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Rod Sgrignoli to Lead
RMD in 2005!

RMD PRESIDENT

“Joy in the Journey”
Dr. Tony Pranaitis

I began my tenure as District President with the theme
“Enhancing Your Enjoyment of Barbershop.” I believe when
we have given the best we can to barbershop, and received fulfillment in return, we have joy. The experience of being District
President has certainly been interesting, exciting, challenging,
and rewarding. I can say that for me there has been “joy in the
journey.”
I have enjoyed working together with amazing contributors
on the District team. Just like your buddies in a quartet or chorus, we have focused on common goals and supported one another toward our best efforts, and we have given of ourselves
selflessly. Despite the RMD’s continued membership loss, we
have seen improved participation in our events, and good enthusiasm in the District. Both conventions are profitable and
enjoyable, Rocky Mountain Harmony College (formerly
“HEP”) is highly esteemed, and COTS is getting better (more
on that later). We have had two choruses in the International
Top 20 (Denver Mile High and Wasatch Front) and two quartets in the Top 20 (Storm Front and Reprise). We continue to
field a number of qualifying Senior quartets for MidWinter
(Senior Class Reunion in top five). Of course, Reprise won the
Collegiate Championship in 2001. Thank goodness for all of
these great musicians! It’s fun when “your team” is in the running!
We have some great plans to honor our District Quartet
Champs (from inception of RMD to present) and to form an
“Association of District Champs” (ADC) which will become a
vehicle for spreading the knowledge and wisdom possessed by
this elite group throughout the district for the benefit of choruses and quartets and Joe Barbershopper. We have plans to
elevate the informal singing experience of attendees at the 2005
and 2007 International Conventions in the RMD with “Tag-in
Quartets” serving as quartet convention hosts. Details will be
disclosed as we obtain Society “buy-in” to this idea.
Cont. on page 3

The RMD Nominating Committee (Jim Wheeler,
Lon Szymanski, and Dennis Cook) submitted the
following slate of officers to be voted into office at
COTS in Denver on Nov. 13.

President
Rod Sgrignoli, Littleton, Colo.

Executive VP
Mike Deputy
Salt Lake City, Utah

Secretary
Gordon Springer
Salt Lake City, Utah

Treasurer
George Brown
Salt Lake City, Utah

Immediate Past President
Dr. Tony Pranaitis, Golden, Colo.
VP’s selected by incoming Pres. Rod Sgrignoli

Chorus Director Development VP
Len Metallo, Lakewood, Colo.

Contest and Judging VP
John Coffin, Denver, Colo.

Chapter Service & Leadership Training VP
Lee Taylor, Salt Lake City, Utah

Events VP
Kevin Pape, Longmont, Colo.

Financial Development VP
Dr. Tony Pranaitis, Golden, Colo.

Marketing & Public Relations VP
Mike Deputy, Salt Lake City, Utah

Member Services VP
Robin Harris, Farmington, NM

Music & Performance VP
Shawn Mondragon, Albuquerque, NM

Young Men In Harmony VP
Phil Ricks, Rexburg, Idaho
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Deadline

Jan/Feb
March/April
Sept/Oct

On-line Issues
May/June
July
Nov/Dec

Dec 15
Feb 15
Aug 15

Deadline
April 15
June 15
Oct 15

Deadlines will also be posted 30
days prior on the District website

Associate Editor/Webmaster
Woody Woods
3875 Dolphin Circle
Colo. Springs, CO 80918
(719) 528-8702
woody@grwffyn.com

Associate Editor
Steve Jackson
215 Cheyenne St. Lot 18
Golden, CO 80403
(303) 384-9269
sjjbullead@aol.com

RMD Vision Statement
Enriching lives in the Rocky Mountain
District through singing in harmony.

SPEBSQSA Mission Statement
The Society is to be an ever-growing
fraternity of barbershop style singers,
leading the cause of preserving and
encouraging vocal music in our
schools and community.
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Board of Directors

Vice Presidents

President

Chorus Director Development

Dr. Tony Pranaitis
(303) 233-6234
TonyChiro@juno.com

Executive Vice President
Rod Sgrignoli
(720) 981-1246
Sgrig@aol.com

Immediate Past President
Jim Wheeler
(801) 424-3037
jimwheels@aol.com

Secretary

Rod Sgrignoli
(720) 981-1246
Sgrig@aol.com

C. Services & L. Training
Lee Taylor
(801) 576-9384
lee.taylor@xtp.varian.com

Contest and Judging
John Coffin
(303) 922-3804
jrcoffin@comcast.net

Events

Gordon Springer
(801) 277-3823
gjspringer@earthlink.net

Lee Ischinger
(970) 221-0564
leeswaffen@comcast.net

Treasurer

Membership Services

George Brown
(801) 262-3154
gbrown@media.utah.edu

Conventions Director
Kevin Pape
(303) 775-1054
kevrmdevents@aol.com

CARA Coordinator
Gordon Springer
(801) 274-2575
gjspringer@earthlink.net

Historian
Bill Dooley
(801) 954-8690

Robin Harris
(505) 327-9221
robin@vanguard-it.com

Marketing & PR
Gerry Swank
(970) 586-5651
swankybass@cs.com

Music and Performance
Shawn Mondragon
(505) 934-1003
Drac888@aol.com

Young Men In Harmony
Phil Ricks
(208) 356-6604
Ricksco@ida.net

RMD President

Cont. from page 1

We are working on development of convention CD’s containing the championship performances of RMD quartets and choruses. Young Men In Harmony programs are exploding, and we
have incredible liaisons with music educators throughout the District. Our directors are benefiting from Director’s College and
CDWI programs, resulting in more enjoyment of barbershop by
their choruses and chapters.
Chapters must be successful organizations for our current and
potential members to enjoy barbershop and be fulfilled by membership experience. COTS (Chapter Operations Training Seminar) is the vehicle to train, inspire, and propel chapter leaders
toward success. When chapter leaders ignore COTS, and chapters
flounder (lose members, struggle financially, deteriorate musically, fail to communicate within and without, etc) there is an
obvious cause/effect relationship here. A leadership TEAM must
have a TEAM mentality, with TEAM goals and a unified effort.
COTS is intended to be team training. Each individual must obtain the expertise to do his job with excellence; quite a different
mentality than being a “warm body” sitting at chapter board
meetings — for the team to have integrated and focused goals.
I challenge every chapter to send at least four officers to
COTS this year (gaining one tuition scholarship to RM-HC as an
award). Ideally, there should be one officer (or potential officerin-training) for each track. Build a team on a mission, and however you “define success” for your chapter, include membership
growth. When you consider that over two/thirds of all barbershoppers are over age 70, we have a very critical crisis looming
in the next ten years. If we wait until ten years from now to
change course, the very existence of our style could be in jeopardy. We need chapter officers who will commit to learn (from
the experts at COTS) and apply what they learn with the intention of being “part of the solution” (instead of part of you-knowwhat). It is doubtful that chapters will grow and succeed by accident. COTS is preparation with a purpose, the goal being chapter
success. If you (and your chapter) desire “Joy In The Journey”
then take the success-training at COTS, do what you learn, and
enjoy the results.
I’m very happy for our incoming President Rod Sgrignoli,
who has spent the last year preparing for the presidency, serving
as Executive Vice President (a luxury I did not enjoy, as I was
dropped into the cockpit with no warning or training). Even better, our incoming Executive Vice President Mike Deputy will
spend two years in preparation for the office of President.
I will be an active Immediate Past President, serving wherever I am asked; I will become the Financial Development VP
(Harmony Foundation). It has been my privilege to get in on the
“ground floor” with the restructuring of Harmony Foundation
(with new Executive Director Clarke Caldwell). I look forward to
being instrumental in the success of Harmony Foundation serving our chapters and our District. This will involve grant writing
and training in the RMD, as well as promotion of the Founders
Club, President’s Club, and the general fund donor program of
Harmony Foundation.
It was a great honor for me to be recognized as your District
Barbershopper Of The Year; it will be my inward duty to live
up to that recognition. Thank you! It is my hope that every
RMD barbershopper would possess an inward duty to themselves
and to this musical style that would compel them to give barbershop their best, and to find “Joy In The Journey.”
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VP Chapter Support and Leadership Training

Lee Taylor
The Convention
As usual, our fall convention and contests
were stellar, with great performances in competition and otherwise. Storm Front's brass
number caught most of us flat-footed, and
their playing was extraordinary. It was a fine
illustration of the breadth of RMD talent.

Chapter Elections
My chapter has elected its officers for 2005, and we'll be posting them on the SPEBSQSA website. We have a great lineup of
men serving next year, with a mix of old-timers and men new to
the chapter board. These guys plan to hit the ground running in
2005, with solid plans for a great year. One of the ways we can
ensure this is attendance at the Chapter Officer Operations
Seminar, or COTS.

COTS
Once again, COTS will be held in Denver at the Radisson Hotel Denver Stapleton Plaza. Lots of good things are in store for
us, as we learn how to be successful chapter officers, share our
experiences (and music) with colleagues from around the RMD,
and find out "what's cooking" at Kenosha. This year will be particularly interesting, with the big changes at headquarters, new
name and redefined recruiting focus.
Here's a special incentive for chapters to send a full contingent
of officers and members to COTS: the 4:1 HEP scholarships.
This was well-received last year, so we're repeating it. Any chapter with four men at COTS gets one free tuition to Rocky Mountain Harmony College.
One word of warning: the Billings delegation will probably
keep us up all night singing tags! Come on, guys. Mark your calendars for November 13-14, and send in your registrations to Bill
Lahti, or register online at www.RMDsing.org.

Rocky Mountain District Meeting

House of Delegates At C.O.T.S.
All RMD delegates to the House of Delegates are
requested to be in attendance at the House of Delegates meeting to be held Saturday Nov. 13, 2004 at
9:00 am. The meeting will be held in conjunction with
the RMD Chapter Operations Training Seminar held
November 13-14, 2004 at the Radisson Hotel Denver
Stapleton Plaza, 3333 Quebec Street, Denver, Colo.
80207 — Phone: 303-321-3500.
If a delegate has not been designated, the president
may act as delegate. Each substitute delegate must
bring with him a “Letter of Delegation” signed by his
president. Be sure and bring your 2005 chapter officers
to COTS. It will be a valuable experience! See you in
Denver!
Gordon Springer, RMD Secretary
gjspringer@earthlink.net
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Chapter Digest
Young Men In Harmony VP

Phil Ricks

It’s GOOD
To Be Involved!
This year has produced some tremendous experiences and
opportunities with the youth in our district. Each chapter that
has participated in these activities can tell you of the thrill that
comes with associating with young people. Students have almost
unlimited optimism and a “can do” spirit that if channeled in the
right direction, can accomplish wonders. Ours is the opportunity to help with that channeling. This year over 1000 students
have been directly involved in the YMIH programs (with over
3½ times that many) in the audience. This also means that there
has been almost as much influence over these students as we
have members in the RMD. Are all of these students young
men? NO! Many are young women, who if they do not chose to
continue to sing, will surely be the wives and mothers of the next
generation of barbershoppers. Besides, what music educator will
let us come into the classroom and only involve half of the
class? Again, there have been great things happening this year.
Hats off to all those chapters who have been involved.
At the recent board meeting the RMD Board voted to initiate
a YMIH district award titled “Val Hicks YMIH Award.” Val
was the first YMIH vice president in the District and could
probably claim that title for the society. I have been charged
with the responsibility for setting the criteria for the award
which will be voted on at the November BOD meeting and
hopefully at the HOD. Part of the criteria will involve a method
whereby every chapter can participate in youth activities no matter the chapter size or personnel. Please come to COTS and get
the details.
I (like many of you) recently attended the fall convention in
Cheyenne. I couldn’t help but notice the young men that were there
with their respective choruses. Both on and off the stage the
young men were enjoying the experience. Once the music gets in
their systems it doesn’t bother them to be seen with or associate
with gray-haired or no-haired older men. In fact, they enjoy being treated as equals on the risers by more mature men who are
not family. What a neat opportunity to help young men through
the difficult teenage years while giving them a life-long love of
music. In some cases, the young man who has been exposed to
barbershop harmony has been the catalyst to get Dad to see the
light and join. Any way we look at the YMIH activities it is a
win situation. Please look around to see what you can do and
GET INVOLVED!
New email address for Kevin Pape

kevrmdevents@comcast.net
Incoming RMD Events VP RMD Conventions Director

303
303--775
775--1054 Ce
Cellll 303
303--651
651--1943 Home

Sound of the Rockies News, Mark Palmer
Denver, Colorado
Monday, October 18 - Tickets for Happy Holidays go on
sale. Show & Ticket Details are at www.soundoftherockies.com/
show. Single-show tickets may be purchased from chorus members, in person at the Newman Center for the Performing Arts
box office, or from TicketMaster. We recommend, however, for
convenience, more efficient ticket selection, and lower prices,
that you purchase a season subscription described at www.
soundoftherockies.com/gates.
Friday, October 22, 7:30 pm - Denver Barberfest III - A oneday Youth Camp designed to teach area High School students
the craft of barbershop singing and performing. This event is
sponsored by the Barbershop Harmony Society, the Denver
MountainAires, and Sound of the Rockies. A 7:30 pm benefit
concert will be held at Ranum High School, 2401 W. 80th (80th
& Zuni), Denver, featuring the Youth Festival Chorus, the Denver MountainAires, Sound of the Rockies, and quartets Storm
Front, Ignition, and NeXus. Tickets are $15 for general admission, $25 for premium seating. All tickets are tax-deductible and
will be sold at the door. Everyone is invited!
Saturday, October 23, 7:00 pm - Sound of the Rockies will
perform at the Centennial Blend Show at the Lincoln Center in
Ft. Collins - This musical festival, hosted by the award-winning
Centennial Blend Show Chorus, brings together the many talents
of vocal groups from across Colorado and the Rocky Mountain
Region singing a cappella. Tickets are $15 for general admission
$12 for seniors & students. Children under 5 are free with a
comp ticket. Contact Charlene at (970) 419-0968 for additional
information and tickets. Tickets are also available at the Lincoln
Center. The evening will start with a silent auction beginning at
6:30.
Friday, November 12, 7:30 - Sound of the Rockies will be
the featured performers at the Littleton United Methodist Church
Arts Series Performance, 5894 So. Datura St., Littleton. Everyone is invited! There will be no charge for admission, and a freewill offering will be collected.
Saturday, November 13 - Chorus performance and support of
the Chorus Director Workshop Intensive at COTS.
Saturday, November 20, 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm - Sound of the
Rockies will participate in the Festival of Giving at Southwest
Plaza. Purchase a tax-deductible ticket ($5 per person with children under 5 free) from any Sound of the Rockies member and
enjoy an evening fun for the entire family at Southwest Plaza.
The festival includes discount shopping with free gift wrapping,
great entertainment (Sound of the Rockies at 6:00 and 7:00 at the
west end of the mall, the 17th Avenue All Stars, and more), free
food (from Fox & Hound, Le Peep and others) , children's activities (a Balloon Artist, a Caricature Artist, Face Painting, and
Santa's arrival parade), and a silent auction to benefit the Children's Miracle Network. Your $5 deductible donation will benefit Sound of the Rockies! “A Great Value - Lots of Fun.” Contact Paige (tenorpaige@aol.com) for tickets or additional details!
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Lifted from their website, webmaster
Colorado Springs, Colorado “Pikes Peak Chapter”
The “America The Beautiful” Chorus spring show was
May 15th "Grandpa Pete’s Attic," at the Benet Hill Center.
The chorus will sing in the Chorus Competition on Saturday,
October 9, 2004 in Cheyenne at the Fall Convention. On Dec.
4, the chorus will appear with the Velvet Hills Sweet Adelines
chorus in their Christmas Show at Wasson High School. More
details later when the show plans are completed.

Photo taken by Belmont Studios — thanks, Russ Born

The Billings chapter took twenty-three men plus director Dave Barnett to Columbus, Ohio to compete in the
Small Chorus contest in the Buckeye Invitational. Our congratulations to all members of the BIG SKY chorus for finishing THIRD! All right!

The Daytime Singers is an ensemble of ten to fifteen men
who provide entertainment for business meetings, conventions, religious gatherings, retirement community events and
other public functions in Colorado Springs. Their repertoire
includes patriotic songs, big band selections, ballads, gospel
numbers and novelty tunes. Audience participation is encouraged during the performance. For booking information contact
Dave Wells at 719-592-9104. Daytime Singers performances
are:
August 6, 2004, 3 – 5 pm Ice cream social, Palmer Lake Library.
September 12, 2004, 8 pm Flight Training Class 53-A, Embassy Suites
September 18, 2004, 6 pm Army Unit Reunion (more details
later).
September 25, 2004, 7:30 pm Trout Unlimited
October 2, 2004, 5:00 pm First Southern Baptist Church
December 15, 2004, 6 pm Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
January 10, 2005, 10 am Hancock Senior Center

Buckeye Performance Review

Big Sky Chorus (Small Chorus), RMD
Jade Walker for the Harmonet
The chorus adopted a thoughtful pose to set the mood
for the verse of “There’s A Ring to the Name of Rosie" so that
they could contemplate what's in a name. After confessing
to be "a real Romeo," they began a gentle barbershop sway
at the top of the chorus. The front row was featured in
dance moves during the second chorus, but the rest of the
chorus wasn't goofing off; they supported their front row all
the way with complementary moves.
Their second number "Across the Mason-Dixon Line" began in a swing tempo, then switched to a driving up tune
beat, changing the pace only to go into a stomp that accelerated right to the tag.
Lifted from the Billings weekly “Update,” Russ Born, editor

COTS PLUS!
Plans are in process for an educational and entertaining class Friday evening of COTS weekend. It will cover performance
“bloopers” and performance “brilliance” with an eye on stage comedy. It’s something you WON’T WANT TO MISS, with video
that will crack you up or warm your heart. Accomplished comedy faculty and even a comedy quartet performance all await you,
for a fun-filled evening before COTS begins.
On Saturday morning, during the HOD meeting (9:00 am to 11:00 am) there will be a class on Standing Ovation by a qualified reviewer and will include quartet performance demonstrations. If you are at all interested in becoming a reviewer, or would
like to learn more about the benefits of a review, come to this session.
Or, try woodshedding at the AHSOW (Ancient Harmonious Society of Woodshedders) room. Or, sing tags in the Tag Room.
All details will be on the website http://www.rmdsing.org/ as soon as they are finalized.
Let me also prepare you for the funniest pick-up quartet contest, the best Youth Presentation (quartets), a massed sing in the
acoustically awesome hotel lobby, and a late-night pub right in the hotel for those who enjoy singing and libations until the wee
hours. See you there. COME TO COTS!
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Chapter Digest
Chapter Hype and Pitch Pipe, Paul Brown, Editor
donnab1@pmt.org Burley, Idaho
The chapter performed at the Memorial Day services May
31st at the Paul cemetery. Chapter quartet Dissonance performed at a family get together June 12 near Rupert. The Dependents have entertained twice recently (June) at the Wilson
Theatre in Rupert and sang very well, as reported by editor Paul.
Their first performance related to acquiring a grant and was attended by about 20 people. Their second appearance was part of
a program for the Kiwanis Club. They are planning on presenting a program July 11 at the Methodist church in Burley.
Facility KFAC has been chosen as the site for their 2005
chapter show — March 10th, 11th, and 12th. There will be a
new sound system installed this summer. Show theme will be
“Home, Home on the Range” and will require western attire.
Next chorus performance is July 3 at 6:00 pm on the Rupert
square. July 17th will find the chorus entertaining at the Heyburn
Amphitheater. On August 3rd they’ll be singing at the Minidoka
fair opening the talent show, but they’re not contestants (why
not?). Guest night was held June 22 with only one guest — Dan
Jarolimek, Claude's son-in-law— sign him up! The same night
saw the chapter honored for being tops in their Plateau (under 25
members) and presented with a plaque from their chapter counselor from the Salt Lake valley. Program VP Jim Hartwell prepared an events calendar that will be posted on the bulletin
board.
Paul’s August issue reported that the chorus sang August
18th at the Cassia County fair and rodeo that included the Dependents, with Tom Pierce still active and able to perform. The
fundraiser show on August 6 at the Wilson theatre in Rupert
was postponed. The show will be filmed for TV later in the year.
Director Mike Hoopes has landed the MacKenzie Touring
Company for headliners. Happy Trails completes the show repertoire featuring all western songs. The corn feed will be held
August 21 at Harmony Hall at 7:00 — corn courtesy of member
Jim Rodgers and chicken brought by Glen Wilkinson.
The September bulletin reports that chapter elections were
held and Jim Hartwell will be new President, Rod Draper,
PVP, Kraig Felt, MVP, David Irish, Music VP, Glen Wilkinson, Secretary, Jim Rodgers, Treasurer, Don MacRae, YMIH
VP, Dave Sprier, Quartet chairman, Paul Brown drafted for
another years of editing — “His reason for being is to publish a
monthly bulletin.” My hero! Mel Pfeifer will hold down PR and
Advertising chairman. Board decided to make it mandatory to
avoid discussing politics and religion at chapter meetings. Good
idea — more time for singing. Member Bill Thomas has passed
away, Bill was the bass of the Dependents for many years.
Quartet For Sure sang at a 50th wedding anniversary for Otto
Riedlinger and wife Sept. 12th. Dissonance sang for a large
crowd of LDS Seniors of Rupert, Paul and Heyburn at Rupert
Sept. 8th. Dependents sang at a Kiwanis Club function at the
Wilson Theatre Sept. 7th. Being punctual is a good thing!

Society Update

Brian Lynch Assumes
Harmonizer Editorship
When the staff was recently reorganized,
the Society Communications Vice President
Brian Lynch assumed the position of the new
Harmonizer editor, in addition to his many other responsibilities. Brian has also been sending out the “Livewires” which are
very helpful in keeping us informed (it replaced the monthly Updates).
______________________________________

Chapter Digest
Lovenotes, Milt Hayden, editor, milthayden.2@juno.com
Loveland, Colorado
Last issue we saw from Milt was his May-August issue—now,
that’s some catching up! Chapter meets Tuesdays at 7:00 pm at
the First Christian Church in Loveland. Chapter president Bill
Hughes wrote a good article on being a productive chapter member—might have to reprint that in a future issue. New chorus director Duane Bosveld stresses the importance of being prepared
by bringing the necessary music every week. Three guests from
Ft. Collins: Cliff Buchholz, Steve Rochat, and Don Smith plus
Blair Muhlestein from Loveland filled out the guest book for this
issue.
Past president Howard Lowell reports that barbershop harmony will debut on local radio KRFC — FM, 88.9, on August 24
and will be on the air each succeeding Tuesday morning. It will
run from 6:00 am — 7:30 am and will rely on CD’s being donated
by quartets and choruses. Sweet Adelines welcomed plus they’ll
talk about barbershopping in general and about our history, as
well. Music VP Richard Kitchener included a good article upon
selecting a show package, written by Lloyd Steinkamp, must
reading for any involved barbershopper.
Editor Milt Hayden wrote a short editorial about having the
right attitude towards barbershopping — a “can do” approach,
being enthusiastic, being prepared, offering to help without being
asked, etc. To quote one line from Milt’s piece: “Maybe we are
enjoying our hobby more because we’re involved, in one way or
another!” This digester was very flattered that Milt reprinted part
of an editorial I wrote about the same thing (in my chapter bulletin
Mountain Talk). Keep those informative issues coming, please.
Listed on the back page was the chapter Mission Statement.
Does every chapter have their own Mission and Vision statements? It’s a good way to stay focused.

Rocky Mountain District

2003
Barbershopper of the Year

Dr. Tony Pranaitis

RMD COTS Coordinator
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Bill Lahti
nate5696@comcast.net

Tumblewords, Owen Herndon, editor, big_o@st-tel.net
Colby, Kansas

We’re Going To Have the

Editor Owen Herndon’s July-August issue starts off
with a bang as their newsletter has been revamped by ‘ol
what’s his name. Owen is a certified PROBE bulletin judge
and it shows as this 12 page issue is full of chapter, District,
and Society news as well as many pictures (of good quality, I
might add) and numerous craft articles. New uniforms for the
Tumbleweed chorus as they made their debut on their annual
show. The Great Kansas Sing Out on Sept. 12 will feature
11 choruses, with over 140 voices already confirmed. Don
Kready tells us that the Hutchinson group invited the chorus
to sing at the Kansas State fairgrounds in Hutchinson.
Sounds like fun—let us know how that turned out.

Best COTS Ever!
We all joined our Barbershop chapters because we LOVE to
sing. Some of us who LOVE to sing also have the capacity and
desire to see to it that the business side of chapter operations is as
successful as the singing side. It takes more than DESIRE. It takes
knowledge and training.
That's why Chapter Operations Training Seminar - COTS - is a
must for all chapter officers, both new and returning. Where else
can you obtain fresh ideas for running your chapter? Where else
can you learn from the best in the business of running your chapter? From the people (faculty) who have been there and done that,
that's who. Please plan to attend COTS this year. Log onto <www.
rmdsing.org> click on “calendar” and find all the information you
need to register for COTS. Be sure to make your hotel registration
directly to the hotel, and do it early.
We will see you at the Radisson Hotel Denver Stapleton Plaza,
3333 Quebec St. in Denver on Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 13 and
14, 2004 for a weekend of education and fun! There is a shuttle
from the airport every half hour directly to the hotel.
Come early on Friday evening to attend Shawn Mondragon
and Rich Hasty's seminar on "Bloopers and Brilliance" to learn
how to put on better performances in your chapter. Come early if
you are a chapter delegate to the House of Delegates (HOD) meeting. Remember that Saturday night after the COTS General Session, you can hear a performance by the fifth ranked Sound of the
Rockies and chapter quartets.
________________________________________________

Does Your Chapter Have
A Marketing & PR Vice President?
Written by Gerry Swank, RMD Marketing & PR VP
The Rocky Mountain District COTS School will be held in
Denver, Colorado on Saturday and Sunday November 13th and
14th. COTS is open to all chapter members who have an interest in
leadership roles.
Now the Society Board of Directors has mandated that all
chapters with 25 members or more have a Vice President of Marketing and Public Relations. They highly recommend this position
for chapters with less than 25 members. It will be a great experience for new and old M & PR VP’s to attend this year’s COTS. It
goes without saying that all new officers should attend the classes
that will help them with their chapter responsibilities.
For registration form and complete class schedules, please go
to www.RMDSing.org, click on the “Calendar” link, and then click
on “COTS.” Everything is there; this school is great for anyone
who has a leadership job in their chapter. I look forward to seeing
you there; if you need any assistance, please contact me at: SwankyBass@cs.com.

IPP John Collett is stepping in for absent president Bob
Hanzlick. Sounds like plenty of church and regular sing outs
for these guys with Church performances on Aug. 8th in
Colby, Aug. 15 in Burlington, Colorado, Aug. 22 in Colby,
and Sept. 19th in Goodland. The Sept. 11th Celebration on
the High Plains will include two songs by the chorus, including the America the Beautiful overlay, says PR man Rod
Eisenbise.
Lasting Impressions quartet is having a busy summer
with gigs on June 8th and the 15th, four times on the 18th in
Russell (two church services, a Long Term Care Home, and
finished up at another Retirement home, whew!), Aug. 1 in
Smith Center, and Aug. 24th in Oakley (singing for teachers
in the morning, then singing in Colby for lunch at the Rotary
Club). They ended up making two more stops that day. Wish
I had their energy! Member Larry Brenn was featured in a
biographical profile. Good editorial from Owen on marketing
and PR. Owen lists both member and spouses birthdays and
anniversaries — good idea. Two birthdays and four anniversaries in July, and one August birthday and two anniversaries. Great issue!
The September/October bulletin reports (in four articles)
that 147 (16 from Colby) barbershoppers sang for 1,200 people at the Kansas State Fairgrounds on Sept. 12. Guest quartet was a college group, Smorgas Chords, from Butler
County Community College — they sang great . A cookout
and guest night is planned for Oct. 16th. Steve Ottum wrote
good article on Aug. 22 church sing out in Colby and Don
Kready covered Sept. 19th church sing out in Goodland —
good writing, makes me wish I lived in Colby. Show date is
April 23, 2005 and will be “Songs of the Mills Brothers.”
The Nominating Committee has a slate which the chapter
will vote upon Oct. 7th. A director search is on — Rod
Eisenbise has been picking up the slack along with Don
Kready, long-time treasurer and RMD barbershopper. New
members are Phil Knox, baritone, and Justin Cosco, baritone. Phil was brought in by his son, Tim Knox. Justin was
recruited by Shad Sanders. Five guests in September —
Justin, Brad Herndon, and Andre, Doris, and Sarina Columb
from Germany). Two new member profiles featured Phil and
Tim Knox. Good reading!
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Everything You Wanted To Know About A Convention And More

But Were Afraid To Ask!
Written by Kevin Pape, RMD Conventions Chairman
Conventions, conventions, we all live for conventions! When the urge strikes, a Barbershopper can attend a convention or some
kind of event nearly every month of the year. Let’s see, there are Spring Conventions we call Prelims. In some Districts there is the
Divisional. Then you have your Fall Convention. And let’s see, there’s the Buckeye Invitational, Bolton Landing, Mid-Winter, and
the grand daddy of them all, the International. If that’s not enough to satisfy your Barbershop appetite, one can always go on a cruise
with a renowned quartet, tour Russia with Dr. Greg Lyne, travel “Down Under,” visit the United Kingdom, Japan, and China. Oh yes,
let’s not forget our Chapter shows, Christmas productions, Singing Valentines, Chorus Retreats, Chapter Officer Training Seminar
(COTS), Harmony College, Leadership Forum, and various Harmony Education Programs throughout the society (the RMD’s
“Bestes at Estes” recently renamed “Rocky Mountain Harmony College”). And lest I forget, there’s that other barbershop organization we all love and some of us have married into, the Sweet Adelines International. For a listing activities with our beloved ladies,
please refer to the above. I think it’s clear to see, there is not a lack of activity outside the weekly chapter meeting.
But with such activities comes the need of organization, planning, budgeting, implementation, and active monitoring while the
“thing” from the smallest of events to an International Convention is underway. That’s where your fellow barbershopper, think
volunteer, springs into action. Just like that wonderful visit to
Disney World, the work that goes on behind the scene that makes
or breaks a visitors experience, is also true of our conventions.
The Magic Kingdom is rightly named because it’s truly magical
to visit one of the Disney parks and never see a piece of trash, a
burned out light, a piece of landscape needing attention much
less the person who picked it up, mowed and trimmed it or replaced it. And what about the repair team that got an exhibit
back on line without being noticed. So, how’s all that happen?
Planning, planning, and more planning!
Much of what the average chapter member experiences is the
convention, not the “operation” of the convention. And that’s
exactly what should happen. The quartets are free to arrive at the
hotel, check in without a hitch, dress, warm-up, and arrive at the
contest stage with seamless efficiency. Choruses are guided from
warm up room to walk-on. They eat, dress and report back to the
warm-up room. They’re guided to photo shoots, to back stage, on
stage, curtain opens, the set performed and nobody knows how
they got there, only that they did and all that had to be attended
to was concentrating on the task at hand, SING and PERFORM.
So what goes into all this? Where to start, what to say, and
why would you want to read about it anyway? The short of it is
every barbershopper who participates in a convention at any
level from competitor to audience member plays a significant
role in the success of any convention. And the convention team
relies on your participation! But before I tell you what your part
is in this process, let me spend a few minutes explaining what
goes on behind the scenes to make a convention come together.

It’s Great To Be A

Barbershopper!

The making of a convention begins with the selection
of a location. Within the Rocky Mountain District, solicitations are made of chapters wishing to host an event to
submit a bid. Once submitted, the RMD V.P. of Events
evaluates the bid and if necessary, asks the submitting
chapter for additional information. The minimum information required of a bidding chapter is:
1. A list of available accommodations including a general range of cost per each room type and meeting space
available.
2. A performance venue suitable for the convention
including general cost estimates.
3. A contact at the city’s Convention and Visitor’s Bureau (CVB).
4. Identification of personnel who will serve as Convention Registrar and Convention Team Lead. The Registrar is responsible for receiving and processing all convention registrations as well as the preparation of all convention packets. The Team Lead is responsible for staffing sufficient personnel to host and guide competitors as
well as answer questions that convention attendees may
have.
5. A bid to run the Barbershopper Shop is also included. The Team Lead’s responsibilities also include the
staffing of the Shop.

The V.P. of Events will then evaluate the chapter’s bid and
proceed with negotiations with the hotels and the performance
venues. Included in the evaluation process is contact with the
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau and the scheduling of a site
visit. This site visit is usually scheduled by the contact within
the CVB. It is advisable that the Registrar and Team Lead accompany the V.P. of Events and District Conventions Director
on the site visit. This visit is intended to ascertain the suitability
of available space for Board of Director’s meetings, House of
Delegate’s meeting (when applicable), rehearsal space, number
of complimentary rooms offered, additional complimentary
rooms and their pick-up rate based on sold rooms. All hotels are
visited and evaluated if more than one is available or more than
one is necessary.

The CVB is asked to become involved in providing transportation or brokering a reduced rate if complimentary transportation is not available. The CVB is also asked to provide literature
to be included in the registration package. They are also relied
upon to assist the District V.P. of Marketing in connecting with
the proper people to effectively advertise the upcoming event in
the local area. Through out the site visit, the bidding chapter’s
representatives are also consulted with to gain a full understanding of the community and what it offers those attending the convention. This process takes a minimum of one day, usually two
depending upon the distance involved to travel to conduct the
survey.
Upon completion of all facility visits, the V.P. of Events asks
all facilities to submit a contract proposal clearly stipulating all
services and facilities to be included in their respective packages.
Once the contract proposals are received, the V.P. of Events reviews the documents and either accepts them as submitted or
counter offers based upon the information attained in the site
visit. Usually COTS and a Spring event will require only one
hotel where as a Fall event requires multiple facilities. All of this
work is done well in advance of any convention.
Now comes the fun part, putting on the event from the beginning of registration to break down of the last piece of equipment.
All major events or conventions are scheduled by the Society and
are produced by the District, the only exception being the International Convention.
With all contracts and team members in place, the production
work of a convention is ready to begin. Communications are
published to all District Chapters informing their leadership
teams of the date and location of the event. Although, the type of
convention will determine who and how many will attend, the
same steps must be followed by all participants to ensure there
are no miscommunications. The next few paragraphs will help
all participants prepare to attend and stay informed of all details
pertinent to the convention.
First, everyone wishing to attend a convention must register
for the event. All the necessary details covering registration including deadlines and costs are posted on the District web page,
that can be easily accessed at www.rmdsing.org. It is recommended that each chapter identify one individual to print and
make additional copies of registration forms to give to members
not having web access.
Although it is every member’s individual responsibility to
register for a convention, many chapters choose to have one of
their members as the central point of contact to ensure all members, especially those competing are correctly registered. If the
chorus is competing, the point-of-contact is in a very good position to ensure all chorus competitor fees are paid and most importantly, all individuals competing are members-in-goodstanding; that is to say THEY HAVE ALL PAID THEIR
YEARLY DUES!
Whether competing in a chorus or quartet, it is not only necessary to register with the District, the chorus or quartet must
also register with the Society to compete in a sanctioned event.
This registration must be completed in order for the RMD V.P.
C&J (Contest and Judging) to be aware of the chorus or quartet’s intent to compete and thus be included in the draw.
If the competitor is a chorus, one individual should be designated by the chapter leadership to ensure this step is completed in
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a timely manner. If competing in a quartet, only one member
needs to complete this registration. In both cases, the correct
registration form is a CJ-20 and can be accessed through the Society web page. All requested information must be included, including up-to-date contact information. If this step is not completed, it is unlikely that the chorus or quartet will be allowed to
compete.
So far, all you’ve done as a convention participant is pay your
convention registration and have the group you’re competing
with, if you are competing, register the quartet or chorus with the
Society for the competition. Now it’s time to get a place to stay!
This process may seem so simple, you might be thinking, why
am I even taking time to mention it? Well, the truth of the matter
is that although this step should be simple, it’s the most likely
step to get fouled up. The key to success here is for all chapters
to establish an efficient plan and then ensure all chorus members
and their guests adhere to it. Oh yes, communicate, communicate, and communicate! I’ve included a suggested method to
follow which will greatly assist the V.P of Events in getting your
chorus into the proper hotel. As I’ve mentioned before, some
events require more than one hotel for all to have a place to rest
their weary heads after a day of competition and an evening of
TAG singing. The following is very important in such cases. So,
here goes —
1. Every Chapter regardless of size must appoint a person to
collect and organize all hotel registrations.
2. That individual must collect at a minimum, the following information:
a. Names of all individuals.
b. Who will be sharing rooms. Include the paired names of
the roommates.
c. The type of room requested (suite, king, double queen/
double, or a single).
d. The arrival and departure date of each individual.
e. Any special needs an individual might have.
3. It is important that this information be given to the V. P. of
events as soon as possible to allow him to place the chorus members together, especially if more than one hotel is under contract
for the convention in question. Protocols shall be in place, which
will preclude individuals or choruses from making reservations
without sanction by the V.P. of Events. Once the V.P. of Events
has this “roster” and has placed the chorus, he will inform the
chorus contact person to book the reservations in the assigned
hotel and provide the appropriate protocol allowing the bookings
to take place. Now it’s up to the chorus as to how they will handle their bookings, either as a block, paying with one chorus
check and qualifying for tax exempt status under the District
501C certificates on file with the State or by simply informing
members to book their own rooms. Regardless of method chosen, the contact person must ensure that the rooms booked
match the list provided to the V.P. Events. Only then should
any bookings be made. Imagine the confusion that can ensue if
you choose to “go it on your own!”
A visit including a comprehensive walk through to the performance venue is made and the facility is evaluated to ensure
the event can be successfully accommodated. Some of the items
included in this walk-through include but may not be limited to;
the size of the stage, the size and number of available warm-up
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rooms, is there sufficient space to accommodate the judging
staff?....and the list goes on. The venue is asked to provide a
complete list of equipment, a detailed floor plan of the stage and
all areas to be used by competitors. The Conventions Director
determines the suitability of the venue’s sound system and
whether or not sound reinforcement will be required. If sound
reinforcement is needed, a sound production company is brought
into the project. The Box Office is consulted to determine staffing requirements of the lobby and auditorium as well as the sale
of single event tickets/partial registrations.
So by now we’ve got you registered, your chorus or quartet
registered for competition, your accommodations made, and……
YOUR MONEY PAID! So what could possibly be left to do except show up? In a word, logistics, and yes, you are a part of this
one too. In many locations, for competitors to have all the stuff
they need to be as prepared as possible, we must rely on each
other to provide some equipment not readily available in the
quantity needed, those blasted risers! So your Conventions Director may be calling upon your chapter to assist in this area. If
that is the case, please help out. The Director is fully aware that
this request causes a degree of hardship on chapters but also realizes that the request is for the benefit of all. Consider how many
riser sections are needed at the contest location just to get pictures taken and all choruses on stage. That number for RMD is
twenty (20) four-step sections. Now add in rehearsal spaces and
you’ll begin to get a feel for what is needed and how much help
is necessary to get things in place and ready. Admittedly, we
could get by with just the twenty (maybe even eleven) but I’m
sure some would really like to rehearse on risers and have photos taken somewhere other than on the stage if conditions permit.
So, here we are, we’ve done it! We’re at the convention and
up to this point, things should be going well, your Convention
Team monitoring the process and adjusting as needed, updating
information on the District web page (such as contest patterns for
competitors) as the date of the convention approaches, and answering questions as they arise (and believe me they arise!).
Once you’re at the convention site, the first thing you’ll experience is the result of the Convention Registrar’s hard work. If all
the information was entered on the convention registration form
downloaded from www.rmdsing.org, you’ll have a nice name
badge and a host of information relating to the weekend events
and the surrounding area. On the other hand, if the form was incomplete, there will be no such package awaiting you at the registration desk in the H.Q. Hotel. Now you really want that nice
badge because it’s your full events ticket.
In addition to an events package, notices may be posted, rehearsal rooms are identified, and contest patterns are published.
The contest draws are completed two to three weeks before the
contest begins and their results are posted on the District web
page along with all other information that is available pertaining
to the convention. As a member of a District Chapter or interested third party (Mrs. Joe Barbershopper for example), good use
of the web page should be made in order to have the most up-todate information. As the date of the event draws near you will
note an increase of information and amendments being posted as
the final details are completed. As a competitor, this is the best
source of current information.

It is easily updated and populated with information and is accessible to virtually anybody with access to a computer. If
you don’t have a computer, your “riser buddy” can download
and print the stuff for you. When you arrive and get settled into
your room, take a short tour of the hotel and get a good feel for
where things are and what will be going on during the weekend.
There is the Barbershopper Shop, an AHSOW (Ancient Harmonious Society of Woodshedders) Room, restaurants, rehearsal
rooms and of course, the Registration Desk where a skilled Host
or Hostess will be happy to answer your questions, provide directions, and generally help you fill in the blanks. As you pass by
the rehearsal/warm-up rooms, take note of the schedules posted
on the doors so you’ll know where to be and at what time. Keep
in mind that there’s nothing worse than a bunch of disoriented
and confused men wearing funny looking clothes running around
in circles with no real idea of where they’re headed and what
time they're suppose to arrive. A little planning goes a long way.
On the day of the contest, the Host Chapter will have highly
trained and skilled personnel strategically placed to ensure you
are at the right spot just in the nick of time. The tool they will be
using to accomplish this monumental task is, you guessed it,
none other than those contest schedules and patterns you
downloaded from the District website and have noticed posted
throughout the hotels. Once a Host has greeted you, they will
stay with your chorus or quartet until you’re either finished with
your performance or they’ve handed you all off to yet another
highly trained and skilled Host.
So what happens once your quartet or chorus has “wowed”
the audience beyond belief? I’m glad you asked, now you’re a
part of that audience! So if you’re not too hoarse and tired from
all the action on stage, cheer to your heart’s content for your fellow singers. Don’t forget that there is no recording of any sort
permitted and absolutely no flash photography! If for any reason
you need to leave the auditorium, you are only permitted to do so
and return between performers. Please encourage all audience
members to afford the performers the best possible conditions to
share their hard work with you. Lead by example.
Once the final quartet or chorus has performed, the results
will be announced and an evaluation schedule will be given. If
you are in a quartet, plan on the evaluations to take place in the
judge's rooms back at their hotel. Chorus evaluations however,
will be conducted in the auditorium. Most contests produce
enough competitors that more than one round of evaluations is
necessary. Pay close attention to when and where your evaluation is scheduled and be there on time. The time you waste is
your time, not the other guys. Our society judges are very skilled
and have a multitude of information to share intended to help
every barbershopper improve as a singer and performer. Believe
me, you will want every second afforded you….and more!
Well there you have it, the Barbershop Convention with all
the nuts and bolts thrown in for good measure. If you’ve read
this far, you either have a really boring day going or maybe it’s
just possible you have identified something of value and hopefully have a bit better appreciation of what it takes to pull one of
these things together and what an important role you play in a
convention’s success.

The following was reprinted from the Rapid City, South
Dakota Voice of Democracy bulletin, Oct-Dec issue, Del Beck,
editor, and written by chapter President Steve Ferley.

It's great to be a Barbershopper! Our hobby does help give
us an insight into the lives of others in a way many others cannot imagine. Partly because we feel the words we sing and we
sing how we feel.
I spent an afternoon with four members of the Kiev Symphony Chorus. This was by chance, but nevertheless it happened. Beth-Anne and I were invited to lunch at a friend's
house. Jim and his wife Linda had four guests from Ukraine
staying the weekend and he thought we might enjoy some
salmon on the grill and some conversation with one of the
guests, as only one of them spoke English. I did not hear the
concert the previous evening at the Cathedral. As we introduced ourselves to the Ukrainians, we could see and hear that
they wanted to enjoy a meal, and some light-hearted laughter
with friends around the table. The guests were anxiously trying
to involve each other in chatting as the one fellow acted as interpreter for us Americans. Through the interpreter we asked
all the questions that we thought we wanted to know. The answers were sometimes given quite seriously by AhIla (a middle
aged lady who is a widow only a year), one younger lady (not
married), and the two guys who had families back in the
Ukraine. After a great meal we were served ice cream followed
with brownies, cookies and apple crisp.
“Their love of music immediately became apparent.”
One of the fellows really liked the ice cream and brownies
and this started some fun and jokes with him about eating all
the sweets. It was like there was no language barrier between
us for a short time. All of us were laughing with each other.
Throughout the table talk during the meal they all realized that
all of us Americans at the table really liked music. I asked them
to sing a little. They knew what to do. Their love of music immediately became apparent. First the widow sang a beautiful
song from her past. She had a great soprano voice. At first she
sat on the chair beside me singing and as she got more emotional about her song, she stood up and you could see those
stomach muscles tighten and her throat opened up and a truly
amazing sound came from this Ukrainian. We applauded
and then our big eater stood up and announced through the
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interpreter that he was going to sing a song from an opera. His
voice was like no other I have heard in a long time, he called
himself a baritone, but his voice was a bass. His resonance was
amazing and the fullness of his sound shook the patio doors.
He sang "O Solo Mio in Italian". WOW! They couldn't quit
now. We wouldn't let them. After a short Ukrainian discussion,
all four voices erupted in musical verse.
Now, all of a sudden it reminded me of the times we as
barbershoppers sit in a restaurant and we decide to sing for the
people around us. We all know that feeling. We listen for those
voices around us and like to blend with the others in our group.
The young lady started singing, a bit slumped in her chair, but
not for long. It was those stomach muscles and other parts of
the body that started producing a mezzo soprano sound (as she
told us later). We could hear the pronunciation of each word.
Even though we could not understand the language, we could
feel the story.
Here we were sitting at a table listening to four part harmony in Ukrainian! After a few more songs at the table we
moved into Jim's living room. At this point I called my daughter Jessica and asked her to sprint over to Jim's house to hear
this terrific sound. Jessica joined us as we were sitting in Jim's
living room. The Ukrainians just happened to know there was a
baby grand piano there. The big eater sat down at the piano and
played (without sheet music) a few songs, both fast and slow,
with ease. We later learned he teaches at one of their music
academies in Ukraine. Again, they sang their songs in their language, and also a couple of solos in Italian. They asked us to
sing with them and we found a common song we all knew,
"America The Beautiful." My posture was better than at practice as I sat there ready to sing. Stomach muscles tightened and
throat open. What will they think when I open my mouth and a
sound comes out? Will I do all the things Clayton, Al and Jim
have taught us? They said they usually do the song with orchestra, but we didn't care. What a thrill to sing four part harmony with the Ukrainian singers. The afternoon was filled
with more music, both piano and voice. Music is a universal
language. Enjoy the gift of your voice. It's great to be a Barbershopper. Be proud!

Chapter Digest
Voice of Democracy, Del Beck, editor, beckhaus@aol.com Rapid City, SD Shrine of Democracy
Editor Del Beck comments: “What a treat to have had Jim Bagby heading up our Harmony Happening festival.’ Jim is a
"Presentation" judge for our Society. Del wrote a good article on presentation. It’s Polka Time! Oktoberfest is scheduled for October
23rd. The game plan is the same as last year. The prep time will be limited because of contest, so please work on your polka music at
home. Plan on setup time Saturday morning on the 23rd. Webmaster Ken Weybright has the chapter website up and moving at sodchorus.com. Some pages that we have thought of are: schedule of events, copy of the newsletter, sing-out schedule, etc. We are still
working out various aspects of it. It is still in its infancy and will hopefully be undergoing many changes as we use it. The Shrine of
Democracy Chorus sing outs include Oct. 23rd at 6 pm Octoberfest, Knights of Columbus hall — red shirt, black vest, black slacks.
On Nov. 9 at 1 pm , they’ll sing for the Annual Meeting at the Canyon Lake Sr. Citizen Center. Date and time will be announced for
Christmas in the Mall.
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Chapter Digest
Weekly Update, Russ Born, editor, RHBorn@aol.com
Billings, Montana
President Brett Foster informed chapter on Tuesday, Sept.
14, that it was only FOUR rehearsals until District contest. “We
can all use a little extra help with our fancy footwork, etc!
Please try to attend our choreography sessions which start
promptly at 6:30 pm at the Lincoln Center.” Warm-ups at 7:00
pm sharp. A BIG part of our success at Cheyenne next
month will be the result of a commitment to excellence by each
and every member. Being fully warmed up and ready to rehearse at 7:30 is a part of that commitment. Hope to see you all
there, states editor Russ Born.
Member Truman Bovee’s Chile recipe missed an award by
only FIVE votes at last Saturday’s Downtown Billings Association Chile Cook-off. Hat’s off to Truman! (and pass the Tums!)
He would like to serve his Chile at this year’s Christmas Stroll.
Please thank Truman for all of his efforts on the behalf of our
Chorus! Truman wanted to make sure we thanked his assistants:
Ray Belmontez, Dick Findley, the “Generations Quartet” and
“Sound Barrier.” Chapter elections will take place on Tuesday,
Sept. 28th. Nominated were Brett Foster, President, Bob Saltee, Music & Performance VP, Russ Born, Marketing & PR VP,
Keith Kinkade, Chapter Development VP, Kent Schacht,
Treasurer, Dick Findley, Secretary, Lou Schuman, Secretary
Emeritus*, and Board Member at Large Truman Bovee. Repeating are Board Member at Large, Kelly Michaelis, Board Member at Large, Brian Thorn, and Immediate Past President, Arlie
Bornhoft.
Kent Schacht, Treasurer/Fall Convention Co-Chairman tells
us that the chorus will be staying at the Best Western Hitching
Post Inn in Cheyenne. Proofs taken at the Buckeye Invitational
have arrived. Board highlights included progress by David
Barnett on the web site and the tri-fold brochure as well as
possible dates for the Community Seven TV program featuring
info on the chorus. Keith Kinkade remains very active in
Chapter Development chores and is planning a guest night with
plans for making it a success. Kelly Michaelis and Bob Saltee
are forming the show committee. President Brett Foster is
looking for two people to co-chair a Singing Valentine’s
committee. The problem of social functions losing money was
also discussed and one solution will be that functions will now
have a sign up sheet and a requirement to attend or not to attend
along with the commitment to be responsible for payment if you
commit to attend. The Veterans Day Remembrance Project will
be organized and several venues will be found. Brett Foster is
also working hard on the new logo and presented some results.
Our very own Chorderly Report quartet will be competing in
Cheyenne! Please wish Ira, Dave, Adam and John good luck
and give them a great big cheer when they’re announced on Friday night! Bob Saltee, Music VP, reminds Is your uniform ready
to go? Start hydrating! A day or two before contest, increase
your water intake (the day of the contest is too late!). Also, get
plenty of rest leading up to Saturday!

ARE YOU WEARING YOUR BLUE RIBBON?
Remember, November 2nd (the “Arts and Museum Facilities
Mill Levy”) is the election. Did you get your ribbon that Brett
was passing out last week? You WILL get asked about it, giving
you a perfect opportunity to let people know that:
You are a proud Barbershopper!
The Big Sky Chorus is a member of the Billings Cultural
Partners,
The Big Sky Chorus will be one of the PRIMARY beneficiaries of the proceeds of the Arts and Museum Facilities – Mill
Levy and,
Much of the funding afforded the Big Sky Chorus through the
Levy will be directed toward music education of our youth.
Chorus repeats as RMD Small Chorus Champs!
We improved in two judging categories and held our own
against the very best choruses in our District. We can be
very proud of our performance in the 2004 RMD Chorus
Contest!
We improved in Presentation and stayed within one point
of our 2003 scores in the two other categories.
If we had scored the same in Presentation as our closest
competitor, the “Beehive Statesmen” from Salt Lake, we
would have finished in Fourth Place!
We were within 2 points of our performance last year and
dropped two places. That just shows how much the overall
level of performance within our District has improved!
Of the top 10 choruses, there was only one with fewer
performers, and they finished 10th!
We are having a party to celebrate our Plateau III Championship! It will be held at 6:30 pm Friday, Oct. 22nd at Kent and
Tia Schacht's house. The menu is a Soup Bar (good thing it’s
not a SOAP BAR — Editor). On Nov. 16th at 1:00 pm, the Channel 7 Program Filming is scheduled; it will air later that day at
5:00 and 7:00 pm. In December, the chapter Christmas Concert
with the Red Lodge High School choir will be held. On Dec.
11th at 7:00 pm, the Big Sky Chorus and the Symphony Chorale
will present a Christmas concert at the Alberta Blair Theatre. The
“Weekly Update” is brought to you by your Marketing/PR Task
Force — Russ Born, Editor, David Brickley, and Wally Zentner.
BIG SKY CHORUS ON AIR AT KEMC!
A group from our chorus will be manning the phones at
KEMC/Yellowstone Public Radio during their Fall Fund
Drive and hoping for some air time courtesy of Lois Bent,
whose show airs from 11:00-12:00 noon weekdays. They
will be taking pledge calls at the studio from 10:00 am 12:00 noon on Wed., Oct. 20 th. A really BIG Thank You to
Dave Barnett, David Brickley, and Dick Findley for volunteering to man the phones.
Thanks to Bob Saltee, Dave Barnett, Kent Schacht, Kelly
Michaelis, Arlie Bornhoft, and Brian Thorn for attending the
Levy meeting on Friday, Oct. 15. The Big Sky Chapter was the
best represented organization of the nine Levy participants and
was a "coming together" as we energized and activated our
troops to get out and vote YES on the Arts and Culture Levy.
Passage of this Levy equates to $25,000 per year for the Big Sky
Chorus!
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Youth Festival in Frisco hosted by MountainAires and High Country A Hit!

Girls getting a workout under Sherry Feller

Harmony Emporium

Jerry Hooper keeping the boys on their toes.

Rex, Bob, Jack, Roger

The boys rocking and rolling with “Barbara Ann”
as they learn it in an hour

UltraSoniX

Finishing up the show with “Bye, Bye Blues!”

David, Ted, Damian, and Tony serenading Cathie.

The following was a press release sent to the local paper in Summit, Colorado by YMIH VP Tony Pranaitis:

On Friday, Oct. 15th, ladies from the High Country Sweet Adeline chapter in Wheatridge, Colorado, and men from the Denver
MountainAires chapter in Edgewater, Colorado brought four part harmony to the vocal music students at Summit High School in
Frisco, Colorado at the invitation of music educator Cathie Hill.
The students had been working on their music for about two weeks prior to the festival, and had done a credible job of preparation
thanks to Cathie’s teaching skills, and a male parent volunteer who worked with the boys.
Under the direction of Sherry Feller (girls) and Jerry Hooper (boys), the students spent Friday afternoon with the visiting adults
doing intensive rehearsals, enjoying the adult performing quartets, and having a hot dog feast together. By 7:00 pm it was show time
and about 30 girls and 11 guys were joined by their adult section leaders and together put on a superb show. There were individual
performances by the girls and boys choruses and an audience Sing-a-long led by Ted playing piano and Tony on banjo. There were
performances by two adult quartets Harmony Emporium (Roger Taylor, tenor, Jack Cozzens, lead, Rex Abelein, baritone, Bob
Kaes, bass), and the UltraSoniX (David Zoetewey, tenor, Ted Cluett, lead, Tony Pranaitis, baritone, Damian Berger, bass) with
a combined chorus of men and women for the finale.
An outpouring of delightful comments following the show reflected one universal observation: the kids were having a BLAST up
there, and it was great to see the span of generations enjoying making music together. Yes, it was exciting for both of us (the kids and
the adults) to work together and perform together. The age separation was bridged by the music.
The youth of Summit High School have now discovered one very fun way to enjoy music through the fellowship of singing four
part harmony. New musical skills and confidence (through a cappella harmony singing) will doubtless carry over into other aspects of
the school's music program. And the students now know that there is music after high school that can bring a lifetime of enjoyment.
For us (the adults) there is probably no greater enjoyment sharing our music than with young people.
For more information about the Summit High School music program, contact Cathie Hill at HillC@summit.k12.co.us and for information about Youth Outreach harmony festivals, contact Tony Pranaitis at TonyChiro@juno.com.
Cathie Hill sent Tony the following after she had seen the story —
What a great press release/story! It was a terrific time, and the adults that I have encountered who were there unanimously
enjoyed the concert. It's fun watching youngsters and oldsters have such a great time singing together! Thank you for ALL of
the hard work, coordination, and communication that you put in! No way would this ever have happened without you! I hope
to have some boys down for Denver BarberFest III! Thanks for a terrific musical experience for my students and me!
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Chapter Digest
Serenader, Dick Lambert, editor, dicklam@swcp.com
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Please note the new email for editor Dick Lambert. We have
all been working very hard to bring our singing and presentation
up to a high level. Many thanks to Tom Hoover for leading us
through the many details of preparation, to Dennis Ledbetter for
the presentation plan, to Dick Lambert for the accommodations
coordination, and to Jerri Foster for her many hours in getting us
to sing better. The many church performances and Journal Pavilion on July 3rd with the Symphony has helped get our name out
into the community. We are attempting to work with NMSO for
another joint performance next year like the “Music Man” we did
last year at the Albuquerque Zoo. The emphasis now will be getting back into our cowboy mood for the American Bible College
graduation on October 15 and the OLD COWHANDS ON THE
RIO GRANDE at the Schuler Theater in Raton on Oct. 31. Our
talented Performance VP, Bob Cochnar, is writing a new script
for the joint show with the Musical Theatre Southwest to be performed on November 19-21 at the Hiland Theatre. The year ends
with our Christmas Concert on December 10 and 11 at the Central United Methodist Church and the RIVER OF LIGHTS singing
at the Bio Park.
Jerri Foster, new Music Director: “It's been four months since
joining the New MexiChords and I'm happy to say that I LOVE
this new avocation.”
2004 Chapter Goals
Increase revenue at the Annual Shows by 20% over the 2003 shows
Increase the membership to 90 men by year’s end
Grow the performing chorus to 80 singers by the Fall Contest
Place fourth place or better in the Fall Contest
Have at least five chapter quartets in the Fall Contest
Perform in public at least six times, plus Spring and Christmas shows

The New MexiChords sang the National Anthem at the opening ceremony on the first day of the 2004 Balloon Fiesta. We
were greeted by a standing ovation from over 10,000 people!
Good Spotlight articles on new members Chuck Taylor and Herb
Burgess. A great stocking stuffer is the New MexiChord’s CD’s
at $10.00 each and cassette tapes at $5.00 each. Call 352-2590
to order.
James Pittman, the tall thin man with the big handlebar mustache that visited us about four times and planned to transfer from
Santa Fe chapter after moving to Albuquerque, has announced
that he has inoperable brain tumors and that his physical condition will preclude him from singing with us. Let's keep James in
our prayers.
____________________________________

More From O.C. Cash
All choruses have chaos...the successful ones are those
who hide this fact from the judges, at least most of the time.

Another year has passed and we're all a little older.
Last summer felt hotter and winter seems much colder.
I rack my brain for happy thoughts, to put down on my pad,
But lots of things that come to mind that make me kind of sad.
There was a time not long ago when life was quite a blast.
Now I fully understand about "Living in the Past"
Ivan Jensen, Tucson, Arizona

RMD

Chapter Digest

Send all bulletins by email or mail to:
Jim Jensen, Chapter Digester
7764 Newland St.
Arvada, CO 80003
jimjenpix@comcast.net
Jim is NOT getting everyone’s bulletin. Please add him to
your mailing lists — thank you! Please send your bulletins to
both Woody and I as well, in case something slips through.
Our active editors are:

Albuquerque — Dick Lambert
Billings — Russ Born
Burley — Paul Brown
Colby — Owen Herndon
Loveland — Milt Hayden
D. MountainAires — Steve Jackson
Montrose — Bill Sutton
Ogallala — Roy Godbolt
Pueblo — Jack Hedinger
Rapid City — Del Beck
Wouldn’t you enjoy reading about YOUR chapter in this
magazine? It can be done; if news is sent, we’ll use it.

THANK YOU!

Canyon Chords, Bill Sutton, Editor, WillieSut@aol.com
Montrose, Colorado
The Montrose chapter is singing every Thursday at 7:00 pm
at the Community United Methodist Church of Olathe. Their official web site: www.blackcanyonchorus.org.
No rest for the harmonious as the chorus has been busy performance at a potluck/singout at Ridgway State Park. Silver
Haired Daddies filled in the spaces to give some rest for the
chorus and add a few minutes to the presentation. No rain this
time and the sky was fantastic. Once again the “Daddies” sang
"Riding Down the Canyon" just as the sun set in the west just as
the song indicates. The rambling pickup quartet sang "Coney Island Baby" with Gene Bond filling on bass for Stannard. Great
evening, great singing, great time. After a weeks respite by practicing, we met at the corner of Main and Townsend again to taunt
the diesels and HOGS competing for the noise award. Thanks to
Don Dufka, the sound system was plugged in and fine tuned by
Duane to help us reach the audience with some melodic sounds.
Again we had a good turnout of singers -18 or 20 stood obediently for two hours as Bob Doty broke into a sweat herding us
into good harmony with a semblance of professionalism. The Silver Haired Daddies helped take up the space to fill up the time.
"Coney Island Baby" was sung again but this time by Tim,
Glenn Simpson, Gary Armour, and Gene Bond. Wow, we are
doing a good job getting more and more members involved with
quartetting. Next on our busy agenda was another singout at the
Country Village RV Park, and, to my mind, the very best we have
ever done at that fine location. We had a good, enthusiastic
crowd and we sounded the way we are supposed to sound —
darned good! The Silver Haired Daddies did a couple as did the
Davis sans Stannard quartet.
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And then we did another singout — this time at the Ouray
town park amid the squalls, wind, and low temperatures. Last official singout of the season was the Blue Mesa RV park again and
our chorus participation was outstanding with 25 dedicated singers making the trip; one would not have known we were scheduled. Fourmata met at least ten RV'ers at Pappy's, all staying at
the Blue Mesa RV park, all unaware of our performance. New
quartet in the making? We have now heard twice now from a budding new quartet, with Carl Schultz as lead, Gene Bond as bass,
Glenn Simpson as tenor, and Don Dufva as baritone. They did a
'new' song, "Tumbling Tumbleweeds," at the Blue Mesa RV
singout and definitely have the qualifications to become a registered quartet. Way to go, guys. Keep on singing!
President Carl Schultz stated: “A special thanks to Bob Doty
who has not only directed all but one or two of our performances,
but has also done a great job as MC. I also want to thank Larry
Estes and Tom Chamberlain for stepping up as pinch hitters and
doing a fine job when needed. Chapter is busy now preparing for
the 2005 Patriotic show with songs to be learned and songs to be
reviewed. Fall and winter gives us plenty of time to be ready. In
my mind, summer should be spent performing and making good
use of our hard work. I applaud Don Dufva and those who made
this summer the busiest in memory. When we do what we did, it
is totally obvious that it is great to be a barbershopper!”
Larry Estes was appointed by Larry Wilkinson to function as
vacated Public Relations Vice President (Greg Ray) until the term
expires at the end of 2005. We are pleased to have Larry's experience and talent represented on the Board. The other very
good reason Larry was there is that he has agreed to be the
Show Chairman for 2005 Show and has started to put together a
schedule for tasks and by whom. Bob Doty has a trailer made
from the rear end of a pickup and he hopes to lower it, paint it,
and enclose it. He said he will make it available to the chorus if
we are interested. The response was that some cost to the chorus must be identified and some measurements to allow for both
the risers and sound system to be stored should be provided to
the board prior to a decision.
With the loss of members Doty and Koverman, our chorus
will be reduced to 29 members. Larry E. reported on progress for
the 2005 show with some discussion on the final selection of
songs. He also informed us that he is more than willing to 'help
out' with directing until an official 'front line' director can be discovered, but he is NOT willing to be that guy. Of course there was
some lengthy discussion about replacement for Bob Doty with
several names bantered about as possibilities. With COTS claiming four guys (Estes, Schultz, Wilson, and Armour) and four to
five others (Wiesner, Corso, Barnett, Chamberlain, and Barnes) appearing in the Chamberlain Theater Show, there is some
real concern about appearing on the Sweet Adeline Show November 13. The 2006 Show is set for March 25.
Director Bob Doty has moved on to California due to unexpected changes in his family life. Fourmata went through the
same gut-wrenching experience at their last practice on September 15. They sang to a special gathering at his school to say
"farewell" to Bob, and we sang to Duane Morris' niece at the
Delta Radio Shack. Larry Estes and Tom Chamberlain have
stepped up to help the chorus prepare for another excellent show
under the guidance of Show Chairman, Larry Estes. A possible
singout for Veteran's Day in November is for the chorus to appear
on the Olathe School memorial assembly (Gary Wilson is doing
the legwork). Chorus is recruiting singers NOW for our Christmas
appearances.
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Mountain Talk, Steve Jackson, Editor,
sjjbullead@aol.com Denver, Colorado
Charter member Chuck Reynolds passed away August 7th
and charter member Earl Robinson died August 28th. A small
group of Denver MountainAires plus wives and families took
over Panorama Park from noon to 4:00 pm on September 11th for
their annual chapter picnic. Lots of food and lots of singing made
for a very pleasant afternoon of satiation and camaraderie. .
Chairman Steve Jackson Invited all interested members to
attend a planning session for the 2005 Singing Valentines program Wed., Nov. 10th. John and Evelyn DeFoe celebrated their
60th wedding anniversary Saturday, August 28th with family and
friends with a picnic near Golden with about ten barbershoppers
(and wives) attended.
Music VP Dr. Stu Bellack wrote: ”On Sept. 7th, thirty Denver
MountainAires enjoyed a balmy summer night at Coors Field,
and sang “America the Beautiful” under assistant director Ken
Graybill. Then, they watched the Colorado Rockies baseball
game against the St. Francisco Giants. The “Tribute To America” Harmony Showcase on Monday, Sept. 27, will be at 7:30 pm
at the Rocky Mountain College of Art and Design in Lakewood.
Two quartets are scheduled to help in the Oct. 15 YMIH show at
Frisco H.S. The annual YMIH fundraiser Denver Barber Fest III is
scheduled for Oct. 22 at Ranum HS with special guests Sound of
the Rockies, Storm Front, NeXus, and Ignition quartets plus
several chapter quartets.
Curtis Terry's quartet, Ignition, will be our show headliner
quartet. Spring show repertoire is - Give Me That Barbershop
Style, How Can I Miss You If You Won't Go Away, You Know I
Care, On the Sunny Side of the Street, Mandy, If I Had My Way,
Don't Go In the Lions Cage Tonight, By the Light of the Silvery
Moon, and Battle Hymn of the Republic. Show chairman Scot
Bloemendaal stated, “These are some great songs - who picked
them anyway? Maybe that chap should be writing the show script;
that would teach him!” Scot then wrote:”….. if you can’t sell tickets, help somewhere else! Don’t sit on the sideline; this is a
chapter show - let’s get everyone involved!”
The chapter has two Harmony Showcase performances in
December, both on Tuesday — Dec. 7th at Windsor Gardens and
Dec. 14th at RMCAD. The show is called “Holiday Harmony” and
ticket reservations are already robust.
The chapter Board has instructed YMIH VP Tony Pranaitis to
seek a Harmony Showcase performance on Tuesday, Feb. 15th,
obviously another Valentine’s Day theme show, and then to look
ahead beyond the April 16 show for a Harmony Showcase event
at Heather Gardens.
A recent copy of the Arvada Sentinel had chapter quartet
Four Cents Postage Due on the front page. “The quartet had to
put up with a substitute baritone (Tony Pranaitis) as regular Bob
Dickman was unavailable for this performance. Tony is hiding
behind the cake. Visible are Al White, Len Wheaton, and Warren Van Meter. The quartet performed "God Bless America" during the commemorative ceremony, and then sang "Happy Birthday Arvada" at the cake cutting ceremony. Then they strolled the
"midway" entertaining the crowd.”
Their Awards/Installation Dinner has been set for Saturday,
Jan. 10 at their meeting hall. Plans are to have a potluck, do a lot
of singing, laughing, and socializing while they honor their BOTY
and install their new slate. Editor Steve Jackson will be assisting
once again as RMD bulletin editor, this time around as a co-editor
with Woody Woods. This chapter stays busy!
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Cowboy Capitol Chorus News
Roy Godbolt, editor, roygod@gpcom.net
Ogallala, Nebraska
A striking appearance to the CCC bulletin as editor Roy Godbolt uses color very effectively to get the members attention—
nicely done! His August 24th issue lists the proposed schedule.
An interesting note: they designate 5:30 to 7:00 pm as Quartet
practice. I wonder if their quartets actually come to the meeting
hall or if they practice on their own prior to the chapter meeting
that extends from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm. Director Susan Kelton
rkelton@charter.net lists the songs that she’ll be working on for
August: Hush ,Old Rugged Cross, Wait Till the Sunshine Nellie, In
the Still of the Night, a new humor song ,Amazing Grace, The
Lord's Prayer, Closer Walk, Basin Street, and Barbara Ann —
quite a variety, let’s ALL go to one of their meetings.
Chapter Development VP Toby Hansen implores — We
really need more than one quartet to sing Valentines next February. Please memorize: Valentines Greetings, Let Me Call You
Sweetheart, and Heart of my Heart. If you need music, see me.
We will continue to sing after regular practice. I hope that you all
can hang around and enjoy the fun. The 4 in A-Chord quartet
performed in Grant. Steve Schwartzkopf shared a note that he
received from RMD VP Lee Taylor concerning their chapter
counselor Don Kready and why he hadn’t been seen around —
“Chapter Counselor is Gary Drown. This cross-district swap was
made due to Don Kready's extensive commitments with Central
States and Sweet Adeline activities. Don is now more available,
and you might see him back. I'll keep you posted.”
Regards, Lee Taylor, VP-CSLT RMD
At the Brule Park performance July 25th: After the tonic chord
was blown, a passing freight train blew a correct pitch as the chorus joined in. Must be a lead — hmmm.
The seven boys from Hershey and North Platte who attended
Harmony Camp in Estes Park June 18 -20 came back enthused.
We invited them to rehearsal Tuesday, July 27th so that we could
hear about their experiences first hand, Isaac and David from
Hershey were able to join our chorus for a few songs and the lead
and bass of our 4 in A-Chord quartet turned over their parts for
some quartet fun. We started our meeting an hour early to make
up for the hour time difference between Ogallala and Hershey.
Isaac Windham (lead) and David Barger (bass) with CCC's
Steve Schwartzkopf and Toby Hansen.
Saturday, August 14th — The Ogallala Beauty Contest was
opened as the audience rose and the Cowboy Capitol chorus
singing the national anthem Sunday, August 15th. The Cowboy
Capitol Chorus sang at the Congregational and the Methodist
churches in Grant followed by a quick tour of the Meadowlark Art
Gallery and lunch at Stumpy's followed by some old favorites to
round out the day.
Editor Roy put out a special edition of the bulletin that featured
the weekend schedule of the upcoming District convention in
Cheyenne — lifted from the website. Good idea! It’s GOOD to
have a website!
Chapter President Mark Wendell is a man of few words —
bassesisaces@yahoo.com. Director Susan Kelton has added
Walkin' After Midnight, 5'2" Parody, Georgia Medley, and Everybody Loves a Lover to the September songs. Roy mistakenly
referred to the "Miss Lake McConaughy/Miss High Plains Scholarship pageant" in last month's bulletin as "The Ogallala Beauty
Contest" (they're pretty fussy about their name) and “thanks Toby
for his input and helping to keep me honest.”

On Sept. 7th at 6:30 pm they had a Sight Reading session
set — good idea. On Sept. 12th, a possible singout at UCC and
the Methodist Churches in Ogallala, times to be announced. On
Sept. 16th at 7:00 pm, the Queen City Jazz Band from Denver
will play in the Sidney High School Auditorium.
Director Susan Kelton adds — “We will be singing at the
UCC church this month. We just may have hit a snag on the 12th
since we would like to combine this with another church singout.
When we do sing, we will be singing “Hush” and “The Lord’s
Prayer.” Attire will be our vests, etc. The singout in Sutherland is
for the senior care facility there and their families. The director
heard us at Paxton and loved the performance there. We will be
singing for about half an hour and will do excerpts from the show.
Probable songs will be: Hush, This Little Light, Everybody Loves
a Lover, maybe The Old Songs, Mary Lou, Barbara Ann, Down
By, Irish Blessing, Nellie, God Bless America, maybe Summertime, Battle Hymn, and/or Lida Rose. This is the first time we’ve
sung in Sutherland, and we will be looking for leads for men to
contact who might like to sing with us. We’ll wear our vests, etc.
The Puppet Group is looking for additional entertainment at their
performance on the 26th. We would do about the same show that
we will do at Sutherland. This date is still in question.”
Good article from Susan Kelton concerning her directing priorities each meeting as she explains the balance between singing
show songs, repertoire songs, performance songs, church songs,
holiday songs, songs to make each section look good (bari’s,
too?) and old repertoire songs — whew. She suggests singing
more of the old songs after the meeting while they enjoy their organized break, quartetting, and gang singing. Good idea!
Show date has been set for March 12th with the Chordial
Celebration from Scottsbluff. Almost finished selecting songs —
Susan is considering that they will use “Nellie,” “Hush,” 5’2” parody, “in the Still of the Night,” “Walkin’ After Midnight,” “Georgia
Medley.” She had suggestions for “You Can’t Have your Kate and
Edith, too,” “I Used to Call her Baby,” “I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles,” “Aura Lee/Love Me Tender” and a couple of “Hawaiian”
songs.
Editor Roy Godbolt is on the board of the P.C.A.A.C. Perkins
County Area Arts Council and looking to promote the chorus from
within on their website (he’s the webmaster) with a few musical
clips — great idea — let us know how that turns out..
The election committee decides to keep the current officers
for the next year. Hmmm, they must have done a good job. President: Mark Wendell, Secretary: Jerry Warfield, Treasurer: Dale
Wee, Membership VP: Toby Hansen, Music VP: Steve
Schwartzkopf, At Large Member: Ed Schwartz, At Large Member: Roger Armstrong. Non voting members are Bulletin Editor:
Roy Godbolt, Historian: Mike Berry, and Director: Susan Kelton. Music VP Steve Schwartzkopf has set up an email account
for the chorus. It's ccchorus@hotmail.com. We will have this address on our brochure that Roy is making for us. On Oct. 23/24, a
pending singout at Catholic Church. On Nov. 18th, caroling in
Grant.

I received lots of bulletins from just a few
chapters — can we improve? If you want to see a
full page of your chapter news, go wake up your
editor, webmaster, or President and get them
busy! I can’t publish what I don’t receive.

Thank You!

We Get E-Mail
Steve,
I'm sure glad to see you on the job again. You always do such
good work. Here’s a picture of five Saltaires recruiting a new
chorus member at a Park City, Utah, restaurant on the trip to
Cheyenne.

Clockwise from lower left: Earle Clark, Jerry Duggar, Mike
Deputy, Scott Stevens, Kim Gilbertsen
Regards — Mike Deputy
Editor’s Note: Here’s a beautiful opportunity for a captionwriting contest — any takers? This one is TOO easy for me!
_____________________________________

A few Sundays back, the CCC sang at the congregational
Church in Ogallala, then proceeded over to Hoke's for lunch and
a couple of old tunes guaranteed (hopefully) not to cause emphatic rejection of recently digested lunch by other Hoke's patrons. Since our Director Susan had to attend a business meeting we were forced to substitute another blonde director in her
absence. Fortunately Ryan's daughter had finished dessert and
volunteered. Meanwhile back at the ranch, Ryan and Phil tried
to embarrass a lady in the audience by serenading her with
"Mary Lou" and ended up scaring the waitresses who thought
they might be next.
V.P. Music & Performance Steve Schwartzkopf is looking
for candidates for chapter Barbershopper of the Year — to be
honored at a pot luck supper with wives and friends sometime in
Oct. Would the chorus like to have matching polo shirts with our
CCC logo to wear at functions other than our full dress outfits?
The shirts would be paid for by the chapter. We still need to
have a promo picture of the "entire" chorus taken sometime.
Director Susan Kelton asks — Did you see the article in the
Keith County News? The picture featured the boys who came
down from Hershey who attended the Harmony Summer Camp
and tried to summarize our activities for the summer. Isaac
Windham had an important role in the recent "Two by Two"
musical production in North Platte. He listed in the program
notes as one of his accomplishments "lead in the Hershey
Barbershop Quartet." We have selected the songs for the
show this year. Thanks for your help and input. We also will be
adding some small groups as we go along. My goal is to have
learning tapes/CD's ready by mid-November. We've heard from
our new Chapter Counselor, Don Kready, from Colby, Kansas.
It sounds like we can expect a visit soon. Let's make October
"Bring a Guest to Rehearsal Month!”
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Sunsational News, Jack Hedinger, editor
Pueblo, Colorado
The June-July issue reported that their director will be in
Germany on July 6th, but urges the chorus to keep working on
the new show songs. And from PVP Hardwicks: “The Mystery
Night program was a complete success! Everyone enjoyed themselves, and lots of good music was heard. Thanks to the Sweet
Ad’s and everyone who took part. Fifth Tuesdays are Mystery
Nights.”
Learning tapes for the show songs are being worked on.
Jack Hedinger is also Show Chairman. Show theme is “Mister
Music,” a tribute to Irving Berlin. NeXus from Denver Mile
High will be our headliners, and Freddie King will be our special Master of Ceremonies. Show will be held at the Damon
Runyon Theatre, a 300 seat auditorium. They are really pushing
advertising sales for the show program, an area in which they
seem to do well; this year, they will only run quarter, half, and
full pages — keeping it simple! Good idea. Show songs include:
God Bless America, When It’s Night Time In Dixieland, The
Girl That I Marry, Always, Alexander's Ragtime Band, There’s
No Business Like Show Business, and When You’re Smiling.
Quartet songs are: Mandy, A Pretty Girl Is Like A Melody, When
I Leave The World Behind, and Easter Parade. Good repertoire!
The August—September issue sadly reports the passing of
22 year member Stanley VanBuskirk, who sang with the Daytimers quartet for many years. He passed away August 2nd.
Their PVP is always looking for suggestions for the Mystery
Nights — the most popular seems to be the Hayrides. Next one
will be Aug. 31 and cost is $6.00. Yippee! Their director went to
Director’s College and took classes in: Sound Management,
Directing Techniques, Theory 2, Performance, and Leadership.
Show progress is going well. Jack does a one or two sheeter,
depending upon how many guys wrote articles. He puts color
photo’s beside each officer — great idea! How about letting us
know who all those good looking guys were? Everyone’s smiling, anyway! Director Gene was pleased with a recent morning
sing out at King of Kings Lutheran Church with the 11 people
present (hmm, chorus or audience?). Good piece on fifth wheeling, or the fine art of knowing when to butt in and sing with the
quartet and when not to — if they start throwing things, better
cease and desist!
The October Sunsational News features a leadership change
as Eric Morgan, President, resigned because of a promotion
and becoming a new daddy. Congratulations! Long time member and current Music VP Howard Lukenbill was promptly
volunteered and was sworn in before he could change his mind.
Like any leader, Howie is concerned with membership, the
show, singing Valentines, attendance, just to mention a few.
Chapter elections (and auction — don’t ask me, I just read and
report it) are slated for Oct. 12th. Ticket sales chairman is Bill
Iverson, with assistance from Ben Ramos (Pueblo sales) and
Skip Hardwick (Canon City sales). Sounds like things are well
in hand for our Pueblo brothers—they are small but mighty!

Keep the Whole World Singing!
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COTS Faculty Biographies
Dean

Marketing & PR

Hank Pivarnik – Southwestern District (Texas). Hank sings
with the Vocal Majority chorus and has been a COTS faculty
member since 1995. Past Barbershop offices/committee positions held: Chapter: Program VP and President. Barbershop
Award and Honors: 1991 Chapter Barbershopper of the Year.
Director of Sales Worldwide Accounts for Hilton Hotels Corporation. hank_pivarnik@hilton.com

Theodore C. Sayle – Far Western District (Arizona). Ted
sings with the Phoenicians Chorus (Phoenix Saguaro Chapter).
He has been a COTS faculty member since 2001. He has served
as Chapter PR chairman, Chapter Treasurer, Chapter President
& was selected as BOTY. He serves on the Society CSLT Committee. He was Public Relations Manager for Pepsi Cola of the
Pacific, Sr. VP for Frito Lay of Hawaii, and President of the Hawaiian Juice Industries. BassLion@aol.com.

Presidents
Stephen Wyszomierski – Johnny Appleseed District
(Pennsylvania). Steve has been a member of the Society since
1975. He is a member of the Shenango Valley Chapter, PennOhio Singers and has been a COTS faculty member since 1999.
Steve has served as chapter president twice for a total of five
years and served as chapter VP of Music and Performance for
15 years. He is currently a Chapter counselor, VP-CSLT for
JAD, and a COTS faculty member. sbw@zoominternet.net

Secretaries
Lowell Shank - Cardinal District (Kentucky). Sings with
Mammoth Cave, KY Chapter. COTS faculty since 1985. Offices
held: All chapter offices, Cardinal District secretary, president,
Society Board member (1990-91), PROBE President (1992-95
and 2005), and editor of Cardinal District's IN-KY NOTES bulletin
(1992-97). Awards: Cardinal District BOTY (1984), International
Bulletin Editor of the Year (1985), PROBE Hall of Honor (1998),
Cardinal District Hall of Fame (2003). Currently chapter secretary, Chairman of the Society COTS Subcommittee and retired
Professor of Chemistry - Western Kentucky University.
lowell.shank@wku.edu

Secretaries
Ken Galloway – Evergreen District (Oregon). Ken sings with
the Portland Metro Chorus (Bridge Town Sound). He has been
a chapter Member at Large (1996), Chapter President (1997,
1999, 2000), Chapter Membership VP (1998), and Chapter
Counselor since 2001. He was Chapter BOTY in 1997 and
served as Committee Chairman for the Portland International
Convention. He has been District Secretary since 2003.
kengalloway@gorge.net

Treasurers
Richard Morrison – South Western District (Texas). Rich
sings with the Dallas Metro chorus. He has been a COTS faculty
member since 1995. Past Barbershop offices/committee positions held: Chapter: Treasurer. District: Treasurer. Barbershop
Award and Honors: Barbershopper of the month—several times.
Current barbershop office/committee: District Treasurer. Rich is
a Consultant/Computer services sales. RichSinger@aol.com

Chapter Development
Tim Hanrahan - Sunshine District (Florida). Tim has been a
barbershopper since 1955 and is presently the Chapter Development Vice-President for the Greater Canaveral Chapter. He has
served in all chapter officer positions. At the District level, his
service included terms as Secretary, Vice President and Sunshine District President. Tim is presently a member of three Society Committees - External Affairs, Member Services and Nominating as well as being the COTS Faculty Advisor for Chapter
Development. He is a Chapter counselor and was elected to two
terms as Society President in 1996 and 1997.
THHirish@aol.com

Music & Performance
Mel Knight - Evergreen District (Oregon). Mel is a 40-year
member of the Society with dual memberships in Tualatin Valley
and Salem. He is a former Director of Music Education & Services for the Society. He is a music judge and chairman of the
Society Music & Publications Committee. He sings in Over Time,
2000 International Seniors Champions and was the baritone in
the Cascade Connection, 1982 Evergreen District Champions. He directed the Eugene "Cascade Chorus" to district championships in 1982 and '83. Mel is a past BOTY and member of
the Evergreen District Hall of Fame. He is married to Pat and has
three adult children and three grandchildren.
melbari@aol.com

Chorus Directors
Bruce Foreman – Evergreen District (Washington). Bruce
sings with the Pierce County, WA chapter and the Odyssey quartet. Offices held: Chapter president, treasurer, marketing & public relations, and music & performance. District offices include
DVP-Chorus Director Development, Executive VP (1998-1999),
President (2000-2002), and DVP-Music & Performance (2003present). He has been Dean of Harmony College Northwest
(2004), president of Quartet Champions of the Evergreen District,
and treasurer of the QCED Endowment Fund. Awards include
1976 District Quartet Champion (The Commencement Bay Flounders and Seafood Conspiracy) and is a certified director. Bruce
was 1998 District VP-CDD of the year for the Society.
bp4man@wamail.net

YMIH
Bob Thomas - Evergreen District (Oregon). Bob sings with
the Mt. Baker Toppers and GQ, a gospel quartet. He has been a
COTS faculty member since 2004. Bob is a Certified Contest Administrator and is currently the DVP-CJ for EVG. He has held
VP-YMIH and VP-M&P offices for two chapters. Bob is an International chorus competitor and District finalist quartet competitor.
He is a retired high school teacher.
dblbass37@hotmail.com

Chapter Counselor
Keeth Miller – Mid-Atlantic District (Virginia) Keeth sings with
The Virginians (Richmond, VA) chapter and is a dual member
with the Chester County Chordbusters (Pennsylvania). He has
been a Society member since 1974 and has held all chapter offices, except Music VP, 2 or more times – President, four times.
Keeth was chapter BOTY and has been an Area Counselor. He
is currently a Chapter Counselor and is currently DVP-CSLT for
the M-AD. keethm@comcast.net
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Nov. 13-14, 2004

Chapter
Operations
Training
Seminar
Chapter or Individual Registration Form
Fee schedule: $110.00 per person (please postmark by October 30th.)
Includes COTS registration and three meals. Transportation & lodging on your own.

Checks payable to: Rocky Mountain District COTS
Mail form and fees to: Bill Lahti, 708 S. Depew St., Lakewood, CO 80226-4846
Registrations can be transferred, but not refunded after Nov. 3, 2003.
PLEASE PRINT NAMES ATTENDING BELOW
President Course _______________________________________________________________________________________
Secretary Course _______________________________________________________________________________________
Treasurer Course _______________________________________________________________________________________
Music and Performance Course __________________________________________________________________________
Chorus Director Course _________________________________________________________________________________
Marketing & Public Relations Course ____________________________________________________________________
Chapter Development Course ____________________________________________________________________________
Chapter Counselor Course _______________________________________________________________________________
Young Men in Harmony Course __________________________________________________________________________
Note: Chapters that have Program VP, Member Services VP, At-Large Board, or any other, select from the above
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Enclosed check is for ____ registrations @ $110.00 ea. from __________________________chapter
Print chapter name, not chorus name.

Contact name: ________________________ Phone: ___________________ E-mail: ______________

COTS will be held at the Radisson Hotel Denver Stapleton Plaza, 3333 Quebec St., Denver, CO 80207.
Call your room reservation in as soon as possible to 303-321-3500. It is important to give them the
Group Name as: ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT COTS when reserving your room. The convention rate is
$75.00 per room.
For additional information see separate flyer or contact Bill Lahti @ nate5696@attbi.com
Home (303) 742-4890 Work (303) 292-3550 Cell (720) 635-6608 This form online at www.rmdsing.org
COTS School is open to all chapter members who have an interest in leadership roles.

There will a special presentation by the Sound of the Rockies Chorus on Saturday evening.
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ShowFest! 2004 a Resounding Success
Rio Rancho, N.M. – On Saturday April 3, 2004, show
choirs from high schools throughout the Albuquerque
metro area sang and danced in ShowFest! 2004, held at
Rio Ranch HS Performing Arts Center. Over 300 students
participated in this competition, which annually features
the top show choirs in the state. In addition to the participants, over 1300 family members and friends attended to lend their support to the choirs.
This year, choirs from Rio Grande HS, La Cueva HS,
St. Pius HS, Eldorado HS, Del Norte HS, Manzano HS,
Moriarty HS, and Sandia HS strutted their stuff in front
of judges from Chicago, San Francisco, and Los Angeles. At the end of the day, the top choirs were: (1) Main
Street from La Cueva HS, (2) Morning Song from Manzano HS, (3) Gold Rush from Eldorado HS, and (4) 5th
Avenue from La Cueva HS. Along with group awards, individuals were also selected for special recognition.
Shaunte l Campos (La Cueva HS) was the outstanding
female soloist and Matt Ellison (Moriarty HS) won outstanding male soloist honors. Cameron Steider (La
Cueva HS) won the Lauren Leder Scholarship, a $250
award given in honor of Lauren Leder, who devoted over
20 years as a music educator within the Albuquerque
Public Schools.
This year’s ShowFest was hosted by the Duke City
Chorus (DCC), a chapter of the Society for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartet Singing
in America (SPEBSQSA). Part of the DCC vision is to
“lead the cause of encouraging vocal music in our
schools and communities” and to this end, the members
of the DCC organize youth outreach activities such as
ShowFest and an annual Youth Harmony Camp as a service to our young generation, our schools, and our community. For more information, go to the DCC web page
(http://dukecitychorus.com) and follow the “Youth Outreach” link. Contact: Larry Schoof; 505-828-2510 (hm)
or 505-844-5156 (wk)

Showfest 2004 Adjudicators
NANCY BOCEK (IL) – Based in the Chicago metropolitan
area, Nancy enjoys a national reputation as a choreographer, clinician, and adjudicator for show choirs from the junior high
school through college levels. She has been on staff at Showchoir Camps of America since 1983, as well as serving as a choreographer for the New England Show Choir Camp in Boston,
MA, and the Brightleaf Music Workshop in Durham, NC. Ms.
Bocek has been the recipient of numerous awards for her choreography throughout the United States. In addition to her work
with show choirs, Ms. Bocek has choreographed over 65 high
school and community musical theater productions in the Chicago area.

LAMONT RIDGELL (CA) – LaMont Ridgell works in and
around the San Francisco Bay area as an Executive Assistant,
Cabaret/Jazz singer, choreographer, vocal jazz clinician and
voice-over artist. An alumnus of Interlochen Music Camp, he's
also been on the roster at Fred Waring Summer Music Workshops, International Music Camp, Show Choir Camps of America, UNC Vocal Jazz Workshops and the Phil Mattson Vocal
Jazz Workshops choreographing, teaching, adjudicating vocal
jazz & show choir performances. Mr. Ridgell is a graduate of
Syracuse University & Western Michigan University where he
was a vocalist/choreographer for Gold Company. He's been performing in and around the Bay Area and just released his debut
CD entitled "Intimacy" which is available at Amazon.com &
CD Baby.com. More information can be found at http://www.
LaMontRidgell.com
BRETT CARROLL (CA) – director of Burbank (CA) High
School’s “In Sync” chow choir

Thank to webmaster Walt Gallaher for this update!

DCC Calendar
Oct 21 Thurs 7-10 pm DCC Practice, MVUMC
Nov 18 Thurs 6:30-8 pm Hispanic Cultural Center and
Keller Hall, UNM, Sat. and Sunday
June 15-18 Wed-Sat (details later)
Dec 2, 3, 4 Thu-Sat ? Christmas Shows
Heights Christian, RRUMC
Jan 5-8 Wed-Sat All State Music Festival
(Barbershop workshop)
April 1 Fri All day Rio Rancho High School
April 30 Sat ? Macey Center, Socorro (Performance)
May 20, 21, 22 Fri– Sat pm, 7 pm & Sun 2 pm
Annual Show - RRUMC Friday,
5th Annual Youth Harmony Camp-Socorro

The Duke City Chorus is the Bernalillo County
Chapter of SPEBSQSA*
based in Albuquerque, New Mexico

2003 Plateau II District Champions
2002 Plateau II District Champions
2001 Plateau II District Champions
2000 Buckeye Invitational Small Chorus Champions
1999 Plateau III District Champions
Rocky Mountain District Championship,
September 2001, Greeley, CO

Chapter Contacts
Billings Lou Schuman mlouschu@aol.com
Burley Paul Brown donnab1@pmt.org
Cache Valley bridgerlandchorus@yahoo.com
Casper Aaron Maxwell tamax@earthlink.net
Cedar City Jim Halen jimchris@skyviewmail.com
Cheyenne Pete Steiger pbs@canada.com
G. Springs Larry Tallmadge larryt@sopris.net
Granby Al Clark abclark@rkymtnhi.com
Idaho Falls Kerry Jensen ckjensen@cableone.net
Los Alamos Joe D’Anna joeleedanna@att.net
Ogallala Mark Wendall bassesisaces@yahoo.com
Rexburg Bob Doolittle Rob_Doo@msn.com
Santa Fe Lee Meyers mmeyers2272@aol.com
Scottsbluff Clark Nichols cnichols1@bbc.net
Sterling Norm Berry pnberry@sosinc.net
Spearfish Howard Owens enhowens@rushmore.com

Websites

Webmasters

Albuquerque
Bill Terborg
newmexichords.com
Bernalillo County
dukecitychorus.com
Boulder
Don Reimer
harmonize.com/timberliners
Colby
Colby.xks.com/~thomasc/Colbytour/tumbleweedC.html
Colorado Springs
ATBchorus.com
Colorado Springs Metro
Woody Woods
peakexperiencechorus.org
Denver MountainAires
Bob Kaes
harmonize.com/DenverMountainaires
Denver Mile High
Randy Johnson
soundoftherockies.com
Durango
durangobarbershoppers.org
Farmington
Dave Baker
fourcornersharmony.com
Grand Junction
Paul Didier
home.bresnan.net/~bookcliffchorus
Longmont
harmonize.com/longmont
Loveland
Norm Miller
valentinecitychorus.com
Montrose
blackcanyonchorus.org
Orem
uvskyline.com
Pocatello
Http://members.home.com/gardun2/gateway
Pueblo
gopueblo.com
Rapid City
Ken Weybright
sodchorus.com
Salt Lake City
beehivestatesmen.org
Wasatch Front
Scott Stevens
saltaires.org
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Editorial Comment

Steve Jackson, Co-Editor
We’re going to try some new things
for the on-line version of the Vocal
Expressions. The idea is to get a RMD
magazine to you (whether it’s a printed
or online version) every other month. It
seems to be more effective to cover all of our RMD activities.
Members that are NOT on-line will need assistance to get a
printed copy of this magazine to stay informed.
The publication schedule has been carefully thought out (see
page two) to give our events the maximum coverage possible.
We realize the need to publish competitor photo’s, score sheets,
and to have registration forms available through the printed
pages of the Vocal Expressions. Woody will continue to provide
that service — as he does so well. They will also be posted on
our website <www.RMDSing.org> so ably handled by Woody.

Members that are NOT on-line will need assistance
to get a copy of this magazine to stay informed.
We hope that all of our leaders will have six articles in them
next year. Over the last few years, you guys have gotten off fairly
easily due to fewer issues being printed. There’s no reason for
any Vice President or committee chairman NOT to have something to say concerning his areas of responsibilities. Our leaders
have always been on top of any situation and willing to comment
upon it — I think being loquacious is a requirement of the job,
isn’t it?
Our conventions continue to get better and larger in terms of
quality and participation. Our Harmony College and COTS are
second to none. There are plenty of summer events to keep us
busy — Chautauqua, Silverton, Harmony Happenings, SLC's
KOA Campouts, etc. There’s lots to talk about!
This magazine will focus upon the needs of our members and
will include highlights of our two conventions — complete with
score sheets and pictures. International coverage, especially with
2005 and 2007 being IN District) will be expanded. It will be an
exciting time to be a RMD barbershopper! Our communications
will need to keep pace. All of our chapters should be in touch
with the other chapters surrounding them. We encourage our
chapters to go visiting whenever possible. What a great way to
have fun — meet new friends while singing; hmm, sounds like a
win, win situation to me.

Keep the Whole World

Singing!

RMD Calendar of Events
Managed by District Secretary Gordon Springer

2004

2006

Nov. 13 - 14
COTS - Stapleton Radisson Hotel, Denver
Dec. 10 - 11
Albuquerque Chapter Show
Central United Methodist Church
Dec. 11
Denver Mile High Chapter Shows

* March 24 - 26
Denver Mile High Chapter Shows
April 28-29
RMD Spring Convention
July 2-9
International Convention, Indianapolis IN
Sept. 29-Oct. 1
RMD Fall Convention
* Dec 8 - 10
Denver Mile High Christmas Show

2005
Feb. 4 - 6
Rocky Mountain Harmony College
Estes Park, Colorado
* March 10-12
Burley, Idaho Chapter Shows
“MacKenzie Touring Company”
March 12
Denver Mile High, Colorado Chapter Shows
March 12
Ogallala, Nebraska Chapter Show
“Chordial Celebration”
* March 19
Pueblo, Colorado Chapter Show
“NeXus”
March 25
Montrose, Colorado Chapter Shows

2007
April 27-29
RMD Spring Convention
July 1-8
International Convention, Denver Colorado
Sept. 28-30
RMD Fall Convention
* Preliminary clearances - dates reserved without
BMI license until six months before the event
** Dates not reserved until BMI license is issued.

April 8-9
RMD Spring Convention & Quartet Prelims
Cheyenne, Wyoming
April 16
Billings, Montana Chapter Shows
April 16
Denver MountainAires Chapter Shows
“Ignition”
* April 23
Colby, Kansas Chapter Show
May 7
Albuquerque Chapter Show - Hispanic Cultural Center
July 3-9
International Convention, Salt Lake City
July 15
Barbershop Music Festival, Silverton, Colorado
Sept. 23-25
RMD Fall Convention
*Dec. 9 - 11
Denver Mile High Christmas Show

Deadline for the Jan/Feb
RMD
Vocal Expressions
issue is Dec. 15 — send
all copy to Woody Woods

Thanks!

RMD Fall Convention
October 8 — 9, 2004

Cheyenne, Wyoming

Special Addendum
Quartet Pictures
Chorus Pictures
Competitor Information

RMD Fall Convention — Quartets

1 — NeXus

2 — Ignition!

3 — Cornerstone

4 — Time Out

5 — Senior Class Reunion

6 — Harmony Expo

7 — SoundScape

8 — The Kowalski Twins

9 — 2 XL

10 — Yesterdays Hero’s

11 — Uinta Barbershop

12 — Finishing Touch

13 — Rocky Mountain High

14— Kingsmen Quartet

15 — Bookends

16 — Wasatch Sound

17 — Whatchamacallitz

18 — Sound Spectrum

19 — Fabulous 50’s

19 — Hanging By A Chord

21 — Chorderly Report

22 — Sound Assembly

23 — Nautilus

24 — Rio Bravo

Quartet Personnel

Choruses

Uinta Barbershop
Wasatch Front, SLC & F. Thorne, Utah
Doug Stone, T, Jan Vanderhooft, L,
Ron Zeeman, br, Jim Gallagher, B

Rocky Mountain High
Rexburg, Idaho
Jeff Quick, T, Scott Rigby, L,
Cecil Ricks, br, John Quick, B

Bridgerland Chorus II

Kingsmen Quartet
Cache Valley, Utah
Terry Wright, T, John Brenchley,
Jerry Clark, br, Clyde Anderson

Harmony Expo
Denver Mile High, Colo.
Jerry Lentz, T, Kevin Pape, L,
John Coffin, br, Jim Asmus, B

America The Beautiful Chorus II

Bookends — N
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Steve Cooper, T, Tim Steider, L,
Dennis Phillips, br, Bill Gagne, B

Whatchamacallitz — S
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Oz Wehlander, T, Dick Goins, L,
Les Elmer, br, Mike Taylor, B

Salt Lake City, Utah
Scott Hoffman, Director

Nautilus — N
Denver Mile High, Colo.
Eric Donohue, T, Bill Lahti, L,
David Claiborne, br, Brent Page, B

Senior Class Reunion — S
Wasatch Front & Salt Lake City, Utah
Jim Wheeler, T, Dave Thorell, L,
Ben West, br, Lon Szymanski, B

Sound Spectrum
Wasatch Front, Utah
Paul Maloy, T, Jan Vanderhooft, L,
Lee Gillman, br, Jim Keller, B

Yesterdays Heroes — S
Pikes Peak, Colo.
Brian Marsh, T, Paul Huff, L,
Charlie Snyder, br, Cliff Pape, B

Centennial State Chorus IV

Ignition!
Denver Mile High, Colo.
Roger Olsen, T, Curtis Terry, L,
JT Taylor, br, Denny Malone, B

Staff Inflection
Rapid City, South Dakota
Tom Carmichael, T, Jim Hutchinson, L,
Michael Reynolds, br, David Johnson, B

Longs Peak Chorus II

Wasatch Sound — N
Wasatch Front, Utah
Lars Peterson, T, Jeff Swart, L,
Ben Clouser, br, Scott Perkins, B

SoundScape
Pocatello, Idaho
Steve Erlandson, T, Gary Dunn, L,
Mike Louden, br, Chris Midgyette, B

Cornerstone
Wasatch Front, Utah
Bruce Gundersen, T, Scott Hoffman, L,
Kerry Hansen, br, Ian Robbins, B

2 XL
Longmont & Frank Thorne, Colo.
Doug Norman, T, Terry Crull, L,
Jim Cole, br, Ray Martin, B

Saltaires Show Chorus II

Jukebox Swing — S
Loveland, Longmont & D. Mile High, Colo.
Dave Waddell, T, Chuck Morris, L,
Dennis Sterk, br, Don Weinmeister, B

The Kowalski Twins — S
Denver Mile High, Colo.
Bob Young, T, Bill Foster, L,
Bege Martin, br, Dale Vaughn, B

Timberliners Chorus II

Finishing Touch — S
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Steve Cooper, T, Jim Law, L,
Dennis Ledbetter, br, Phil Middleton, B

Chorderly Report — N
Billings, Montana
David Barnett, T, Ira Robison, L,
Adam Jacques, br, John Newkirk, B

Sound Assembly — N
Denver Mile High, Colo.
Mark Palmer, T, Fred Mason, L,
Pete Boldrin, br, Terry Dodd, B

Fabulous 50s — S
Salt Lake City, Utah
DeVon Nish, T, Gary Van Ekelenburg, L,
George Brown, br, Jim Gallagher, B

Time Out — N
Wasatch Front, Utah
Gerald Lynch, T, Lauren Rants, L,
Rick Lynch, br, Roghet Motzkus, B

Hangin’ By A Chord
Salt Lake City, Utah
David Reeder, T, Paul Barlow, L,
Lee Taylor, br, Doug Jones, B

Valentine City Chorus II

NeXus
Denver Mile High, Colo.
Nate Zenk, T, Ryan Wilson, L,
Mike Davidson, br, Mark Zenk, B

Rio Bravo — N & S
Albuquerque, New Mexico
George Franklin, T, Rol Blauwkamp, L
John Biffle, br, Stan Hafenfeld, B

Skyline Chorus III

T-tenor, L-lead, br-bari, B-bass

N — Novice

S — Senior

Cache Valley, Utah
Jerry Clark, Director
Colorado Springs, Colorado
Paul Huff , Director

Beehive Statesmen II

Duke City Chorus II
Bernalillo County, New Mexico
Farris Collins, Director
Carousel Chorus III
Rexburg, Idaho
Jeff Quick, Director
Sterling, Colorado
Tracy Lockhart, Director
Longmont, Colorado
Chris Vaughn, Director

Big Sky Chorus III
Billings, Montana
Dave Barnett, Director
Wasatch Front, Utah
John Sasine, Director
Boulder, Colorado
Len Metallo, Director

New Mexi-Chords II
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Jerri Foster, Director
Shrine of Democracy Chorus III
Mount Rushmore, South Dakota
Clayton Southwick, Director

Idaho Gateway Chorus IV
Pocatello, Idaho
Gary Dunn, Director
Loveland, Colorado
Duane Bosveld, Director
Orem, Utah
Lee Gillman, Director

Sound Of The Rockies I
Denver Mile High, Colorado
Darin Drown, Director

Chorus Competitors

— Denver Mile High, Colorado — 1 — Darin Drown, Director —

— Wasatch Front, Utah — 2 — John Sasine, Director —

— Bernalillo County, New Mexico — 3 — Farris Collins, Director —

— Albuquerque, New Mexico — 4 — Jerri Foster, Director —

— Longmont, Colorado — 5 — Chris Vaughn, Director —

— Salt Lake City, Utah — 6 — Scott Hoffman, Director —

— Billings, Montana — 7 — Dave Barnett, Director —

— Loveland, Colorado — 8 — Duane Bosveld, Director —

— Rapid City, South Dakota — 9 — Clayton Southwick, Director —

— Pocatello, Idaho — 10 — Gary Dunn, Director —

— Cache Valley, Utah — 11 —- Jerry Clark, Director —

— Rexburg, Idaho — 12 — Jeff Quick, Director —

— Colorado Springs, Colorado — 13 — Paul Huff, Director —

— Sterling, Colorado — 14 — Tracy Lockhart, Director —

— Boulder, Colorado — 15 — Len Metallo, Director —

— Orem, Utah — 16 — Lee Gillman, Director —

All photographs courtesy of

Dozier Photography
Boulder, Colorado
303 543-1199

Paul Dozier, Photographer

