bulletins.

PUBLIC RELATIONS &
BULLETIN EDITORS

PUBLIC RELATIONS VP
Bruce T. Anderson
2010 So. 26th St.,
Lincoln, NE 68502-3025
(402) 435-0974

The deadline is April 1, 2008
— A SERVICE OF PROBE —

job60@ix.netcom.com

Points For Editors To Consider
You will always have to pursue some chapter officials for their bulletin contributions. Ours is an imperfect world.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Frequently, brief contributions are better. Some men can say all they know in one paragraph. Anything more is snow. If it’s missing,
don’t ask. If it’s supplied, edit rigorously, or don’t use it.
It’s often better to assign a contributor his topic. You get what you’d hoped for more often, and it eliminates tiresome duplications of
thoughts and sentiments from several officers, following a major chapter event.
Use gimmicks. Give a man a piece of lined note paper, blank except for the topic you’ve written across the top. Tell him, “Just fill
this in for me.” Get fresh insights into chapter activities; ask a new man to describe his first show, contest or convention.
Seek the full support and cooperation of your chapter president. Once gained, you can let him harangue recalcitrant officers for
their bulletin articles. You’re no longer the villain.
Earn your contributors’ respect. Maintain a dependable publication schedule and be firm about deadlines. Edit scrupulously. Ask
for rewrites if copy is confused or inappropriate. Discourage scoldings, harangues and lectures, but don’t avoid them if they are
truly justified. It’s an editorial judgment call.
Be flexible. Accept stories recorded on brown paper bags, audio tape or on computer disks—if you’re lucky to share equipment
capability with a contributor.
Make generous use of full names, dates and detailed descriptions of events. You’re also part historian for the chapter.
Recognize that you may sometimes have to do a full rewrite. If your correspondent has minimal writing skills, accept it. Use the
facts he provides and write it yourself. Never publish a bad piece of writing verbatim. It demeans your office.
Herb Bayles

RMD
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Celebrating Barbershop Harmony in Rexburg
Written by Lee Taylor, Chapter Support & Leadership Training
On January 19, my wife and I traveled to Rexburg, to see and hear
some barbershop harmony - Idaho style. The show was the culmination
of the BYU-Idaho Barbershop Music Festival, organized by Phil
Ricks. Phil was the Master of Ceremonies for the show, and energy was in the air. As
the various groups performed, the handiwork of the clinicians became evident.
Tori Postma, director of the award-winning Mountain Jubilee Chorus, shared her
considerable coaching talents with the women's quartets and the women's chorus. Jim
DeBusman, Barbershop Harmony Society icon, coached the men's quartets and choruses. The performances were extraordinary, with a high degree of musicality and
enough faces to fill a yearbook.
The parade of quartets just got better and better, and the presentation skills of these
young performers were first-rate. A combined chorus from Pocatello and Rexburg chapters was also featured, and they did a fine job.
By the time the headliners, Max-Q took the stage, we already felt the trip from Salt
Lake City to Rexburg was well rewarded. Max-Q was frosting on the cake, and, of
course, did a stellar job. I think the last time I was this high about a show in which I was
not a participant would be the International in Denver.
Something that comes to mind is the bright future that a cappella harmony singing
has before it. The young men and women in Rexburg definitely "get it" in terms of the
entire range of vocal music performance skills. The challenge for barbershoppers, men
and woman, is to create inclusive, nurturing environments for each successive generation of singers.

SINGING IS LIFE!
By Shawn Mondragon, Marketing and PR VP
Gentlemen, if you could save one life, would you? Would you work to save many
lives if you could? Would you appreciate the added bonus of gaining greater recognition for barbershop harmony and your chapter locally in the process? If all
your answers are “yes,” then please join other proud chapters throughout our Society in "Singing for Life!” Singing for Life is designed to be the largest North
American blood drive, and donor recruitment, project in history. The Society is teaming up with: the American Red Cross, American
Blood Services, America's Blood Centers, and Hema-Quebec. This history making event will occur on May 10th, a day before
Mother's Day in the U.S. and a week following Canada’s Victoria Day across the United States and Canada.
Society President Noah Funderburg is asking for 100% participation from all RMD Chapters. Your chapter can both save lives
and raise chapter awareness in your community. Chapters participating in Singing for Life will host a well-publicized blood drive
while entertaining audiences with barbershop harmony and other musical styles. You are strongly encouraged to have your chapter
invite other groups to participate as both donors and entertainers, such as: community or church music ensembles, school bands,
choirs, orchestras. and local Sweet Adeline chapters.
If your chapter has not registered, talk with your chapter president and get involved. Not only will you be doing something positive to help the community, you will also be building awareness for barbershop in your area. Think of the possibilities! Your chapter
and chapter quartets entertaining at Blood Centers in your community. Some of your members may even be donating blood to save
lives. This is going to be the largest amount of blood donated in one day. It will be widely publicized and televised locally and nationally. This could be the one event that puts your chapter on the communities map! Your participation can mean more public attendance at your chapter events for Singing Valentines and annual shows! Wow, more free publicity, just for helping out the community!
In the two months since registration information was made available, 26 chapters from eight different districts have registered.
So far the Far Western District has the greatest number of chapter participation in the program to date with eight chapters involved.
The Rocky Mountain District has only one participant in this magical event. A big THANK YOU goes out to the Mt. Rushmore chapter for seeing how important it is to be involved in this event. If no one in your chapter has been talking about this,
start talking! Let's all pull together and make this happen! Have your chapter make May 10th, 2008 a day to bring Barbershop to
their local community while restocking the local blood supply with much needed life saving inventory. Get your chapter registered at
www.singingforlife.org or go to www.barbershop.org for more information. Once your chapter registers, you will automatically be
contacted by the blood donor community organization assigned to your area. Let's do our part to entertain and save lives in our community! Let our gift of music support the Gift of Life!

RMD
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Membership Services VP
I wish to say thank you from all RMD
barbershoppers to Woody Woods
who has made the RMD website one
of the finest and easiest to use in the
Society. Woody's contributions of
time, talent and personal funds have
been well beyond the call.

Thank you, Woody!
New RMD Webmaster
I am pleased to announce the appointment of James
Harper, as the new RMD Webmaster. He has now assumed the duties from Woody Woods.
Mike Deputy, President

I’ve been singing barbershop in some
form or fashion for about eight years
now, and singing bass with Sound of
the Rockies for the last five. My “real
job” is managing the creation and support of business-to-business Internet applications for EDS, which has provided
me a wide variety of web skills. I live in
James Harper Broomfield with my lovely and eversupportive wife, Angie, and my 3 1/2
year old son, Jacob. We’re anxiously awaiting the arrival of
Harper number four in late May.

Storm Front
is pleased to announce that

Jeff Selano
former bass of Riptide
perennial finalist quartet
from the Dixie District

is their new tenor
International Conventions
2009: June 28 - July 5 Anaheim, California
2010: June 27 - July 4 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
2011: July 3 - 10 Kansas City, Missouri
2012: Portland, Oregon
2013: Toronto, Ontario
2014: Minneapolis, Minnesota
2015: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Tony Pranaitis

DREW ELLIS VISITS RMD
Drew Ellis, Associate Director of Membership on the Society staff, made a whirlwind tour through much of the RMD in early February, with a
final destination at Rocky Mountain Harmony College in Estes
Park.
Starting in Salt Lake City, looping around through Grand
Junction, back to Denver, and up to Estes Park, Drew visited
chapters for breakfast, lunch, and dinner along the way. Notable efforts to seek Drew's guidance were by chapters Cedar
City and Garfield County (Glenwood Springs). Both chapters
have had some hard times lately, and it was encouraging to
see their thirst for encouragement. Whether it is a chapter or a
district, MEMBERSHIP starts with placing a priceless value on
each and every barbershopper and each and every guest.

“The way to stay "out of the red" is to
NOT lose any members.”
Drew's tour ended with a VERY well-received class at
Rocky Mountain Harmony College, attended by about 25 guys.
He spoke of concepts like doing a chapter "overhaul" and making "bucket lists" (from the movie), and I can't give you all two
hours of content in one article, but here are three key points
that are non-negotiable:

34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44

1. Assign a "buddy" to every guest, who makes sure
the guest is "known," and makes sure the guest
knows everything he needs to know about your chapter.
2. Make sure every guest has an opportunity to SING
at every chapter visit, in a quartet (or as a "fifth wheel")
whether that be a song or a tag (publicly or privately,
depending on the comfort of the guest).
3. Have a chapter net membership goal for the year,
and keep your progress toward that goal visible at all
times.

Let's say your chapter has 37 members, and your goal
is 40. Have a "thermometer" with increments of 1 from
34 to 44. As your membership changes, the X moves
up...and down :-( the "thermometer." The blue number is your GOAL. The purple numbers above the goal
are your "stretch" goal. When you're "in the red" take immediate restorative action! Something this simple will keep your
members focused on membership, with instant knowledge of
how we're doing as a chapter. The way to stay "out of the red"
is to NOT lose any members. Remember, EVERY member is
of "priceless value.” Make sure everyone is enjoying their barbershop experience.

RMD
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RMD Music & Performance VP

Dan Clark

RMHC
WAS HUGE SUCCESS!
Rocky Mountain Harmony College was a huge success!
Attendance at our 2008 school was more than double that of last
year, with more than 140 men registering. In spite of some adverse weather, mainly for those coming from the west, the
YMCA of the Rockies was filled with barbershop singing February 7-9, and a great time was had by all.
Rave reviews continue to come in from men who took advantage of opportunities to learn music theory, direct a chorus,
arrange in the barbershop style, receive quartet and chorus
coaching, and best of all, to SING with their fellow BHS guys.
Over a hundred men sang in the EVERYMAN chorus on the
Saturday night show, under the most capable direction of Rick
Spencer, head of our Society Music and Education division.
Then we all sat back and enjoyed a two hour barbershop show,
featuring the Grand County chorus, which had taken advantage
of the weekend opportunity to have special chorus coaching,
again from Rick Spencer.

Here’s a Barbershop Quartet that
GUARANTEES* You’ll Have Fun!
You won’t believe…

The Chordial Celebration
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The stellar Grand Chorale (director Jeff Shaw) performance was followed by the quartets who came in for coaching,
then a parade of past RMD championship quartets, The Summit, Nexus, Ignition! and Storm Front. Starring as our headliner quartet, we were entertained by our International 2005
gold medalists, Realtime. A sizeable local/regional audience
joined us at the Saturday night show, and their response to the
barbershop style was warmly enthusiastic. Socializing and singing then continued until the wee hours at our Afterglow and the
after-after-Afterglows around the Y Camp, until sleep prevailed.
All in all, it was a grand weekend of harmony, and we look
forward to more fun next year at about that same time. Barring
some unforeseen complication, our headliner quartet for 2009
will be Vocal Spectrum, so plan now to join us for the barbershop time of your life.

In Memorium
January 11, 2008
It is with a very heavy heart and great sadness that I report to
you that our good friend and loyal barbershopper, Arlie Bornhoft, has passed away. His wife, Nada, phoned this morning
and told President Bob Saltee that Arlie had passed away last
night of a brain hemorrhage. It was totally unexpected as he
was healing very well from his hip surgery and was even planning to come to rehearsal this Tuesday. Please keep Nada and
their family in your thoughts and prayers. The Big Sky Chorus
has been asked by the family to sing at Arlie’s funeral service.
In what has been tradition, President Bob phoned former members and invited them to sing with the chorus. We will sing “The
Lord’s Prayer” and “Amazing Grace.”
Brett Foster

Arlie Bornhoft
Arlie Bornhoft, 83, of Billings, died peacefully at the Billings
Clinic Jan. 10, 2008, following a sudden illness. Arlie was born in
Tyler, Minn. to Andrew and Agnes Bornhoft. After a brief service
in the Navy, he worked 35 years for the Great Northern (later the
Burlington Northern Railroad) as a civil engineer of public works.
He married (Frances) Nada Cummings of Great Falls, Montana,
and became a loving father to four children. In later life he enjoyed his family, friends, woodworking, traveling, golfing, and
singing in the Big Sky Chorus for which he served at one time as
a president.

Dan

Rod Steve Gary

Until you hear and see them at their zany best!
To book The Chordial Celebration for your show, call:

Gary Drown at (308) 236-2083
*GUARANTEE: If one member of the audience goes home
without laughing, our fee will be cheerfully refunded!

Arlie is preceded in death by his parents Andrew and Agnes, his
brother Irwin, and sister Pearl Eckberg. Survivors include his
beloved wife of 52 years, Nada, and their children: Debra of
Lakewood, Colo., Daniel (Becky) of Chandler, Ariz., Deanna
(David) Curtis of Hamilton and David (Valerie) of Gilbert, Ariz. He
had five grandchildren who will miss him dearly. Arlie is also
survived by his brother Karl Bornhoft of Duluth, Minn. and many
nieces and nephews. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed either to the Big Sky Chorus or Boy Scouts, Troop 2 in
which he was a Scout leader for many years. A memorial service
celebrating Arlie's life will be held at 10:30 a.m. on Wed., Jan.
16, at the Smith West Chapel, 304 34th St. West.

RMD
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“To Be Inspired, Get Involved!”
By Tony Pranaitis, RMD Financial Services VP
According to feedback from a broad cross-section of barbershoppers in our Society, we have identified four core values (common to all barbershoppers). They are: fun, fellowship, singing, and service. When a human being is properly
enlightened and motivated, he or she will have a desire to
SERVE in areas that provide personal INSPIRATION. It may
be serving at an animal shelter, on an arts council, in the military, in a service club, in politics, at a homeless shelter, in
churches, in hospitals, or any number of ways we can work to
make the world a better place. “Where the heart is, there will
the treasure be also.” We are moved to action by things we are
passionate about.
Harmony Foundation is the charitable extension of the
Barbershop Harmony Society, which exists to provide a
SERVICE opportunity for barbershoppers, to actively promote
education and outreach. If you could dream anything that
might change barbershop from being the “world’s best kept
secret” what would it be? More high school and college quartets? More Harmony Explosion Camps? More Youth Festivals? More music teachers attending Harmony University?
Better skills for chorus directors? These are the VERY things
that Harmony Foundation makes possible.

From the Nov/Dec Serenade, CSD, editor David Haase

Three CSD Judges Honored
With Emeritus Award

By Jim Bagby, District C&J Administrator
This year, more than two dozen retired judges, living and
dead, were nominated for the singular honor of Judge Emeritus.
Eleven were chosen by the Society Contest and Judging Committee. And three of those come from the Central States District.
That’s a significant number in more ways than one. Since the
award was created in the early ‘80’s, the CSD has had only six
men so honored. They are:
PETE TYREE of Kansas City and Wichita, and now living in
Colorado Springs, in 1985; the late
CV “PETE” PETERSON of Kansas City in 1989;
JIM BEUTEL of Louisville and Kansas City, and now living in
Phoenix, in 1986; the late
MIKE HINES of Des Moines, and
HOWARD MESCHER of Davenport and now the Far Western District, both in 1997; and the late
JOHN STUCKER of Kansas City in 2006. Their plaques
read:

The Contest and Judging Committee
hereby bestows the title of

Judge Emeritus

in recognition of your many years of faithful service,
outstanding leadership and exceptional
contributions to the Contest and Judging program.

As a Harmony Foundation “donor,” I
am proud to be an “owner” of these strategic
projects, because without me (and many hundreds of other donor/owners) these projects
would CEASE to exist. Very simply, if only
half of the current donors were to donate,
these programs would be cut in half. But if
TWICE as many donate, we DOUBLE the
existing programs of education and outreach.
Visit www.HarmonyFoundation.org and donate conveniently and securely online. Every monthly credit card statement, I get an INSPIRATIONAL reminder of the fabulous
things that are being accomplished because of my INVOLVEMENT. There are kids out there waiting for your gift (so they
can discover and enjoy barbershop harmony).
When every barbershopper is inspired sufficiently to GET
INVOLVED, starting with as little as $5.00 per month to be a
“Ambassador of Song,” our education and outreach will simply EXPLODE.

RMD
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Young Texas Singers Win International
Barbershop Youth Chorus Festival
San Antonio, Texas (Jan. 26)….The Marcsmen of San Marcos, Texas took home the trophy for top honors today in the
Barbershop Harmony Society’s first annual International Youth
Chorus Festival. With six choruses and 200 students participating from six states, Canada and even one chorus from New
Zealand, this event is the exciting culmination of the Barbershop
Harmony Society’s year-round effort to promote barbershop
harmony to youth around the world.
The Youth Chorus competition is judged by a panel of certified Society judges in three categories: Music, Singing and
Presentation. The young singers competed in three age brackets with trophies awarded to winners in each of the brackets.
Every individual performer received a rating pin for their
participation in the singing contest. Under the direction of Brent
Dunavant, the winning chorus is comprised of 35 college students from Texas State University. The talented young director,
himself a third-year music education student at Texas State,
also directs the San Antonio Chordsmen leading them to a
first-place Division Championship last spring. He is the assistant
director of the Heart of Texas Chorus and led them to tenth
place at International in Denver last summer. Rounding out the
winners in the three age brackets are:
• The Young Miamians of Miami, Florida under the direction of
Gene Cokeroft – Plateau A under age 19
• The Marcsmen of San Marcos, Texas under the direction of
Brent Dunavant – Plateau AA under age 22
• Northwest Vocal Project of Bellevue, Washington under the
direction of Donny Rose – Plateau AAA under age 25
In addition to the competition, the Youth Chorus Festival
consists of master classes by some of the best barbershop singers in the world and the opportunity to hear performances by the
top five international quartet medalists. The Youth Chorus
Champs took the stage to perform on Saturday night at the
Show of Champions. The Festival is a once in a lifetime experience for many of these young men, whose average age is 19,
and is an exciting introduction to the barbershop style and culture of the largest all-male singing organization in the world.
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Eureka! Quartet Wins Senior Singing Contest
Eureka! took the gold January 25th in the hotly contested
International Senior Quartet competition at the Barbershop Harmony Society’s Midwinter Convention. A total of 24 senior quartets from the U.S. and Canada squared off today in the annual
contest to become the 2008 Senior Quartet Champion. The top
five quartets each received a medal.
Members of gold medalist quartet Eureka! are tenor Frank
Friedemann, 64, from Tulsa; lead Art Swanson, 64, from New
Orleans; baritone Rick Haines, 63, from Plano, Texas; and
bass Brian Beck, 68, from Flower Mound, Texas. Though these
four men have only been singing together as Eureka! since
April of 2007, they have a rich history of barbershop quartet
singing. Brian Beck is one of the most decorated quartet singers in the history of barbershop singing. He has placed in the
top ten internationally in four different voice parts and has won
two gold medals in two different voice parts. Art Swanson set a
record having competed internationally twenty-two times consecutively.
Second place silver medalist is the Michigan-based Resisting-A-Rest; members are tenor Bruce LaMarte; lead Thomas
Conner; baritone Steven Warnaar; and bass Phil Haines.
Rounding out the five medalist positions are:
• Third place: Vintage Gold from the West Coast – tenor Ron
Bass; lead Gary Bolles; baritone Chuck Landback; and bass
Jim Sherman.
• Fourth place: Great Western Timbre Co. – tenor Roger
Smeds, Florida; lead Dwight Holmquist, California; baritone
Jack Liddell, Florida; and bass Ron Black, Texas.
• Fifth place: Silver Chords – tenor David Brasher, Washington; lead Les Walter, Arizona; baritone Robert Schmitt,
Washington; and bass Dick Swanson, Washington.
No member of any competing quartet may be younger
than 55, and the cumulative age of the quartet must be 240
years or more. They are judged by a panel of two judges in
each of three categories: music, presentation and singing. The
outgoing 2007 International Senior Quartet Champ, Friendly
Advice, also performed and presented trophies to the 2008
Senior Quartet Champions.
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Youth Festivals Abundant In RMD
Written by Phil Ricks, Youth In Harmony VP

High School Women’s Choir

High School Men’s Choir
Youth activities in 2008 have started strong
and promise for the future is encouraging. Two
splendid events have already taken place with
more at the end of February and early March being planned and well underway. On Jan. 19 the
Salt Lake City area chapters: the Beehive
Statesmen, the Saltaires, and the Sweet Adelines held their second festival at the Westminister College concert hall. They had 90 students in attendance along with several
music educators. Much excitement was generated about the
style of music we love.
That same weekend, Jan17-19, the Rexburg festival was
held. This year marked the 10th year for this annual event. At the
high school level approximately 450 students took part from
seven high schools. One school drove 200 miles on icy roads to
attend and when they left the comment was made, “Our choral
program will be bigger next year because of the enthusiasm this
festival gives to our students.” Another school brought 142 students and this on a day that the students had free from school.
The teacher told me afterwards, “I know the students could
have been out playing today but it is not every day we get to
come to a world class concert like Max Q gave and I wanted the
students to be there.”
Another teacher said, “They MOST DEFINITELY enjoyed it.
In fact, they LOVE it and look forward to this time of year. I had
parent teacher conferences three evenings ago. The parents told
me how much their child LOVED the Barbershop Festival (and
the parents were quite surprised at just how happy and pumped
their child was about it). The kids love to sing with a large group,
have AWESOME clinicians, learn a new style of music, and hear
a world class quartet – not something most of these kids will experience in their lifetime. What an amazing opportunity for my
students!”

In answer to the question, Does Barbershop help in your
choral program? one teacher responded “ABSOLUTELY! It has
enhanced my program tremendously. I think many of my students will seriously look at joining a community chorus when they
are adults. It has also spawned new quartets at the school and
the kids are having a BALL!”
At Brigham Young University-Idaho
There were three concerts held at the campus concert hall.
All were sold out with very responsive audiences in attendance.
MAX Q gave great performances as you would expect, only they
did not expect the audiences reaction to their singing. The audience was on its feet midway through the first song as lead Tony
DeRosa held the note; AND held it and held it and held it. One of
the great treats of the concerts was the BYU-Idaho Men’s Choir
as they sang the David Wright version of Joshua Fit the Battle of
Jericho under the direction of a student conductor. This young
man will be a great asset to any school who hires him but he will
be an asset to the world of barbershop when he graduates. He
has already attended Harmony University.
The Denver chapters will be holding their quartet contest February 18th, and we wish them well. Remember, you can’t know
the joy of seeing the youth have fun with barbershop music
unless you provide the opportunity for them. Enjoy the pictures.
REMEMBER, there are only three ways to build our Society,
(1) SING WELL (2) INVITE OTHERS (3) INVOLVE THE
YOUTH. In these three lies the future, but of the three INVOLVE
THE YOUTH guarantees the long term future.

BYU-Idaho Women’s Choir

BYU-Idaho Men’s Choir

MaxQ

MaxQ

High Five

Rock-a-Bye-Babies

Off the Wall

The Valentines

Three Good Haircuts

The Sunshine Sisters

RMD
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2008 RMD Spring Convention
April 25 - 27
Longmont, Colorado

RMD
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SINGING FOR LIFE
is a HUGE opportunity for chapters and quartets to —
•
•
•
•
•

Build awareness for barbershop in their area, through the
great PR this program can attract
Build alliances with other arts organizations in their community
Have a chance to perform for the blood donors in attendance
Earn respect and admiration from our strategic partners in
this project, the American Red Cross, Hem-Quebec,
America’s Blood Centers and Canadian Blood Services
Attract new members

The good news is: In the two months since registration information was made available, 26 chapters from eight different
districts have registered. Kudos to the FWD for having the
greatest number of chapters participation in the program to
date. The bad news is: We’re five months away from the May
10 date and we only have 3% of our chapters registered.
Eight districts have not had a single chapter register to participate. If we don't already, we (Barbershop Harmony Society)
will soon have some serious “egg on our faces” in front of
these other national organizations if we don’t “motivate our
troops” to register more of our chapters soon. Below is a list of
the chapters currently registered:
FWD (8)

Fresno
Fremont-Hayward
Casa Grande
North Valley
Santa Monica
Las Vegas
Conejo Valley
Palomar Pacific

SLD (2)

Melbourne
Winter Park
Martin - St. Lucie

Crawford County
Rochester

SWD (4)

RMD (1)

Frostbite Falls
Spring
Oklahoma City
Tulsa

Mt. Rushmore

SUN (5)

CSD (3)

ONT (1)

Daytona Beach
Metro
Ft. Walton Beach

Des Moines
Grand Island
Salina

Ottawa

EVG (1)

Red Deer

NED (1)

Kentville

In case you missed it, on November 11, Christopher Baker, the Marketing & PR DVP for the Sunshine
District issued a challenge to all the other districts:

“On behalf of the Sunshine District Association of Chapters of
the Barbershop Harmony Society, I hereby challenge every
other District to match our goal of 100 percent participation of
Chapters in the Sunshine District in the upcoming International
Blood Drive to be held Saturday, May 10, 2008, across the
United States and Canada.

The stakes are high but to sweeten the challenge, if any other
District beats Sunshine District in total Chapter participation, I
will send that District their choice of any item in our Sunshine
District MegaStore as a token of our respect for their accomplishment. That item will be personalized with the specifics for
future generations of Barbershoppers to see.

Consider this message a virtual gauntlet. It is my personal mission to get every Sunshine chapter registered at singingforlife.org organized for May 10, 2008, and fully engaged that day
to bring Barbershop to their local community while restocking
the local blood centers with much needed inventory.

I don’t expect to have to redeem this pledge. [grin] For those of
you not familiar with this program, here’s a link to the info:
sunshinedistrict.org/singing_for_life to get you started. And here
is the link to the Singing For Life shop in our Sunshine District
MegaStore: www.cafepress.com/sunshinebbs/3656658 in case
you need any supplies. Any questions?

RMD
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Mountain Talk
Steve Jackson, editor
sjjbullead@comcast.net

For more
information call

Denver MountainAires

Ted Cluett

720 898-1448
Al White

303 422-5228

April 19, 2008

“THE BEST OF BARBERSHOP”
Our annual spring show featuring the smooth sound
of our Denver MountainAires chorus and our
always entertaining chapter quartets

Matinee: 2:00 pm
Evening: 7:00 pm

Green Mountain High School
13175 W. Green Mountain Drive, Lakewood, Colo

The Kowalski Twins — Denver, Colo
“they are the funniest quartet I’ve heard today…”
Anonymous

MIXED QUARTET

BOYS QUARTET

Marshmellons

Cutting Edge

Lakewood High
Renee Bedard
Corey Garretson
Michael Russel
Zachary Barnes

BOYS 1ST PLACE
4-12 Blast

Overland High/Cherokee Trail High
Jonathan Ruffin
Blake Nawa'a
Justin Kerr
Jeremy Allison
BOYS 2ND PLACE

Full Range

Pomona High/
Denver School for the Arts
Mick Humrich
Caleb Boyd
Robert Schemel
Jon Sheldon
GIRLS 1ST PLACE

An A-choir-ed Taste
Lakewood High
Bailey Heinz
Sosi Papazian
Kate McKinney
Avalon Jacka

GIRLS 2ND PLACE

Mountain Vista High/
Littleton High
Taylor Flowers
* Matthew Seivert
Dominic Shayler
Kreg Flowers

Panic! At The Barbershop

BOYS 3RD PLACE

* Denver MountainAire member

Dante's Crescendo
Lakewood High
Brett Conrad
Luke Ewing
Patrick Hussey
Matt Fulton

Gilpin County High
Lacy Franks
Paige Johnson
Brandi Siegrist
Abby Flowers

Chapter dinner Jan. 19 at Old Neighborhood attracted
over 70 people including members, wives, sweeties, and
guests — Jack Cozzens lined up the room which was cozy but
worked just fine. The food was excellent, the comaraderie
great! Good to see some of our absentee members again including Graham Coveyduck with friend, and Paul and Deana
Dover. Chapter picked up most of the tab leaving members to
chip in $5.00 a plate — a real bargain. We treated ourselves
for our work at Int’l this past year because our cut of the profits
came out to $9,400.00 plus (which made our treasurer Lee
Van Deren very happy).
Entertainment for the evening included chapter quartets
Rocky Mountain Blend, the Grace Notes, Joyful Noise (with
Bunny Klinger singing tenor, and Steve slipping down to lead),
Harmony Emporium (with Paul Dover subbing for Jack
Cozzens, who had just returned from Rome). Then asst. director Jerry Hooper led the sitting chorus (told you it was cozy) in
several selections. We had a phone call from director John
Fenner during the evening, absent because of recent shoulder
surgery — ever seen him direct with one hand?
Singing Valentines chairman Jack Cozzens reports that
37 Singing Valentines were delivered with the help of four
quartets: the Harmony Emporium, the Grace Notes, the UltraSoniX, and Four Cents Postage Due. Estimated profits
around $1,200.00.
Ten Denver MountainAires attended the Estes Park activities Feb. 8-10: Tony Pranaitis, Ted Cluett, David Zoeteway, Damian Berger (UltraSoniX received coaching), Tom
Whitfield, Paul Dover, Jerry Hooper, Jim Darling, Greg
Seebart, and Don Groomer.
Show Chairman Woody Woodward reports that tickets
and posters are printed and ready to go! The afterglow will be
held at Café Del Sol, 6th and Garrison, Lakewood. Show Committee is hard at work finalizing all the details to make the April
19th show a success. Matinee sales are moving well with Senior Ride; it’ll take work to put 490 people into the evening show
seats. We’re looking forward to hearing the Kowalski Twins
again. Chorus is working hard on our 13 songs as director
John Fenner is going full speed ahead despite a bad shoulder
and leg. Whatta guy!
YIH team of Tom Whitfield, VP with asst. Tony Pranaitis
reported on the Feb. 18 High School Quartet Contest held at
DU’s Hamilton Hall (225). Seven quartets were entered (four
boys, two girls, and a mixed quartet) with three coming from
Lakewood High, a boy’s, girls, and the mixed quartet. The
mixed quartet, the Marshmellons scored the highest to take
home the trophy. Judges were the Spinoff quartet from the
Skyline Sweet Adelines. Last years champs, Versatile, were
in attendance and sang a few songs for the small but appreciative crowd.
Our BOTY award was presented to charter member Glen
McLaughlin Tuesday, Feb. 19. Warren Van Meter, 58 year
member, was recently hit by a truck and broke his leg. He’s
healing slowly. Member Stu Bellack is working on a possible
Colorado Rockies “gig” to sing the national anthem in June.
Former member Jon Hass is back from Iraq; he stopped in
Colorado to see the family and grab his son before heading
home to North Carolina. Now his wife is serving overseas!
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Grand Junction, Colorado

How Did We Grow?
Take a look at how the Grand Junction Chapter did it
Grand Junction’s Achievements since Sept. 2005:
Increased active singers from 14 to 43 members
Vastly improved chapter esprit de corps from very
poor to outstanding. The energy and enthusiasm at
chapter meetings and at all chapter functions is something
to behold. These guys are having fun every time they get
together. There is considerably more interest among members who now want to participate on the board and on select committees for planning and taking action. This means
that the growth and continued achievement is not driven
by only a few leaders but by a broader participation of
members. The spirit is alive and contagious.
Increased number of active quartets from three to
seven
Appreciably improved the number of paid singouts:
For example, from two in the 2005 Christmas season to
seven in the 2007 Christmas season. Quartet requests for
Christmas performances also increased very significantly
Singing Valentine performances increased from about
70 in 2005 to 168 to 2007
Changed directors: Since November 2005 they have a
dynamic duo: Raisha Quinn is the Front Line Director and
she has sterling professional qualities, including a Master’s
Degree in Music. She has been to Directors College at
least twice.

Empowered the Committee:
Had board approve an ample
budget so committee did not
have to seek board approval for
each expenditure.
Voter Registration Records: They purchased the county
voter registration records, which provide the names addresses, phone number, gender, etc. Transferred info to a
database program, which enabled them to target men in
particular age groups within particular ZIP Codes.
Postcard Mailers: Sent postcard mailers by age group
and/or what you can afford – each membership drive targets a different age group or ZIP Code group. Members
also gave about 100 names to invite and were sent the
same postcard. The postcard was perhaps the final reminder that caused guests to come. They all mentioned
the postcard.
“I can’t do this” Guys attend and like what they hear but
then they feel, “I’d love to do this but these guys are too
good, I can’t do this!” And at that point you lose them,
unless you find a way to make them return. They need to
hear more and our job is to give them an opportunity, “an
offer they can’t refuse,” to hear more and to get them involved. They got them involved doing the same things
each week so it got easier and easier for them. They also
added a few new things each week.

Dave Hein is the retired head of the Music Department for
the whole School district. He too is very well respected
and has professional qualities, including a Masters Degree
in Music. Dave arranges music in the Barbershop Style for
the chorus and for quartets. He attended Directors College, as well.

What kept them coming for four weeks – this is what
they tried and it worked:

Started a significant Youth in Harmony effort: Their
efforts for finding sponsors and their efforts for their YIH
pursuits have become linked. Grand Junction donates
noteworthy amounts to schools. In 2007 they gave away
$500 to five schools – a total of $2,500. Quartets visit vocal music classes in all the high schools and middle
schools and involve the kids in the classrooms. The kids
are invited to be part of a choir that will perform on their
annual show. For the past two years they have had about
20 kids and this effort and the number of kids is increasing. The sponsors are told that an important part of their
contribution will be given to the vocal music programs in
local schools.

•

How'd they do that?
Established Committee: Set up a six-man UCANSING2
Planning Committee in May 2005 and developed this winning plan, which they implemented in September 2005.

•
•

•

A drawing each week for a $50 gift certificate to a
good restaurant in town.
Three or four other drawings each week for a $10 gift
certificate to a bookstore or a record store, etc.
A promise to every guest who attends three out of the
first four meetings. He will be eligible for a drawing for
one year’s
membership in the Barbershop Harmony Society –
worth $135.

Getting them involved
One Simple Song: They chose one simple song that the
chorus did not know “Bright Was the Night” and told them
that they would all learn this song together to show them
how they learn a new song.
Three BarberPole Cat Songs: They chose three pole cat
songs that come on one Society publication (No. 8522 @
$1.65 each) “I’m a Barber Pole Cat.” The three songs are:
My Wild Irish Rose, Down Our Way, and Shine On Me.
They sang each of these three songs each week so the
guests became more and more familiar comfortable with
them and changed the “I can’t do this” to “I can do this
and I love it!”
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Grand Junction, Colorado

Our Directors

Bookcliff Chorus Events

Mrs. Raisha Quinn has been a public
school choir teacher for 16 years. She received her Bachelor of Science degree in
K-12 music from Moorhead State University
in Moorhead, Minnesota and her Master of
Music Education degree from the University
of Colorado in Boulder, Colorado.

Sat Jan 5 8:30 - 12:30 Annual Planning Meeting Back room
of Good Pastures, 733 Horizon Dr.
Sat Jan 12 5:30 p.m. Annual Installation/Awards Banquet New
Life Church -7th Street and Kennedy Avenue - hors d'oeuvres at
5:30 p.m. and dinner at 6:00 p.m. RMD District President, Mike
Deputy will install 2008 officers.
Thurs Jan 31 12:45 p.m. Kiwanis Meeting Two Rivers Convention Center
Every Tuesday from 7:00 - 9:30
Chorus Practice Holy Family School
Weds-Thurs Feb 13-14 8 am - 8 pm Singing Valentines
Fri-Sat April 4-5 Guest Coach - Rod Sgrignoli, Holy Family
School
Fri April 18 6:00 p.m. Show Rehearsal Avalon Theatre – 7th
St. & Main
Sat April 19 2:00 & 7:00 pm Spring Show, Movie Tunes and
Loony Tunes — Avalon Theatre, 7th St. & Main St
9:30 p.m. to ? Chorus Afterglow party, New Life Church - 7th
Street and Kennedy Avenue
Our show songs order will be: Do, Re, Mi, Sound Celebration,Disney medley, Can You Feel the Love, Silhouettes, Old
Cape Cod, Tin Roof Blues, Teach the Children to Sing, You
Raise Me Up, and Keep the Whole World Singing. Terri will be
with us to work on choreography, starting with Sound Celebration. The finale with Raisha is always satisfying as we exit to the
strains of Teach the Children To Sing and Keep the Whole World
Singing!

The Grand Junction chapter has a new bulletin
editor, Carroll Owen. He has been a member
for several years; he has served as chapter
bulletin editor before. His e-mail address is:
crlptow@msn.com.
Paul Didier

Grand Junction Chapter Quartets
Tenor, Lead, Bari, Bass
Close Harmony
Carroll Owen Olyn Carlson Tim Winegardner Mark Edwards
Four for One
Norm Wingard Loren Roth Jack Cronkhite Dennis Kiefer
Grand Valley Four
Lloyd Unfred Daryl McGirr Dave Hein Paul Didier
Mixed Messages
Cathy Rosol Raisha Quinn Greg Frame Lloyd Unfred
Spare Parts Harmony
Ken Reish Doug Beyer/Loren Roth Bob Labig Dave Woodward
My Fathers Moustache
Paul Lehman Jim Witt Roger McClelland Hal West

Raisha has been actively involved with barbershopping since
2001. Sarah and the Guys was the first barbershop quartet
Raisha coached and they went on to a first place finish in the
Denver Mixed Quartet category. Raisha went on to coaching
up to eight quartets per year at Clear Creek High School prior
to moving to Grand Junction in 2005. Raisha accepted the
Chorus Director position in November 2005 and has not looked
back since.
Raisha has directed honor choirs and music camps for years.
Raisha has coached many choirs and has sent numerous soloists to All State Choirs. Her students have received superior
ratings at many festivals. Raisha has judged solo and small
ensemble festivals as well as choir festivals. Her choirs have
performed for “Nuggets,” “Rockies” and “Broncos” games as
well as “CU Men’s and Women’s” games. Raisha has directed
many musicals over the years and has been the piano accompanist for many performances. Raisha has taken many performance tours with students and truly enjoys being on stage.
She has performed as a soloist in several large performances
including “The Messiah” and the “Faure Requiem.” She is a
member of MENC, CMEA, ACDA and CEA. Raisha lives in
Grand Junction with her husband, Dennis, and two children,
Nelson and Nolan, along with their dogs, T-Bone and PorkChop.
Assistant Director
Mr. David Hein has been our assistant
director since 2003. He received a composite Bachelor of Science Degree in Music
Education from Northern State University,
Aberdeen, South Dakota in 1964 and a
Master of Arts Degree in Music from University of Northern Colorado in 1967.
Dave has been involved in music education in the Mesa County School District #51
from 1964-1998. From 1964 to1976 he taught vocal music at
Palisade Junior/Senior High School and Taylor Elementary
School in Palisade. He then taught vocal music at Grand Junction High School from 1976-1985, vocal music and drama at
West Middle School from 1993-1994, and orchestra and vocal
music at Palisade High School and Mt. Garfield Middle School
from 1994-1998.
Dave was the Supervisor of Music Education for Mesa
County District #51 from 1985-1993. Besides public education
Dave has served as the director of the Valley-Wide Volunteer
Women's Choir from 1998-2000, the director of the Men's
Choir at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Church from 20012007, and the director of the Celtic Singers from 1997-2007.
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Duke City Chorus
www.dukecitychorus.com
Bernalillo County, New Mexico

Above the chorus sings "Grand Junction, My Home Town" at
"Happy Birthday, Grand Junction" our annual Spring Show April 2007
"Grand Junction, My Home Town" was written by Ken Reish, a chapter member, and
arranged by Dave Hein, our assistant Director, for the 2007 125th birthday celebration
of the City of Grand Junction. The city council has made this the city's official song.
We are a group of men who enjoy a cappella harmony singing with friends. We meet
every Tuesday evening from 7:00 - 9:30 p.m. at the Holy Family School in Grand Junction. We also do community performances and competitions throughout the year. The
songs we sing range from happy, patriotic and sentimental, to love songs and many
other kinds. Do we like to have new people join us? YOU BET WE DO! And we'll even
come and pick you up if you need a ride. Come sing with us!

RMD BARBERSHOPPERS OF THE YEAR
YEAR MEMBER

CHAPTER

1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006

Salt Lake City
Deceased
Casper
Rapid City
Deceased
NOT AWARDED
Denver Mile Hi
Albuquerque
Deceased
Denver Mile Hi
Albuquerque
Denver Mile Hi
Deceased
Longmont
Loveland
Salt Lake City
Deceased
Denver Mile Hi
Denver Mile Hi
Durango
Salt Lake City
Durango
Pikes Peak
Denver Mile Hi
Deceased
Billings
Deceased
Denver Tech
Cedar City
Salt Lake City
Deceased
Wasatch Front
Denver MountainAires
Loveland
Denver Mile High/Longmont
Denver MountainAires

Max Lloyd
Russ Bull
Lynden Levitt
George Davidson
Jack Smith
WA “Fred” Wiese
Bill Biffle
Steve Webb
Dave Waddell
Rex Touslee
John Grimshaw
John Coffin
Dan Baker
Carroll “Pete” Peterson
George Beagley
Carl Schultz
Ivan Jensen
Bobby Anderson
M. Lou Schuman
Dennis Cook
Jim Halen
Jim Wheeler
Lon Szymanski
Tony Pranaitis
Lee Ischinger
Kevin Pape
Steven Jackson

STATUS

Recent activities of the Duke City
Chorus include several holiday appearances about town. On Dec. 6th, there was
a special guest night at the chapter meeting — DCC meets Thursdays from 7:00
pm to 9:45 pm at the Mesa View United
Methodist Church Activities Center. On
Dec. 8th, they held a breakfast retreat at
the Bistro Brewery.
On Dec. 5-7, they held their annual
Christmas shows and another holiday
harmony show was held Dec. 17th for the
River of Lights & Sounds, at the Albuquerque Biological Park. Then on Christmas Eve, they put on a show in old Albuquerque — wonder if they had snow?
Well, the colors should be right, as lots of
red, green, and gold is laced throughout
the Hispanic culture. Love to see some
pictures of that!
They can boast of four quartets: current District champs The Summit, 505
892-8048, current third place champs
Vertigo, 505 227-5896, First Light, 505
858-0407, and the newly-formed Short
and Sweet, 505 792-2148. Quartet Sing
Out Coordinator (that’s a good idea) can
be reached at 505 281-6938.
Chapter will join forces with the New
Mexi-Chords and the Enchanted Mesa
Sweet Adelines to deliver Singing Valentines. Call 505 323-SING to order (you
can send me a check later, guys). Shawn
Mondragon is contact for the chorus.
Shawn also serves as RMD Marketing
and PR VP as well as being asst. chorus
director with Farris Collins and serving
as Chapter Development VP. Chapter email is info@dukecitychorus.com
Congratulations to Michael Busse,
basso profoundo (has been known to sing
with The Summit when Marco is in Alabama) on being named DCC’s Barbershopper of the Year. On May 16-18, the
chorus will sing on the Bernalillo County
shows (city event — had me confused,
too). Annual show is set for June 6-7 at
Keller Hall, University of New Mexico
campus, with Storm Front, Denver Mile
High, as headliners.

RMD

Vocal Expressions

Page 21

March/April 2008

Howard Bruns
Long-time Burley editor passes away

Honored as RMD’s first BETY — 1978
RUPERT, IDAHO
Burley, Idaho chapter news - Our old nemesis struck again at

the Caring & Sharing Festival of Trees in the Rupert Civic
building Friday evening, Nov. 23rd — our sound system
monitors were placed BEHIND US so it was virtually impossible to hear the chorus. Meanwhile the crowd strolling past
the decorated trees in the back ground was in a festive and
boisterous mood (they were loud). In addition to the chorus
numbers, a make-up quartet, Half and Half, sang “Silver
Bells” and “While By My Sheep.” On Dec. 4th, the chapter
gathered at Parke View Care Center and sang several Christmas tunes in barbershop harmony. Afterwards we descended
upon the Burley Care Center to repeat our program for the
residents, then we retreated to Harmony Hall to complete our
rehearsal for our show Saturday night at the Wilson Theater in
Rupert.
Our gig to raise funds for restoration of the historic Wilson Theater the evening of Dec. 8 was moderately successful.
The chorus sang well on several numbers and the Half and
Half quartet filled in the gaps with three numbers. Mel Pfeifer
did a nice job organizing, getting out the “word” and choosing
the music. Dave and Don took turns directing the chorus; the
guest artist and the little girls group were great. Jim Rodgers
did the chapter proud as MC. Thanks to all; it was good to see
our newest members, Scott and Kevin, join us on the show.
The big disappointment was the lack of a bigger audience. We
can still feel good that it has been several consecutive years
that the Snake River Flats have contributed to the cause.
The chapter Christmas party and officers installation banquet was attended by 40 members, wives and guests. A big
thank you to all who participated in making the meal. Danny
Ward deserves extra credit for organizing the Dutch oven
style cook-off. Of course we rang a few chords with more
Christmas songs for wives and guests. Thanks to Duane Knos
for installing the 2008 officers. Now we’ll be focusing on
songs for our March 1st spring show with Steppin’ Out from
Salt Lake City. Photos and a bio of Howard Bruns will be a
featured “Memorial” in the next VE. Howard was chosen as
the 1978 RMD Bulletin Editor of the Year, the first recipient
of this prestigious award.
December 2007

Chapter Hype & Pitch Pipe

Paul Brown, editor

Howard "Hob" Melvin Bruns, a 99-yearold longtime resident of Rupert, passed away
Saturday, Nov. 10, 2007, at the Minidoka Memorial Hospital from complications following a
stroke. Howard was born Feb. 9, 1908, in
Northville, S.D., the son of Fred William Bruns
and Harriet Darlene Cook Bruns. He was
raised in Kimberly, where he graduated from
high school. He received a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Gooding College in Gooding, Idaho, and did graduate
work at Stanford University in Palo Alto, Calif., the University of
Oregon in Eugene and Idaho State University in Pocatello, and
received his master's degree in Business Education at the University of Idaho at Moscow.
He married Doris Maricle on Feb. 17, 1940, in Rupert. To them
were born two sons, Winston and Stanley. Howard was a farmer in
Minidoka County and was a respected educator for a total of 35
years, retiring from the Minidona County School District. He was an
active member of the' Rupert United Methodist Church, where he
sang in the Chancel Choir, a men's quartet, and served as the
church financial secretary as well as many other positions. He was
a past member of the Rupert Grange, a charter member of the
Snake River Flats men's barbershop singing group and was a
faithful member of the Rupert Kiwanis Club.
His hobbies included music, fishing, reading, writing, scrapbooking, photography, and raising beautiful roses. He truly had a
love of life and saw beauty in everything and everyone. The sparkle
in his eye, his bright smile and his warmth of character endeared
him to everyone he met. This gentle and respected man will be
sorely missed by his family, friends and community. He is survived
by his wife of 67 years, Doris Bruns of Rupert; his two sons and
their spouses, Winston (Lindsay) Bruns of Nampa and Stanley
(Leanna) Bruns of Rupert; six grandchildren; and eight greatgrandchildren. He was preceded in death by his parents; two brothers, Elvin Bruns and Loren Bruns; and one sister, Eltha Given.
The funeral was held at 11 am Thursday, Nov. I5, at the
Rupert United Methodist Church, 605 H St., with Pastor ]erry Steele
officiating. Burial will follow at the Rupert Cemetery. A visitation
was held Wednesday,
Nov. 14th, at the Rasmussen Funeral Home, 1350
E. 16th St. in Burley; family and friends calling from
6:00 to 8:00 pm. Memorials may be made to the
Rupert United Methodist
Church.
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Mile High Hi-Lites
Jim Jensen, editor, jimjenpix@comcast.net

Darin Drown Named BOTY!
Chorus Director Darin Drown was named 2007 Barbershopper of the Year
Thursday evening, Jan. 4th at the regular chapter meeting. Darin was awarded the
BOTY plaque by last year’s winner, Mike Davidson. It was only the second time
since our two chapters merged on January 1, 2000 that a nominee was selected
after only one round of voting.
The Sound of the Rockies has been on the brink of finishing in the top five in
International competition for six of the eight years we’ve been in existence. Under
Darin, we’ve come in eighth, seventh, sixth, seventh, sixth and finally third in the
past six years under his leadership. Mike read the following to a nearly full room of
choristers at the meeting, and Darin was treated to a lengthy standing ovation by
the group. BOTY Chairman Fred Mason wrote the tribute to Darin:
Being named Barbershopper of the Year is the most prestigious honor any
member can receive from his chapter. In the Mile High Chapter this is not an
award voted on by the Board of Directors nor do they have an input. Only former
BOTY’s are involved. It was decided several years ago after the Denver Tech and
Denver Mile-Hi Chapters merged, that each current member of the Mile High
Chapter who had been awarded the Barbershopper of the Year by either of the
two merged chapters, as well as those who received the award after the chapters
merged, would be involved in the BOTY selection process.
This is truly a group effort and a group selection. Each former recipient of the
award is allowed to nominate one current, active chapter member for Barbershopper of the Year. All nominees are then presented to the group and voting continues until one candidate receives a majority of the votes. Generally this process
takes a number of pollings and can become quite tedious, depending on the number of nominees in competition for the award.
It was clear that our honored barbershopper had greatly distinguished himself;
this is only the second time that the winner was determined in the nomination
round. Since the merger of the Denver Mile-Hi and the Denver Tech chapters we
have become a unique group of men. While we've worked hard at our craft, our
inspiration for greatness has come both from within as well as from one of our own
who has been and continues to be our biggest champion. This man has selflessly
inspired each of us to be better singers, better performers, better barbershoppers,
and better at everything we do. He has devoted untold hours above and beyond the
call of duty and has said many times that his satisfaction is gained by what we as a
group achieve.
For a number of years we have been on the brink of breaking into the coveted,
and (until this past year,) elusive top five chorus' of the Society. Many thought that
we should have achieved top five status in Louisville, then again in Salt Lake City,
and certainly in Indianapolis, but it was not to be. While we were justifiably discouraged, this man had faith in us, kept after us, and through his leadership, patience,
and persistence, and with the help of our coaches, chorographer and music team,
led us to believe in ourselves and led us to be the Barbershop Harmony Society's
Third Place International Chorus Champion in 2007. I don't think any of us ever
dreamed we could achieve such an achievement, but he never let down. Without
him would we have achieved such an accomplishment? I think not.
Of course there are a myriad of other things this man has done, but since he
isn’t one to brag, we won’t dwell on all his accomplishments as a quartet singer,
promoter of barbershop, coach and all around great friend. His soft spoken words
of wisdom never fail to be an inspiration to us all and he is indeed a positive purveyor of our barbershop craft. On behalf of all the former Barbershoppers of the
Year, it gives me great pleasure to bestow the honor of Barbershopper of the
Year for 2007 upon your friend and mine,

Darin Drown

Darin Drown shows his award to last
year’s winner of the prestigious BOTY
award, Mike Davidson, who read the
citation to the crowd of choristers
We have three paid performances coming:
we’re singing at the St. James Presbyterian
church Sunday, Jan. 13th at 7 pm; March 1st
is our annual spring show at the Newman center at DU, and Friday, March 7th, we’ll be at
the Littleton United Methodist Church for a
7:30 pm performance. Remember, the SOR
website is the best source of current chorus
information. Make it a habit to visit the site at
least twice a week. That way you won’t be one
of those who says, “What happened, I didn't
know about that!” James Harper (web-guy
extraordinaire) has set up our website with a
PayPal link for ease of purchase.
With Bill Wilton and Wayne Harrison
retiring from the annual Singing Valentine program next February, some replacements are
needed to fill their big shoes. Steve Delyser
has volunteered to step in, but he’ll need help
other than locating the singing quartets. If you
can help, contact Bill or Wayne. Quartet participation forms will be ready this week for
quartets that want to get in on the act.
Secretary Paul Wood welcomed a new
member last week — Adam Kinney, welcome
aboard! He’s a baritone standing near Bege
“Kowalski” Martin. Hopefully that won’t impede his progress. Brad Ayers handed out
some TEAM 1 caps to members also at our
last meeting. Frank Greenwood was honored
for being ticket guy and wife, Gail Greenwood, for her work on make-up. Matt Swann
was honored for his arrangement of “Birthday
Of A King.” “It is these types of contributions
that make Sound of the Rockies a great barbershop harmony organization,” Brad said.
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Don’t forget to buy your King Sooper coupons from Doug Porrey. He reminded us that
the chapter made nearly $6,000 from this venture. Coupons come in $25 denominations;
many guys buy $100 each week – the chapter
gets five per cent. Doug also sent out some gift
cards over the holidays and will give the chapter
some money. Been eatin’ lots of hot soup these
cooler days? Dean “Campbell Soup Label Guy” Stegman
wants you to bring the labels to our chapter meetings and leave
them on the Welcome Wagon. He’ll also accept Prego, Swanson
and Pepperidge Farm products labels. It goes to a good cause –
music programs at area schools. Next Thursday evening, Jan.
24, Kim Hulbert will be taking on the task of setting the risers for
Int’l – placing singers in the best singing and performing position
on the risers.
Items for our silent auctions at our spring shows are being
sought by Paige Faubion, Chapter administrative manager. This
has been a big fund-raiser for the chapter in recent years. Paige
also has raffle tickets to help pay for our Afterglow at International in Nashville. The raffles will be held monthly from now
through May, she said. Tickets are only $5.00 each; the first item
to be offered are digital binoculars. lf you can’t buy a raffle ticket,
consider donating cash to the cause. Help is also needed in selling our chorus’s CDs after the spring shows. It’s a good way to
meet our audience and spread the cheer. If you can volunteer,
see Paige.
We are now one of the most “famous and adored” barbershop choruses in Nebraska, thanks to Bob Hartwig, former
Chapter President. Bob has been the Town Manager in Fremont,
up in the northeast corner of the Cornhusker state for the last
year. He was the “guest DJ” at the local radio station last Friday
for a half hour and played four SOR songs on the air during his
stint. They received many comments during the day, even got
three phone calls during his time on the air.
Bob got in a plug for our chorus and another for his chorus,
the Fremont Pathfinders. He also had to admit on the air that
certain prominent members of our Music Team hailed from the
Cornhusker State – Darin Drown, you listenin’? He said our
Armed Forces Medley was especially well received as Fremont is
a big military town. Bob was previously chief financial officer at
Lafayette and a similar job prior to that at DIA. And he was similarly employed by the City of Central (correct name for that gambling town up west of here). He had an unusual experience last
year when he was the first person down Fremont’s new water
slide at the new water park; he went down in a business suit, not
a bathing suit! E-mail him at rhartwig@fremontne.net.
Did you know our Armed Forces Medley is being used as
elevator music at Wal-Mart? Hmmm. Bob Fox was awarded his
44-year pin last week by Secretary Paul Wood. Wow! Dave Norris got recognized for 30 years; others included Kevin Pape, 18;
Matt Swann, 12; Chad Hoseth, nine, and James Harper, eight.
Congratulations! Headlining quartets at our spring show on
March 1 include Storm Front, Ignition! and NeXus. Show is
named “The Great American Songbook,” featuring tunes written between 1920—1960. A flyer was designed by Randy Johnson and mailed by Doyle Cline; members should send a copy to
every person in his e-mail directory who lives in the greater Denver area — an inexpensive way to advertise our shows. Last
Sundays’ performance at St. James Church was great, according to Music VP George Davidson…great fun and a great audience; everyone really enjoyed it.

Page 23

March/April 2008

Auditions for soloists in the spring
show March 1st will be held at our
Feb. 7th meeting, George Davidson, Music VP, said. There are solos in In The Mood (scat singers),
There Is Nothing Like A Dame and
What’ll I Do? Sign up with George
so he’ll know who to expect. If you
haven’t signed up yet for this year’s
Rocky Mountain District Harmony
College on Feb.8-9, get it done and
you might get a SOR scholarship if
you contact George.

December’s BOTM

Ken Stabler

Jerry Perron was awarded his
renewal papers by Paul Wood, Secretary, for Jerry’s 42 yrs. of barbershopping. Others named were Dan
Donohue, 16; Mark Zenk, 12; and
Mike Shockney and Frank Greenwood, three years each. Congratulations to all. Paul also introduced new member Dustin Thomason. Paddy Marbury got a
“Man of Note” award for bringing him in.
Bob “Kowalski” Young was awarded a CD of the International contest winners at Salt Lake City for correctly identifying
Fred Mason as the “Guess Who?” man a few weeks ago; we
have a new one this week; the winner and identity of the mystery
man will be announced next week by Bob Fox, Membership VP.
If you need make-up for the up-coming spring shows, see Gail
Greenwood. And get your hotel reservations in to Kevin Pape,
Events VP, so he can make plans for International. Oops!
Signing in guests and potential
new members each week is Bob
Fox, Membership VP, who uses
his lap top computer so that he
gets the names and addresses
correct. If you spot a new guy coming in the door, direct him to Bob
so the guy can be welcomed properly.
With only five rehearsals left
before our annual show March 1
(including extra rehearsal on Feb.
23), our singers should be working
diligently on the show tunes, as
well as the contest numbers that will be included in the shows.
Ken Stabler is looking for advertising for the show programs.
Events VP Kevin Pape has been working hard keeping info on
the website and arranging for housing for the Nashville Int’l Convention. The Singing Valentines HOTLINE is up - 303 472-0058,
according to chairman Wayne Harrison. Our annual Christmas
show is Saturday, Dec. 13th.
Congratulations to Chris Richards and his bride on the birth of
their new baby.
______________
Jim Clark is honored as January
Barbershopper of the Month
for the Denver Mile High chapter.
Have you noticed that these guys
are smiling more with Awards
Chairman Paige next to them?
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Denver Mile High Chapter

2008 Silverton Barbershop
Music Festival

Denver, Colorado
soundoftherockies.com
The SOR Connection are looking for recipes from members
to go into their booklet that will be sold to the public as a fundraiser. They are also working on ticket sales for our spring shows
on March 1. If any chapter member has need for a ticket for a
wife or friend, give Gail Greenwood, Membership VP, a call.
Don “Sven” Lotvedt is recuperating in the hospital from
back surgery; get well quick, we’re cheering for yah.
Paige Faubion will raffle off another set of digital binoculars.
The previous set of binoculars was won by Bill Lahti.
NeXus will participate in the 2008 Rocky Mountain Harmony
Sweepstakes event for a cappella groups on Saturday, March 15.
George Davidson is recuperating from knee surgery done
last Thursday, Valentines Day. The Heart Throbs tried to visit
him, but were told that he’d be under the knife between 3 and 5
and the foursome was there around 2:00. They declined to interrupt the event ‘cuz they figgered it wouldn’t be a good idea for the
surgeons to have tears in their eyes from listening to the quartet
just prior to George going under the knife.
There were 130 guys at the recent Harmony College in Estes Park. More guys from our chapter should make plans to attend the event next year as it’s a good time and very beneficial to
all.
Good to see Bill Woodis in a Singing Valentine quartet last
week along with Dick Steeves, bari, and Mike Wakefield, lead,
and editor Jim Jensen on bari. They delivered a dozen SV’s.
Mike Wadsley’s foursome got to sing live on Channel 2 TV
when they were delivering a Valentine and were summarily summoned on camera, and Executive Order delivered!
The Kowalski Twins and The Post It Notes will be singing
for a cancer fund-raiser event Sunday, Feb. 24 from 1:00 to 2:00
p.m. (sponsored, in part, by KEZW-AM) at Apple Creek Restaurant, 10600 E. Iliff Ave. (Havana).
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By Jason Ward, Festival Coordinator
Greetings everyone! I hope all of you had a
wonderful Valentines Day and were well received if you were part of a singing Valentines. The way it’s been snowing this winter, you would think
spring is a year away. However, as we all experience, it’s just
around the corner. I’m sure some of you are preparing for your
choruses annual show and have been learning new songs.
As we look towards the summer activities, I wanted to provide the proposed song list for the 2008 Silverton Barbershop
Music Festival. After some thought and discussion with Darin
Drown, our 2008 Festival director/clinician, it was decided to
keep the music selection to those pieces performed in past festivals with the addition of two new songs. This has worked well in
the past and is a set of songs that works well for a community
program. The 2008 song list is as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sound Celebration #8626
I’m Sitting on Top of the World #8627
Beer Barrel Polka #7348
This Little Light of Mine/Do Lord Medley #8628
Hello Mary Lou #8615
Goodnight Sweetheart #8613
Battle Hymn #7687
Let There Be Peace on Earth #8614
Irish Blessing (Free and Easy Arrangement)
*Aura Lee/Love Me Tender #8607 NEW
*Dream a Little Dream of Me NEW
Arrangement information to be provided shortly

As usual, each chorus/participant is encouraged to look at
these songs and at least become familiar with them before the
event. Most of the songs are Society arrangements and should
have learning CD’s available. It is best if you have the sheet music before you come to the festival, but copies will be available
for a nominal fee. Notebooks to put your music in will be provided and you will not need to memorize the songs. Sheet music
will be used during the performance.
Jason and Bethany Ward
Montrose, Colorado
970-240-1827
SBMF@montrose.net

We received the following from Don Rommel in Pocatello.
Don is not one to toot his own horn, and was reluctant to send
the email, but we’re glad he did. So, tune in and find out how
our Idaho friend did! Hey Don, I need a new pc…..
Hi Steve,
I was a contestant on “Who Wants To Be A Millionaire” and
the show will air on March 31-April 1, 2008 throughout the
U.S.A. in syndication.
Don Rommel
Pocatello, Idaho

Friday July 18th & Saturday July 19th, 2008
Silverton School, Silverton, Colorado
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While looking for some news from the Loveland chapter, I
ran across this on their website. With a little editing, it
works as a look into some creative ticket handling; many
thanks, Dean Farrier. And if you’re in the area that day,
take a camera with you and get a photo of those hula dancers. Now there’s a photo op! Psst, send the photo to me—SJ

Valentine City Chorus Show
Tickets for April 12
By Dean Farrier, dfarrier7@frii.com
Tickets are NOW on sale and available for our spring
shows, on April 12. There will be two shows Saturday, a matinee at 2:30 pm and an evening show at 7:00 pm. All seats are
reserved. Our spouses or significant others will receive a ticket
free for the performance of their choice. Ticket price is $15.00.
The performers for the show includes our Valentine City Chorus, the 35 person Blend Barbershop Chorus, the “Book Em
Dano” Hawaiian band, and a troupe of Hula dancers — for a
huge cast of 75 plus performers. It’s the biggest show we have
ever done. It’s a big bargain for that much talent, performing
an hour and forty five minutes on our stage.
We have set up an easy system for members to purchase
tickets at the Rialto Theatre. You can call the box office at 970
962-2120; hours are 12:30 to 5:30 Tuesday thru Friday and
10:00 to 1:00 pm on Saturday. They’re closed Sunday and
Monday. They will bill your credit card and mail the tickets to
you; or you may pay for them, and they will hold them at
“will call” in their box office. Their box office is at 228 East
Fourth Street in downtown Loveland.
To receive your free ticket you may tell the box office
persons you are to receive one free ticket, as you order tickets
for your family or friends. That would allow your spouse and
others to set with family or friends; OR you may notify Dean
Farrier that you need a ticket for spouse, etc...and he will provide a block of free tickets for that purpose. Either way, your
spouse receives one free ticket to the performance of their
choice.
“Yesterday I went to the Rialto Theatre and chose two
rows in the center (row 6 and row 7) for the matinee and one
row (row 6) for the evening for a total of 36 seats, and paid for
them with my credit card. I brought the tickets home with me
and will sell them to friends as great seats guaranteed for
them.
I did the same last year at Griffin Hall, then wrote letters
to people at my church and offered them great seats, and that I
would deliver the tickets to them and they would pay me for the
tickets. I sold 37 tickets that way and they were happy for the
opportunity. It was easy to do. Just find your church directory,
it will have the addresses, and mail the letters. Easy deal that
way.
Dean Farrier
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Westminster Chorus “Fantasy Quartet Show”
www.WestminsterChorus.org
Now just one month away, the Westminster Chorus Fantasy
Quartet Show will be held March 30th at 3:00 pm at Whittier
High School! Come see and hear this once in a lifetime performance by the four favorite quartet champs, as chosen by all
fans of barbershop! Sharing the stage with this rare combination of voices, comprising the fantastic four is Tenor Tim
Waurick, Lead Joe Connelly, Baritone Tony DeRosa, and
Bass Jeff Oxley. Show will also feature the Westminster Chorus' very own 2007 International Silver Medalist quartet, OC
Times, and 2007 Collegiate Silver Medalists, The Crush.

We Get E-Mail
Here’s a chance to see the man behind
one of our District’s movers and shakers,
Dr. CV “Pete” Peterson aka Durango Pete
Hi Steve,
I expect to be in Longmont at the
Spring Prelims. Maybe we can formally
"meet" there. FYI, I've been a barbershopper for 40 years. I'm the only charter
member of the Durango chapter who is
still active. I attended the second organizational meeting of
the Durango Barbershoppers in October of 1968.
Long before I sang barbershop I did all sorts of other
performing, beginning when I was 4 years old, in church and
Sunday School, as well as public school. In the late 40's and
early 50's I sang in a couple of gospel quartets and did some
arranging for them. Then came the Army, marriage, graduate
school and beginning of my career in the 50's and 60's.
Thanks to the GI Bill and fellowships, I got a Ph.D. and eventually wound up here in Durango at Fort Lewis College,
where I taught for 30 years and was known as Dr. Pete by
students, faculty, and friends alike. So there was a hiatus of
about 18 years when I sang occasionally in the church choir
but that was about all. I have sung in musical theater, chorales, opera workshops, every combination of solo, duet, trio,
quartet, quintet, etc.
I directed the Durango barbershop chorus for nearly 25
years and chaired I don't know how many shows--maybe 15
or 20? Of course, I founded and have run the Silverton Barbershop Music Festival for 19 of its 21 years. I'm the godfather of barbershopping here in Durango, trying to ease off a
bit, but it's hard to find people to take over. I sang for more
than 20 years in a quartet called the Durango OldFashioned Music and Screen Door Company, and now
sing in First Class Delivery, which is a better quartet though
maybe not as entertaining as the DOFMASDCo. Maxine, my
spouse, is one of those quintessential long-suffering barbershop wives who supports me and knows all the baritone
parts to all the songs.
Yours, Pete
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New BOTY Jim Hopper exudes pride after being
named Barbershopper of the Year at the
annual chili supper and auction
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To the wives at the chili supper, some thanks for all
they do: “Let me call you sweetheart.”

Longmont, Colorado high notes, Gil Norris, editor, ghn@infionline.net
Jim Hopper was all smiles when he
was called forward to receive well deserved recognition after being selected
Barbershopper of the Year by his fellow
members. Jim’s biggest contribution,
among many, was a successful recruiting
program which brought in 14 new members during 2007, said Dave Waddell,
BOTY for the preceding year and emcee
for the evening. Jim thanked the members of his very active membership team
and the ladies who made refreshments
for the guest nights. Dave, acting as chorus manager, presented certificates of
appreciation to Ben Long for his show
leadership, to Gene Melick for his coordination of the Bonus Bux program, to
Bruce Lunstrum for his work as Secretary and Music Librarian, to Paul West for
being Webmaster and Singing Valentines
chairman, to Bob Reed for being Treasurer and being registrar of most of our
events, to Gil Norris for putting out the
chapter’s monthly bulletin and to Donna
Bustamante for leading the ladies auxiliary, which has played a major role in
chapter events throughout the years.
There were 15 different men nominated
as BOTY and 29 ballots cast, said
Waddell.
Greetings from Bill Sachs in sunny
California where he is vacationing; he
wrote a good article on his travels and
comments that he won a $1,000 jackpot
playing the nickel slots in Reno. January
5, 2008 — It’s the first social event for the

Longmont barbershoppers. It’s time once
again to see who can make the best chili
to serve to the assembled families (Ben
Long’s was voted first and Steve Zimmerman’s was second, but all were decidedly good.) If you didn’t bring chili, you
brought a salad or dessert. After a lot of
eating and singing and checking out a
huge table full of gaily wrapped auction
items, we counted our Barbershop Bux
and got ready for the hilarity of the auction. Auctioneer of the evening was Longmont’s fast talking Shawn Miller, who,
though not a barbershopper, says he’s
been to at least eight of our auctions and
says he likes them best of all because he
makes so much money. The low bid all
night was $29,000.00 and several items
went for more than $500,000.00. Shawn’s
son Taylor (he’s been coming since he
was about eight) was back as his assistant.

High Notes Editor Gil Norris
Says Thank You!
We had our third year of being an allelectronic bulletin in 2007. That saved us
all the copying, stamping, mailing, etc.
that Harry Hoffman used to do. We published every month in 2007, though some
months could have been larger. Eighteen
of our members and wives contributed an
article (some wrote a whole lot more), so
that we had a lively, varied cross section
of personalities represented. We filled
1,334 column - inches with entertaining

stories and photos in those twelve issues,
compared with 1,128 the previous year.
That’s 111 column-feet, better than a third
of a football field! These were our writers
for 2007: Terry Behne, Donna Bustamante, JR Homan, Jim Hopper, Jack
Jensen, Ben Long, Luke Lorenz, Bruce
Lunstrum, Gene Melick, Gil Norris, Kay
Sachs, Bill Sachs, Jim Schoemer,
Gerry Swank, Tim Topczewski, Dave
Waddell, Paul West and Don Wilson.
It’s fun to see your point of view represented in print and read around the district by some pretty darn influential barbershoppers. It’s easy, too. Just e-mail it
to the editor and that’s it. We hope to see
lots of new writers in 2008 and lots more
news from the old guys. Since many barbershop wives became active in the
chapter’s finances in 2007, maybe we’ll
get to hear from them directly in these
columns.
It was noted that, of the eleven newest members, all but two came from
friends asking friends to visit. We need to
keep doing that as well as look for members in adjacent towns and areas. Board
decided to have the music committee
reevaluate our Christmas programs and
activities. We need to have more performances. Jim Schoemer volunteered to
look into buying King Soopers coupons to
sell to members as a money making project. Our mission: "We provide each
member with enjoyable experiences
through continuous improvement in
our singing, performing, and entertaining in the barbershop style."
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April 25-27 is the RMD Spring Convention (our chapter is the host). May17
is the annual show.

An evening with our sweethearts
By David Waddell
Eighteen Longmont barbershoppers
and their wives attended a Sweetheart
Dinner at the Jesters Dinner Theater on
Sunday, February 17 and enjoyed “Guys
and Dolls.” During the intermission when
desserts were being served, they were
invited to go on stage and sing for their
spouses and the other patrons attending
the show. The theater owner’s name just
happened to be Mary Lou, so of course
they included Hello, Mary Lou and also
did Let Me Call You Sweetheart and Let’s
Get Away From It All.
The seating area was rather small and
cramped in the theater, but I believe we
all enjoyed the show and, of course, it
was an great opportunity to show our
gratitude to the ladies for their supporting
us in our singing. We can’t do that too
much! David Leeds, the actor playing
the part of Sky Masterson, was one of the
men who came to a series of meetings as
a result of the chapter’s membership
campaign back in 1996. I believe we had
about 15 men show up then, including
bass Luke Lorenz, now a veteran barbershopper! Anyway, I always invite David,
a great bass, to our open houses and he
plans to come back sometime.
Member Bill Sachs suffered a broken
shoulder while on vacation in Florida
He’s seen an orthopedist, been fitted with
an “immobilizer,” and faces about eight
weeks of recovery. While in Florida, they
had lunch with Jerry and Marcia Brumm,
and spent a few hours at their lovely
home in Stuart. Jerry, Bill and Bill’s
brother, Bernie (a barbershopper from
Texas), and wife Kay on tenor sang for
the marina’s captains and crews and were
well accepted — the pelicans seemed to
like it, too. They are now in California
and plan to stay there until March, and
then will head home.
No Vacancy again exercised their
vocal chords and sang a few songs for a
group of retired federal employees in
Greeley on February 1st.

Page 27

March/April 2008

Milestone Chapters

Rocky Mountain

Happy Anniversary!
10 YEARS
Cache Valley S-083
Bridgerland Barbershop Chorus

Sept. 23, 1998

10 YEARS
Bernalillo County S-020
Duke City Chorus

Sept. 14, 1998

15 YEARS
Los Alamos Area S-017
Lads of Enchantment

Oct.1, 1993

25 YEARS
Loveland S-006
Valentine City Chorus

This may be a first — Ivan Jensen
served the Rocky Mountain District
as President in 19931993-94 while a
member of the Pikes Peak chapter in
Colorado Springs. When he retired,
Ivan moved to Tucson, Arizona.
He is slated to assume the leadership
of the Far Western District in 2009.
Can anyone else make the claim of
serving as District President in

TWO DIFFERENT DISTRICTS?

IT’S ONLY WORDS, AND
WORDS ARE ALL I HAVE
TO STEAL YOUR HEART AWAY!
Have you ever sung this tag? It’s short,
sweet, to the point, and very appropriate
for an editor. Words to live by?

Sept. 7, 1983

25 YEARS
Northern Black Hills S-007
Northern Black Hills Chorus

April 19, 1983

40 YEARS
Casper S-079
Oil City Slickers

Dec. 31, 1968

40 YEARS
Burley S-016
Snake River Flats

Sept. 16, 1968

40 YEARS
Grand Junction S-014
Bookcliff Chorus

June 4,1968

60 YEARS
Longmont S-004
Longs Peak Chorus
April 20, 1948

Attention
Show Chairmen
One of the easier ways to advertise your show is to make
sure that it’s posted on the Society webpage under “Shows.”
This will let us know who your
headliner quartet is (to build the
District calendar to help promote your show) and other
show information.

Please consider buying a half or full page
ad in this magazine to
advertise your show.
This magazine is sent Society–
wide to all 16 Districts AND to
the Sweet Adelines. Advertising
rates are listed on page 2.
Please be aware of the posted
deadlines; printing and mailing
of the Jan/Feb and July/August
issues of the Vocal Expressions
takes three to four weeks.
Thanks!

RMD
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Why Membership?
Written by Joseph Hopkin, Membership VP, Rexburg, ID Chapter
The Society for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barbershop Quartet Singing in America,
or SPEBSQSA, has as its motto, "Keep the Whole World Singing." In recent years, however, we have seen a
decline in the Society's membership. Although we could think of many reasons for this decline in numbers,
one reason could be that we don't understand the purpose of the Society. We don't understand its goals. We
don't understand how the Society is achieving these goals. In our frustration, we stop coming to chorus practices. Months pass. As the year comes to an end, and the time comes to renew our yearly dues, some find
themselves asking if it is worth renewing membership in the Society. What is the value of being a member of
SPEBSQSA, anyway? Among the many reasons for being a barbershopper, three reasons stand out:
Barbershopping is Uplifting
First and foremost, we need to examine our motives for joining the Society. Chances are that the primary reason for joining
the society is that we love the sound of quality barbershop singing. We love to hear it. We love to watch it being performed. We
love watching the top quartets as they tour throughout the society. The thrill of seeing an international quartet is indescribable.
They lock each chord with immense preciseness. They modulate
with exactness. They sustain impossible chords, holding notes
five seconds longer than we expect to be humanly possible.
We hear these quartets, and try to be like them. We hear 200man choruses produce incredible sound. The sound sends chills
through our bodies. We work towards that sound in our own choruses. Although we lack much, we still feel it a thrill to sing in the
barbershop style. The four part harmony produces a sound far
better than any sound produced by one solo voice. We join the
society in order to be a part of such a sound.
The Society provides a fellowship of men who share common
interests. When we become members, we enter a force approximately 31,000 men strong (Ricks). Although our backgrounds
and personalities may be diverse, we each share a love for singing in the barbershop style. Singing bonds us all together.
Whether in a quartet, with four members, or in a chapter of 200
members, those in the ensemble reach their objectives together.
Those involved learn to trust one another. They depend on each
other to fulfill their part.
The Society provides improvement through competitions
Why does every chorus meet? What would ever attract 100
men to one place every week for two or three hours? I challenge
anyone to try uniting such a force. Try doing it without food. Try
doing it without one female present. Every one of them has to be
male. It is an unusual occurrence. What is the drive of these barbershop choruses? They know that they have little time to perfect
their competition songs. There is always a district convention
approaching, and the competition drives choruses, as well as
quartets, to come, to learn, and to improve.
On another scale, the district conventions provide a screening
process for the higher, international competition. The Society
provides a way to discover top quartets and choruses. The International convention joins all of the best barbershoppers together
for one week of intense competition and top quality singing. How
would this happen without the Society? Furthermore, the Society
gives us access to watch these conventions online on the Society
web page.

From the Desk of Phil Ricks
I thought you might be interested in this article as it relates to
membership and the values that membership gives. This was
written several years ago by our (Rexburg) Membership VP as a
paper for a college class. I think it speaks to many of the concerns that some of our members have about what the District
and Society provides for their members.

Here’s a great paper written, as you will notice when you
read it, a few years ago. Even though a bit dated, it makes
a great statement about the value of our hobby.

Mike Deputy
The Annual Fees Come Right Back to US
SPEBSQSA uses the money we pay to benefit the Society
and its members. As we become more aware of the administration and management of the money we are paying, we become
more willing to pay it, and we promote it more fully among our
friends. The annual dues to the Society for an adult (23-70 years
old) are $82.00 (Pranaitis, “Dues” 1). To the district, an adult
pays anywhere from $12-35 (Lynch).
At the chorus, or chapter, level, each chapter decides for itself
the amount that each member should pay, according to the chapter's needs. Many chapters do not have annual dues. If the chapter does have annual dues, these dues are never much, and are
only charged at the consent of the chapter members themselves
(Pranaitis, telephone). It's safe to say, therefore, that in order to
be a member of the Society one would not be spending over
$130 on annual dues.
The Society receives its budget from three sources: the International Convention, Harmony Marketplace sales, and membership dues. The largest source of the budget, however, comes
from our dues (Bonney, telephone). From the $82 of each membership renewal (Pranaitis, telephone), and from the other
sources mentioned above, the Society ultimately runs about a $6
million budget yearly (Bonney, "Concerning" 1).
Of this money, about $1,469,242 is spent on salaries for the
staff members (Santarelli). The Society has 32 employees. The
math, then, shows that the average salary of a staff member is
about $45,914 per year. Some have wondered if the men that
direct the affairs of the society make more than they should. They
do not.

RMD
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The majority of the money — the other
76% of this 6 million dollar budget is returned directly to us. The international
conventions and winter conventions held
by the Society are paid for by the Society's budget. This is where we discover
the top quartets and choruses in America.
We pay for the building space. We pay for
the judges in these conventions. These
judges, who are well trained by the staff,
are reimbursed only according to traveling
costs, food, and board. They are not paid
for the time or skills they may have. Even
with these circumstances, however, it can
"cost in the neighborhood of $5,000 for
travel and lodging" (Bonney, "Concerning"
2) per convention. Without dues from the
members, we would not have an international competition. We pay for this process; and primarily, we are the beneficiaries of it.

Those who go as a quartet find that
they improve significantly, because they
are immediately applying the new techniques and methods as an ensemble, as
well as individually. Those who go to Harmony College also receive three all-youcan-eat meals per day, and free lodging.
This program costs each individual about
$450. We can induce from this that the
expenses of going to Harmony College
hardly covers what is needed for food and
board. The training is nearly given for
free. This program is made possible with
the help of our membership dues
(Bonney, telephone). Those seeking progression and improvement in barbershop
harmony would benefit greatly, insofar as
he is willing to get involved with the training and programs that the Society offers.
The resources are available for all those
who wish to improve.

The Society also spends a large bulk
on training. The Society officers give their
very best efforts to see that each leader in
each District is well-trained. They have
training meetings. We pay for the reimbursements of those leaders who travel to
the training meetings. These leaders,
however, do not get paid for their efforts;
they only get reimbursed for their expenses.

Each district manages its own budget.
As stated above, these prices range from
$12-35 (Lynch). Of the district budget,
100% of the money is returned to us. No
one at the district level receives salary or
wages. Just as at the international level
each district needs to be taught, at the
district level each chapter needs to be
taught as well. Twice a year, chapter officers gather to have what is called a
Chapter Operation Training Seminar, or
COTS. Each district pays for this out of
the district budget. The district dues also
help pay for those quartets and/or choruses that qualify to go to the International
Convention (Santarelli). It makes sense
that we should do this. We are helping
our international district representatives.

"When you bring in 200 district officers
from all over the country, this adds up to a
lot of bucks-but if you don't do this you
have lousy leaders and the organization
goes to pot. You have to train your leaders if you want to have a good organization" (Pranaitis, "Concerning").
If a body does not receive nourishment, it dies. This is why the Society goes
to such extremes to see that its officers
know how to direct the affairs of each
individual district. These officers, in turn,
provide education for each individual chorus. We will discuss this, however, when
we deal with the management of the district dues.
The Society uses a certain amount of
the funds to support a program they call
Harmony College. This is one of the
best-kept secrets in the Society. A member can go to Harmony College either by
himself, or in a quartet. For one week,
staff members educate and train him in
classes and workshops. He has opportunities to sing with quartets from the AICthe Association of International Champions (those that have won Internationals in
the past years).

Another benefit can be found in what
is called New Chapter Development. The
Society encourages new chapters to
form. One way to encourage this is to
help these new chapters pay for expenses such as music, rent (for a place to
meet and practice), and even costumes.
They do this through the district dues.
Districts also provide special training for
these new choruses (Santarelli). Aside
from helping the development of new
choruses, districts also look for ways to
help older choruses that seem to be in a
rut (Santarelli).
Choruses often seek improvement,
yet can't find solutions from members
within the chapter. SPEBSQSA sends
one of its staff members to such a chapter. He gives suggestions and makes any
changes he sees necessary. The travel
and consumption costs he spends are
reimbursed through the district dues. This
is a key feature of the Society. In fact, this
element is key to helping SPEBSQSA
reach its objective of "(enriching] lives
through singing" (Hopkins 4). We only

enrich lives if the quality of singing is
good. This leg of the district ensures that
the quality of each district is high and
improving.
Compared to Other Hobbies
Barbershop Singing is Inexpensive
Those considering the costs of membership in the Society should realize that,
compared to other hobbies, barbershop
singing is quite inexpensive. In examining
other hobbies, with their comparative
prices, we need to consider the total costs
possible in barbershopping. If we were to
go to both of the conventions per year
(which most barbershoppers don't do), we
could be looking at a yearly price of approximately $190. The full package for the
week-long international convention is
currently selling at $115 (Gilliver). That
would raise the maximum price tag for
barbershopping to $305. Many comparable hobbies come to mind, such as horseback riding, waterskiing, fly fishing, bowling, golfing, skiing, camping, hiking, rock
climbing, skydiving, gambling, drinking,
animal husbandry, learning a musical
instrument, and traveling. The list could
continue. It could be beneficial to examine
the yearly price ranges of a few of these
hobbies.
Let's look at golf. What if once a week
a man decides to take two or three hours
for a nice, relaxing game of golf? The
price for one round of 18 holes costs anywhere from $15 to $200, depending on
the resort. Very rarely does it cost less
than $15. Taking this low end of the spectrum, then, and multiplying $15 by 52
weeks, we come up with a total of $780
annually spent on the actual practice of
golfing alone. This does not include the
price of new golf clubs, with an accompanying golfing bag, and the hundreds of
golf balls and golf tees bought every year.
A serious golfer also buys golfing shoes,
a golfing glove, and nicer, pricier clubs.
He will probably go to the resorts that cost
much more than $15 whenever the opportunity presents itself.
Golfing can easily cost over $1,000
per year. Do men do this? They do it very
easily, and they love it. They consider the
hobby well-worth the money. What if a
person does not have a knack for golf? Is
he likely to receive help from the resort on
his form? Of course he won't, without
paying extra for golf lessons. He will still
go, because it feels good to golf, but he
may experience very slow progress.
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Skiing is another hobby that working
men enjoy. If a person looks online to buy
skis, he would find a very generous price
for a pair of new skis to be roughly $500;
good boots cost about $350, and poles
can cost up to $69. Typical ski tickets cost
about $40. Nicer resorts, however, are
upwards of $80. Anything less than $30
usually indicates poor skiing, due to resort
size or poor snow quality. A popular ski
resort in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, is currently selling its seasonal ski pass at
$1,595.00. This allows 121 days of skiing
within the ski season. Its normal, full-day
lift ticket is selling for $49 (Jackson).
How much more does the hobby of
skiing cost than the hobby of barbershopping? Now, is a skier very likely to receive
help with form or technique without paying a significant sum on ski lessons? Of
course he isn't. This is a cost separate
from joining any ski club, or buying any
discount rate.
A milder hobby, bowling, has a budget
which runs closer to barbershop. There is
a bowling alley close to my house that
charges $2.50 per game. Supposing a
person bowls two games on every Thursday night of the year in a bowling club, he
will be spending over $250 per year. As
he improves, he will want to buy bowling
gear. A bowling ball costs anywhere from
$60 to $160, and a good pair of bowling
shoes cost $45.99 at the online bowling.com superstore (Bowling.com). Two
games per week would keep the hobby
relatively cheap, but bowlers often play
more than this.
What about traveling? Many men with
families take to traveling. They buy campers, and visit sites all over the country
with their wives and/or children. Let’s examine the prices for this hobby. The price
for Winnebago Minnie (one of the smaller
models) is sold around $59,105
(Winnebago). With this price, a man could
register himself as a member of the barbershop society 200 times over. Need we
investigate the price of gas, refurbishments, or repair?
On the side of this, I also sing barbershop with my father and brother. Barbershopping is a wonderful way to bond with
family members. Camping and hiking
provide many thrills. They can also become quite costly for the man who takes it
on as a hobby. REI, one of the top sellers
of camping equipment is currently selling
tents for $575, sleeping bags for $199,
and adjustable backpacks that cost up to
$750 (REI). What about jackets, boots,
mountain gear, or the cost of permits in
order to hike on certain trails?
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This is one of the cheaper hobbies.
We do not, however, take into account
the risk of injury one takes with outdoor
activities. On that note, what about skydiving? The current rate in Las Vegas if a
person wants to skydive from 13,000 feet
is $249 (SkydiveLasVegas.com). This
person will probably not go more than
once per year. The whole experience is
less than an hour long We have to admit,
though, that skydiving is one of the only
hobbies that provides a bigger rush than
four-part harmony.

However, when we look at the prices
of barbershopping in stride with the prices
of some other hobbies on which we are
willing to spend money, we notice that the
prices of the Society are quite reasonable. From these dues, we receive many
benefits. We receive training and education to help us improve. We receive free
sheet music for every song the chorus
decides to sing. We receive discount
rates on music we purchase for our personal use. We invest little to receive
much.

Let's compare barbershop with another hobby involving music. I play the
trombone. That trombone sold for over
$1,000. The price of a violin is anywhere
from $200 to $5,000. The most expensive
violin I could find online is selling for
$4,890 (Southwest). Trumpets settle at
about $1,000. Now, how is a person going to learn to play a musical instrument?
He will need private lessons. The going
rate for music lessons is anywhere from
$10-30 per hour. Thus, if a person invests
an hour per week in music lessons, by the
end of the year he's spent anywhere from
$500 to $1500. Although this is a very
noble hobby, it is not a cheap one.

These three points hopefully add insight into the benefits of being a barbershopper. Those who understand these
concepts should seek to teach them to
the members who are drifting from the
Society. To those who are wondering if
there is value in becoming a member, we
invite you to investigate these issues.
Those at the Society headquarters are
very willing to answer any doubt and/or
questions that any member may have.
We need to remember these three points
when we ask ourselves the value of membership in SPEBSQSA. Let's not lose
sight of the motto of the Society, and the
song that we sing at the close of every
chorus rehearsal, "Keep the Whole World
Singing." Let's grow and flourish together.

We cannot analyze every aspect of
every hobby. These figures deal primarily
with the monetary costs of hobbies that
men enjoy. Obviously, some provide
benefits that others do not.

IT’S GREAT TO BE A

BARBERSHOPPER
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the making of...

the Rocky Mountain District
By AI Potts, 2858 E. Peakview Cir.,
Littleton, Colo. 80121
(Photos by Pete Hyland)
Back in 1946, when the Denver, Pikes Peak, Colo. and
Laramie, Wyo. Chapters were chartering, little thought was
given to a Rocky Mountain District. Even when the Longmont,
Boulder, Colo. and Cheyenne, Wyo. Chapters joined the fold in
the foothills of the Rockies, there was still no thought of a Rocky
Mountain District. This was in the late 40s and early 50s, when
barbershopping was just starting to become district-oriented.
Then Fort Collins, Colo. became the seventh chapter of what
had become known as the Rocky Mountain Division of the Central States District.
It was the late Daryl Stafford, division vice president and
member of the Denver Chapter, who first envisioned twenty or
more chapters in the mountain area thriving and working together as a single unit in the form of their own district. He became doubly excited about the idea as he reviewed travel expenses to convention sites such as St. Louis, Davenport or even
Kansas City. Distance and isolation made it somewhat difficult
for chapters to participate in the fine overall program which the
Central States District offered its members.
With this in mind, he and several members of the division
and the Denver Chapter started barnstorming up and down the
slopes of the Rockies. Between 1968 and 1970 Casper, Wyo;
Mt. Rushmore, S. Dak.; and Grand Junction, Pueblo, Greeley
and Durango, Colo. chartered to boost the Rocky Mountain Division chapters to a total of thirteen.
Early in 1969 fate dealt the dreams of a new district a tragic
blow. Daryl, Area Counselor Larry Detwiler and the Denverbased Hi-landers quartet were flying to a license show in Durango when a tragic plane crash occurred. There were no survivors and the plans for a new district were temporarily stymied.

Principals in the Aug. 25-28 meeting in Denver, Colo. during which
the new district was created were (seated, from left): Soc. Field
Rep. Tom Cogan, Gay Weidenhaft, Int'l Pres. Sam Aramian, Soc.
Comm. Ass't Bill FitzGerald; (standing, from left) "Lindy" Levitt,
Earl Robinson, AI Potts, Ralph Ashby and Jack Smith.

In 1971 McCook, Nebr. and Sterling, Colo. chartered while
Fort Collins and Greeley merged. From 1975 through 1977
Scottsbluff, Montrose, Buffalo and North Platte, Nebr., along with
a second chapter in Denver (D. Mountainaires), chartered to give
the Rocky Mountain Division seventeen chapters. The time indeed appeared ripe for the realization of a ten-year-old dream.
In July,1977, the international board agreed to add a few
chapters from the Southwestern (Albuquerque, N.Mex.), Far
Western (Salt Lake City and Utah Valley, Utah) and Evergreen
District (Billings, Mont., Pocatello, Idaho Falls and Burley, Ida.) to
those previously mentioned to form the Rocky Mountain District.
The new district would now comprise 26 chapters and almost
eleven hundred members.
On August 25-28, 1977, a group of very excited Barbershoppers met at the Ranch Manor Motor Inn in Denver, Colo. for the
formation of the Society's 16th and newest district. The meeting
was the culmination of much, much "spadework" done recently
by Lynden D. Levitt of Rapid City, S. Dakota. He truly did the
lion's snare of the planning, correspondence, calling and groundwork for "our" new adventure into Rocky Mountain barbershopping.
There were approximately 80 Barbershoppers in attendance
over the four-day period, most of whom attended one or more of
the many meetings held during the weekend. Our International
Office in Kenosha was represented by Administrative Field Rep.
Tom Cogan and Communications Ass't Bill FitzGerald. One of
the bright spots of the weekend was the surprise, and muchappreciated, appearance of our International President, Sam
Aramian. His presence and valued input were a great incentive to
those who were trying to get our new district started on the right
foot.

Lifted from the Nov/Dec 1977 Harmonizer, Leo Fobart, editor

Nineteen of the new district's 26 potential chapters were
represented. A spirit of complete cooperation, positiveness and
aggressiveness was readily apparent. It was beautiful! A steering
committee was organized comprised of "Lindy" Levitt, Ralph
Ashby (Salt Lake City, Utah), Jack Smith (Albuquerque, N.
Mex.) and Gay Weidenhaft and AI Potts (Denver) - plus Cogan
and FitzGerald. A nominating committee was appointed consisting of Chairman Gay Weidenhaft, Dick Walker (Rapid City, S.
Dak.) and Doug Johnson (Salt Lake City). They did much of the
pre-planning work for the first meeting of the new district held in
Colorado Springs, Colo. on October 14-15 in conjunction with
their first convention and contests.
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Competitors
Names are in descending order — Tenor, Lead, Bari, Bass
MIXED QUARTET 1069.5

Marshmelons
Lakewood High
Renee Bedard
Corey Garretson
Michael Russel
Zachary Barnes
BOYS 1ST PLACE 1032.5

412 Blast
Overland High/Cherokee Trail High
Jonathan Ruffin
Blake Nawa'a
Justin Kerr
Jeremy Allison

MARSHMELONS

BOYS 2ND PLACE 981.0

Full Range
Mountain Vista High/Littleton High
Taylor Flowers
Matthew Seivert
Dominic Shayler
Kreg Flowers
BOYS 3RD PLACE 878.0

Dante's Crescendo
Lakewood High
Brett Conrad
Luke Ewing
Patrick Hussey
Matt Fulton
BOYS QUARTET 814.0

VERSATILE — 2007 WINNERS

Cutting Edge
Pomona High/Denver School for the Arts
Mick Humrich
Caleb Boyd
Robert Schemel
Jon Sheldon
GIRLS 1ST PLACE 994.5

An A-choir-ed Taste
Lakewood High
Bailey Heinz
Sosi Papazian
Kate McKinney
Avalon Jacka
GIRLS 2ND PLACE 597.5

Panic! At The Barbershop
Gilpin County High
Lacy Franks
Paige Johnson
Brandi Siegrist
Abby Flowers

Spin Off
SKYLINE SWEET ADELINES

Paige Faubion, T, Pat Faler, L
Cindy Munnell, Br, Amy Munnell, Bs
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FULL RANGE

412 BLAST

AN A-CHOIR-ED TASTE

DANTE

PANIC! AT THE BARBERSHOP

EDGE

RMD

Vocal Expressions

All About Y.I.H. Sponsorships
The contest is sponsored by Region 8 Sweet Adelines (girls)
and the two Denver (MountainAires and Mile High) chapters
(boys) and, of course, mixed quartets are "co-sponsored." Sponsorship means that we pay for the awards and scholarships
to Summer Harmony Camp. There are additional "sponsorship
opportunities" like going out to the schools to PROMOTE the
contest (and the Camp) and providing music and coaching to
student quartets.
I'm proud to say that the Denver MountainAires do almost
all of this locally. Bunny Klinger (High Country SA, wife of MountainAire Al Klinger) has been the most consistent contributor
from the Sweet Adelines (at Summer Harmony Camp, at the
High School Quartet Clinic, at the Contest, even at one of the
school visits). Last year Bonus Track was at the Quartet Clinic.
We're grateful to Spin Off for judging the contest this year, and
they seem to be enthusiastic about future opportunities to contribute).
We're grateful for every "sponsor" level of contribution, but
we need more VISIBILITY in the schools (which means classroom visits during school hours, and coaching quartets sometimes during school hours, sometimes after school). These just
require sufficient personal commitment (which is fueled by a passion for encouraging young singers).
Every year there are more girls who register for Summer
Harmony Camp, which is no surprise since virtually every high
school choir is composed of 75% or more girls. However, every
year the boys quartets outnumber the girls. This is largely because it is men's quartets that visit the schools, and while the
girls enjoy being entertained, they are less inspired than the boys
to actually DO what we're doing.
We'd love to have some Sweet Adeline quartets "on the
team." We did orchestrate a "blitz" in January prior to the Quartet
Clinic and Quartet Contest...and depending on the sign-up for the
Youth Camp (starting in March) we may orchestrate a second
round to promote the camp.
It would be VERY HELPFUL to have all quartets visiting
schools carrying the same "message." We even have a DVD
they can show about Summer Harmony Camp. They should also
know the "basic facts" (web address, dates of events, costs,
scholarships, etc.). We can even set up visits (we already have
trusted relationships with teachers in various schools who are
strongly supportive of our mission. There is still an open field in
numerous other schools that we haven't reached yet. We welcome individuals who would like to represent different chapters
on our Youth In Harmony Committee, and we welcome quartets
or directors or anyone who would like to "put the rubber to the
road."
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Youth In Harmony

High School Quartet Contest Successful!
By Tony Pranaitis
Our 10th annual High School Quartet Contest was Monday Feb 18, which attracted seven quartets from eight high
schools. Three quartets were from Lakewood High (where Lois
Petersen, formerly of Westminster High, is teaching for just one
year). Three quartets each had members from two different
schools, all in the boys division. Only one of the four quartets in
the boys division had all four members from the same school
(Lakewood, third place). Interestingly, Lakewood also had two
more active quartets which weren’t quite ready to step on the
contest stage.
First place boys were from Overland High and Cherokee
Trail High. First place girls were from Lakewood High. But
overall, the highest scoring quartet was a mixed quartet from
Lakewood High (three guys, girl on tenor). Not only were they
busy rehearsing as a quartet, but three of them (lead, bass, and
tenor) were heavily involved in their school musical “Crazy For
You” which opened 48 hours after the quartet contest. The lead
in the quartet was also the “lead” in the musical, and the bass
and tenor had strong supportive roles, all of them singing and tap
dancing (as well as two from the girls first place quartet and one
from the boys third place quartet).
We have a very specific "agenda" which has support of the
SCHOOL MUSIC PROGRAMS as it's #1 priority. We want kids to
experience barbershop harmony, learn all they can, and grow to
love it. We tell them about our chapters — I mentioned Colorado
Spirit!, High Country, Skyline, Timberliners, Sound of the
Rockies, and the MountainAires at the contest, and invite the
students (and their parents) to sing with us whenever it would fit
in their lives. We welcome students into our chapters who want to
sing during their school career, but NEVER want to appear to be
competing or conflicting with their school music programs (first
priority).
The schools will readily support our partnership when they
are CONFIDENT that we are supporting THEM FIRST. We want
"the world" to see all of us (barbershoppers and Sweet Adelines)
as "one big happy family." We encourage them to learn to love
music and enjoy it every way possible. We tell them why we enjoy ours, about the unique performance opportunities and social
opportunities that our fraternal organizations provide, and give
them whatever tools and assistance that will help them experience it. "Sponsorship" goes far beyond the necessary dollars that
provides these opportunities for youth. I hope it may inspire some
deeper levels of commitment, thanks.

The teacher at Overland is Marty Jacob. The teacher at Cherokee Trail is Ryan Jacob, Marty’s son!
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I had the pleasure of enjoying their opening night performance. I know that Matt
Seivert was similarly involved in his school musical, and I suspect there were others.
These students are VERY busy, but they LOVE barbershop and singing in quartets,
enough to make extra time in their busy schedules. The Denver MountainAires who
made time in their schedules to COME to the contest were: Ted Cluett, Paul Dover,
Gale Erlewine, Jerry Hooper, Al Klinger, Tony Pranaitis, and Tom Whitfield.
Perhaps others among us would consider supporting these young people who are
courageously taking a shot at OUR art form, with a lot of time and effort preceding
their contest set. We tell them about this big nation-wide fraternity of barbershoppers
which would welcome them as members (BHS and Sweet Adelines) and I’m sure
many of them must be wondering “where ARE they?...I’m here singing THEIR music.”
Various Denver MountainAires in attendance contributed to the success of the
event, but of special note, each quartet walked out of Hamilton Recital Hall with a
DVD of their performance, thanks to Al Klinger (and his wife, Bunny) who got this
process “down to a science” at the International Convention “Sing With The Champs.”
With the DVD and the judges notes (Spin Off quartet from Skyline chapter) they have
a learning tool and something they can potentially attach to their college applications.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN BLEND
Tom Whitfield, Br, Jerry Hooper, Bs
Paul Dover, L, Ted Cluett, T

D. MountainAires/D. Mile High

TOM WHITFIELD

JERRY HOOPER

TONY PRANAITIS

Denver MountainAires

Warming Up The Room!

Denver MountainAires
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Montrose, Colorado
Canyon Chords, Bill Sutton, editor, williesut@aol.com
www.blackcanyonchorus.org
Food was fine as food at potlucks always are, but the attendance was paltry, lots of missing people; some were ailing, and
some were just MIA at the potluck/installation banquet . This
year Dr. Bobby outdid himself by purchasing a very expensive
and absolutely yummy box of delicacies from some hifalutin'
bakery. They were right up there with the incredible dessert stuff
brought by Sally Wilkinson. Sally's was better, but what else
could be expected from Sally. After the generous and scrumptious repast, Don Barnett presided over the installation. Then he
presented our venerable PR Vice President, Dennis Olmstead,
with the coveted Barbershopper of the Year award. Couldn't
have happened to a nicer or more deserving guy.

Last Christmas Gasp
As has been our tradition, we gathered at the San Juan Living Center for our annual Christmas carols to the residents and
the promised Christmas pie reward. Promised, yes, materialized,
nope. Because of the promise, a goodly numbers of our guy
singers showed up dressed in the season fineries primed to sing
like angels. The big surprise was the unexpected appearance of
our lady director not bent on directing but singing WITH us.
What a treat. Tom Chamberlain, our director of the season,
coerced her to sing a solo verse with us on one carol as we
hummed and hawed in the background. It worked so well we did
it everywhere we sung, and that totaled about five separate performances. Dr. Bobby even showed up at the San Juan place,
taste buds primed for the pie, but, like the rest of us had to settle
for a cookie and kind of an apology. This was only the first misunderstanding of the evening.

No regular Board meeting this month, rather a rather prolonged RETREAT at new President’s Vern Dockter's house.
Jason Ward, treasurer, impressed us with a couple of really
spiffy graphs indicating that we’re doing pretty good compared
with previous years. Our Music VP Gary Armour will purchased a filing cabinet from Sam's for storage. Gary also tried to
explain what would happen if our domain name expires. Dennis
volunteered some of the advertising budget to renew our domain
name with the pledge that he will keep the web site more current, which is a fine idea.
Don Dufka entertained us with his efforts to get new shirts
for our CONCERT. The board approved a goodly sum of money
for his use .. hopefully to get new shirts, maybe a tie, and whatever he deems is necessary. Oh yeah, the possibility of having a
pre-CONCERT at the Ouray Opera building was discussed with
the result that Don Dufka will follow up with all the details ...
like if director Bethany Ward thinks it is a good idea.
With our history of having a busy day, it is imperative that
we have at least four qualified quartets waiting in the wings to
wow the ladies. Dennis is going to blitz the media with advertisement so we better be prepared to deliver. So far we have
three quartets committed to sing on Valentine's Day. Blue
Denim will cover the Delta area while the New Canyonaires and
Fourmatagain will cover the Montrose/Olathe area. There is
room for another one if you are interested.

Our next stop was the nursing home behind Safeway and
real close to the Holiday Inn Express. No matter how well we
knew the location, it was funny to watch the parade follow the
confused leader in a snakelike procession to the destination. We
won't mention who was confused. Again, even though proper
arrangements were made to expect us, they didn't. Even though
our arrival was posted in inconspicuous places, we were a surprise. As such, we sang in a couple hallways to a few who didn't
shut the doors so they could watch TV. The bottom line is we
sounded really good. Too bad we didn't have the same group at
the LDS Church sing.
Not wanting to go home just yet, most of the chorus walked
a few hundred yards to sing to the front desk folks, and the meager bar crowd, at the Holiday Inn Express, a pre-thanks for allowing us to have our annual Installation Banquet Potluck at
their place again. Bethany did her thing once more as we did
ours, and the neat thing happened is that several people and kids
materialized on the second floor balcony just to hear us. We did
so well that Don Dufva and I stayed after to celebrate our success. It was a fine way to welcome Christmas. President Vern
Dockter wants to remind all about the Award of Harmony that
we hope to give at our annual Barbershop concert.
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Splinters from the Board
It can be said, and is now being said, that a fine dinner at
DaVeto's is a wonderful way to start the proceedings of a Bored
Meeting. Don Barnett and Vern Dockter went to a meeting
with Drew in Grand Junction and talked about stuff. Gary Armour bought a new file cabinet and is looking for some files to
file. Valentine's Singing and the “response” to Dennis
Olmstead’s laudable efforts of PR was discussed with little
conclusions. However, Hank Snyer, Don Dufka, and Chuck
Frush all promised to provide a summary of their respective
quartet adventures. Don Dufka talked about progress on our
Annual CONCERT. Some concern was voiced about ASCAP
fees and when they should be paid but nobody seemed to have
an answer.
No recipient for the Award of Harmony so we’re not giving one
this year. Larry Wilkinson has already set and reserved a date
for our 2009 CONCERT. Mark your calendar for March 28.
Then Larry passed out lots and lots of free CONCERT tickets
for distribution to lots of people, like the police, firemen/women,
teachers, and those wonderful folks who purchased a Valentine
Singsong and those we hope will be our concert patrons. Now it
will be up to the chorus to SELL some tickets or we will be in big
trouble.
Then a motion was passed to donate some of our meager larder to Olathe United Methodist Church as a 'thanks' for allowing
us to meet there every week. With that, we adjourned and meandered to Vern's kitchen for pie, more coffee, and conversation about things we didn't cover. Oh yeah, and Larry passed
out the beautiful roses prepared by Sally for V-day. The entire
Board was present for the pie with the notable exception of
Treasurer Jason Ward who probably was home baby sitting
with Colton.
CHAPTER MISSION STATEMENT
"Flourishing and growing as individuals, as a chorus,
and as a chapter by singing in an atmosphere of
musical excellence and by promoting harmony in our lives,
our relationships, and our community.
President Vern Dockter: I have little doubt that we are going to
do a better than average presentation on our spring show. We
still have a lot to do to polish what we are working on, but ….
we are in far better shape than we have been in being ready
than we ever have been. I would like to say a collective "Thank
You" to our director, Bethany Ward. Thank you for helping us
learn, for teaching us about vowel sounds which when sung in
harmony makes those chords ring as only barbershoppers can
make them ring. Ring in the way that makes the hair stand up
on the backs of your arms and neck. But mostly, thank you for
not giving up on us. Thank you for helping us know in a very
special and different way that it really is "Great to be a Barber-

Grand County, Colorado
Webmaster Don Hunt, dkhunt@earthlink.net
The Grand Chorale sings every Tuesday evening in
Granby, Colorado at St. John’s Church from 7:15 to 9:30 pm
under the capable leadership of director Jeff Shaw, a chiropractor by trade. The chapter is ably led by President Roger Shaw
(a Fraser resident) shawrw@rkymtnhi.com, who is also the
contact for their chapter quartet PHIL, 970 726-4626. Chapter
can also boast of the Fortune (formerly PO Box 4, who have
been singing together for the last 13 years) quartet, Jeff Shaw,
contact 970-887-3131, smcc@rkymtnhi.com; and the Four on
the Floor quartet, Harry Canon, 970 627-8596,
hcanon@rkymtnhi.com.
The 23 member chapter also get strong leadership from
assistant director Jim Morris. Their Singing Valentines program is guided by Jim Griffiths, 970 887-2405, jgriffiths1@peoplepc.com. Membership gets a strong boost from
VP Tom Newton, twnew@comcast.net who also serves as
chapter contact. Member Don Hunt serves as webmaster and
can field questions, comments, and requests about their public
service events as well.
January 13th caught the Grand Chorale singing at St.
John’s for their 9:00 am service. June 14th is targeted for their
annual show, contact is Pres. Shaw. Learning tapes are being
worked on; a recording session was held at St. John’s (it’s nice
to have a multi-purpose facility) Jan. 3rd. From asst. director Jim Morris comes this
message: “Thanks to all chorus members who sang at
our many Christmas performances. You sounded
great and brought much enjoyment to our audiences.” It
was also noted by webmasGrand County Chorale
ter Don Hunt that Jim did a
wonderful job preparing and Granby Barbershoppers
directing the Grand Chorale!

Q. Why do people wear shamrocks on St. Patrick’s Day?
A. Regular rocks are too heavy.
Q. How did the Irish jig get started?
A. Too much to drink and not enough restrooms!

Fortune delivers a Singing Valentine
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The Voice of Rushmore,
John Elving, editor,
leaderman@earthlink.net
Rapid City, South Dakota

Awards Presented at
Installation Banquet
Jim Olson, Member
at Large comments: The
Shrine of Democracy
Chorus was proud to recognize members who
made a difference to the
chapter this past year.
Several years ago, the Board of Directors
felt that just one award to the Barbershopper of the Year did not acknowledge all of the good things that members
do for our chorus. As a result the chapter
started giving “Sparkplug Awards” to
recognize good work. This year the chapter recognized four “Sparkplugs.” Pete
Stach was recognized for his leadership
and work as Chorus Manager. Pete has
done a great job this past year. He took
this job and has worked hard to make
arrangements and schedule singouts and
chorus activities. Thanks Pete. Gary
Welsh was given a “Sparkplug” for all of
his work on the sets for the show and for
the prize winning scarecrows he built for
the Oktoberfest program. Thanks Gary.
David L’Esperance, our secretary,
was singled out for his good work as Secretary, his leadership in the lead section
and serving as master of ceremonies for
our show and singouts. Thanks Dave.
Clayton Southwick, our hard working
director, was awarded a “Sparkplug” for
all of his work with the chorus that is producing results in the improved quality of
the singing. Thanks Clayton.

A new award was given this year –
the “Old Plug” award, presented to Al
Pitts by Pete Anderson. Al is one of the
founding members of the chapter who still
sings, is active in a quartet, works on
chapter projects and the music committee, and occasionally still directs the chorus. He is an excellent vocalist and great
source of barbershop music and memories. He inspires and leads each week.
Not bad for an “Old Plug.”

Silver Medalist

Pete Anderson & Pete Stach

Black Hills Blend bustin’ a chord!

Pete Anderson & David L’Esperance

David L’Esperance, Secretary: The
first meeting under the guidance of President Wayne Anderson convened January 15 at the office of board member Jim
Olson. A quorum was present. The minutes of the Dec. meeting were approved,
and treasurer Jim Gogolin’s report was
accepted. The success of the coaching
session with Darin Drown was old business. His techniques and tips can make a
significant gain in our sound if we follow
his lead. It’s amazing how the placement
of voice types within a section can
change the unit and chorus sound, just by
shifting a few people. His vocal tips,
which reinforced what Clayton has been
telling us about vowel formation and tone
placement for a long time, also made a
BIG difference. Those who weren’t in
attendance missed an incredible opportunity and have a lot of catching up to do.

Pete Anderson & Clayton Southwick

Rocky Mountain Harmony College is
the next big adventure and 12-14 of us
will be there. In addition to Realtime, we’ll
also hear the new Storm Front (with new
tenor Jeff Selano), as well as attend some
awesome training and bust some chords!

“Are we having a good time or what?”
asked John of the crowd.
Wayne taking the “oath!”

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
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Our next chorus challenge and significant fund raiser will be
Singing Valentines. The plan is to have three working quartets
from 9 am to 8 pm. The basic package will be $45.00; posters,
fliers and advertising should be available by chapter meeting on
Jan. 24. We need to deliver a lot of special surprises and thereby
refill the piggy bank! Chapter Development VP Steve Ferley is
planning for Guest Singer Nights for May 1, which is two weeks
after the spring show, and for August 28, which will be the second meeting after Harmony Happening in the Hills. As a special fund raising feature, the chapter will raffle two round-trip tickets to Denver on Frontier Airlines. Raffle tickets will cost $5.00
each or five for $20, and the winning ticket will be drawn at the
April 19 show.
President Wayne Anderson -- I do have
some goals for the year, though, of course,
they have to do with my new role as president
of the chapter. They are three in number: The
first goal is better performances by the chorus. My second goal is to increase our membership by twenty percent. I plan to work with
the board to advertise our product a little differently than in the past. We also need to treat
prospective members well by entertaining them, showing them
how to entertain us first, then others. Then we need to include
them in our advances whenever possible. Finally, my third goal:
I want to have at least three registered quartets by the end of this
year.
Secretary David L’Esperance on their recent retreat: Close
to 30 guys willingly gave up their Saturday to spend the day in
Hill City working with Clayton and our special guest, Darin
Drown from Sound of the Rockies and Storm Front. They
were working with us to find ways we can sing better and improve our chorus sound. To my eye, it was a resounding (no pun
intended, John) success. Part of the delight for me was watching
two seasoned barbershop professionals work their magic on
each and every one of us. The bass section was suddenly a
more solid and powerful foundation upon which to build. The
leads sounded as one group instead of nine attending) individual
voices. The (two attending) tenors floated above the crowd. Finally the baritones slid skillfully into each and every “slot” the
chord dictated. Who knows, perhaps we’ll be hoisting a trophy in
the air following our performance in Colorado Springs next September!

Jim Olson presents BOTY
John Elving with award
Photo by Wayne Anderson

The highlight of the awards was the announcement of
John Elving as the Barbershopper of the Year. He was
awarded the plaque and recognized as the 2007 BOTY for the
Mt. Rushmore Chapter. John has worked tirelessly for the chapter as Music VP, Bulletin Editor extraordinaire, assistant director, and sending the weekly schedule and announcements to
director, arranging for inspirational videos, locating music for all
members. He has been THE MAN without any doubt, and everyone was thrilled! John’s remarks were short, but from the
heart. It’s not hard to do the chapter’s work when it’s all for
something that you love. Thanks John!

Welcome New Member
Ken Wootten, Baritone
Man of Note: Al Kelts

Welcome Guests
James Harriman
Guest of Wayne Anderson

Chris Pelczarski
New Board Sings

Guest of Del Beck & Jeff Elving
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At the Midwinter Convention, the “All-Star Jazz Band” reprised their
appearance from the Denver International playing a little Dixieland music.
Ev Nau was on drums, Wes Hadlestat on trombone, Bill Biffle on vocals
(and trumpet), Jim Richards on bass, and Bob Dowma, banjo.

Schmoozing?
Wayne & Darin — the dynamic duo?

The Barbershop
Singer’s Confession
Must have been penned by editor John
Elving as we saw no byline?

A Heartfelt “Thank You” from John
Elving, 2007 BOTY— this honor is something that I never expected or worked
toward. As a matter of fact, I was busy
fumbling around with my camera trying to
get the memory card changed so I could
get a picture of the BOTY when he was
announced. My wife must have heard
something I didn’t, because she grabbed
the camera to change the card and then
take pictures. What a pleasant surprise!
Because of the importance of this award,
not only in our chapter, but throughout the
Barbershop world, I will cherish it for a
long time to come. This chapter means a
lot to many people, and my work is only to
make it the most enjoyable experience for
all who take part in it. I appreciate the
opportunity to serve you in the ways you
have entrusted to me.
IPP Pete Anderson: With the temperature on the top side of zero, the vast
majority of our members and wives gathered at the Elk Creek Steakhouse for the
festivities and a great meal; our MC extraordinaire, Dwight “Digger” Edstrom,
called the new slate of officers to the front
of the room, subjected each to a grueling
interrogation to ensure their worthiness,
and installed them, almost. A BIG thanks
to Dwight for a job well done. I had the
very pleasant task of handing out the
Spark Plug Awards. Deserving recipients
were David L’Esperance, Clayton
Southwick, Pete (NA) Stach, and Gary
Welsh. A new award was presented this
year. We found a very tired old tractor
plug and mounted it horizontally on the
plaque and voila. It is now the Old Plugger award for our first old plugger, Al
Pitts. Then Jim Olson presented the
BOTY award to versatile John Elving.
No one deserved it more than you, John.
Thank you for all you do for this chapter.

San Antonio river walk
The largest planned North American
blood drive in history, May 10th will be
chaired locally by John Elving We are
having a contest with Fargo, ND and Billings, MT. The day is shaping up to be
filled with singing, donors, singing, donors, singing, and donors. Plan to attend
and help recruit friends, family, acquaintances, and business associates.
A Celtic New Year’s Eve — On Dec.
31 several members of the Chorus joined
with other men to perform with the Black
Hills Symphony. What a great celebration
we had by performing in “A Celtic New
Year’s Eve.” Although not barbershop, a
great performance was given as this
group, quickly named the Black Hills Area
Men’s Chorus, and directed by our own
Clayton Southwick, was privileged to sing
Percy Grainger’s piece “What Shall We
Do With A Drunken Sailor.” In addition to
the Black Hills Symphony, the Kenny Putnam Trio, members of the Molly Bennett
School of Irish Dancing, located in Denver, Colo., and The Young Pipers, three
boys from 12-14 years old, played the
bagpipes very well. According to many in
the audience, the men’s chorus was the
highlight of the evening. Congratulations
to all for a job very well done on a difficult
piece of music.
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Darin Drown at work

Advance with Darin Drown
By Josh Ellis
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ON TRACK EE-Bulletin
Durango Chapter
Carroll V. (Pete) Peterson
cmpete@frontier.net
Saturday, June 14, is the Durango chapter Show at the Concert Hall. Dress rehearsal
is June 12th. The family of Henry (Hank)
Ninde, who died in 2006, has given a gift of
$500 to the chapter in his memory. Henry was a member of the
Durango chapter for at least 20 years. He was a mainstay of the
baritone section, our “perpetual chapter treasurer” (he was a
CPA), and a member of the Durango Old-Fashioned Music and
Screen Door Company quartet for about 15 years. One of his
key contributions was arranging for us to rehearse at Christ the
King Lutheran Church. This is no doubt the nicest and most convenient rehearsal space the Durango chapter has had in its 40
years of existence. Henry dropped out of barbershopping some
years back when, in his words, he was no longer satisfied with his
voice. I and many others have fond memories of Henry and his
quirky sense of humor and his total reliability.
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We are expecting three quartets to be at work all or most of
the day on the 14th — In Accord, Durango A Cappella, and
First Class Delivery. It’s great that our quartets arrange their
time to give their energies to this outstanding annual event and
fund-raiser. Maxine wants to send special thanks to Jay Alsup
and Thom Carden for going shopping for valentine candy and
finding some attractive Whitman Sampler candies for us to deliver this year. They are of excellent quality and are beautifully
packaged.
True Kirk will serve as show chairman and The Summit,
Albuquerque, will headline once again (they’re baaack!). Show
by “A Woman’s Prerogative” at the Henry Strater Theater on
Sunday afternoon, February 24. We are invited to sing before
their show and at intermission. Please sign up at chapter meeting Tuesday night to support the women barbershop singers.

The Durango chapter’s Barbershopper of the Year for 2007 is
Ernie Norris, who has served with distinction as chapter secretary. Naming Ernie BOTY was my last official act as interim president. Thank you, Ernie, for a job exceptionally well-done. Thanks
to all of the chapter members who contributed to a Christmas gift
for director Amy Barrett. For all of us it is a gift of love. We receive so much more from her than we can ever give her.
Singing Valentines sales have begun with already 10 sold so
we’re on our way (we sold 60 last year). Our quartets will deliver
them in La Plata County on Feb. 14, for $39.95. Ten dollars of
each valentine will be set aside for our chapter’s “Teach the
Children to Sing” program. In 2007, we gave $2000.00 to Durango area elementary and middle schools for their vocal
music programs, thanks in part to last year’s singing valentine receipts. Purchasers may make a reservation by calling
Maxine at 247-5073 or Hazel at 247-5751. We are also registered at singingvalentines.com. Barbershopper purchases will
cost only $30.00. You can pick up order blanks at chapter meetings. The Peterson house will be “Valentine Central,” and our
phone number will be the Valentine HOTLINE for last minute calls
or information. Quartets will be in constant communication with
the hot line by cell phone.
On Tuesday evening, Feb. 14th, director Amy Barrett will be
directing a VLQ to do Singing Valentines downtown. Please sign
up if you can join the valentine VLQ at the Christ the King church
at 5:30 in your dress uniform. There will be Public Service Announcements in local publications and on broadcast media as
well. Danny McManus, Publicity VP, plans to run paid ads on
KIQX and KDGO and in the Durango Herald. Flyers and business
cards were distributed to chapter members and will also be available Tuesdays until
Valentines
Day.
These have already
proven their effectiveness, since no
paid ads have yet
been
published.
Sales by barbershoppers are an
important part of our
success each year.

Carroll (Pete) Peterson,
Peterson, Durango President, awarding
the 2007 BOTY Award to Ernie Norris at the
chapter Christmas party on Dec. 18 at the Peterson home.

As President Jay announced last Tuesday, Feb. 12, the
chapter board has recommended that the Narrow Gauge Chorus compete in the Small Chorus contest in Longmont the
weekend of April 25—26. In our survey of the chapter members' desires last fall, the board found widespread support for
participating in contests. Amy will be working with us to get
us ready to sing our best. Remember that last time we went,
we won first place, so we have a reputation to uphold. Please
make plans now to go. There will be a sign-up sheet at chapter
meetings on Feb. 19 and 26.
I received an email from Bill LaShell, baritone, saying
that his mother died Saturday, Feb. 16th. Bill hopes to be
back by the Feb. 26 rehearsal. Our sympathies! Learning CD's
are ready for six of the show songs. They have been distributed and will be available next week as well. In a couple of
weeks we will have another CD for the rest of the new music
for 2008.

Pocatello, Idaho
Chordial Chronicle
Harold Catmull, editor
hcatmull@hotmail.com
The Idaho Gateway
Chorus meets at the Central
Christian Church Tuesday evenings, 8:00 to 10:00 pm. From
President Dennis Buschaw: “Big things being planned include,
but not limited to the Rexburg performance Jan. 17-19; the two
songs we will perform are “Cellophane” and “Darktown Strutters Ball.” Singing Valentines chairman Brian Foster needs
roses and candy for Feb. 14th. We did really well last year; let’s
do it again!
The Spring Convention and contest is the last weekend in
April — let’s go to Longmont and sing Cabaret and Old Cape
Cod. The Board needs to make a decision ASAP. Show is May
31st. The learning CD will contain most of the show songs (so
far); ask Wayne Lott for the music. WE ARE STILL LOOKING FOR SINGERS, AS OUR INVENTORY OF SAME IS
RUNNING LOW. We had a great time singing for the women
prisoners and our performance level was fair; we also did quite
well at the Cottonwood Cove.
Brian Foster, Chapter Development VP:
Thanks to everyone who participated in the
sings at the prison, at Cottonwood, and at the
mall. The chorus is sounding better and is
looking fantastic in the new flashy shirts.
Thank you, Dennis Bushaw, for contributing
the shirts. That was incredibly generous of you.
Talk about adding class to the chorus.
Craige Baker comments that we appreciate our quartets who represent the chapter so
well as they venture forth to sing in the community. There are some exciting things coming
up in the near future and we hope that everyone
will be able to participate. Happy January birthdays to Wayne Lott and Gary Dunn.
Director Mike Louden: I have enjoyed our excursions to
Rexburg to sing “Saran-Wrap Man” and “Darktown.” Sometimes it’s nice to be just another guy on the risers, and the trips
back and forth have made for some good camaraderie and impromptu singing. I also look forward to the performance, not
only for the chance to sing, but we get to see Max Q! I was privileged to see those guys win the Int’l title and believe me, they
are worthy of the GOLD, and worth a trip to see them even if
you’re not singing with the chorus.
dbushaw219@ aol.com Dennis Buschaw
craige578@yahoo.com Craige Baker
tchristen@aol.com Tony Christensen
bjfoster@allidaho.com Brian Foster
wjlybl@juno.com Wayne Lott
drommel685@aol.com Don Rommel
mlouden@ida.net Mike Louden
rfuture2001@ mwn.dom Tracey Holbrook

Tony Christensen, Barbershopper of the Year!
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Colorado Springs Metro
The mission of the Colorado Springs Metro Chapter is to provide the best Barber Shop
style, a capella singing entertainment to the front range communities. We offer an
audition-only venue for men who desire to increase their singing skills.

Chapter Membership
Eldon Cornish
Baritone
President
Mark Horst
Tenor
David MacKay
Tenor
Scott McLauthlin
Baritone
IPP/Secretary/Treasurer
John Megow
Baritone
Music Librarian
Bob Salcetti
Tenor
Music VP
Tim Simmons
Baritone
Woody Woods
Bass
Director, Membership

For Singing Valentines,
contact Woody Woods at
woody@grwffyn.com
or call 719 510-4762

Chad Boltz, Chorus Director
Boulder Timberliners

Quits His Job!
Chad Boltz first started hearing and
learning barbershop music about one thousand days ago. He has evaluated his future and after ten years working for someone else has decided music is his future.
Armed with a BM in Voice Performance
from the University of Colorado and a classically trained baritone voice, Chad will
make his way through the music maze.
He will continue as full time director of
the Boulder Timberliners chorus and has
introduced the Timberliners Quartet Development Program. Chad is also going
to build his private voice studio, giving private voice lessons to Timberliners and
non-Timberliners alike.

Colorado Springs Metro

The Peak Experience
was chartered in
September, 2002 as part of the
Society for the Preservation and
Encouragement of Barbershop Quartet
Singing in America, Inc.

We are an all audition chapter that
meets on Monday evenings at
7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s United
Methodist Church in
Colorado Springs, Colorado

To contact us by phone, dial:

(719) 510-4762

The Mission of the Colorado Springs Metro Chapter is to provide
the best Barber Shop style, a capella singing entertainment to the front
range communities. We offer an audition-only venue for men who
desire to increase their singing skills.

Then, as if that is not enough music he
is taking a page out of McNamara’s Band
and using his beautiful baritone voice to
sing at “wakes and weddings and every
fancy ball.” Yep, he will sing (for hire) at
weddings, funerals, church services, and
anywhere else that his services might be
needed.
If you would like to check out a sample,
please visit myspace.com/chadboltz. For
more information, he can be reached at
303 775-4832 or boltzttp@hotmail.com.

BOULDER TIMBERLINERS
Offers Private Voice Lessons
For A Better Chorus
The Boulder Timberliners are trying to
advance the skills and quality of their chorus
by offering a private vocal lesson to each new
member. It is hopeful that this may enable the
new Timberliner to relate to our director one on
one and feel more at home with an understanding of barbershop music. This should also give
our director a clearer understanding of the new
members’ voice range and potential abilities.
After one hour of instruction and orientation,
covering the how and why barbershop music is
what it is, we hope to have the start of another
member for life. If your chorus thinks this is a
good idea and would like to set up a program,
for information call Chad Boltz at 303 530-9088
or Merle Quigley at 303 332-7048.
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Boulder Timberliners Select 2007 Barbershopper Of The Year
The last function before the entertainment started at the Boulder Timberliners annual banquet, Allan Barker
(bass) Master of Ceremonies called for everyone’s attention. When he was satisfied everyone was listening,
he started telling of the great things Boulder’s Barbershopper Of The Year (BOTY) had accomplished. What
Allan didn’t know or at least was kind enough not to say, the BOTY forgot to bring enough batteries for his
camera. Therefore there are no pictures of this highly praised award. A picture may have caught the surprised look on the recipients’ face when Allan announced the winner as Merle Quigley (Lead). Merle is starting his third term as President. His leadership persuaded the nine members of the Board of Directors to reduce their number to four. He argued it made more sense for a small chapter to have a President, two Executive Vice Presidents and a Treasurer. Our by-laws state we must have a Secretary. Therefore the Internal Ex.
VP will wear two hats. Needless to say, Merle was very pleased and surprised. Yes, he was lost for words. He
now has settled down and wants to thank every member of the Boulder Timberliners.

INSTALLATION AND APPRECIATION BANQUET
Members of the Boulder Timberliners kicked off the year with an outstanding banquet and evening of entertainment at the Outlook Hotel, in Boulder,
Colorado on January 18, 2008. Master of
Ceremonies Allan Barker kept everyone
laughing with a constant stream of oneliners that put everyone in the mood for a
great evening.
Past District President Dr. Tony
Pranaitis, bari, of the Denver MountainAires did the honor of inducting the new
officers. Tony had everyone in the room
laughing as he used his video projector
and told his story about the four voices in
barbershop harmony. Tony gave a short
informative accounting of how he and
Boulder President Merle Quigley, lead,
worked on a team reorganizing the COTS
training program and how Merle decided
to try to lead his chapter into a four-man
board of directors.
Members of the four-man board are
Merle Quigley, President, responsible for
meeting the goals and objectives of the
chapter; John Dings, bari, Secretary and
Internal Executive Vice President, responsible for all internal operations of the
chapter as well as the secretarial functions. John got his feet wet in his oncoming job and responsibilities when he orchestrated this evening’s banquet before
taking office! Donald Reimer, bari, was
inducted as External Executive Vice
President. Don is responsible for all outside activates. He has already arranged a
sing-out on January 11th and has started
working on the Chautauqua Festival by
appointing Allan Barker as Festival chairman. Don has been planning our Valentine’s program, including advertising and
sales. Mark Armbrust, lead, was inducted as Treasurer for his third term.
Without Mark our finances would be in
deep trouble. We all know what it is that
Mark does so very well.

Chad Boltz, bari, our chorus Director, heads the three-man Music Committee that includes Jonathan Griffith, bass
and Merle Quigley, lead.
After the formalities finished the festivities began. Surrounded By Reality,
with Charles Olivarez, tenor, Ron Craig,
lead, Jonathan Griffitts, bass, and John
Dings, bari, set the tone for the evening
by opening with the Whiffenpoof Song.
Things got better and better. Their music
really takes you back to the good old
days. Need a top entertaining quartet?
Don’t overlook these guys.
The Ponderosa Vigilantes came on
next and showed what practice and experience can do. They opened with On A
Wonderful Day Like Today. Joe Arnold,
tenor, Cole Keirsey, lead, Allan Barker,
bass, and Bill Jones, baritone, makes up
this seasoned and entertaining group.
When looking to hire a quartet, this is a
very good choice.

Rapport, the evening’s special guest
attraction, made up of former directors of
the Boulder Timberliners, evoked an
older better time with their sterling harmonies and well-timed stage antics. For their
opening number they chose It’s A Good
Day; with that the goodness comes out
and rings throughout the room. The group
was formed nearly twenty years ago and
sang regularly for their first ten years but
only intermittently since. We were glad to
furnish the occasion for one of their rare
reunions!
Rod Sgrignoli, tenor, is past Director
of the chorus, past RMD President, and
now our Society’s representative for the
South Western District and the Rocky
Mountain District. Mike Krieger, lead,
and Len Metallo, bass, are also past
chorus directors. John Coffin, baritone,
is a past Director, RMD Vice President of
Contest and Judging, and a BHS Presentation Judge. They left the stage to rousing applause.
Rapport came back on stage to join
the chorus, Chad Boltz directing, to sing
the old BarberPole Cat favorite Shine On
Me. They received huge applause as they
left the stage for the last time, The chorus
opened with another old favorite By the
Light of the Silvery Moon. Then they introduced a new novelty number, The Lion
Sleeps Tonight followed by the Beach
Boys’ In My Room directed by assistant
director Allan Barker. Allan next led the
chorus in the old favorite My Wild Irish
Rose. Chad returned to direct the next
song, swiftly moving into an old toetapper Alexander’s Rag Time Band. They
finish with, by request, that old Barbershop classic Coney Island Baby. The
evening ended with Keep the Whole
World Singing.

Dennis Cole
New Boulder Editor

Keep the Whole World Singing is the
Society motto, and should be sung at
all official meetings.
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Beat Back Pain with Music
By Merle Quigley, Boulder

It's official: Brahms is the balm. Cleveland
Clinic researchers recently found that when
people with loused-up lumbar regions listened to
music for one hour every day, they experienced
a 20 percent reduction in back pain after just one
week. "The effect may simply be due to music
distracting your mind—or it could be that it induces muscle relaxation," says study author
Sandra Siedlecki, Ph.D., R.N. "New studies that
examine the effect of music on stress hormones
such as cortisol may shed more light."

Harmony Festival
at Chautauqua
Every summer since 1949, the Boulder Chapter has hosted an annual Barbershop Harmony Festival at the Boulder
Chautauqua Auditorium. This year’s
show will be on Saturday July 26th. The
show features quartets and choruses from
up and down the Colorado Front Range,
including both men’s and women’s
groups, and is a perennial family favorite.
In addition to the individual groups strutting their stuff, a highlight will be several
songs performed by a mass chorus consisting of over 200 singers on stage at
once. This is family entertainment that
can be enjoyed by everyone regardless of
age.
The director for the mass chorus
songs has been selected by looking no
further than the director of our own Timberliners, Chad Boltz. He will be in
charge of melding the expected 200 singers into a harmonious mass chorus for
several of the evening's presentations.
Chad has been directing the Boulder
Timberliners for over a year now and we
have been benefiting greatly from his
degree from CU in music with emphasis
on voice performance.

Make it work for you: Don't just flick on the
radio and leave your relief to chance. In the
study, those who chose their own tunes experienced significantly greater pain relief than the
people given songs selected by the researchers.
And it didn't matter if the self-styled DJs listened
to heavy metal or light pop.
"Different types of music had similar effects," says Siedlecki. So make a mix of your
desert-island favorites and press "play" when
back pain hits. But keep the volume in check:
Research shows that loud sounds—even the
toe-tapping kind—can raise cortisol levels, possibly negating any benefit.

July 26 at 7:00 pm
Chautauqua Auditorium
Ticket prices:
Adult $15
student/senior $10
$12 advance purchase
from Chautauqua box office
Tickets are available from the Chautauqua Box Office at 900 Baseline Road,
Boulder, by Box Office phone at 303440-7666 or on the Chautauqua web site.
Senior tickets are not available on the
web but can be obtained by Box Office
phone or in person. Call Don Reimer at
303-530-9008 for more information.

Boulder Timberliners Introduce
another Innovative Program
On February 19, 2008, the Boulder
Timberliners began starting their evening meeting at 7:00 pm. The extra ½
hour is for those members who have as
a personal goal singing in a quartet.
Each man likes performing as a chorus
but secretly several have expressed to
one member or another how much they
would like to sing in a quartet some day.
With this new program, that day will not
be too far away. Chad Boltz, chorus
director, has developed such a deep
love for our music he has agreed to be
there every Tuesday to coach, train,
motivate and do what ever he can, to
make this a real success. It is the dream
of everyone concerned to do two things,
to create one or two quartets with the
additional result of improving our chorus.
Surrounded by Reality and the
Ponderosa Vigilantes have agreed to
be there and let the “trainees” sing with
them; perhaps starting out as a VLQ
and let the trainee learn to feel his part.
Then the old timer who normally sings
the part will step aside and let the
trainee sing the part. Sounded like a
wonderful idea and already we can see
results. Give us one year and hear us
roar.

The Boulder Timberliners will
perform a spring concert, full of great
songs and family entertainment. We are
sounding better than ever with our
“new” director, Chad Boltz, a former
music major at CU and accomplished
concert vocalist. Come hear us! We
know you will be glad you did. It will
be held at the Chautauqua Community
House, March 20, 2007 at 8:00 p.m.
Tickets are $10.00 at the door or $7.00
for Chautauqua Association members
chautauqua.frontgatetickets.com

All Hail To the E-mail Gods
By Carl Schultz, Montrose, Colorado
As I am on multiple email lists, I have come to the understanding that Americans in general are very gullible. Most believe any thing
sent to them on email because the email Gods said what is emailed to you is true. The truth is that there is very little truth on emails.
Here are some web sites to verify the emails as a hoax. I have heard that even they can be wrong, but that is from some one that
worships the email Gods. Try multiple sites for verification:
http://www.snopes.com

http://www.hoax-slayer.com/

http://www.symantec.com/business/security_response/threatexplorer/risks/hoaxes.jsp
http://urbanlegends.about.com/library/howto/hthoax.htm?once=true
http://diamond-back.com/emailhoaxes.html

http://hoaxbusters.ciac.org/HBHoaxCategories.html

http://vil.mcafee.com/hoax.asp

RMD

Calendar of Events
*Preliminary Clearance

Dates reserved without BMI license until six months before the event

** Dates not reserved until BMI license is issued
Merle Quigley, RMD secretary

2008

2009

March 1
Denver Mile High Show
Gates Concert Hall, DU

May 17
Longmont Show

Storm Front

May 31
Pocatello Show — Frazier Hall

Steppin’ Out

June 6
Bernalillo County Show
Desert Springs Church

Cabaret

Storm Front

March 1
Burley Shows
March 29
Colby Shows — Colby HS
March 29
Montrose Shows

NeXus
* April 12 *
Loveland Show – Rialto Theater
April 19
Denver MountainAires Shows

Kowalski Twins

April 19
Grand Junction Shows
April 19
Rapid City Shows

Gotcha

April 20-21
Wasatch Front Shows
April 25-27

RMD Spring Convention
Longmont
May 3
Salt Lake City Shows
Taylorsville HS

Ignition

May 10
Albuquerque Show
National Hispanic Cultural Center

Ignition

May 17
Billings Show
Alberta Blair Theatre

NeXus

The Summit

June 7
Bernalillo County Show
Keller Hall — UNM

Storm Front
June 14
Grand County Show
Middle Park HS
June 29-July 6

International Convention
Nashville, Tennessee
July 26
Chautauqua, Boulder
Sept 26-28

RMD Fall Convention

Colorado Springs
*Dec 5-7
Bernalillo County Christmas Shows
*Dec 6
Salt Lake City Christmas Shows
*Dec 13
Denver Mile High Christmas Show
*Dec 13-14
Albuquerque Christmas Shows

Jan 25-Feb 1
Midwinter Convention
Pasadena, California
* March 7
Denver Mile High Show
March 19-22
Joint Spring Convention w/FWD
Las Vegas. Nevada
*May 9
Albuquerque Show
June 28-July 5
International Convention
Anaheim, California
Sept 25-27
RMD Fall Convention
Cheyenne, Wyoming
*Dec 12
Denver Mile High Shows
*Dec 13
Albuquerque Holiday Shows

Rocky Mountain District Mission Statement
The Rocky Mountain District is to be an ever-growing association of SPEBSQSA chapters located within the geographical
boundaries of the District. It is the mission of the RMD to lead and support the efforts of local chapters in contributing to the vision of
our Society. The Society’s Vision Statement reads “The Society is to be an ever-growing fraternity of barbershop-style singers, leading the cause of encouraging vocal music in our schools and communities.” The RMD’s means of working towards this vision is to
provide leadership and structure in the following areas:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Increasing membership through member services at the local and district level.
Educating and encouraging our members in both quartet and chorus performances in the barbershop style.
Training, supporting, and coaching leaders in our local chapters.
Supporting and developing youth outreach on a local and district level.
Developing chorus directors at the chapter level through local and district workshops.
Providing district publications and historical records as well as supporting and educating chapters in communications and public relations.
Providing ongoing district events such as conventions, contests, festivals, etc.
Providing contests for quartets, choruses, and other ensembles to determine district champions and International
contest qualifiers.
Supporting and educating chapters on developing district financial resources and in the use of good financial
practices.
Administering district charitable and community service initiatives and supporting and educating chapters in their
charitable efforts.
Creating, administering, and coordinating district organizational structures and processes to accomplish the District’s goals.

Rocky Mountain District
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