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“Ignition!” Qualifies for Salt Lake City!
“B Shop 4” College Champions!
Arvada West High School, Arvada, Colorado
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SPEBSQSA Mission Statement
The Society is to be an ever-growing fraternity of barbershop style singers, leading the cause of
preserving and encouraging vocal music in our schools and community.
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Chapter Support & Leadership Training VP

Regarding CEO Don Harris

Lee Taylor

A message sent on behalf of Society
President Rob Hopkins.

CARA results
Thirteen chapters participated in the Chapter Activities Recognition Awards program in 2004. We thank the following chapters for their involvement in this important endeavor: Denver
Mile High, Longmont, Denver MountainAires, Salt Lake City,
Durango, Colby, Montrose, Scottsbluff, Utah Valley, Pueblo,
Casper, San Juan County and Burley.
Plateau winners:
Plateau I (76 or more members)
Plateau II (41 – 75 members)
Plateau III (26 – 40 members)
Plateau IV (25 or fewer members)

Denver Mile High
Salt Lake City
Montrose
Pueblo

Calling all leaders, Phase 2
A few months ago, I made a plea for participation in leadership roles, at the chapter and district level. My motives were
simple: the Society needs a continual supply of new leaders to
fill the chairs and run the organization. The Chapter Counselor
program is always looking for new talent. Chapter Counselors
have the satisfaction of making the Barbershop experience a little better for chapters within our district, so our clientele is local.
Our circle of colleagues consists of a dozen other men in the
RMD.
In recent conversations with my colleagues in other districts,
the shortage of COTS instructors was discussed. Although we
generally see fresh faces at our yearly Chapter Operations Training Seminar, the pool of instructors is actually rather small.
Those men who do instruct COTS classes must travel distances
ranging from local to international, as their area of expertise
might dictate. Some districts have as many as 12 instructors;
two districts (including RMD) have only one. Our only trained
COTS instructor is Dennis Cook, and you know how busy he is
within our hobby and in his professional life. Gentlemen, the
time has come to develop more instructors.
The role of COTS instructor is a great opportunity to make
an impact on chapter officers all over North America. Their clientele is, potentially, every Barbershopper who attends COTS,
because over the course of a few years, they link up with thousands of us. Their colleagues are a select group of experienced
Society members from most every state and province. COTS
instructors are purveyors of knowledge, facilitators of discussions among chapter leaders, and a source of information from
Kenosha.
In this edition of Vocal Expressions you’ll find an application form for the COTS faculty. I hope you will consider throwing your hat into the ring on this one. This could be the unique
chance to make a special contribution that you’ve been waiting
for.

The Board of Directors of the Barbershop Harmony Society (SPEBSQSA, Inc.) has accepted
the resignation of CEO Don Harris, effective April 20, 2005.
Effecting change, no matter how
positive for the future of the Society, is a
daunting task. The Society Board remains committed to making the kinds of
changes that will help the Society flourish
for future generations. We fully appreciate that Society members will differ in
their opinions about proposed changes.
While we welcome feedback from members at any time, we also recognize that the Board and our
next CEO must move ahead with changes they feel are absolutely necessary to ensure a bright future for our organization.
The Board will, as it did the last time, search for a CEO
both within and outside of the Society in order to find the
very best person to lead us to that future.
We are looking for someone who can align and inspire
staff and volunteers to achieve the Society vision and mission, develop staff expertise, manage staff effectively, and
achieve results — including membership growth-within
budget constraints and according to a well-conceived business plan. Senior-level leadership success in business, industry, or association administration is required. Several
years of Society membership are desirable.
We are confident that we can find such a leader. However, we will not rush the process in order to meet an arbitrary deadline. In the meantime, the Society Board is
pleased that Roger Lewis, 2002-03 Society President and
a retired businessman, has agreed to take on the challenging task of serving as our Society's interim CEO.

It is each member's personal responsibility to keep
their contact/personal information, especially
e-mail addresses current with the Society. This
can be done on the SPEBSQSA website on the
Member's Only Page. Thanks, Kevin Pape
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Spring Convention Highlights
Written by Dr. Tony Pranaitis, Financial VP
In addition to a fantastic quartet contest, won by "Ignition!"
and the Rocky Mountain Invitational (audience favorite Scottsbluff, overall winner Billings) here are a few highlights:
M.C. at quartet semi-finals and finals
Nancy Avalon. Hilarious Sweet Adeline did an absolutely
fabulous job!
Cheyenne All-City Children's Chorus
Younger group sang at the Saturday afternoon Rocky Mountain Invitational, finished up with a reprise of last year's favorite
(of both the audience and the kids themselves, who insisted that
they sing it) "Barbershop Blues." It received a Standing ovation.
One barbershopper said he was nearly in tears from the thrill of
watching young kids develop a love for singing. An older group
sang at the Show of Champions Saturday night. Two weeks ago
they performed (by invitation) at Carnegie Hall. Received a
standing ovation for moving rendition of "Prayer of the Children" accompanied by bass viol.
Centennial Blend Sweet Adelines
Hostesses for the Convention. Performed for us Friday night.
The weekend ran efficiently, thanks to their registration efficiency and backstage precision.
Kevin Pape, John Coffin, & the RMD Convention team
Put together a seamless event in a fantastic venue.
Little America, Cheyenne
Luxury living at economy prices. Perfect for our needs. The
Holiday Inn will be the Headquarters hotel for the 2005 Fall
Convention in Cheyenne; Little America will continue as one of
the primary housing facilities.
Afterglow and the Barbershopper Shop by Paige Faubion
You expect the best when Paige is at the helm, and that’s
what you get. Paige has even made recommendations how to run
a more efficient Barbershopper Shop which will be passed on to
Kenosha (to hopefully benefit ALL Barbershopper Shops at District and International events).

The Gas House Gang
Topping off the Show of Champions, with the baritone from
“The Ritz” as substitute baritone, one of the best quartets EVER
gave us a signature performance that was heart-warming, hilarious, and musically incomparable. Prior to this event, the Gas
House Gang had performed in 49 of the 50 states, only Wyoming was missing. They wrapped up a fantastic career (18 years
singing together, 1993 International Champions) with a performance in their 50th State! It was an historic moment in the monumental career of this legendary quartet. It was an emotional farewell for everyone in the hall. Nancy Avalon said it best when
she introduced them: they have five in their quartet...there's an
angel sitting on their shoulders when they sing (of course, that's
Rob). For sure, their lives touched us all, and their sound is
heavenly.
We'll have “Gotcha!” at our Fall Convention in Cheyenne.
and working on obtaining “Four Voices” for Rocky Mountain
Harmony College in February, Estes Park.

Member Perspective

Why Should We Attend the Prelims?
Written by Dave Waddell, Longmont, Colorado

Why should we barbershoppers attend our district and international conventions? That was a
question that our editor asked of me, so here is my
opinion on the subject. This was a subject often discussed during all the years that I was involved as a
district officer.
Districts and the Society would like to have us
attend conventions to help keep them solvent. In
other words, they need money to cover operating
expenses. It is very expensive to put on a convention and contest and about the only way those expenses can be met is by registration fees and ticket
sales. This has always been one of the main concerns for all district and society officers. In order to
attract more attendees, the VLQ and small chorus
competitions were instituted. This was a good way
for small groups to compete on equal ground giving
the contestants the contest experience while not
having to compete against the larger choruses.
I have my own reasons why people should attend conventions. To me it is a learning experience,
because I get to see and hear quartets and choruses that are much better at performing than most
groups that I have ever been a part of. By observing
these groups it helps me to do a better job of singing
and performing. As far as international conventions
and contests are concerned, you get to see and
hear the very best quartets and choruses in the Society. Every member should attend at least one international convention just to see the choruses perform. It is amazing how much effort and preparation
goes into some of the chorus’ performances.
For those of us who sing in quartets, watching
the quartet contest allows us to see how others perform and learn from their performances. To me, I
enjoy conventions because it gives me the opportunity to renew so many of the friendships I have developed in my 35 years of barbershopping. There is
no place or any activity that I can go to where I know
so many people or they know me and come up to
speak with me.
I would certainly like to urge as many as possible
to take advantage of the proximity of the district convention and contest in Cheyenne on April 8-9. It
should be an exciting contest to determine which
quartets get to represent the Rocky Mountain District in Salt Lake City in July. As a barbershopper, it
is important to support these quartets in their competition. No quartet likes to sing to a small audience.
Thanks, Gil Norris, editor, high notes, May 2005,
Longmont, Colorado
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RMD Events VP

Kevin Pape
Spring has sprung and the 2005 Quartet
Prelim’s and Spring Convention are over.
What a great time was had by all who were
able to attend. We experienced some great
Quartet and Small Chorus performances.
The convention was well attended and a fair number of the city of
Cheyenne were in the audience for the Saturday Evening Show.
All in all, the 2005 Spring Convention was a success. As of this
writing, we’ve not seen the final figures but are anticipating a
profitable event.

2005 SPRING PRELIMS PRODUCES
NUMEROUS “RMD FIRSTS”
This Is The First Time that at least three RMD Quartets will
represent the District at the International Convention. Storm
Front and Reprise will be joined by Ignition! as RMD Quartet
representatives. We also have high hopes that NeXus will join
them with a wildcard invitation. As of this writing, we’ve not gotten
scores from Quadravox who had to compete out of District due
to a schedule conflict but we hold high hopes for them as well.
Imagine that, as many as five RMD quartets in the International
Quartet Contest!
This Was The First Time that the Gas House Gang performed in Wyoming. This performance completed the “Gang’s’
quest to perform in ALL 50 STATES! The “Gang” was joined by
DJ Hiner of The Ritz on baritone and put on the best performance yet on the Spring Convention Saturday Evening Show!
They left the audience on their feet crying for more.
This Was The First Time an RMD Afterglow was produced
that featured two uniquely dedicated rooms available to those
attending. One room was dedicated to the Parade of Quartets
while the other provided a space for those wishing to sit and visit.
An unscientific evaluation of the spaces revealed that both were
equally used. We intend to continue this style of Afterglow at all
future events. A charge of $5.00 at the door was instituted and
was readily accepted (barbershoppers know a bargain when we
see it!). The proceeds were sufficient to cover costs and made it
possible to purchase fruit and cheese plates in addition to the
chips and dip.
This Was The First Time that virtually all the judging staff as
well as The Gas House Gang were stranded in Denver due to a
spring blizzard. As a result, many remained an extra night in
Cheyenne while others were spread throughout the Denver
metro area awaiting a flight home. Regardless all had a great
time and were very appreciative of the hospitality they received in
the RMD. Those RMD members who chose to “wait out the
storm” were well cared for by Little America who extended the
convention room rate. All remaining over enjoyed an unexpected
additional day of fellowship in the hospitality room. Admittedly,
the main focus was the television which remained tuned to the
Weather Channel throughout the day. Nobody would allow this
“golf nut” to view even a small portion of the final round of the
Masters!
The Spring Convention has been put to bed but the beat goes
on. We have numerous upcoming activities and events just
around the corner. This summer has treats galore, the obvious
best of them being the 2005 International Convention in Salt
Lake City over the week of the 4th of July.

Mark your calendars, save your pennies, and get ready for
an exciting July. I’m certain that after 2005, the entire Barbershop Harmony Society (SPEBSQSA) will be forever spoiled by
the new LDS Convention Center as a venue and will struggle to
find another venue that even comes close! We will have 22,000
best seats! Don’t miss an opportunity to attend what will become
the best International Convention ever.
The 2005 RMD Fall Convention will be held again in Cheyenne, Wyoming. Our Headquarters Hotel will be the Holiday
Inn and will be accompanied by Little America and The Plains
Hotel as the main convention properties. The contest venue will
be the Cheyenne Civic Auditorium with sound reinforcement
again being provided by EQ Productions of Ft. Collins, Colorado. A convention registration form is located on page 6 of this
Vocal Expressions and can be downloaded, filled out and sent
to Jamie Reed, the 2005 Fall Convention Registrar. We will
also have the ability to register online. All the necessary information for an online registration can be located on the RMD
webpage, www.rmdsing.org. Just go to the website and follow
the links for the 2005 Fall Convention.
During the past two years, we’ve noticed that some afterglow activities have begun to compete with one and other for
attendance. In order to provide the best possible afterglow, this
year’s Afterglow will be a joint venture hosted by the RMD and
Sound of the Rockies in the Ballrooms of the Holiday Inn. The
cost will be $5.00 at the door and we will have the same room
layout as at the 2005 Spring Convention.
I realize that this is the fourth time in two years that we have
used the facilities in Cheyenne. There are two compelling reasons that this has taken place. First, it was decided that the Salt
Lake City area not be required to provide support for an International and District Convention in the same year.
Cont. on page 8
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2005 Rocky Mountain District Fall Convention

September 23-24, 2005
Cheyenne Civic Center Auditorium, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Hosted by: RMD Convention Team, Centennial Blend, Sweet Adelines Int’l
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Boulder, Casper
(505) 831-6652
irdoug@comcast.net
Albuquerque, Santa Fe
(303) 678-9967
jdwad@msn.com
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Cache Valley, Cedar City, Idaho Falls
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Cont. from page 5 — “Prelims Produce Firsts”
Second, we are working very hard to recover the District financially and have realized success in Cheyenne because of the
affordability offered there.
We are planning on visiting other cities in the District and
have received inquiries by a number of locations expressing interest in hosting a future Convention. All of these inquiries shall
be investigated. If your chapter desires to host a convention, contact me, Kevin Pape, at kevrmdevents@comcast.net for all the
necessary information. One bit of food for thought, there is no
rule that states the hosting chapter must live where the event
they host takes place. This is a great way to make come money
for your chapter as well as provide a valuable service to the
RMD.
As of this writing, the April 25th deadline for submission of
chorus letters of intent to compete in the 2005 Fall Chorus Contest has passed with a total of fifteen choruses responding. It is
important for all choruses who have not made the deadline
to clearly understand that they can still compete in the Chorus Contest. However, rehearsal space may not be available
in the same hotel those choruses stay. The sooner a chorus
advises the VP of Events of their entry and provides all necessary information, the easier it may be to overcome this
potential problem.
Once those choruses who responded prior to the deadline
have been assigned rehearsal space and been provided reasonable opportunity to make hotel reservations, the District block of
rooms in the three Convention properties will be made available
to the rest of the District membership. All the necessary confirmation codes for the three properties will be placed on the RMD
webpage, www.rmdsing.org on June 15, 2005. Please do not
attempt to make reservations without the appropriate code. All
three properties have been instructed not to accept reservations
without the appropriate code. Please do your best to follow these
procedures.
In November 2005, RMD COTS will be held in Ogden Utah. I
believe many think that this weekend is only for those serving as
chapter officers and then only for those who haven’t been a
chapter officer before. Nothing could be further from the truth!
This weekend is full of information for all and is essential for all
chapter officers, returning as well as new to attend. Many comments have been received by the Society Board requesting an
updated curriculum.

“The B
B--Shop 4”
Arvada West High — Teacher Phil Brown
Lead: Ben Cross
Tenor: John Rotola
Baritone: Jon Francis Bass: Kevin Quackenbush
Changes are being made which will provide new material for
attendees. We will also be conducting another CDWI (Chorus
Director Workshop Intensive) at the 2005 COTS. This workshop is an opportunity for front line Directors and assistant Directors to be evaluated and coached on their directing skills and
techniques by some of the Society’s top Directors and teachers.
CDWI has proven to be a great tool for directors and their assistants to help their choruses improve through improved directing
skill. Chapters wishing to have their directing staff attend
CDWI, Directors and Assistant Directors wishing to participate
must contact Len Metallo and submit their names as soon as
possible because space for this valuable learning experience is
limited.
In February 2006, the Rocky Mountain Harmony College
(formerly HEP) will be held in Estes Park, Colorado. We are
planning a fun and educational class schedule and hope to
have a few surprises in store for you (this is code for headline
entertainment). Plan to attend, you won’t be disappointed! Registration forms and class lists will be posted on the RMD webpage as well as will be published in future editions of the Vocal
Expressions.

2005 RMD Bulletin Editor of the Year Contest
Editor

Bulletin

Chapter

L&R

CON

G&S

Total

Owen Herndon
Dick Lambert
Roy Godbolt
Jim Jensen
Paul Brown

Tumblewords
Serenader
BULL-etin
Mile High Weekly
Chapter Hype & Pitch Pipe

Colby, KS
Albuquerque, NM
Ogallala, NE
Denver, CO
Burley, ID

471
452
376
348
205

748
584
575
509
244

561.20
540.00
481.20
561.50
557.60

1780.20
1576.00
1452.20
1418.50
1006.60

JUDGING PANEL
CON: Content, Jade Walker, North Carolina
L & R: Layout and Reproduction, Dick Westlund, New York
G & S: Grammar and Style, Fred Hinesley, Georgia
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From The Desk of
Steve Jackson
BETY Chairman

They look for common errors and problem areas; and then
they suggest ways to fix them. Sometimes the judges have to
nitpick because the overall quality of the bulletins are so good!
It’s a pleasant problem.
As an example, in my category as a Layout and Reproduction judge, the most common problem area I see is that all editors seem to be “marginal.” One of the sections in the L&R score
sheet is Readability. Here is it—verbatim.
C. READABILITY (17%, possible 35 points) deals with margins, paragraphs, column widths, and justification.
1.

Five State Participation is Great!
Congratulations to Owen Herndon for his excellent bulletin,
the Tumblewords! Both Owen and Dick Lambert are eligible to
compete in this years International Bulletin Contest. Editors
from five different states entered this year’s contest. In past
years, I’ve seen primarily bulletins (as a bulletin judge) from the
front range. Sadly, many of those editors are gone or no longer
active. Burley, Ogallala, Albuquerque, Colby, and Denver
Mile High is a nice cross section of the District.
There were also some veteran editors out there who chose,
for one reason or another, not to throw their hat in the ring.
Maybe you feel that you have nothing left to prove and that your
bulletin should stay the way it is. Maybe so, maybe not. I would
like to encourage all the active editors to enter these contests;
wow, boggles the mind, doesn’t it? Give the “rookies” a little
encouragement by participating — who knows? You could win!
No losers in this contest, however. It’s a win, win situation for
everyone.
I remember getting Bill Sutton’s Montrose bulletin in the
late ‘70’s — it was a one page handwritten masterpiece. You
had to see it to believe it, but it was always entertaining and had
the current news, even when it was upside down! You should
see his Black Canyon Chords now — typically five to six pages
laid out very well (you can pay me later, Bill). There’s a line
here about an old dog learning new tricks? Nope, I’d never hear
the end of it!
Hopefully, all five editors will cast a keen eye over the score
sheets to see what the judges thought and how they assessed
their bulletins strengths and weaknesses. It was great to see more
participation in this year’s contest. It’s an excellent way to get
your bulletin critiqued by some of the best and most knowledgeable judges in our Society. They don’t go through and just say,
“That’s wrong…. so is that…. oh, why did he do that, etc.”

RMD 2005 Barbershopper of the Year

LEE ISCHINGER

Balance: White space is important to readability and page
balance. Solid type looks hard to read and may be skipped
over. White space should appear between stories [0-5], between columns [0-5], between paragraphs [0-5], and as adequate margins [0-5]. Is it used well?

So many of us deal with a budget problem (limiting the bulletin to so many pages because of printing or copying costs) that
we tend to crowd our text and not allow for adequate margins. A
good rule of thumb to follow is to allow 1/4 inch of room between items OR a one line gap. Text, photographs, graphics, it
doesn’t matter, all your stuff needs “breathing room!”
I’ve even caught myself doing it — that’s when you really
become an editor as you adjust font sizes, move text around, and
edit articles by removing unnecessary and repetitive words and
phrases. I’ve had contributors come up to me after they’ve seen
the “new issue” and accuse me of rewriting their stuff. “I didn’t
write that!” ithey respond in indignation. My response is always
the same — does it still have the same intent? Hmm, am I the
bulletin writer or the bulletin editor? I don’t deliberately change
around the words; I try to make it more readable by using good
grammar, correct spelling, and appropriate punctuation. The
trick is to make it “purty!” It’s mostly fun, sometimes it’s work,,
but it’s always rewarding. See you in the funny papers.

Page 10 — May/June Vocal Expressions 2005

Chapter Operations Training Seminar (COTS)

Faculty Application Form
To be considered for the COTS faculty, print this form, fill it out and return it by email or mail to
Lowell Shank, Chairman, COTS Sub-committee,
2413 Stonebridge Lane Bowling Green, KY 42101 lowell.shank@wku.edu

CONTACT INFORMATION
Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________________ State ____________________ Zip ______________________
Home Phone __________________________ Work Phone _______________________ Cell Phone ______________________
Fax _____________________________________ Email Address __________________________________________________
FACULTY INTEREST
Select the COTS discipline(s) you wish to teach:
President __________ Chapter Development __________ Chorus Director __________ Secretary __________
Marketing & PR ___________ Young Men In Harmony __________ Treasurer __________ Music & Performance __________
Chapter Counselor __________

Can you commit to teaching two COTS per year?

Yes _____ No _____

EXPERIENCE
Teaching experience (courses, seminars, or schools, including years)__________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Education and training (educational background including Society schools with dates): ___________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Barbershop experience (offices, committees, C&J, awards received, etc.): _____________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Three barbershoppers who can comment on your qualifications (name, phone, and email address):
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why do you want to be a COTS faculty member?_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Chanticleer, Denver A Capella Project and Gotcha to be singing at Salt Lake City
Don’t miss the opportunity to see some of the best a cappella singing in
the world…all under one roof! Continuing the tradition of a great night of
harmony, this year’s Harmony Foundation Presents… features the
“luxurious perfection” of multiple Grammy® Award-winning vocal ensemble, Chanticleer.
Hailed by the New Yorker magazine as “the world’s reigning male chorus,” and praised by the New York Times for its “precise, pure and deeply
felt singing,” San Francisco-based Chanticleer has earned international renown as an “orchestra of voices.” Formed in 1978, the twelve-man ensemble has been named one of Billboard magazine’s Top 10 best-selling classical artists.
Named after the clear-singing rooster in Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales,
Chanticleer has developed a remarkable reputation for its vivid interpretations of vocal literature, from Renaissance to jazz and from gospel to venturesome new music. Their current album, How Sweet The Sound, is the
best-selling release to date, appearing on both gospel and crossover charts.
Also appearing will be reigning international champion quartet, Gotcha!
and the dynamic mixed octet, The Denver A Cappella Project.
Harmony Foundation Presents…Chanticleer builds upon the success of
previous years’ events featuring top a cappella acts like The Kings Singers,
Rockappella, and The Swingle Singers. The proceeds from this event go to
support Harmony Foundation, the charitable arm of the Barbershop Harmony Society. The Foundation raises funds to support educational programs to keep the whole world, especially our children, singing – today and tomorrow.
As in prior years, ticket prices will cover a range of seating opportunities with special VIP tickets that include a post-event reception with the performers! Don’t forget that a portion of the ticket cost is tax deductible as a charitable donation. The show will take place at the Barbershop Harmony Society international contest venue, the LDS Conference Center in Salt Lake City.
Want to know more about the performers slated for this
fantastic show? Visit their websites:
•
•
•

www.chanticleer.org
www.gotchaquartet.com
www.dap-online.com

This will be a night to remember and worth arriving for
the international convention an evening early. And most
importantly, the proceeds will help us keep young
voices singing!
Keep a lookout for updates and ordering information in
upcoming issues of The Harmonizer and Live Wire!
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“SOWING SEEDS IN CHEYENNE”
Written by Dr. Tony Pranaitis
The 2005 Rocky Mountain District Spring Convention
presence brought continued remarkable growth of
a musical youth movement in Cheyenne, Wyoming. To understand the process, rewind back a
few years, when I was serving as District YMIH VP
and received a call from John Vance of the Wyomingaires, stating that the chapter had made
some contacts with the local schools and wanted to
host a Youth Festival but needed resources and
assistance.

The chapter representative who was leading the class visitation then looked at his watch and was considering what they would do with the remaining time of
the class, when I asked him if I could say a few
words. I introduced myself, and thanked the Wyomingaires for their commitment to area youth, recounting our Festival of a few years ago, and telling them that Kathy Lee Montgomery and other
area teachers were excited about reviving that
event.

The RMD provided that assistance, and a very
successful Festival with concert performance by over 60 boys
from Cheyenne schools was the result. Also resulting was a
fabulous relationship with music teachers, administrators, and
leadership in the Cheyenne All-City Youth Chorus (which has
performed at our Conventions in Cheyenne with enormous
emotional response).

I assured them that my own chapter and others in
the front range stand ready to partner with them to make it a
continued success, which was received with enthusiastic relief
by the small but obviously committed group of Wyomingaires. I then gave the boys a short commercial announcement for Summer Harmony Camp (Estes Park, June 3-4-5)
and asked how many were coming. About 4-5 hands shot up
in the air. As it turns out, we have eight coming from Cheyenne this year! I thanked everyone for allowing me to speak,
and then had to run off to a Board meeting. Teacher Kathy
Lee Montgomery wanted to show me the table of handouts
and displays she had for the class. Her collection of barbershop material and music was as formidable as any that a barbershopper might present. She is truly a sold-out believer in
the benefits of barbershop for young men!

Fast forward now to the first week of April 2005. In my office of chapter (Denver MountainAires) YMIH VP, the deadline for registration for the Summer Harmony Camp in Estes
Park is rapidly approaching, so I am sending e-mails to
schools and every contact I have, getting the word out. I received an e-mail reply from Kathy Lee Montgomery who
teaches music at Carey Junior High in Cheyenne, telling me
that the Wyomingaires are visiting her class on Friday April
8. Knowing about our Convention through students in her
class who sing with the Cheyenne All-City Children’s Chorus,
she wondered if I could help her get TICKETS to the contest
for other students in her class, as well as other teachers in the
area and their students.
She also informed me of the un-timely death (two weeks
earlier) of John Vance and the hole that has been left in the
Wyomingaires chapter. The visit went on as scheduled, and
as fate would have it, I was able to attend. Of course, I provided comp tickets to Kathy and her colleagues and their students to our contest event, enlarging the awareness of barbershop in the school community.
I slipped into the class as the Wyomingaires performed a very enjoyable rendition of “Daddy Sang
Bass” for the appreciative students. The men then gave a presentation on the uniqueness of the
barbershop style, and taught the
boys to sing “Tell Me Why” and
invited them up on the risers to
sing the song with the chorus. I
and one other adult guest (local music teacher) were invited
up with the boys, so I joined the baritone section and enjoyed
singing with the boys and the Wyomingaires. I was promptly
solicited to visit them on Monday evenings (perhaps they
heard a glimmer of potential in my voice that might be developed with some instruction…I hope they’re right!).

We have the School Board member representing Music
Education for the entire County on our side as well. He was so
impressed with and thankful for the Festival we did a few
years ago, that when I contacted him last fall, he was more
than willing to make local RISERS owned by the School District available to our choruses for the FALL CONVENTION in
Cheyenne! He’ll market our Festival to schools throughout
the District. He wants to see boys singing.
Kathy has also provided contact information for men who
are teaching vocal music in the local high schools, and desiring to build boys singing programs. She of course advocates
barbershop as integral to this process. We’ll of course be supporting these teachers and their school programs. Kathy has
given us similar contacts with the University of Wyoming in
Laramie.
It is through building relationships with concerned music
educators that we can expand awareness of the barbershop
style, and build local programs. With cooperative efforts of the
Wyomingaires and other District chapters nearby, we can
nurture the enthusiasm of one teacher and a number of students in her class and in the Cheyenne All-City Children’s
Chorus to give men and boys in Cheyenne an opportunity to
learn, enjoy, and perform the barbershop style. Look for another Festival in Cheyenne during the next school year, and
continued presence of youth at our Conventions when we visit
Cheyenne!
Dr. Tony Pranaitis
Immediate Past President (and Past YMIH VP)
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District B.O.T.Y.’S
Albuquerque
Dick Lambert
Bernalillo County
Kirk Benson
Billings
Russ Born
Boulder
Len Metallo
Burley
Cache Valley
Casper
Glen Legler
Cedar City
Jim Halen
Cheyenne
None selected
Colby
Colorado Springs Paul Huff, Cliff Pape
Colorado Springs Metro Woody Woods
Denver MountainAires
Bob Kaes
Denver Mile High
Randy Johnson
Durango
Tim Snode
Garfield County
Grand County
None selected
Grand Junction
Dave Woodward
Idaho Falls
None selected
Longmont
J.R. Holman
Los Alamos Area
Loveland
Ben Teel
Montrose
Larry Estes
Northern Black Hills
None selected
Ogallala
Toby Hansen
Pocatello
Gary Dunn
Pueblo
Ross Campbell
Rapid City
Al Pitts
Rexburg
Jeff Quick
Salt Lake City
George Brown
San Juan County
Dean Thomas
Santa Fe
None selected
Scottsbluff
Ed Sievers
Sterling
None selected
Utah Valley
S. Thurman Smith
Wasatch Front

RMD Chapter Anniversaries
25 years
30 years
30 years
35 years
35 years

Colby
Scottsbluff
Denver MountainAires
Durango
Rapid City

October 6, 1980
September 15, 1975
September 26, 1975
April 14, 1970
February 27, 1970

A Bolt from God (bolt)?

RMDYoung Men In Harmony

Woody Woods, RMD Webmaster/
Editor gives directions to: Barbershop
Web Site in a Box where it mentions:
“In any case there should be enough
information here to get your website up
and running without spending any more
than $35.00. Everyone has a friend that
knows more than they do about computers ... even I do ... right?”

Phil Ricks

Does he know about http://www.
harmonize.com/ and getting it for nada,
as in free? Por favor? Like in http://
www.harmonize.com/CCC/ or as in
http://www.harmonize.com/probe/. All
you need is some (not a whole lot)
HTML knowledge. With that said, the
Barbershop Web Site in a Box has a
lot of information for not only those
starting out but things existing sites
should have included in theirs. I know
I'm going to double check mine to make
certain I've covered the necessary bases.
Roy Godbolt, Editor/Webmaster
Ogallala, Nebraska

The news from the
young men is that there are
activities being held by
various chapters throughout
the district. There is very
little public notice given about the chapter
events but they are important to the chapter
and the young men in the area in which
they are held. There are some great memories being made by these same young men
which will come back to their remembrance in the years to come.
Please continue with these kind of activities. It will help to build a good spirit in
each chapter. REMEMBER, there are only
three ways to build our Society.
(1) SING WELL
(2) INVITE OTHERS
(3) INVOLVE THE YOUTH.
In these three lies the future, but of the
three INVOLVE THE YOUTH guarantees
the long term future.

Rocky Mountain District Mission Statement
The Rocky Mountain District is to be an ever-growing association of SPEBSQSA chapters located within the geographical boundaries of the
District. It is the mission of the RMD to lead and support the efforts of local chapters in contributing to the vision of our Society. The Society’s
Vision Statement reads “The Society is to be an ever-growing fraternity of barbershop-style singers, leading the cause of encouraging vocal
music in our schools and communities.” The RMD’s means of working towards this vision is to provide leadership and structure in the following
areas:
Increasing membership through member services at the local and district level.
Educating and encouraging our members in both quartet and chorus performances in the barbershop style.
Training, supporting, and coaching leaders in our local chapters.
Supporting and developing youth outreach on a local and district level.
Developing chorus directors at the chapter level through local and district workshops.
Providing district publications and historical records as well as supporting and educating chapters in communications and public relations.
Providing ongoing district events such as conventions, contests, festivals, etc.
Providing contests for quartets, choruses, and other ensembles to determine district champions and International contest qualifiers.
Supporting and educating chapters on developing district financial resources and in the use of good financial practices.
Administering district charitable and community service initiatives and supporting and educating chaptersin their charitable efforts.
Creating, administering, and coordinating district organizational structures and processes to accomplish the District’s goals.
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SO, WHAT DOES AN RMD CONVENTION COST?
By Kevin Pape, Events VP
For quite some time, we in the RMD have not given sufficient attention to the cost of our conventions. This has resulted
in some challenges for the 2005 BOD. Last year, your 2004
Barbershopper of the Year, Lee Ischinger began a project to
identify affordable locations to hold RMD Conventions. I am
committed to the success of Lee’s vision and will continue to
follow the search for affordable locations.

The answers following answers correspond with the questions listed above above:
1.
2.
3.

I believe that there are affordable locations throughout the
District and solicit your assistance in identifying as many as possible. The remainder of this article is given to sharing the process I follow to determine whether we, as a District can afford to
go to a specific location.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

Is the venue easily accessible by the Judging Staff at
reasonable cost?
What is the total cost of the performance venue
(breakdown costs)?
Are there any hidden costs?
Does the venue possess a satisfactory space to hold
the contest(s)?
Will the venue require sound reinforcement?
Is there affordable local talent to do any necessary
sound reinforcement and are they familiar with a cap
pella sound production work?
What is the cost to import a sound company that is
familiar with a cappella sound reinforcement if is not
local talent available?
What is the cost of video/DVD Production?
What is the cost for a Photographer?
What is the cost of a Headline Act?
What logistic challenges exist to have a suitable num
ber of risers available?
Is there a suitable hotel to serve as the Headquarters?
Will the hotel provide complimentary space for meet
ings, rehearsal, the barbershopper shop, afterglow,
etc.?
Will the hotel provide complimentary rooms for the
judging staff?
What is the nightly rate for rooms? Is that rate con
sistent with other venues recently visited?
What is the complimentary room pickup ratio?
What is the District cost for hotel space?
What is the payment to the hosting chapter/personnel?
Miscellaneous costs?

Listed below is the breakdown of Cheyenne, Wyoming. The
figures indicated are costs realized at the 2005 Spring Convention. The bottom-line costs are variable based on the actual
walk-up ticket sales for a specific event. In order for a potential
venue to be considered, it must be reasonably in-line with these
costs.

4.

5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.
11.

12.
13.
14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.

Yes, judges can arrive at Denver International and can
be brought to venue or rent a car.
$600.00 per day, Friday and Saturday and $300.00 for
walk-ons.
Yes. Labor is billed at $1,400.00 for the entire event
and there was a $750.00 utility surcharge. Walk up
ticket sales for the 2005 Spring Convention offset all
but $1,000.00 of this amount. Previous RMD events
at the Cheyenne theater were offset to a plus or minus
$100.00 total (one of the events resulted in the theater
sending us a check after all the figures were in). It is
understood that not all venues will be capable of a
such a large cost offset.
Yes. The theater seats over 1200, is able to provide
necessary lighting, has acceptable space for the judg
ing staff (including Green room adjacent the stage),
has sufficient space for both quartet and chorus warmup’s on site, and good photography locations conven
ient to the contest pattern.
Sound reinforcement is necessary.
Yes, EQ Productions, Ft. Collins, Colo.
Total cost for Cheyenne theater sound reinforcement:
$3000.00 including a dedicated technician for contest
ant CD production to enable immediate delivery of
CD’s prior to the end of the Convention. Sound qual
ity is rated by numerous judges at all three of the past
conventions as WORLD-CLASS.
Video/DVD production: $417.00, Complimentary
room 2 nights, Convention registration.
Two complimentary room nights.
Gashouse Gang: $2000.00 (expenses only, perform
ance fee waived)
Logistics for riser delivery included transport by cho
ruses. 50%+/- of necessary risers were donated by
the Cheyenne School District.
Yes. Little America (The Holiday Inn for Fall 2005).
All meeting space, rehearsal space, Barbershopper
Shop, and Afterglow space is provided free of cost.
The Judges hospitality and sleeping rooms (eight to
tal) are provided free of cost.
All hotels cost between $69.00 and $75.00 per night
and are consistent with other venues recently visited.
Nightly rates are expected to increase at an acceptable
rate based on inflation.
Complimentary room pick-up rate is 1 to 25 nights
realized.
$3,720.00 (total varies on Board attendance for BOD
Meetings) including score sheet copies.
Host payment is a set amount, Spring $1000.00 and
Fall $2000.00.
$200.00 for CD’s and jewel cases, supplies, etc.

The Bottom Line: Spring 2005: $11,087.00 Fall 2005: $12,800.00* *projected based on past costs in Cheyenne
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From May/June SERENADER, Albuquerque, NM

5… 4… 3… 2… 1… IGNITION!
“Launched” in March 2004, Ignition! first competed at the Rocky Mountain
District’s International Prelims competition in April, taking a surprise second
place after only a few weeks of rehearsing. Another second place was earned
in October in regional competition. On April 9, 2005, the quartet finally won in
Cheyenne and qualified to sing at the International contest in Salt Lake City this
July. Ignition’s! goal is not to simply entertain, but to IGNITE audiences with a
show that will leave them completely blown away. This foursome prides
themselves in their originality, eclecticism and sense of humor. Their show
package is a stellar mix of styles and songs that audiences of all ages will go
“ballistic” over! Ignition! is:

“Finishing Touch” Wins Senior
Championship at Spring Prelims
By Dennis Ledbetter, baritone, Finishing Touch

Steve, Jim, Phil, and Dennis

Our next competitor, representing the Albuquerque and Bernalillo, New Mexico chapters - Finishing
Touch! What a thrill to be competing in the RMD
Spring Pre-lims with quartets like Nexus, Ignition,
and The Summit! We felt good about the work we
had done to improve our singing.

IGNITION!
Roger Olson, tenor Curtis Terry, lead
Denny Malone, bass James Taylor, baritone
ROGER OLSON - Tenor
Performance analyst and hot air expulsion specialist
A North Dakotan by birth, Roger cut his harmony teeth in high school with
Boundary Creek, a gospel trio he formed with two of his cousins. He joined the
Barbershop Harmony Society while in college in 1987 and has been an a
cappella addict ever since. Roger sang with 1999 Rocky Mountain District
runners-up, Private Reserve.
CURTIS TERRY - Lead
Student and rocket sled crash-test pilot
Curtis hails from St. George, Utah and at 28, is the baby of the quartet. He
is a barbershop brat, having grown up listening to his father Mical crooning lead
with the entertaining Sunland Vocal Band quartet. Despite this vocal legacy,
Curtis has only been singing barbershop for the last three years, first joining with
the Denver MountainAires, then the Sound of the Rockies chorus and notably
with Inside Story, his first quartet. He is a dual member of both chapters.
JAMES TAYLOR - Baritone
Training coordinator and trendy spacesuit designer
JT is a Denver native, but spent several years in the Salt Lake City area,
where the barbershop bug bit him while he attended a show of International
Quartet Champions in 2000. Sitting in the front row, he was nearly cold-cocked
by a runaway pitch pipe dropped by Acoustix baritone Jason January. At that
moment, JT knew he had found his calling. Sound Logik, his first quartet, took
second place in regional competition later that year. JT moved back to the Denver area in 2002.
DENNIS MALONE - Bass
Songwriter, arranger and guy who trains the monkeys
Denny has been barbershopping longer than either Curtis or JT has been
alive. But even more newsworthy is his quartet gold, earned while singing baritone with the 1983 International Champion Side Street Ramblers. A few other
notable quartets Denny has sung with include the Bingo Brothers and Premiere. Arranging is another of his talents, as he crafts most of Ignition’s charts.
Despite all the credentials, Denny remains the humble gentleman of the group.
If you want to infuse your special event with something fun, new and exciting,
please consider Ignition! The quartet is currently accepting show bids for
anything from birthdays to barn-raisings. For the full skinny, please contact the
skinny guy, Curtis Terry (of course) at 720-364-5800 or curlymt@comcast.net.

We were the third competitor of the evening Friday
night, and we wanted to perform our best two songs
since the senior contest winner was determined on
Friday night, and our reason for competing was to try
to win the senior trophy. As it turned out, only eight
quartets had entered the Prelims, so all eight quartets
qualified for the second round on Saturday afternoon.
We would not learn our fate until after Saturday’s
competition. The audience Friday night was great, but
with so many quartets competing from the Denver
chapter, the audience strongly favored those quartets.
We sang and performed flawlessly, and felt we had
done the best we could do. The audience thought so
too, as we received a very favorable response.
Saturday’s audience was larger since even more
people arrived to hear the Gas House Gang’s final
concert. We sang in fifth position on Saturday afternoon, and once again, put our best effort into the performance. After the performances, it seemed like an
eternity before the points were tallied, but finally the
announcements were made — your 2005 Senior
Quartet Champions, Finishing Touch!
At first I couldn’t believe what I thought I heard,
and then, an uncontrollable scream of joy worked its
way though my voice box and we all jumped out of
our seats, and went to the stage to accept our trophy.
We were hoping to win the Senior trophy, but we were
even more thrilled to find out shortly after the announcements, that we had placed fourth place overall,
and bettered some quartets that had knocked us out
of the top ten last fall on that very stage.
What a show Saturday night….to us, the thrill of
performing on that show, along with the three top finishing quartets, was greater than hearing Gas
House Gang. The pressure was off and we could
sing any two songs we wanted, so we were relaxed
and had some fun on stage. We now get to enjoy our
reign as the 2005 Rocky Mountain District Senior
Quartet champions. We are going to enjoy it!
Thanks to Dick Lambert, editor, New Mexi-Chords
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Competing Quartet Photo’s

Ignition!

NeXus

The Summit

Finishing Touch

Rocky Mountain High

SoundScape

The Kowalski Twins

The B Shop 4

Quartet scores
on page 18

Invitational results
on page 19

Sterling Silver

Quartet personnel
on page 19

May/June Vocal Expressions 2005 — Page 17

Rocky Mountain Invitational Competitors

Billings, Montana Small Chorus

Harmony of the Rockies Denver Mile High VLQ

“The Judges” VLQ

Scottsbluff, Nebraska Small Chorus

Our hostestess: Centennial Blend Sweet Adelines, Ft. Collins, Colorado
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OFFICIAL SCORING SUMMARY, SPEBSQSA, Inc.,
Rocky Mountain District, Quartet Contest Semi-Finals & Finals, Cheyenne, Wyoming, April 8-9, 2005

Quartet Finals
1 Ignition!
2 NeXus
3 The Summit
4 Finishing Touch
5 Rocky Mountain High
6 SoundScape
7 Sterling Silver
8 The Kowaski Twins

Song

MUS PRS

SNG

Subt

Prev

Total

Avg

I Want A Girl
You’re Nobody ’Til Somebody Loves You
Blue Skies
If I Had You
Just A Cottage Small (By A Waterfall)
Let The End Of The World Come Tomorrow
Where Have My Old Friends Gone?
Floatin’ Down To Cotton Town
There’s A Rose On Your Cheek
Sweet Georgia Brown
Where The Southern Roses Grow
Cross That Mason Dixon Line
Bright Was The Night
My Wife, The Dancer
M-O-T-H-E-R (Parody)
M-a-m-m-y (Parody)

153
153
148
151
144
139
127
132
123
120
114
120
113
103
103
114

156
156
150
152
147
143
126
125
127
123
128
121
107
103
101
101

928

897

1825

76.0

912

894

1806

75.2

878

851

1729

72.0

765

728

1493

62.2

738

727

1465

61.0

728

727

1455

60.6

640

701

1341

55.9

659

643

1302

54.2

Subt

Prev

154
156
154
157
152
153
125
130
124
121
122
123
107
107
120
120

Semi-Finals
1 Ignition!
2 NeXus
3 The Summit
4 Finishing Touch
5 SoundScape
6 Rocky Mountain High
7 Sterling Silver
8 The Kowalski Twins

Song

MUS PRS

SNG

Total

Avg

On A Slow Boat To China
Old Man Time
Fit As A Fiddle
Jeanie With The Light Brown Hair
What’ll I Do?
Ain’t Misbehavin’
I’d Love To Meet That Old Sweetheart Of Mine
You Make Me Feel So Young

148
149
144
146
138
135
123
123

150
150
154
155
148
151
121
127

150
150
147
148
141
138
117
117

897

74.8

894

74.5

851

70.9

728

60.7

It’s Only A Paper Moon
Mistakes
You Gotta Know How To Love ‘Em
Love Eyes (Medley)
Lazy River
All The World Will Be Jealous Of Me
Wait Till The Sun Shines, Nellie (Parody)
They Go Wild, Simply Wild Over Me

123
120
114
120
113
103
103
114

124
121
122
123
107
107
120
120

127
123
128
121
107
103
101
101

727

60.6

727

60.6

701

55.9

643

54.2

Quartets scoring 1824 points or greater qualify for the International Quartet Contest next July.
Finishing Touch is the District Seniors Quartet Champion.
The B-Shop 4 is the College Quartet Champion.

OFFICIAL SCORING SUMMARY, SPEBSQSA, Inc.,
Rocky Mountain District, Quartet Finals, Cheyenne, Wyoming, April 8, 2005
Quartet Semi-Finals
1 The B-Shop 4

Song

MUS

PRS

SNG

Coney Island Baby
Let’s Get Away From It All

125
116

121
117

115
113

Subt

Prev

Total

Avg

707

58.9

Panel of Judges
Administrators

Music

Presentation

Singing

Kent McClean, CSD
Dick Girvin, FWD

Chris Arnold, ONT
Ron Black, SWD

Jim Bagby, CSD
Jim Massey, SWD

Don Kahl, SWD
Joe Liles, LOL
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OFFICIAL SCORING SUMMARY, SPEBSQSA, Inc.,
Rocky Mountain District, Chorus Finals, Cheyenne, Wyoming, April 9, 2005

Chapter/Nickname

Song

MUS PRS

SNG

1 Billings, Montana
Big Sky Chorus (2,3,4)
2 Pocatello, Idaho
Idaho Gateway Chorus (2,3,4)
3 Denver Mile High VLQ
Harmony of the Rockies (1,3,4)
4 Scottsbluff, Nebraska
Sugar Valley Singers (2,3,4)

Sweet Adeline
I Never See Maggie Alone
Smilin’ Through
Always
Only You
Shoo-Fly Pie And Apple Pan Doody
If I Had My Way
Row, Row, Row

111
115
102
109
92
113
105
110

120
116
110
116
103
104
104
100

129
133
105
111
110
123
109
115

SUB AVG

Cnt

ENT TOT

724

60.3

23

75

799

653

54.4

16

50

703

645

53.8

11

25

670

643

53.6

29

100

743

Contest Legend
1 = Rocky Mountain District Very Large Quartet, 2 = Rocky Mountain District Small Chorus,
3 = Rocky Mountain District Entertainment Chorus, 4 = Rocky Mountain District Overall Chorus

Denver Mile High VLQ is the Rocky Mountain District Very Large Quartet Champion.
Billings, Montana is the District Small Chorus Champion.
Scottsbluff, Nebraska is the District Entertainment Chorus Champion.
Billings, Montana is the District Overall Chorus Champion.

U.S. Male Miketesters
Sterling, Colorado
Tracy Lockhart, Brad Anderson,
Curt Kimball, James Peters

Ignition!
Denver Mile High, Colorado
Roger Olson, Curtis Terry,
Jim Taylor, Denny Malone

The B-Shop 4 College
Arvada West High School, Arvada, Colorado
John Rotola, Ben Cross,
John Francis, Kevin Quackenbush

Rocky Mountain High
Rexburg, Idaho
Jeff Quick, Scott Rigby,
Cecil Ricks, John Quick

The Summit
Bernalillo County, New Mexico
Tim MacAlpine, Shawn Mondragon,
Matt Vaive, Marco Gonzalez

Sterling Silver
Senior
Denver Mile High, Colorado & Frank Thorne
Jack Gibbs, Jeff Mershon,
Art Booth, Bill Stone

Finishing Touch
Senior
Albuquerque & Bernalillo County, New Mexico
Steve Cooper, Jim Law,
Dennis Ledbetter, Phil Middleton

SoundScape
Pocatello, Idaho
Steve Erlandson, Gary Dunn,
Mike Louden, Chris Midgyette

The Kowalski Twins
Denver Mile High, Colorado
Bob Young, Bill Foster,
Bege Martin, Dale Vaughn

NeXus
Denver Mile High, Colorado
Nate Zenk, Ryan Wilson,
Mike Davidson, Mark Zenk
Tenor, Lead, Baritone, Bass
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District Directory
S-022 Albuquerque
Central United Methodist Church
1615 Copper NE
Albuquerque, NM 87106
New MexiChords Chorus
Meets on: TUE at 7:00
Phone: 505-291-8407
singers@newmexichords.com
www.newmexichords.com
S-020 Bernalillo County
Mesa View United Methodist Church
4701 Montano Road NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120
Duke City Chorus
Meets on: THU at 7:00
Phone: 505-281-5187
wfchambers@direcway.com
www.dukecitychorus.com
S-033 Billings
Lincoln Center Music Room
415 N 39th Street (NW entrance)
Billings, MT 59101
Big Sky Chorus
Meets on: TUE at 7:30
Phone: 406-254-6781
rhborn@earthlink.net
S-001 Boulder
Community United Church of Christ
2650 Table Mesa Drive
Boulder, CO 80303
Timberliners Chorus
Meets on: TUE at 7:30
Phone: 303-499-0788
jcg@qadas.com
www.harmonize.com/timberliners
S-016 Burley
Rupert Harmony Hall
123 K Street
Rupert, ID 83350
Snake River Flats Chorus
Meets on: TUE at 7:30
Phone: 208-436-6047
mikeh@sd151.k12.id.us
S-083 Cache Valley
Advanced Restoration
3120 N. Main
Logan, UT 84341
Bridgerland Barbershop Chorus
Meets on: THU at 7:00
Phone: 435-245-5870
rubroke55@hotmail.com

S-079 Casper
Middle Cross Ministry
1744 S. Poplar St.
Casper, WY 82601
Oil City Slickers Chorus
Meets on: THU at 7:00
Phone: 307-234-1460
moparchadwy@msn.com
S-084 Cedar City
Southwest ATC
510 W 800 S
Cedar City, UT 84720
Iron County Minors Chorus
Meets on: THU at 7:00
Phone: 435-586-4993
jimchris@skyviewmail.com
S-078 Cheyenne
1st Congregational Church
3501 Forest Drive
Cheyenne, WY 82001
Wyomingaires Chorus
Meets on: MON at 7:30
growe@sisna.com
S-009 Colby
Colby United Methodist Church
950 S Franklin
Colby, KS 67701
Tumbleweed Chorus
Meets on: THU at 8:00
Phone: 785-462-3004
dkready@st-tel.net
S-091 Colorado Springs Metro
St. Paul's United Methodist Church
2111 Carlton Avenue
Colorado Springs, CO 80132
Peak Experience Chorus
Meets on: MON at 7:00
Phone: 719-528-8702
woody@peakexperiencechorus.org
www.peakexperiencechorus.org
S-002 Colorado Springs Pikes Peak
Village Christian Church
3113 Primrose Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80907
America The Beautiful Chorus
Meets on: TUE at 7:00
Phone: 719-596-6011
ecdj@att.net
www.atbchorus.com

S-028 Denver MountainAires
Edgewater Community Church
2497 Fenton Street
Edgewater, CO 80215
Denver MountainAires Chorus
Meets on: TUE at 7:30
Phone: 303-237-3271
magicdover@comcast.net
www.mountainaires.com
S-003 Denver Mile High
St Luke's United Methodist Church
8817 S Broadway
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129-2301
Sound of The Rockies Chorus
Meets on: THU at 7:00
Phone: 303-987-2116
gequelch@frii.com
www.soundoftherockies.com
S-024 Durango
Christ the King Lutheran Church
495 Florida Ave
Durango, CO 81301
Narrow Gauge Chorus
Meets on: TUE at 7:00
Phone: 970-259-0313
information@durangobarbershoppers.com
www.durangobarbershoppers.com
S-082 Garfield County
Methodist Church
824 Cooper Ave
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
Mountain Sounds Chorus
Meets on: TUE at 7:30
Phone: 970-285-9526
larryt@sopris.net
S-089 Grand County
St John the Baptist Episcopal
390 E Garnet
Granby, CO 80446
Grand Chorale Chorus
Meets on: TUE at 7:15
Phone: 970-726-0343
joyceclair@hotmail.com
S-014 Grand Junction
Holy Family School
786 26 ½ Road
Grand Junction, CO 81501
Bookcliff Chorus
Meets on: TUE at 7:30
Phone: 970-242-8643
bookcliffchorus@ bresnan.net
http://home.bresnan.net/~bookcliffchorus
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District Directory
S-088 Idaho Falls
Fairwinds-Sand Creek
3310 Valencia Dr
Idaho Falls, ID 83404
Eagle Rock Station Chorus
Meets on: WED at 8:00
Phone: 208-524-3217
ckjensen@cableone.net
S-004 Longmont
St Stephen’s Episcopal Church
1303 South Bross Lane
Longmont, CO 80501
Longs Peak Chorus
Meets on: WED at 7:00
Phone: 303-922-3804
behnetn@Louisville.Stortek.com
www.harmonize.com/Longmont
S-017 Los Alamos Area
United Church of Los Alamos
2525 Canyon Road
Los Alamos, NM 87544
Lads of Enchantment Chorus
Meets on: THU at 7:00
Phone: 505-753-3781
betty.bill.wilson@comcast.net
S-006 Loveland
1st Christian Church
2000 N Lincoln Ave
Loveland, CO 80538
Valentine City Chorus
Meets on: TUE at 7:00
Phone: 970-532-3292
PA1936@AOL.COM
www.valentinecitychorus.com
S-037 Montrose
Methodist Church
518 Hersum
Olathe, CO 81425
Black Canyon Chorus
Meets on: THU at 7:00
Phone: 970-240-1801
williesut@aol.com
www.blackcanyonchorus.org
S-007 Northern Black Hills
Spearfish Senior Service Center
1306 10th
Spearfish, SD 57783
Northern Black Hills Chorus
Meets on: THU at 7:00
Phone: 605-642-5196
djunek@mato.com

S-090 Ogallala
United Church of Christ
302 N Spruce
Ogallala, NE 69153
Cowboy Capital Chorus
Meets on: TUE at 7:00
Phone: 308-284-8358
Roygod@gpcom.net
www.harmonize.com/ccc

S-005 San Juan County
Reorganized Church of LDS
219 W 30th Street
Farmington, NM 87401
Four Corners Harmony Chorus
Meets on: THU at 7:30
Phone: 505-326-4306
cncspencer@brainstorm.com
www.fourcornersharmony.com

S-008 Pocatello
Central Christian Church
918 East Center
Pocatello, ID 83201
Idaho Gateway Chorus
Meets on: THU at 8:00
Phone: 208-237-2623
DRommel685@aol.com
www.idahogatewaychorus.com

S-010 Santa Fe
Zia United Methodist Church
303 Richards Ave. S.
Santa Fe, NM 87505
Santa Fe Harmonizers Chorus
Meets on: MON at 6:45
Phone: 505-466-1731
charlesbarbee@msn.com

S-076 Pueblo
First Congregational Church
228 W Evans Ave
Pueblo, CO 81004
Sunsational Chorus
Meets on: TUE at 7:30
Phone: 719-564-6975
hlukenbill@comcast.net
www.gopueblo.com/sunsationals
S-018 Rapid City
Central High School Choir Room
433 Mt Rushmore Rd N
Rapid City, SD 57701
Shrine of Democracy Chorus
Meets on: THU at 7:00
Phone: 605-348-2683
JimGogolin@aol.com
www.shrineofdemocracychorus.org
S-015 Rexburg
Rexburg Tabernacle
73 N. Center Street
Rexburg, ID 83440
Carousel Chorus
Meets on: THU at 8:00
Phone: 208-520-1499
rob_doo@msn.com
S-035 Salt Lake City
Sunday Anderson Senior Center
868 West 900 south
Salt Lake City, UT 84115
Beehive Statesmen Chorus
Meets on: WED at 6:30
Phone: 801-495-1604
RALLEN@JPS.NET
www.beehivestatesmen.org

S-043 Scottsbluff
First Christian Church
21st & Ave. A
Scottsbluff, NE 69361
Sugar Valley Singers Chorus
Meets on: TUE at 7:00
Phone: 308-635-3250
cnichols1@bbc.net
S-030 Sterling
Room 219 E.S. French Hall
Northeastern Jr. College
Sterling, CO 80751
Centennial State Chorus
Meets on: MON at 7:30
Phone: 970-522-7566
Tracyl@sterlingcomputer.net
S-068 Utah Valley
Mountain View High School
645 W. Center St. Room #3
Orem, UT 84057
Utah Valley Skyline Chorus
Meets on: TUE at 7:30
Phone: 800-585-7464
gene.evey@Juno.com
S-081 Wasatch Front
South Valley Unitarian Church
6800 South 2000 East
Salt Lake City, UT 84105
Saltaires Show Chorus
Meets on: THU at 7:00
Phone: 801-451-8434
gary.forsberg@hill.af.mil
www.saltaires.org
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CEO Search begins
The Barbershop Harmony Society seeks a leader for its headquarters office. President Rob Hopkins has appointed Charlie Davenport, Jim Sams and Dennis Cook to the CEO Search Team. Cook will chair the team. Please consider this the official “invitation for
applications.” Applications must be submitted to the search team by May 16th. View position description and performance expectations at: www.spebsqsa.org/ceosearch. Submit confidential credentials to CEO Search Committee by email: ceosearch@spebsqsa.org.
If you know a qualified prospect, member or non-member, encourage that person to give this fine opportunity to serve our Society
serious consideration. Members interested in applying should review the required qualifications at the website listed above and discuss
the need for relocation with their family, then prepare and submit a responsive resume by May 16th. The Search Team hopes to be
able to consider a large field of qualified, enthusiastic applicants. All applicants will be apprised of their consideration status at an appropriate time as the search proceeds. This position is also being posted publicly through major newspapers, using the following ad:

CEO, SPEBSQSA
Opportunity: Serve as CEO of this 31,000-member, non-profit Barbershop Harmony Society of male singers
Opportunity: Lead planning. Align and inspire staff and volunteers to achieve the new Society Vision and Missions.
Opportunity: Develop staff expertise and execution in program, employee, systems and public promotion development.
Opportunity: Provide guidance and support for all activities to accomplish membership growth.
Opportunity: Lead and direct 30+ person staff during relocation transition period into new city headquarters facilities.
Background: Senior level, demonstrated business, industry or associations leadership success required.
Up to the Challenge? View Position Description and Performance Expectations at: www.spebsqsa.org/ceosearch
Submit confidential resume to CEO Search Committee by email to: ceosearch@spebsqsa.org
The Society for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartet Singing in America, Inc.
Deadline: May 16, 2005

RMD Web master Lis t
If your chapter has an active website and is not listed here, please send the information to Steve Jackson
at sjjbullead@comcast.net. If you see anything that needs to be changed, please
contact me ASAP— we need your help to keep this list current. Thank you!
CHAPTER

WEBSITE

WEBMASTER

EMAIL ADDRESS

Albuquerque
Bernalillo County
Boulder
Colo. Springs
Colo. Springs Metro

newmexichords.com
dukecitychorus.com
harmonize.com/timberliners
ATBchorus.com
peakexperiencechorus.org

Tim Tripcony
Steve Cooper
Don Reimer
Leon Buczkowski
Woody Woods

postmaster@timtripcony.com
webmaster@dukecitychorus.com
dreimer@highstream.net
webmaster@ATBchorus.com
woody@grwffyn.com

Denver Mile High
Denver MountainAires
Durango
Farmington
Grand Junction

soundoftherockies.com
mountainaires.com
durangobarbershoppers.org
fourcornersharmony.com
home.bresnan.net/~bookcliffchorus

Randy Johnson
Paul Dover
Joel Bratsch
Dave Baker
Paul Didier

randy@cyber-nook.com
magicdover@comcast.net
jabratsch@hotmail.com
me@bakerdavid.com
didier@cheerful.com

Longmont
Loveland
Los Alamos
Montrose
Ogallala

harmonize.com/longmont
valentinecitychorus.com
ladsofenchantment.com
blackcanyonchorus.org
harmonize.com/ccc

Paul West
Gerry Swank
Kieman Holland
Gary Armour
Roy Godbolt

Pocatello
Pueblo
Rapid City
Salt Lake City
Wasatch Front

idahogatewaychorus.com
gopueblo/sunsationals
Sodchorus.com
beehivestatesmen.org
Saltaires.org

Gary Dunn
Howard Lukenbill
Ken Weybright
D. Jones
Scott Stevens
Gary Forsberg

Swankybass@cs.com
riseofthethorax@earthlink.net
roygod@gpcom.net
gad@soundscapequartet.com
hlukenbill@comcast.net
kenweybright@rushmore.com
djones@enviropax.com
sstevens@utah.gov
Gary.Forsberg@HILL.af.mil
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Chapter Digest
Black Canyon Chords, Bill Sutton, editor, williesut@aol.com
Montrose, Colorado
Gary W. is making good progress with the Show. There will
be an Award of Harmony again this year, and two names have
popped up for consideration. Larry Wilkinsen will arrange for
vests for all new members with the extra material Don Dufka
procured to make sure this could happen. There will be NO increase in our Chapter dues. The Barnetts and the Suttons have
already registered and made motel reservations for Salt Lake
City.
COUNTRY

Show info: Saturday, May 14, 2005 — 7:30 PM (Warm-up at
6:30) Pavilion (Montrose) — Ignition! from Denver — Advanced
cost: $9.00 — At the door: $10.00 — Groups of 10 or more:
$8.00 per person — Kids 12 and under: Free — Senior anytime
$9.00 — Afterglow will be hosted by Bill Snyer and the Sweet
Adelines — Tickets: $5.00 Show Chairmen: Gary Wilson &
Dave Corso, Award of Harmony: Larry Wilkinson, Tickets:
Rex Pierson, Program/poster: Bill Sutton, Guest quartet host:
Larry Wilkinson, Patron donations: Larry Wilkinson, Afterglow:
Bill Snyer, Script: Gary W. and Dave C. Music: Music Committee Directors: Marge McCarty, Tom Chamberlain, and Larry
Estes.
The Spring Convention is April 8-9. Barnett and Bill Sutton
are going. Larry and Sally Wilkinson are going. Carl and Rajean Schultz are going.
Editor Bill Sutton reports: For the 18 of us that went to the
Delta Correctional Facility on Tuesday night it was a wonderful
outreach ministry in song that seemed to reach out to all of the
men in attendance. The audience was quite attentive, polite and
obviously enjoyed our presentation. Our director Marge led us
and we had a good time. It touched my heart to reach out to
those in attendance. The auditorium was well designed with a
low ceiling over the stage area. This ceiling sloped gently higher
toward the audience area which provided quality sound projection. It was a good evening and I imagine most if not all of us
look forward to a repeat. Last, but not least, our thanks to Marge.
There was some mention of the fact that with Marge present we
seem to be better behaved – don’t know who said that. Thanks
to Vern D. for making it happen.
President Larry Wilkinsen observes that: “with show time
rapidly approaching, the pace will have to pick up if we are going
to put on a top notch performance. This means that we will have
to have all the songs down pat! There are however, many more
tasks that need to be done, such as setting stage props, selling
tickets, and helping with the afterglow and cleanup. So, if you’re
asked to help, please don't be a shrinking violet! With everyone
pitching in, I'm sure this will be another gala event.”
Kudos to the Cheyenne Chapter for putting on one swell
time, known as a Convention by those in the RMD and Society high levels. It was more like a weekend of good music,
fellowship, great entertainment, and even a meeting, Fortunately there were only 8 (good) quartets vying for recognition and a possible, but remote, chance to sing in Salt Lake
City in July. Our GUEST quartet for our May show was also
the only quartet to qualify to compete in Salt Lake City —
IGNITION! The best thing about the weekend was the performance of one of my favorite quartets, The Gas House
Gang. Man, they still sound great, and they are really funny.

Thanks to all of the BCBC
members that made the Yard
Sale a big success! As several
had predicted, there were customers there before 7:00 AM.
Larry Estes must have done a
"bang up job" advertising cuz we
had a good turnout. We had sold
most of the bigger items well
before noon when we packed up
and went home. the final tally
will be over $700.00. we reached
the goal of generating sufficient
funds to buy 35 new comfortable
chairs for practice, and for the church. We had enough of
the membership at the sale so the workload on each individual was easy to handle
Larry W, our President, will MC the second half of the
show. Phil Plumb has agreed to be our first half MC as well
as MCing the Afterglow. In order to tie our uniforms in with
the patriotic theme, all men that will sing on stage should
wear WHITE shirts with your red/blue vests.
Is it time to design a new chorus logo? Is it time to rethink our chorus name to demonstrate that we are more regionally represented rather than only from Montrose? Do we
want more support from areas like Delta and Cedaredge?
President Larry Wilkinsen says, “I hope that all of you
who were at rehearsal last Thursday night, 4-21-05, felt the
energy with which we sang. In this instance energy can be
described as vitality, spirit, verve or animation. It's the little
things we can add to our performance that will put us in another class above the rest. Larry E. gave us several little
moves that we can do that, when done automatically and
together, will give the appearance of a well disciplined chorus. Also a group that enjoys what they are doing. It even
feels great when we sing with vigor, intensity and attention.
Two upcoming performances: Saturday, May 21 American Legion Breakfast, 9:00 am, Friendship Hall and Thursday, May 26th, Spring Creek Chalet, 6:30 pm.

NeXus invited to compete at International Contest in Salt Lake City
The third quartet from our Denver Mile High chapter,
NeXus, will be competing in the Barbershop Harmony Society’s annual International competition in Salt Lake City in
July, it was revealed today.
NeXus will join Storm Front and Ignition! on stage at
the gala event, making Denver Mile High the leaders in
having competitors in the quartet contest. Four quartets
from the Rocky Mountain District will compete, with Reprise from Salt Lake City joining our trio of Denver choristers.
From the May 5 Mile High Hi-Lites, Jim Jensen, editor
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Wasatch News,
Reporter Gary Forsberg
Gary.forsberg@hill.gov
Wasatch Front chapter, Salt Lake City, Utah
On Thursday, March 31, 2005, the Saltaires Show Chorus
from the Wasatch Front Chapter participated in the “Night of
Honor” concert organized by Associated Food Stores. The show
was at Abravanel Symphony Hall, home of the Utah Symphony
and Opera, and the 1800-seat auditorium was filled nearly to capacity. The show honored Utah servicemen and women active
or called to active duty for the Afghan and Iraq campaigns. Over
85% of Guard and Reserve personnel were called up.
The Saltaires opened the show with the National Anthem,
and then did 35 minutes, followed by Diamond Rio, a six-man
band honored as one of best-loved and most-awarded country
music organizations. They are six times Vocal Group of the
Year, and recipients of the Minnie Pearl Humanitarian
Award, and other philanthropic honors. Besides that, they’re
some of the nicest guys you’d want to meet.
Two of the band members heard the National Anthem
through the monitors in the green room, and immediately came
to the auditorium to stand backstage during the Saltaires’ entire
performance. The chorus proceeded to wow the audience with
patriotic and barbershop numbers, receiving four standing ovations. As the Saltaires exited, one of the men remarked to president Rich Elggren, “Thanks a lot! You expect us to follow an
act like that?”
Throughout their performance, Diamond Rio complimented
the Saltaires, and kidded them a lot, too. For example, “The
Saltaires are awesome, huh? I just don’t know where they got so
many white coats. I feel a little underdressed!” and “The Saltaires really rock. I’ve never heard so many bald guys sing so
high! Maybe we should shave our heads?” Associated Food
Stores folks have enquired in great numbers about future Saltaires shows, and the hierarchy has called to ask them to be
ready for next year, as well. Rave reviews and the great high of
a job well done have the Saltaires striving for new heights of
performance!
Gary L Forsberg
Marketing/Public Relations VP
Saltaires Show Chorus

Saltaires 2005 Annual Spring Show
"The Saltaires School of Rock"
Murray High School
5440 S State
Murray, Utah
June 17 - June 18, 2005
The annual Saltaires Show Chorus spring show
featuring such songs as "Lazy Day,"
"The Best of Doo-Wop,
"Sh-Boom" and the "Battle Hymn of the Republic".
Special Guests:
QuadraVox, 2003 RMD Champs
Senior Class Reunion,
2003 International Seniors Bronze Medallists

Barbershop comedy at its funniest!

Nancy Avalon

Master of Ceremonies
Character Actress
Script Writer and Comedian

Invite this electric form of entertainment into your
next chorus show or contest setting.

For a great time, call 303-794-5227
or navalon@att.net
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Chapter Digest

Chapter Digest

Weekly Update, editor Russ Born, rhborn@earthlink.net
Billings, Montana

High notes, Gil Norris, editor, ghn@infionline.net
Longmont, Colorado

The last few weeks have been eventful ones for the Big Sky
Chorus! On April 9th, the chorus competed in the Rocky Mountain District Small Chorus Contest at Cheyenne, WY. When the
scores were tabulated, the chorus had won the contest by nearly
75 points and was crowned District Small Chorus Champions.
By acclimation of the judges and the audience, we also were
awarded the title of Champions of the 2005 RMD Invitational

Mr. Longmont, David Waddell, wrote an excellent article on
why we should attend our district conventions. It made for good
reading— see page 4 for the complete article.

The following weekend, April 16th, the chorus presented our
Annual Show titled “Joe’s Barbershop”. The story, as told by
the chorus and “Joe (played by noted Billings playwright and
director A. J. Kalanick)”, along with the help of chapter quartets,
took the audience back to the time many years ago when they
rehearsed in an oversized barbershop in downtown Billings that
just happened to be owned by Barbershop Quartet aficionado,
Joe. Inside the rehearsal hall the chorus is preparing for their upcoming show as they sing old favorites such as “It Had to Be
You, Always, Old St. Louie, Sweet Adeline” and more.
Joining the award winning Big Sky Chorus on stage were
this year’s Special Guests “Montana Sapphire Chorus” which is
the Billings Chapter of Sweet Adelines, Inc. and “Vocalocity”
the outstanding Varsity choir from Billings Central High School.
We finished up our Hat Trick of events by traveling to Miles
City, MT on April 23rd to perform our second annual show with
the Custer County High School Chorale. We considered it our
privilege to share the stage with one of the finest choral groups,
high school or college, in the Pacific Northwest. The 40 member
“Chorale” had just returned from performing at Carnegie Hall in
New York City. The standards this group sets for itself are remarkable, and have resulted in near flawless performances every
time we’ve heard them. Each member of the “Chorale” is obligated to take professional voice lessons, which is apparent from
the very first chord. All of us Barbershoppers could take a lesson from this fabulous group when it comes to their professionalism, and commitment to musical excellence!
On Monday, May 2nd the Big Sky Chorus has been invited to
perform at the weekly meeting of the Billings Rotary Club. This
will be a wonderful opportunity for Montana’s premier all-male
a cappella choral group to perform for a new, and potentially
influential, audience.

At March 8 Board meeting, Donna Bustamante gave a
report on the Women’s Auxiliary. Show committee reports that
a high school chorus from Berthoud will be on our show during
the
break. Jack Moss said that best place for the afterglow was
the 3 Margaritas restaurant on North Main. Show flyers for the
show will be going to 1,400 businesses in the area. Four ads
will be in
the Times Call prior to the show. We are making contact with
local radio and TV for ads. We have arranged for a room at the
mall for practice night. Chorus has been asked to sing at Roosevelt Park at the kick-off for the summer music series on June
7th.
Web site has been updated with pictures of the presentation of the award to John Coffin and the installation of officers.
We have started a sign up sheet for those interested in a VLQ.
Its practice might be 30 minutes prior to the regular meeting.
The BCMT benefit will be on June 4 at Boulder.
Bill Fullmer and Bill Westley, the uniform and logo committee, presented two possible logos. Neither was greeted with
overwhelming support. The Longmont guys are pondering a
chorus name change and they’re changing uniforms to a red
jacket with black pants and shirt and a white tie with black patent leather shoes.
A motion was made to create two positions from the current
VP of Development and Public Relations. Harry Hoffman will
become the VP of Public Relations and Dave Waddell will become the VP of Development. Burdette Cain’s wife, Norma,
has passed away
Thanks to Bob Grigsby for sharing the Ahlberg Funeral
Chapel’s article. Thanks also to the Eleventh Hour quartet
guys (one of Norma’s favorites) for singing at her services.
“Norma Poirot Cain of Longmont died Tuesday, March 1 2005
at HospiceCare of Boulder and Broomfield Counties Care Center in Louisville. She was 82.”
With an active Board, a good supporting administration, a
dynamic new director in Chris Vaughn, and a name change
and an image update, it ‘s easy to see that the Longmont chapter is going places. Their mission: "We provide each member

Deadline for the summer issue of the RMD Vocal Expressions will be June 15th
Pick up your tickets in Salt Lake City
Your tickets will be waiting for you in Salt Lake City. We will NOT be mailing out your registrations with tickets this year. Cut
off for registrations will be June 15th. After that, you may register at the Special Events booth. To expedite the process upon your
arrival in Salt Lake City, go to the headquarters hotel, the Grand America, Grand Ballroom. Proceed to the Registration booths,
which will be arranged alphabetically by last name. Pick up a registration packet that will include your registration, name badges,
and tickets for all events you have purchased. We will also have tour information, special events forms, convention programs and
more. We expect this system will make the entire process faster for you, and ensure that all your tickets are in your hands on time.
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Sing better, have more fun at Harmony
College/Directors College 2005
Classes bring more value to Int’l convention
Tuesday: 3:00-3:45 pm — Singing for Life with Jim DeBusman
Always a popular and educational class, Jim will teach you about
singing in good quality and how singing better can make your barbershop experience even better.
Tuesday: 4:00-4:45 pm — Thursday 10:00-11:00 am
TAG, ANYONE? with Bill Rashleigh and Jim Bagby
Take an hour out of your busy convention schedule to sing some
tags. We will cover the gambit of all tags, from gut-busters to tearjerkers, even some new ones that haven’t been published before.
You’ll have a great time.
Thursday: 9:00-10:00 am — Gold Medal Hour with Gotcha!
Spend an hour with your current international quartet champions
Gotcha. Here's an opportunity for you to ask the question you've always wanted answered by our champs. Learn about their rehearsal
techniques; how they formed their quartet and how they make their
music better. Hear lots of great singing from Gotcha!
Thursday: 10:00-11:00 am — Family Sing with Freddie King
Bring your entire family and join Freddie King in song. Sing
songs you know and some you might not. Sing along with Farris
Collins, and others too, will make a guest appearance. Your entire
family will love this experience!

Mark your calendar now for July 31 — August 7,
2005, for a new harmony experience!
A Prestigious New Location!
The Ohio State University
promises excellent housing
and amenities, the wonderful 2,400 - seat Mershon
Auditorium, and room for
a BIG show.
Easy Access
Easy driving distance for
more than half of our
members! Just 190 miles from Windsor, Ontario!
New! Be a commuter student --sleep at home, come
to HCDC for classes.

Thursday: 10:00-11:00 am — So You Wanna Be a Judge?
Ed Waesche, Dwain Brobst, and Brian Barford
Learn how judges judge. Ed Waesche, Dwain Brobst and Brian
Barford will briefly discuss each category. Then the Cardinal District's Keep 'em Guessin' quartet will sing a couple of songs so these
judges can demonstrate how they reach their final scores.
Friday: 9:30-10:30 am — Master Class with Ambassadors of
Harmony directed by Jim Henry
The Ambassador’s journey to the championship started 25 years
ago when they placed last in their first district competition. Experience some of the techniques and philosophies that won them the gold
making them champions not just of the Society, but in the hearts of
Barbershoppers as well.
Friday: 9:30-10:30 am — Chicagoland: The Cradle of Barbershop Civilization with Buzz Haeger and Marty Mendro
Two of the giants of the early years of the Society discuss what it
was like in the Chicago #1 Chapter. Imagine chapter meetings with
so many people it has to be held in an auditorium; imagine dozens of
quartets from all over the Midwest performing every week; it was
great. Come and hear about those days for yourself from two gold
medal winners who not only know the history, but lived it.
Friday: 9:30-10:30 am — Master Class with Texoma Sound
Here's your opportunity to hear and see our current Senior Quartet International Champions in person. Whether you’re 5 or 85, here's
your chance to find out just how fun it can be to sing for life. Learn
the nuts and bolts of how it's done.
Friday: 2:30-3:30 pm — Next Generation Trivia Master:
Patrick McAlexander and Joe Connelly
At the Louisville Convention, there emerged an 11-year old boy
who knew his stuff when it came to Barbershop Trivia. Patrick
McAlexander did such an incredible job that he has been promoted to
faculty for this class. Stop by and try to stump him. Oh, Joe Connelly
volunteered to assist him, hoping to learn a couple of new bits of information.

Register now: Download a registration packet at
www.spebsqsa.org/hcdc or call 800-876-SING.
See our ad in the May Harmonizer.

Friday: 2:30-3:30 pm — Maintaining a Healthy Voice, Russ Young
Join Russ in learning how to keep your voice healthy and functioning at its best. You'll have fun and learn lots!
Friday: 3:30-5:00 pm — Inside the Director’s Studio
with Jim and Greg Clancy, moderated by Bill Rashleigh
Modeled after the hit series “Inside the Actor’s Studio” this class
will get up front with two of the legends of the Society, Jim and Greg
Clancy. Ever wondered how they designed the music team of the Vocal
Majority? Ever wondered how Jim developed his conducting style?
Ever wondered what is has been like for Greg to follow in the footsteps
of his father? This hour and a half session will probe into these and
other questions.
Not a Members Only user? No problem -- use the
Priority Code found on your Harmonizer address label.
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Saltaires Join In On “Night of Honor - Celebrating Our Soldiers”
with Diamond Rio April 1, 2005
Associated Food Stores planned a truly remarkable evening of entertainment for Food Show 2005. The “Night of Honor - Celebrating Our Soldiers” was held Thursday, March 31 at Abravanel Hall in the heart of Salt Lake City featuring country music stars Diamond Rio and special guests the Saltaires Show Chorus.
The event was held in conjunction with Associated’s annual food show which brings in retailers from across the Intermountain
West. Keeping with the community theme of the show, and knowing Associated’s retailers use only a portion of the available seats in
the auditorium, Associated decided to offer seats, free of charge, to any military personnel who had served on active duty since September 2001. These servicemen and women were invited to join in a special performance in their honor with Associated Food Stores'
retailers. The hope was to honor and provide a date-night for these soldiers with their significant other.
Since the September 11 attacks on our country, tens of thousands of servicemen and women have been called to active duty
across the nation. Utah has had the opportunity to play a special
part in this initiative as 85 percent of Utah’s available troops,
higher than any other state in the nation, were deployed in the
initial stages of the War on Terror.
“As Americans, we are proud of the response and willingness of our soldiers to heed this call,” said Steven Dunham, Associated Food Stores event organizer. “This ‘Night of Honor,’ to
celebrate our soldiers is an ideal way for Associated to recognize those individuals who have given so much to our nation and
our communities.”
The night began promptly at 8:00 p.m. with an introduction
and tribute to the flag of the United States of America by fourtime Paralympic medallist in USA Men's Wheelchair Basketball,
Mike Schlappi.
Following the tribute, the Saltaires Show Chorus took the
stage and provided a patriotic and stirring rendition of “The Star
Spangled Banner” and “Battle Hymn of the Republic.” After a
standing ovation, a combination of barbershop harmony songs
and an armed forces medley tribute ended with a second standing ovation. Concluding the Saltaires portion of the show with
“Let There Be Peace On Earth,” a final standing ovation was
received. It was clear that the audience was delighted by the
beautiful harmonizing and amazing vocals as performed in the
barbershop style.
Next, Nashville recording artists and six-time Vocal Group
of the Year Diamond Rio performed. One of country music’s
best-loved and most-awarded bands, the group sang hits from
their chart successes. With their first seven albums certified gold
or platinum, the band scored a No. 1 hit with “Beautiful Mess”
in 2002, followed by the No. 1 hit “I Believe” in 2003. This
sold-out performance was truly one to remember as the entire
community celebrated this “Night of Honor - Celebrating Our
Soldiers.”
Many thanks to Wasatch Front webmaster Scott Stevens — Ed.

DCC NOTES
Bernalillo County Chapter
Albuquerque, New Mexico
East Mountain Artist Series
Gentlemen: How disappointing it was to see all the members
who said they would not be singing at this performance. We have
known about this upcoming important gig for more than a year.
This would be the largest paid performance for the DCC. Please
do everything you can to adjust your schedules to enable you to
perform this Sunday at 3:00 pm at Mountainside UMC. Call time
is 2:00 pm.
Upcoming Performances
Performance April 22nd to thank the Mesa View United Methodist Church for use of the facilities.
Paid performance April 30 at the Macey Center in Socorro,
NM. Call time is 6:30 pm; performance at 7:30 pm.
Annual Show
Performances at Rio Rancho High School Performing Arts
Center, 7 p.m. May 20th. Call time is 6 pm
Performance at Keller Hall, UNM Campus, 7 p.m. Saturday,
May 21st. Call time is 6 pm.
Performance at Keller Hall, UNM Campus, 2 p.m., Sunday
May 22nd. Call time is 1 pm
Information on starting times for sectional rehearsals should
be obtained from your section leader. Special practice notices will
be put on the calendar as soon as they are received from the music vice-president or from the Director. Our Music VP has already
announced that we would be having a special practice on Saturday, April 9th, prior to our Sunday April 10th performance for the
East Mountain Artist Series, but no time or location has been
given at this time.
Showfest
A number of DCC faithful showed up at the Hiland Theater
last Friday for a long day’s work with Showfest. After a few examples of Murphy’s Law early in the day, the performances ran
smoothly, thanks to some quick actions by Tim Steider and several of his able assistants. A special thanks to all who assisted in
making this another successful year for Showfest.

Page 28 — May/June Vocal Expressions 2005

Chapter Digest
ATB Weekly,
Editor, Howie Vroman, ecdj@att.net
Colorado Springs, Colorado
Tuesdays are chapter meetings from 7:00 – 9:30 pm. Visitors
last few weeks have been Gary Hickenlooper, Gary Youtz and
Jeff White. Chorus has grown by six new members over the last
few weeks, too. Thanks, Mark Kasuboski, Chapter Development
VP. Please be in the seats or on the risers within one minute of
hearing the pitch pipe. There is so much to learn from our gifted
director and so little time to do it in.
President Howie Vroman says: “Gentlemen, I can’t begin to
tell you how excited I am over the improvements being made by
our chorus. Many thanks to Brian Beck for teaching; and there is
so much more to learn. Thanks also to Cliff Pape who started
the movement to obtain Brian as our director. If you haven’t sent
a list of names and addresses for our mailing list data base,
please do so now. Please enter names and addresses and email back to Brian Marsh. Interested in becoming a quartet
member? Contact Brian Marsh, our Chapter Quartet Activity
Chair.
April 23rd Sat, April 23 is the Chapter Spring Show. The following Tuesday, April 26th is Guest Night, invite a singer! Then,
on Friday, May 6th, we’ll have a 7:30 pm Show in Canon City (32
signed up to date). Upcoming Daytime Singers shows include
Thursday, April 24th, noon, at the Knights of Columbus, Sheraton
Hotel. In June, they will sing at the Senior Expo, Bridge Assisted
Living Center. Both Gary Hickenlooper and Jeff White have
taken applications to join our chapter.
President Howie Vroman: This past Saturday I had the thrill
of singing in the Denver Mile High show. I am now just as excited about our upcoming ATB show. The key is to put into practice the wonderful skills that Brian Beck is teaching us, to focus
on the task at hand, and to put all our energies into the songs.
The formal Guest Night is on April 26th, just three days after our
show. Now is a good time to start talking it up with singers you
know. Be sure to invite them to our show so they can see what
a quality organization they are being invited to visit! Howie is a
24 year member of SPEBSQSA, sings bass, is President of the
ATB chapter, Secretary in the CS Metro chapter, and is a Manonend in the Sound of the Rockies Chorus. Three chapters,
three chapter positions, and earning a living is keeping Howie on
the move.
Chapter quartet Peak Expression, with Mike Fatiuk filling in
on Bass, delivered over twenty Singing Valentines. Howie says,
”A chorus is no stronger than it’s weakest member. But the weakest member is just as important to us as the strongest member is.
So let’s help and encourage each other…. but without interrupting the director.
We are looking for someone who has a good digital camera,
who is a good photographer, and who is not in our show, to take
a bunch of non-flash photos of the chorus before and during our
evening show. We may also want this same person to take
some shots during our rehearsal on April 14th or 21st. Former
member Dick Shultz is on the Jan/Feb cover of the Harmonizer
Director Brian Beck has been pleased with the recent chorus discipline. The singing has exceeded his expectations. Everyone is paying attention; making major improvements in their
own singing, which is the only way a group improves.

Brian feels sure that the chorus can be singing in the 70’s or
very high 60’s consistently soon; he’s expecting a 74 at the Fall
contest. Says Brian, “Cliff Pape and Wes Dorsey and friends
have done a magnificent job of putting the show together. If you
don’t realize what they’ve accomplished, take a minute to look at
what has to happen: first, the concept itself; a script that makes
sense AND leads into the songs well; the chuck wagon (which
Cliff just went ahead and MADE); handing out of the roles;
choosing the songs – the whole ball of wax. Well done, boys, well
done indeed!”
“I also need to sell ten show tickets to say that I’m a part of
this outfit. We are definitely on the upswing.” An immediate
chapter goal is to recruit twenty good singers. Brian Beck is
working on a book on vocal technique, “Some of you are actually
participating in that book, because as we work together I’m learning too. I hope that it will be simple enough (but plenty informative) that the average Joe will read it and get a lot out of it. I’m
really excited and pleased to be a part of the America the Beautiful chapter. “
Members who need our thoughts and prayers are Don Hoover and Clarence Vergo, both battling cancer, and Pat Dorsey,
wife of Wes, with a brain tumor. Recent visitor Jim Chipman will
be our Stage Manager for our show. ATB member Pete Tyree
has 55 years in the Barbershop Harmony Society. From President Howie: We will be starting on our Fall Contest music and
soon we will also be working on our Christmas Show music. If
you haven’t ever been to an international contest, this is the summer to do it in Salt Lake City. We need you there to cheer on
Saturday Evening Post in their drive for the Gold. We also
have a couple of other RMD quartets that we expect to do well.
Mark your calendars now for the Sound of the Rockies “Go For
The Gold” Show on July 2nd in Denver.
The 2005 Fall Contest is in Cheyenne, Wyoming…...the contest where we will put 50 singers on stage? Our Guest Night
yielded 17 guests. Within 6 weeks, we will be having another
Saturday workshop. The date will be dependent upon the availability of our awesome director, Brian..
Chapter Hype and Pitch Pipe
Editor Paul Brown, donnab1@pmt.org
Burley, Idaho
The show is now history. The MacKenzie Touring Company
was very funny. Chapter had four quartets appear: Dependents:
Claud Bowman, Tom Pierce, Dave Spreier, Duane Knos; 4
Sure: Mike Hoopes, Don MacRae, Wayne Wilske, Russell
Dockter, Rod Draper (yeah, I know, I counted five, too….
hmmm); One Shy: Brian Duncan, David Irish, Mel Pfiefer, Jim
Hartwell; and the Park View Boys: Kraig Felt, Chris Griffin,
Nathan Hatfield, Lee Barfuss.
The Dependents were honored for being the “adhesive” that
held the chapter together for many years. Tom Pierce and Claud
Bowman are charter members — 37 years ago! The guest performers from the area high schools added to the quality entertainment. Director Mike Hoopes resigned after the show — did he
have a “desire to retire?”
A Director Search committee has been formed. The sound
system and emceeing were the focal points of much discussion
following the show — those darn lapel mikes! Stage decorations
were a real hit with plenty of work from Co-chairmen Glen Wilkinson and Jim Hartwell. The desert backdrop was painted by
Margaret Pierce. The stage also featured a realistic portrayal of
a campfire made by rubbing two baritones together. Only out
west!
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Chapter Hype and Pitch Pipe
Editor Paul Brown, donnab1@pmt.org
Burley, Idaho
Paul’s April issue focused upon their director search. Member
Mark Hodge has stepped forth to fill the vacancy temporarily;
each meeting someone different from the chapter will lead a
polecat to get us started (that’s a good idea for every chapter — Ed.). Two anticipated performances should be at United
Electric in Heyburn in May and another at the Paul Cemetery on
Memorial Day— two good places to sing their patriotic repertoire.
Recent guests include Travis Feldner singing baritone (he is
expected to become part of a reorganized quartet—moving parts,
you know. Past president Wally Walker has been poking his
head back in the door — get that man an application! Terry
Walker, also a past member, has been seen in the bass section
singing away. Fred McCoy is another guest singing bass, and
Art Smith is the latest guest to take out an application. Watch
Burley grow. Now, let’s get that arm waver signed up!

Denver MountainAires Chapter

Mountain Talk
Deana Dover, editor, 12x12@comcast.net
Denver MountainAires, Denver, Colorado
Editor Deana Dover’s second Mountain Talk also appeared
simultaneously on our new website, www.mountainaires.com.
Our old website maintained very professionally by past President Bob Kaes has been gracefully folded into a brand new site
designed to market and promote MountainAires barbershopping. Webmaster Paul Dover has posted member photo’s and
pictures from our high school quartet contest Feb. 28th on the
site. Both winning quartets were from Overland High. Boomerang was the boy’s quartet and Tag, You’re It! was the girl’s
quartet. The second place boy’s quartet from Arvada West, the
B-Shop 4, were so excited that they asked YMIH VP Tony
Pranaitis if there were any other contests they could enter. Well,
Tony did some checking around and found that they were eligible to compete in the RMD Collegiate Contest. So they did, and
now they’re on their way to Salt Lake City! Membership VP
Paul Dover handed an anonymous $1,000.00 donation to Tony
for the YMIH fund.
We held our annual show at Westminster High April 16 with
Ignition! headlining and seven of our chapter quartets participating. Our profit was around $1,000.00. We held a great afterglow
right around the corner at the Westminster Elks. Long-time director Jerry Hooper expressed a “desire to retire” and stepped
down following the show. In the wings was lurking our Sound
Coach John Fenner who, in a moment of weakness, succumbed
to the pressure, and agreed to serve as director. Actually, it was a
very painless transition. Jerry gets our eternal gratitude for being
our “pillar of strength” over the years — he has stepped in more
than once when we have lost directors for one reason or another.
He’s the best! Jerry plans on staying in the bass section and serving as Asst. Director.

Our next 90-minute Harmony Showcase will be held June
14 at the Rocky Mountain School of Art and Design in Lakewood and will center around a Flag Day and Father’s theme.
We have five more Showcases planned through the end of the
year plus a YMIH fundraiser (Denver BarberFest IV) in October. About twenty of us visited the Loveland chapter on May
3rd and had a great time.
The Boulder chapter will visit us on May 24, and we’re
talking to our friends in Longmont about a joint meeting, too.
This happens every time I become President — I love to visit
and sing with everyone! We’re planning on singing at Chatauqua in July, too. After Int’l, we just might have to go south
one Thursday evening and sing with our Mile High friends,
too.
We’ve added several new members - Bob Smith, lead,
Bob Johnson, bass, Kris Daughtrey, lead, Ron Skabo, bass,
and Greg Calhoun, lead. Bass Woody Woodward is rejoining the chapter and Bud Schroeder, our PVP, continues to get
healthier after his recent stay in the hospital — many thanks to
Len Wheaton for stepping in and keeping us focused while
Bud was gone. Membership is hovering around 60. Our treasury is sitting just over $16,000.00 thanks to our Harmony
Showcases (and Singing Valentines — $2,100.00). We’re
planning a chapter picnic sometime in August. We’re sending
a few chapter members and a quartet up with Dr. Tony to the
Summer Youth Camp in early June.
Most of our quartets are staying pretty active, even with
the snowy spring weather we’ve been having. The February
“Barbershopper of the Month” was Deana Dover, the March
“Barbershopper of the Month” was Dick Cable, and the
April “Barbershopper of the Month” was Joe DeVigil. Deana
is doing a great job as our editor, Dick was instrumental in
calling the senior center activity directors and promoting our
chapter prior to our show, and Joe has been working behind
the scenes as our Refreshments chairman every week. Every
time I get stuck for a BOTM, someone does something wonderful and it becomes very easy to recognize our hard working
members (and wives). Deana has also become our unofficial
photographer—she doesn’t miss many of our functions!
Besides being President, I sing tenor in Joyful Noise, and
am staying busy judging bulletins for the PROBE contests. As
some of you already know, I was just appointed editor of the
Probemoter, quarterly publication of PROBE. Our Board
meetings are always interesting because sooner or later, someone will ask, “Shed or trailer?” This is an issue that has been
going on for a while now as we are struggling with some storage issues. The church we meet at has limited storage, but
we’re working on it.
We’re got a new Afterglow spot as a bar opened a few
months ago right next to our church. We can literally walk out
the kitchen door and cross a small parking lot and sneak into
the back door while no one is watching. The management
really seems to like us and the patrons act like they’ve never
heard barbershopping before and they are agog! I’ve always
wanted to say that! We start for the door around 11:30 pm and
by the time we reach the front door, we’ve stopped and sung at
every table and it’s 1:00 am! It’s tough being a singer!
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Mile High Hi Lites
Jim Jensen, editor,
jimjenpix@comcast.net
Denver Mile High Chapter
Denver, Colorado

Our membership VP, Russ Kleigel, is planning a Guest Night
on April 7 — an evening of fun and singing – looking for volunteers to make the evening a big success. Director Darin Drown
noted that taping (audio and visual) will take place at every meeting from now on until Int’l. Taping date is April 28 for current
members.
Fourteen members of our chapter will compete Saturday at
the RMD annual spring convention in Cheyenne, Wyoming for the
title of best VLQ in the district. John Coffin, our chapter’s Music
VP, has rounded up the men to perform “Only You” and “Shoo-Fly
Pie” at the event, going by the name of Harmony of the Rockies.
On Sunday, April 17, there will be a performance for Ft. Morgan Performing Arts Association, at 2:00 pm. A bus trip for chapter choristers and wives (and/or significant others) has been
planned by the chapter’s board and full information on it was released by Len Siler, Events VP. As of this week, 44 members
have indicated they will ride on the bus. There is room for 11
more riders. The cost is only $17.00 per seat.
Three chapter quartets will be among nine foursomes at the
RMD Pre-lims and spring convention this week end at Cheyenne,
Wyoming. Competing will be The Kowalski Twins (4th), Ignition! (5th) and NeXus (9th).
Ignition! will be headlining the Denver MountainAires show
April 16, at Westminster High School. Jerry O’Halloran is still
taking reservations for the May 15 showing of “The Music Man”
which features our own Sound Assembly quartet. See Jerry with
your reservation and payment of $17.00 per seat. He’s also found
a near-by restaurant with a brunch for only $8.00.

A total of 36 members of our Denver Mile High Chapter
have donated funds to the Summit Club which will go towards
purchase of new chorus risers, Dan Clark, Imm. Past President,
notified the chapter members last week. The 36 men have donated $8,750 towards the goal of $15,000 needed to purchase the
risers. Dan personally thanked the men who made the donations.
He said five others made pledges to the fund-raising efforts. Dan
said an anonymous member said he would match dollar for dollar every donation made by a SotR member between now and the
spring retreat of June 3-4. The suggested donation of $140.00
will pay for one spot on the new risers. For those who cannot
afford the full amount, a $70.00 donation matched will cover it;
but any donation members can make will be appreciated, Dan
said.
“Our new goal is to raise $3,125 before the matching donation by the June 4 deadline,” Dan said, “and have the new set of
risers ordered before we leave for Salt Lake City in July.” See
Dan with your check or pledge. Our present risers were purchased in 1987, Dan said, and are in need of replacement.
Our chapter will have two quartets in the annual International
convention in Salt Lake City in July. Ignition! came in first at
the RMD Pre-lims last weekend. They’ll join Storm Front on the
stage in S.L.C. The chapter’s spring retreat is set for Friday and
Saturday, June 3 and 4 at The Village in Breckenridge. Events
VP Len Siler has full information on it on the chapter’s web

site, member’s only portion. An up-dated housing form with
additional room configuration info is there, also. Two coaches,
Cindy Hansen and Tony DeRosa, will be there to help us get
ready for competition in July. New member Tim Murphy was
welcomed into our chapter last Thursday by Secretary Dick
Stark. Tim has been in our singing society for five years. Dick
also noted the renewals of the following members; Rich Elliot,
31 years; Doug Porrey, 26; Duane Bosveld, 24; John Manion,
18; Jerry Skaggs, five, and Pete Boldrin, three. Congratulations
to all! Woody Woods will be the 2005 “Go for the Gold” Show
chairman, President Brad Ayers announced this week. A visiting chorus from Sweden will be on hand for the July 2 show at
Grandview High School.
The Members Only Choreography page has been updated
with Band Choreography charts (thanks Woody and Chris) and
Chorus Choreography notes from Cindy Hansen (thanks Mike).
Mike Nogrady is looking for a date in August or September
for the chapter to hold its annual steak fry event at Fred Mason’s
job site.
Six extra rehearsal dates, plus the annual “Go For The Gold”
Show, have been set by the chapter’s music team. The dates are:
Monday, May 9; Tuesday, May 24; Friday, June 3; Saturday,
June 4 (that’s the Breckenridge retreat week end), Monday, June
13 and Monday, June 27. The “Go For the Gold” show is Saturday, July 2. Bob Young is in charge of making certain every
chorus member knows of the dates and he’s keeping track of
those who find it impossible to attend any date.
The Sterling Centennial State Chapter will hold its annual
show on Saturday, May 7, with performances at 2:30 and 7 p.m.
Ignition, RMD silver medallist quartet from our chapter and one
of two chapter quartets that will compete in the annual international convention in July in Salt Lake City, will be the featured
quartet. Other headliners will include the Windsong Chapter of
Sweet Adelines plus two of its chapter foursomes, and U.S.
Male, a barbershop harmony foursome. The event is slated for
Northeastern Junior College auditorium in Sterling and admission is only $8.00. We finally selected a new name for our
weekly rag – Mile High Hi-Lites.
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Serenader, Dick Lambert, editor, dicklam@swcp.com
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Our spectacular spring show in Albuquerque's newest
theater facility, the beautiful Roy E. Disney Center for the Performing Arts, will be at the brand new National Hispanic Cultural Center. Two shows on Saturday, May 7th will be performed at 2 pm and 8 pm. In addition to the New
MexiChord’s, and entertained by The Roland DeRose Orchestra, featuring Bill Biffle on trumpet; will be the Andrew Sisters, featuring Jillian Foster, Samantha Blauwkamp, and
Myra Cochnar; Abbott and Costello; and Mike Malony as our
MC. Our featured quartet will be the Chordial Celebration,
guaranteed to keep you laughing! They are Dr. Dan Clark of
Gering, Nebraska; Rod Businga of Scottsbluff, Nebraska;
Steve Libsack of Minneapolis, Minnesota, and Gary Drown of
Kearney, Nebraska.
Ticket Chairman Bob
Duckett: Our G.I. JIVE show is
almost here; we have the opportunity to provide entertainment to all
that we invite to see it. So, you
know what we have to do, and
that is to sell more tickets. Talk to
your friends at church, club, work,
and how about those businesses
that provide goods and services
to you? Remember all the veterans from WWII, Korea, Viet Nam,
Gulf Storm and the current conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq.
They get the tickets at half
price, and of course, that is on the honor system. This is a
small thing that we can do for these Vets that have done so
much for us. What more needs to be said? It is a terrific
show, beautiful facility, and at reasonable prices.
Jerri Foster, Music Director: “I am having such a wonderful time teaching and interpreting this fabulous music that we
are singing for our spring show. Our songs are lovely tunes
and are supported by great arrangements. I love watching the
chorus grow in sound quality and musicality. The end of our
rehearsals comes way too soon for me. And the best part of
the evening is closing our circle with “Keep the Whole
World Singing.” I’m a lousy tenor, but it doesn’t matter,
because I’m surrounded by the rich, full men’s voices — singing about singing, friendship, fun and fellowship. There is so
much to this craft of singing, and I feel that I never will get to
the .end of the lesson. There is always another voice to hear,
another chord to tune, and another phrase to help come alive. I
love to work with the individual voices before rehearsals each
Tuesday; please keep coming. Together we will strive to create
your best sound (breath, breath, breath), and the results are
showing. So, thanks for singing, fella’s! Tell your friends! Share
the fun!
Gil Whalen, Chapter President: The main theme of the
show is a 1940’s style radio program with KKJY (Joy-AM
1550), doing an actual broadcast at the matinee, with a reairing on May 8th at 4:00 pm. This state-of-the art theater has a
680 seat capacity, so we need to sell all 1560 tickets for the
two performances. Many thanks to Bob Cochnar for having
the vision for us to perform in this wonderful theater, for writing the script, and for finding the great WWII era songs for us to
sing. Thanks, Tim Tripcony, show chairman, Bob Duckett,
ticket chairman, Fred McCracken and Joe McGinn, Ad chairmen, and Tom Hoover, show program.

After the show, the music committee will be choosing two
of the songs for us to start fine-tuning for the District Contest in
Cheyenne on September 24. We will also be working on our gospel and sacred music for our annual summer church gig program.
Come to the New MexiChord’s Guest Night on Tuesday, May
17 at 7:00 pm — pizza, drinks, and lots of singing and fellowship
will be at the Central United Methodist Church. Please keep
these folks in your thoughts and prayers; Dale Harris, Julia Vertrees, Les Elmer, Oz Wehlander, and Dick White. The Deliverymen’s Gil Whalen reports that Barney, Gil, Tim, and Joe will
be doing a birthday gig for a fellow’s sweetheart at her office,
and a birthday gig for a 101 year old lady at Vista del Rio Retirement Home.
Whachamacallitz Dick, Mike, Oz, Les sang "Java Jive"
for the show. Spotlight on new member David Lord — David
got interested in barbershop in 2003, when co-worker Bart
Buell founded the Carlsbad Cavernaires barbershop chorus.
David sang with the Cavernaiers for six months until he transferred to Albuquerque. David transferred his barbershop society
membership to the New MexiChord’s in February, 2005.
David’s current interests in chorus development relate to recruiting younger members, and modernizing the music selection to
appeal to a new generation of singers and barbershop fans.
The NMC Retreat will be August 12-14. NMC Christmas Show
will be Dec. 9 - 11.

Kenny Ray and friends bring music to more Salt Lake venues
More ways to hear barbershop and jazz while in Salt Lake City this
summer Building on the success of his album “Pure Price,” Ken Hatton of Bluegrass Student Union fame, has expanded his solo career.
The Cabana Club in Salt Lake City has booked “Kenny Ray and
Friends” during the week of the convention, featuring Kenny’s renditions of jazz standards and original works from songwriter Chilton
Price. The club has scheduled eight of the shows around the contest
events, and it’s located near the downtown hotels. The shows will include some terrific finest quartets in a relaxed, casual nightclub setting.
(See ad inside cover for complete details.)
Monday July 4th
9:00 pm and 11 pm Kenny Ray and Saturday Evening Post
Tuesday July 5th
9:00 pm
Kenny Ray and Power Play
11:00 pm
Kenny Ray and Flipside
Wednesday July 6th
11:00 pm
Kenny Ray and 3 Men & A Melody
Thursday July 7th
11:00 pm
Kenny Ray and Keep ‘Em Guessin?
Friday July 8th
11:00 pm
Kenny Ray and The Boston Common
Saturday July 9th
11:00 pm
Kenny Ray and Wheelhouse
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Financial Development VP

Tony Pranaitis

What Can You Give?
The RMD first quarter giving total is $2584.00 which is on
target for our very modest annual goal. It is my goal to inspire
every member of the RMD to see wonderful opportunities for
making the world a better place through Barbershop Harmony,
and to feel good about being part of our mission through Harmony Foundation giving.
The Rocky Mountain District is proud of chapters making
charitable gifts to Harmony Foundation and giving to local community charitable efforts. In 2004 we recognize the following
chapters:
Local community charitable giving:
!
!
!
!

Scottsbluff
Durango
Denver MountainAires
Pocatello

$87.61 per member
$54.05 per member
$22.28 per member
$16.67 per member

3.

to 30% of his annual gift (which will hopefully be used
for local charitable mission of the barbershop organization). Husbands and wives are considered a “giving
unit” and both are honored in a variety of ways for their
generous support. Statistics show that it is not the exceptionally wealthy who predominate charitable giving
at this level, but mostly people of modest means with
exceptionally big hearts. Will you join me in giving at
this level?
A monthly donor program (possibly to be named
“Youth Partners”…name to be unveiled soon) is being
designed to allow those who can only afford a certain
amount per month to contribute at a regular, steady, and
affordable rate. Giving is possible at a pace that virtually EVERYONE can manage (you design the amount
to fit your budget). Imagine for a moment if everyone in
your chapter gave just $5.00 per month to Harmony
Foundation…imagine that. How much would that total
per month? Per year???

POSSIBILITY THINKING starts with each of us, individually. And it is only through possibility thinking that we can begin
to answer the poignant question “Who Will Sing Tomorrow?”

Please be generous to Harmony Foundation.
____________________________________

Harmony Foundation program giving:
!
!

Casper
Ogallala

$21.74 per member
$15.63 per member

The vision of Harmony Foundation is to have EVERY barbershopper investing some portion of their “worldly treasure”
into the outreach programs supported by Harmony Foundation
AND those operating locally, through PERSONAL giving. To
that end, there are three basic vehicles for giving, reaching each
of us with an opportunity to participate:
1.

2.

The Founders Club: end-of-life giving program, a commitment today to disburse a gift from your estate. You
“can’t take it with you” but you can continue the preser
vation of the barbershop style for generations to come
long after your life has ended. Our Society is 67 years
old, and over half of our members are 67 years old. Actuarial tables tell us that in one-two decades, our Society
will lose over half of its present members to natural
causes. This population has the opportunity to be an
enormous blessing to the barbershoppers it will leave
behind, and to the next generation of barbershoppers
who can discover barbershop through our outreach pro
grams, both local and Society sponsored. Contact
Clarke Caldwell ccaldwell@harmonyfoundation.org or
myself, TonyChiro@juno.com for details how you can
join this prestigious Club.
The President’s Council: lump sum annual giving at the
generous amount of $1,000 or more. The Harmony
Foundation has operational expenses as well as philanthropic causes, and members of the President’s Council
are honored to support both. Soon to be introduced is
the “Donor Choice” program which will allow the individual donor to select a Chapter or District to receive up

Membership
In reviewing the first quarter reports, the Rocky Mountain
District has GAINED 15 MEMBERS NET, which places us in
the top four districts for percentage of membership increase. Also
note that a net gain of 15 members already exceeds our goal for
ANNUAL membership growth (+1%).
With continued consistent focus on membership and growth,
the RMD could conceivably enjoy some awards at the International Convention (in our "backyard") this summer.
Remember our NATIONWIDE MARKETING BLITZ
planned for September. Any local PR you can generate will add
to the increases the national effort will bring to your chapter.
Let's make +15 only the beginning!
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RMD Calendar
Shows, Events, & Conventions
District Secretary Gordon Springer
Shows have BMI clearance unless other noted
May 6
Salt Lake City, Utah Chapter Show
“Dapper Dans” Layton High
May 7
Salt Lake City Chapter Show
“Dapper Dans” Highland High
May 7
Albuquerque, New Mexico Chapter Show
“Chordial Celebration” Hispanic Cultural Center
May 7
Sterling Chapter Show
“Ignition!” Corsberg Theater
May 14
Montrose Chapter Show
“NeXus” Pavilion
May 20
Bernallilo County Chapter Show
Rio Ranch High
May 21
Bernallilo County Chapter Show
Keller Hall
June 11
Durango, Colorado Chapter Show
Ft. Lewis College

June 17-18 *
Wasatch Front Chapter Show
Murray HS auditorium

July 3-9
International Convention, Salt Lake City, Utah
July 15-17
Barbershop Music Festival, Silverton, Colorado
July 23
Chatauqua Harmony Festival, Boulder, Colorado
July 31-August 7
Harmony College, Ohio State University, Ohio
August 18-21
Buckeye Invitational, Columbus, Ohio
Sept. 23-25
RMD Fall Convention, Ogden, Utah
October 4-8
Sweet Adelines International
Nov. 12-13
COTS, Salt Lake City, Utah
* Dec. 9-11*
Denver Mile High Christmas Show Gates DU
* Dec. 9-11*
Albuquerque Christmas Show
Central United Methodist Church

2006

2007

Feb. 3-5
Rocky Mountain Harmony College Estes Park, Colorado
* March 24-26 *
Denver Mile High Chapter Shows Gates DU
April 28-29
RMD Spring Convention Ogden, Utah

* March 23-25
Denver Mile High Chapter Shows Gates DU
April 27-29
RMD Spring Convention Ogden, Utah

July 2-9
International Convention, Indianapolis, Indiana
Sept. 29-Oct. 1
RMD Fall Convention Bountiful, Utah
* Dec 8-10 *
Denver Mile High Christmas Show Gates DU

July 1-8
International Convention, Denver, Colorado
Sept. 28-30
RMD Fall Convention
* Dec 7-9
Denver Mile High Christmas Show Gates DU
* Preliminary clearances - dates reserved without
BMI license until six months before the event
** Dates not reserved until BMI license is issued.
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