Colorado Springs, Colo.

Pikespeaker
The chapter is looking for an editor to replace Elda Ridenour, wife of Neil Ridenour
who has stepped down as Music & Performance VP. Tony Howell has agreed to
serve as point man for chapter news until a
new editor can be found.
The ATB "kick off" concert is Sept. 12th at
the Village Christian Church. This show will
include our competition package as we get
ready for the fall RMD convention on Sept.
25th in Layton, Utah. Admission is free and
everyone is welcome. Show time is 2:00
pm.

Tony Howell

Chapters in this issue

Christmas Show: December 4th
This is our biggest show of the year and we
are especially excited this year to be singing with the Velvet Hills Sweet Adeline
chorus. The show will feature Christmas
music in 4 and 8 part harmony, male, female and mixed quartets, and over 70 singers on stage. What a great way to start the
Christmas season!

Jim Clark
Director
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Noah

Scott

David

Tim

Speakeasy Quartet!
Albuquerque, NM
Contact Scott Bustios, T boost58@gmail.com
Noah Langenwalter, Ld noah@langenwalter.org
Tim Cox, Bs funinaboxcox@gmail.com
David Wolf, Br wolf86@gmail.com
Influences: Barbershop, Doo-Wop, A Cappella, Choral. GQ,
Rough Draft, Tag Club, Vertigo, Summit, Bank Street
Tim is our local county fire fighter. He's into hiking, rock
climbing and booze. Not in "that" way. He's a bartender on the
side and loves to learn about cocktails and beers and is always
ready to serve you one. Tim will pick up a guitar and play you a
tune as you enjoy your tasty beverage.
David is our funny man and cell phone service provider.
When he's on his down time, he's making EVERYONE around
him laugh. He loves fencing & is a big video gamer. He dabbles
in everything but if you don't see him gaming, he's probably
strumming the guitar.
Noah is our straight man and token nice guy. You'll probably
never meet a nicer person than Noah. He's our computer guy
and he too is a fencing fool. Noah, also big on gaming and strumming the guitar can also play a mean bag pipe and sport a sexy
kilt look that makes the ladies scream..........and wonder?
Scott is our token old guy. He's older than everyone and he's
married. Scott is always the insane one of the group. David will
get you to laugh cause of his wit, Scott will get you to laugh
cause he's a twit. Always talking and shmoozing, he'll get you to
smile, will sing you a tune anywhere at anytime and loves to host
some wild shenanigans at his place. Scott's no instrumentalist
but he can play a mean air trumpet!
David, Tim, Noah & Scott have been very good friends for
several years now. Each have been members of the Duke City
Sound (previously the Duke City Chorus). They all met and
became friends through the DCS. They have always loved singing but school, work, travel, family and all that life throws at you
had prevented them from coming together. Thanks largely in part
to the 505, all four are singing regularly and formed Speakeasy
to hang out, have tons of laughs and make some fun and pretty
music along the way.
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The 505 Chorus was founded in August, 2008 by Scott Bustios, Billy Nguyen,
Erik Clack and Ivan Miller with the hopes of
creating a barbershop chorus to compete at
the Barbershop Harmony Society's Second
Annual International Youth Chorus Festival in
Pasadena, Cal. the following January. With
countless young men at the first informational
meetings and rehearsals, the 505 Chorus
decided it would sing a repertoire of one third
barbershop, one third acapella (collegiate),
and one third choral music. Under the direction of Erik Clack and Ivan Miller the 505
chorus put on many great holiday shows, then
placed 3rd in Pasadena, singing the highest
scoring song of the contest: Innisfree by Bradley Ellingboe.
They went on to work a great deal of new
repertoire with a solid core of guys. Then, on
their first annual show last August the chorus
wished Erik his best on his graduate studies
and passed the co-directorship to Michael
Stokes and Ivan Miller.

Scott Bustios

Billy Nguyen

Erik Clack

They pushed themselves to perform 10
holiday songs on their own holiday shows as
well as guests on countless others. They
geared up and went to Tampa Bay, Florida in
January, again scoring the highest scoring
song of the contest.
The Harmonizer said: “Michael Stokes
[was the] the lead soloist (and perhaps tenor,
alto and soprano soloist) for Somebody to
Love. Freddie Mercury himself would have
stood and cheered for Michael's passionate,
energetic vocal fireworks—hands-down the
best individual performance of the convention”
which the judges agreed with.
The momentum led the guys to many
other great performances, including helping
with Youth Harmony Camp and hosting the
New Mexico Men's Chorus Showcase. They
are heading to Las Vegas in January under
the new direction of Farris Collins, assisted
by Jesse Herrera. They are outrageously
thankful for the ongoing support from the
community. Your donations have made it possible for such great arrangements, concerts,
events, travel costs for those who would normally not be able to come, and so much
more. They are also always looking for young
men who are dedicated singers to join them!

Ivan Miller

Michael Stokes

Farris Collins

Support Youth In Harmony &

the Harmony Foundation

Make A Difference!
Jesse Herrera
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August 6-7

505 Annual Show 7:00 pm
Central United Methodist Church
August 14th

OnQ Annual Show
First Unitarian Church
September 10th

How We Met Quartet Fundraiser
Central United Methodist Church

There’s a lot of singing going on in the Albuquerque area these days. Now the girls are getting in on the action
as On Q has been formed, sponsored by the Enchanted Mesa Sweet Adelines. Both youth choruses held their
annual shows this summer. Both the Speakeasy quartet and The 505 sang up a storm. There was a very successful Summer Harmony Camp held in Socorro in June sponsored by the Bernalillo County chapter (Duke
City Sound) with clinicians Farris Collins and Beth Bruce (SLC) spearheaded by DCS member Matt Vaive.
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Albuquerque, New Mexico

Serenade

Arnold Cohen, editor
sacohen007@earthlink.net
www.newmexichords.com
July issue (third
quarter) was mainly
focused upon the
recent chorus retreat in Socorro and
the chorus show,
ably chaired by
Mike Taylor. Lots of
photos in this issue
made for a great presentation. Chapter
has been busy.

Oz Wehlander is one
of the veteran members of the New MexiChords and a strong
proponent of AHSOW,
the Ancient and Harmonious Society Of
Woodshedders. Had a good piece in
the last Serenade about the advantages of singing by ear — keeping it
real!
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New Members

David Barbour

Dick Goins

OneVoice - SparX
Fundraiser July24-1
We supported the SPARX Fundraiser
and were an integral part of the
Men’s Chorus Showcase

GREAT Spring Show 2010!
Show chairman Mike Taylor : we had
Gil Whalen as Ticket Chairman, Bob
Duckett as Program Publisher and J.C.
Preston and John Taylor as Ad Chairmen.
Pat took care of the ushers.

RIO BRAVO
George Franklin, Jerry Quintana
Rol Blauwkamp, Richard Grady

Stew Bush

Mike Eaton

David Barbour joined the New
Mexichords in 2008 and is now back.
He sings lead.
Mike Eaton is a member of a quartet–
the WBV Voices (it’s a mixed group) and
the Downbeats (his quartet in Phoenix).

Gary Bolles, FWD, was the clinician
at the chorus retreat in Socorro prior to
the chapter show.
New Mexichords Mission Statement
The members of the Albuquerque Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society
dedicate themselves to:
• Continually seek the joy to be found
in singing well in the barbershop
style.
• Promote the benefits of our hobby at
every available opportunity

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Sat. & Sun., Dec. 11-12, 2010

ONE NIGHT ONLY

SPECIAL FEATURE
Raymond Davis, Jamie Arrington
BJ Hill, Paul Olguin

Four of our hard working quartets
sang on the May 8th spring show

THE HARMONIKATS
Ron Randall, Nick Maxwell
Bill Lemen, Steve Cooper

WHATCHAMACALLITZ
Bob Duckett, Oz Wehlander,
Keith Pederson, Les Elmer

Stew Bush, Hal Ratcliff, Jerry
Quintana, Steve Cooper

Vision Statement
It is the vision of our
chapter to achieve
continuous improvement in
our music, presentation,
and singing, and to
achieve a high
level of performance.
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Oz Wehlander, Ron Randall,Stew Bush, Dick Goins, Jerry Quintana, Tom
Hoover,Hal Ratcliff, Phil Middleton,Les Elmer, Mike Taylor, Nick Maxwell,
Rol Blauwkamp, Steve Cooper VLQ

Men’s Chorus Showcase with the Hundred Man Chorus!

PHIL

SCOTT

WE....CONTRIBUTED to the SINGING and LEARNED new Songs- and renewed old and made NEW friends. President Phil Middleton had the honor to
be our representative with the invited conductor for our participation in the 100
MAN chorus. To the left is the photo captured with Phil and Scott Tucker, invited conductor from Cornell University.
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SOR ANNOUNCE GROUP
George Davidson, sagez@aol.com
We have a very exciting addition to
our Christmas Show. Tim Levin's daughter, Emily, is a world-class harpist, and
has agreed to join us for our Christmas
Show. She will be playing during the Intermission, and will also accompany us
on "Silent Night"....In addition, we thought
it only fitting to try and incorporate one
additional song with chorus and harp.
Darin has chosen a very easy piece entitled "Carol From An Irish Cabin"
From the very prestigious International
Harp Contest in Israel - finishing third.
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=iKTtZNEhZ70
Emily is currently pursuing a Bachelor
of Music in Harp from Indiana University,
and studying under Distinguished Professor of Harp, Susann McDonald.

Bill Lahti
nate5696@comcast.net
Fri, Aug 13, 2010

Don Lotvedt
Passed Away
Our newest quartet, The Crew, has
Adam Reimnitz on tenor, Scott
Delude, lead, Tyler Wigginton, bass,
and Mike Davidson, baritone — ringers!

Robert Cauley, acc345@yahoo.com

Wings Over The Rockies
Air & Space Museum Performance

McPhly Hangs Up the McPitchpipe
After two years and a lot of great
memories McPhly has decided to hang
up the vocal chords. We have had two top
20 finishes, a district championship,
shows in 18 states, radio and TV exposure, recorded a CD and accumulated
many memories that we will never forget.
We would like to personally thank
each and every member of the Sound of
the Rockies for your continual support of
our hobby/passion. We have enjoyed the
many positive comments we have received. We have enjoyed being a part of
your shows. We have enjoyed entertaining where and when we could. We will
always appreciate all that you have done
for us.
We still have a number of shows
booked; www.mcphlyqt.com
We also
have a few CD's left that we will be selling
for $10 each.
Curtis, Ryan, Travis and Brian
UPCOMING SHOWS
Aug. 28

Granby, Colo. show
YMIH camp
Sept. 24-26
RMD district contest
Oct. 2
Omaha, NE Shows
Oct. 29-31 Los Alamos, NM Shows
Nov. 11-13
YMIH camp in Iowa
Nov. 19-20
Minot, ND Shows

Gentlemen, I was with Don Lotvedt in
his nursing home room tonight, sitting
by his bed when at approximately 7:45
pm, he passed away quietly.

There will be between 150 and 200
persons attending this event; each singer
will receive a family pass that will allow
him and his family free admission to the
museum at a future date. If you bring
your spouses/children with you today,
they will not be charged admission. We
will be singing mainly Polecats; I will
have music available for everyone. We
will warm up in the conference room,
near the B-52; you can't miss it—it’s
big!) Please be there by 2:15. We will
sing at 3:00 in the main hangar, near the
C-47 and A70 Corsair. Ron Kientz will
be directing — all front range barbershoppers are welcome to join At A Moments Notice VLQ Aug.14th!

We had around 25 men sing at Don
Lotvedt's service today and judging by
the applause they appreciated our gift to
our brother Don. Thanks to Ron Kientz
for directing and all the singers.
Let me say a BIG THANK YOU to all
the guys that helped out moving the risers, manning the merchandise table,
picking up after the concert, and to the
significant others that helped out at the
door.
It was a real team effort, and with as
much help as we had, it went quickly and
we didn't kill anyone. Remember we, will
meet on Wed. Sept 22 because of the
number of guys that are leaving for
Layton on Thursday. Thanks again for all
the hard work this weekend.
Bob Fox

Pondering About Philly
Here are a few feelings towards our performance in Philly Congratulations from a
few SOR members. Some are positive, some are Sound of the Rockies critiques.
"We sang our hearts out. And we gave the greatest audience in barbershop a moving
experience. How cool is that?"
“This was not our best performance, we can do better”
“I had a great first experience on the International stage.”
“We put on a great performance, but not our Gold Medal performance.”
“I had a blast! I wouldn’t have changed anything I did on that stage. I earned my Gold
Medal that Night!”
“I did not make the right choices vocally that night. I will not make those same BAD
choices again.”
“SOR was represented well in Philadelphia. No one should be sorry for what they did
that night. That IS who we were on stage and we should be proud of that. Now all we
have to do is look towards an even greater performance in 2011.”
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Montrose, Colorado
SILVERTON
What a fine time in the mountains. No
rain! Good sounds. The outdoor experience was far superior to a day spent in a
smelly gym with booming acoustics. Plus
the sound was incredible. It was about as
good as it can get in spite of the occasional grumbling.
COMMENTS ABOUT SILVERTON

• For me, a huge part of the experience was having the
event in the tent.
• Probably one of the best of all time.
• The overall Silverton Festival I feel was very positive! I
think Chris was an excellent coach.
• I think the tent was a great idea and sounded better than
the gym.
• The tent had surprisingly good acoustics and was cool and
pleasant all day except for a brief dose of wind.
• The tent had better acoustics and we could harmonize better.

Don Barnett has arranged for us to sing at the Black Canyon
National Park Campground on August 26. Singing time is 7:00
pm. Warm up time and location is pending. The uniform for the
evening is black slacks, shirt, etc. but NO tie or hanky. This is a
regular Thursday night rehearsal so there is no excuse for you to
not be there. There will be a carpool from the old Gibson parking
lot. The time will be announced.

President Vern Dockter attended the International Convention in Philadelphia, and then spent a week in St. Joe at Harmony
University. He was back just in time for our board meeting.
Chuck Frush and David Stannard were appointed as the chapter Nomination Committee, charged with getting a slate prepared
before our next board meeting. Grand Junction chapter has
planned their show for the same date we will have ours. Their
guest quartet will be MaxQ. We found Dr. Bob Corso. He is fine
and is recuperating as he takes a well deserved vacation in the
Montrose Hospital. You may now refer to him as the bionic Doc,
the guy with a new hip. Knees will follow.

Our show headliner quartet will be the past
RMD Quartet Champions Boiling Point

Ridgway State Park potluck and singout
Smiling faces were everywhere, and not only because the food was wonderful: the gals always outdo
themselves in stuffing us guys. But the smiles were in
the audience, and on the faces of the chorus when we
finally realized we did darn good … in fact possibly our
best of the year. Our very patient (and nice) director
was rewarded by full compliance of her every whim. No
bad or loud solos at the wrong time, and pretty darn
good attacks and releases. We looked and acted PROFESSIONAL during the performance because jabber
and wise-cracking was at a minimum. We looked like
we were having fun, because we were having fun.
When we sound good, it is fun! And if we weren’t having fun, MC Don Barnett was. Blue Denim and the
Blue Twomata+one quartets each did two songs; we
wound up the evening by singing “Irish Blessing” just as
the final rays of sun dropped over the mountains. Wow,
what a wonderful way to end our season of performances.

Chapel of the Cross blessing
We sang for the fine people of Cedaredge at the beautiful
Chapel of the Cross. And once again Hank and Ann Snyer offered their house, complete with excellent barbecue pork, as location for potluck before the big singout. Of course it rained but
the food was wonderful, as usual, and all enjoyed it a little too
much, but how could one resist?
The singing at 7:00 pm was fabulous, one of our best (if one
ignores the Dave Stannard blowing of the wrong key note,
oops)! However, director MaryAnn Rathburn forced us to sing
the whole song in A-flat when it should have been an F. It was
really shaky at the start, but we finally figured out that MaryAnn
was NOT going to let us start over. See, we can sing in the
wrong key if we have to.
Carl Shultz filled in as MC for Don Barnett, who was in
Texas. The guys really concentrated on watching MaryAnn and
doing what she wanted us to do. Fourmata ended up doing three
songs after Tim’s voice prevented Blue Denim for doing their
promised two-song gig. Afterwards, we headed for the
Rathburn’s for scrumptious desserts and homemade ice cream.
We sang happy birthday to MaryAnn’s father’s — his 90th! Then
her mom brought the entire house to reverent silence with an
amazing piano rendition of “Some Enchanted Evening.”
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Denver, Colorado
Denver MountainAires
Tony Pranaitis
tonychiro@juno.com

Many thanks to Steve Jackson for designing our Murder Mystery show poster.
White Fence Farm restaurant is donating DINNER FOR TWO as the grand prize for the
person who solves the mystery at each show. They will also provide a "20% off coupon"
for the back of each ticket, which will be an enticement for our patrons to enjoy dinner (at
the White Fence Farm) in conjunction with our show. This will hopefully make advance
ticket sales even easier (for patrons who would enjoy dinner before the evening show or
after the matinee, the coupon will offset part of the cost of the ticket).
This new format of a murder mystery should have a fresh appeal, in addition
to being entertained with barbershop harmony. Murder mysteries are popular by themselves, but this combination is brand new. The show is called "The Curious Caper of
the Singing Séance." Thanks to our multi-talented director Bob Klimek for composing
it.

Member Matt Seivert takes a break
from studies at Hastings College
to attend Harmony University

We will have a full dessert buffet with coffee or iced tea. This is all supplied by the inhouse catering company that works with the Elks (we do none of the work). Thanks to
Ted Cluett for arranging for the use of the Elks Club. We have a chorus repertoire of six
GREAT songs with clues to solve the mystery in the lyrics: Bye Bye Blues, Cabaret,
Darkness On The Delta, Give Me A Barbershop Song, Hush, and Who's Sorry Now.
Chapter quartets will also sing, and the popular Grace Notes will headline.
Director Bob Klimek has taken a leave of absence.
His job at the Colorado School of Mines has him teaching
a class on Tuesday evenings through the end of the
year. Lead in Joyful Noise and full-time vocal music
teacher Priscilla Shaw will be our director. Priscilla has
been teaching at Montbello High School. We first met
Priscilla as the vocal music educator at George Washington High where she responded to our Youth Outreach
invitation and invited us to mentor her students.

Our "Holiday Harmony" Christmas show is
Saturday Dec 4 at Wheat Ridge High, 2:00 pm.

Harmonizer Caption Contest
Produces Multiple Winners
From the Sept 30 LIVEWIRE
“Give ‘em 50 more!” said Sound of the
Rockies to Darin Drown of his front
row’s pushups. They pushed their way to
a strong fourth-place finish in Philadelphia; while Darin helped give the audience more than 50 extra laughs en route
to Storm Front’s quartet gold.
Matthew Seivert, Hastings, Neb. (CSD)

Chapter Youth In Harmony Overview
Summer Harmony Camp began
in 1998 under the leadership of noted
barbershop arranger, Dr. Val Hicks,
who was serving as the Rocky Mountain District Vice President of Young
Men In Harmony at the time. Dr.
Hicks was literally one of the founders of Youth Outreach in the Barbershop Harmony Society, back in
the 1960’s (known then as the
“Society for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartet
Singing in America”…SPEBSQSA).

He held the camp in Grand Junction at Mesa State College in 1998
and 1999, and then he nominated
Tony Pranaitis as his replacement
for YMIH VP, as Dr. Hicks sought to
retire from the position. Tony was
elected to replace Val, and in 2000
moved the camp to the Estes Park
YMCA after negotiating a mutually
beneficial contract. Darin Drown
(baritone Storm Front quartet, director of “Sound of the Rockies” )
served as clinician for camps at Mesa
State and the early years at the Estes

Park YMCA. Tony also promoted the
idea of Summer Harmony Camps
in southern and western areas of the
District. One Camp in New Mexico
now occurs annually, and Utah now
has an annual Festival).
The boys Summer Harmony Camp
is sponsored by Denver Youth in
Harmony, a collaboration of the
Denver MountainAires and Denver Mile High barbershop chapters,
and Harmony Foundation, which
sponsors youth barbershop camps
and festivals across the country.

Visit www.HarmonyFoundation.org for more information, or to contribute
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BLACK & BLUE
Bean Feed Four

Four Gone Conclusion

Placing third and taking home the
bronze medals was the Bean Feed Four,
consisting of Jeff Elving, tenor; Jim Olson, lead; Wayne Anderson, baritone;
Steve Ferley, bass.

Silver medalists were the Four Gone
Conclusions. This top notch and international quality quartet was made up of
tenor Al Kelts, lead Pete (NA) Stach,
baritone Al Pitts and bass John Elving.

Rounding out the medalists and taking
home the gold was perennial favorite
Black & Blue, tenor David L'Esperance,
lead Todd Schultz, baritone Jim Price
and bass Bob Melvin. According to head
judge O'Neill, even though they exhibited
fine stage presence by actually knowing
where the moon was, the thing that put
them over the top was their matching
outfits. The quartet derived their name
from the fact that three of them were
wearing blue shirts while the fourth, a
baritone, naturally, wore black.

All photos by John Elving

Our "Stalwart" and "S-teamed" quartet
judges Mike O'Neill, Curtis Terry, Matt
Swann, Denny Malone

Somewhat Serious
Quartet Contest
On Friday evening, August 19th, a
momentous affair took place in Hill City,
S.D. as members of the Shrine of Democracy Chorus met at the Best Western Golden Spike Motel for the inaugural
Bean Feed and Somewhat Serious Quartet Contest. Naturally, many of the SOD
members gathered for a little liquid libation, both adult and non-adult beverages,
and a great meal of barbecued hot dogs
and Dr. Al Kelts' famous beans (there
are no finer). Although the grill was ably
manned by Rex Field, Bob Melvin felt he
had to spell the tiring chef (at least, get
the dogs warm, Bob! JE).
When all had their fill of the beans,
chips, peanuts, hot dogs but not liquids, it
was time for the quartet contest. Man-incharge Pete Anderson drew names from
four (slightly used) cups after the "mic"
testing quartet, made up of four "ringers"
sang their swan song. After all, this was
held very near the pool.
Head Judge Mike O'Neill was getting
a little worried that he would have to have
the final, and only, decision in his hands.
Fortunately the other judges, all members
of Ignition, showed up to help. Six quar-

tets sang their one song vying for the
coveted gold medals. With names like
Harry and the Seeing Eye Dogs, Bean
Feed Four, Black & Blue and TVTWV
(you had to be there to hear the explanation), the competition was hot and heavy.
When the competition ended, the
judges retired to the judges lounge to
collaborate and try and decide a winning
quartet from this fine groups of unorganized singers. Much screaming and yelling
was emanating from the jury room
(judges lounge). Soon all was quiet and
three of the judges came out and announced the top three quartets.

President Wayne Anderson read a
thank you note from Behavior Management Systems for our sponsorship for
their golf tournament honoring long-time
member Jack Cannon.

Harmony Happening in the Hills

A special THANK YOU to Mike
O'Neill for a wonderful weekend during Harmony Happening in was one
of the finest coaching sessions we
have had in many years. Honestly
Mike, was it that bad?

Chairman Pete Anderson notes we
have to use our risers and sound system
and have to be completely off the stage
by 7:45 pm. Several members of the
Spearfish chapter will join us both for the
Thursday meeting and at Hill City. Pete
reports the Bean Feed and Somewhat
Serious Quartet Competition will begin
at 6 p.m. on Friday.
The Board approved $50 to acquire
medals for the top three quartets in the
contest. Quartet members will be chosen
by “luck of the draw.”

RMD

VOCAL EXPRESSIONS

PAGE 10

John,
I love your bulletin. I always take
the time to read it, because it is so
interesting and because it gives me
insight into the workings of local chapters. Better local chapters are the key
to greater membership numbers, and
that’s what we need for Barbershop to
thrive. Thank you for your great bulletin, thanks to your chapter for your
great participation, and thanks for taking Mike O’Neill out of my hair, at
least for a few days! Keep the great
bulletins coming, they make my day!

Ed Watson
CEO, Barbershop Harmony Society

Del Beck, Music & Performance VP:
It would be a shame to ignore the outstanding coaching/teaching offered to us
by Mike O'Neill. We proved to Mike and
to ourselves that we have the ability to
make the pleasing musical sound and
the kind of vocal production which not
only Mike but also the singer and the
listener deserves and will enjoy.
Mike's sincerity was obvious as he
was closing his lead section coaching
session with no less than a plea to the
group imploring us to choose to produce
the vocal production which is pleasing
and leads to quality harmony. He has
never seen us before Thursday night,
yet obviously cares greatly about our
success as a quality chorus. Does every
member of the SOD care as much as
this stranger does? If we do, we will not
cast aside the teachings of a guy who
traveled all the way from Nashville to
help us sing better.
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The Saltee clan
Weekly Update Edition
SKY WRITINGS
Editor Brett Foster bfblgs@hotmail.com
President Dick Findley: After a
great break, I am ready to get back to
singing; I hope you all feel the same and
attend the big kickoff this Saturday., July
1st Frankie Albo has it all planned; this
will get us all primed for our rehearsal on
Tuesday August 3.
The Music Team under Dave Klimper
has been hard at work during the break
preparing the new repertoire. The chapter
spoke up on the chapter survey and
wants to sing a wider variety of songs.
The Music Team listened. They selected
tunes from the golden oldies to songs not
so old; they have selected the show
theme. Thanks Dave and the Music
Team!
The best news is we are going to
compete this fall in Layton! That is now
number one on our agenda! We had a
busy spring schedule that included our
really great Denver trip singing with High
Country Sweet Adelines. The Music
Team decided this is what we do, so (and
citing the underlying support from the
recent Chapter Survey), the board responded with a $100 stipend for each
member to help offset convention
costs. We need to get a head count of
singers and traveling companions (better
known as the Big Sky Chorus Groupies).
We have membership prospects from
young to well seasoned. Let’s keep this
momentum going. This is the perfect time
for guests and new members.

Del Beck: The 2010 version of Harmony Happening was extremely brief; however, that didn't seem to diminish the quality of this year's outing. Even though the
weekend possessed the makings of a Mt. Rushmore chapter retreat, it blossomed
into something much more. The kickoff was the Thursday night regular chapter meeting under the solid leadership of Clayton Southwick and guest clinician Mike
O'Neill. The Friday night social started quietly but heated up in a hurry when Rex
Fields started pulling sizzling hot dogs off the grill and Al Kelts took the lid off a
steaming pot of his delicious beans. Halfway through the chow session we were
joined by Ignition, the high-energy, reassembled quartet from Denver.

While you were enjoying your summer break, the Big Sky Chorus Music
Team met on Tuesday, July 13 to discuss
show themes and repertoire. The Music
Team is ordering preview copies of music
for a “Rock n Roll” themed show for May
2011. Some of the songs to be previewed
are Rock around the Clock, Rock n Roll
Medley, Yesterday, Shboom, Love Me
Tender, Under the Boardwalk, Barbara
Ann, Little Darlin’, All I Have to Do is
Dream and a few others. Another idea
that was kicked around was a “Broadway
Show Tunes” theme. It was agreed that
we have the makings of two year’s worth
of shows – both with some new and exciting music to sing!
We will be adding It Had To Be You
and Crazy Rhythm Medley. Bob Saltee,
librarian, needs to know how many members already have copies of It Had To Be
You, so that he knows how many to order. Some of you will remember that we
sang this song several years ago. If you
have a legal copy of it, please let Bob
know by email, phone call, etc. The
sooner the better, please! The Crazy
Rhythm Medley is one that Director Dave
Barnett is working up for us from an arrangement that Jacque Reinig’s (Bob’s
daughter) High Country Chorus has
been performing – it will be fun!
Songs to be dropped: Always, May I Never
Love Again, The Song is Ended, Tin Roof Blues
and When its Night Time in Dixieland. Songs to be
dropped and turned into Bob Saltee: Please write
your name on the following as we may use them
again in the future: Easter Parade, Prayer of the
Children, Puttin’ on the Ritz, and You’re Just in Love.
The Summer Picnic is being planned by
Frankie Albo. Hamburgers, hotdogs and
all the fixings will be prepared along with
some good ‘ol pot luck. This is a great
time to join family and friends to reminisce
on the success of our Spring show and
Denver trip. It’s also a good time to recommit to the upcoming season and
Kick-off to Contest where the Big Sky
Chorus is sure to make an impact!

Saturday ,July 31st Veterans Park
13th St and Poly 5:30 pm
BYOB (bring your own baritone?)
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The Voice of Mini Cassia, 2010

Snake River Flats Seek Young Singers
Posted on September 22, 2010.
MINI-CASSIA – Mini-Cassia’s elite barbershop singing
group, the Snake River Flats, is looking for new blood.
“Barbershop is becoming a lost art,” said Aaron Clegg,
recently, speaking about the chapters effort to infuse the
area’s —- group with talent from area high schools by offering grants and scholarships to those who agree to regularly participate with the Snake River Flats.
The group is offering a cash grant to the
music department of any of the five area
high schools if they meet the criteria of
the program. In addition, the group will
offer barbershop coaching on a one-onone basis and provide the opportunity for
students to sing in a quartet setting at no
charge to the student.
The program is set up so that if two students participate
throughout the year, the school gets $100 to use toward its
music program; four students would net $200 and more
who net $300, the maximum any school could get in a
year.
In addition, any seniors who participate would be eligible
for a $1,000 grant which will be awarded to a senior who is
a participant of the grant program. This scholarship can be
used at the school of the recipient’s choice. Anyone having
questions about the program can contact Jim Rodgers at
436-6047, or come to a practice of the Snake River Flats
on Tuesday, 7:30-9:30 at Harmony Hall, 123 K Street in
Rupert.
Any students who wish to participate that do not have a
ride can contact the chapter and they will even arrange a
ride for them. “Vocal music enriches the lives of the singers and the listeners,” Clegg said. “We look forward to having some of our area’s youth participate.”

Members of the Snake River Flats at a practice for public performances. The group has offered grants, as well as a scholarship opportunity, to local high school members who join their
group and stay with them through the school year.
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Pocatello, Idaho

Chordial Chronicle
Harold Catmull, Editor
hcatmull@comcast.net

President Tony Christensen: if we
don't have the minimum 12 people signed
up by Sept 2nd to compete in Layton at
the Fall convention, the chorus will be
withdrawing from competition. We will
go as a group and enjoy/support our two
quartets that are competing. Please get it done
early.
Brian Foster, Dennis Buschaw, and I are
attending Harmony College this year. It is the
best singing experience I have had in my
life. This will be my fourthth time and I
am looking forward to it since I didn't go
last year. Brian and I are driving together
and Dennis is driving with his wife. Next
year I hope that Vocal Mischief can go as
a quartet. It is our goal.

Gil Norris, editor, ghn@infionline.net

Storm Front, Westminster
take gold in Philly
By Bill Sachs

Kay and I had a great time at the International Convention and Contest in
Philly. Witnessing Storm Front’s march
to the gold in the quartet competition was
the highlight that eclipsed everything.
They sang to near perfection, but beyond
that…their comic routines were executed
with impeccable timing, brilliant preparation of the audience for a maximum reception of every gag, and total involvement of each member of the quartet in
both song as well as comic antic.
Steve Zimmerman could have taken a
snapshot freezing every moment, and in
each picture one would detect a total
physical integration in the dramatic parts
played by each member of the quartet.
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SoundScape and Vocal Mischief are
joining forces, well somewhat, to do a
show for the Bear Lake County Fair. It
consists of four performances over two
days. Since neither quartet could fulfill
the gig, Rich Koch and I are joining
Mike Louden and Christopher
Midgyette to form a quartet called Half
& Half. We just couldn't decide between
VocalScape and Sound Mischief (how
about the Leftovers? SJ).
We have been rehearsing for several
weeks so that we can learn enough songs
together to do a 45 minute set. It has been
fun and rewarding. Barbershop is a great
hobby. I really encourage other members
of the chorus to join together in a quartet
experience. Sometimes you have to mix
and match and see what happens. Don't
expect it to just work. I sang in two quartets before Vocal Mischief was born.
Good luck with it.

The facial expressions, body postures,
and gestures of each quartet member
would reflect what each was singing or
the story line that informed their medley
of songs. For once, in my entire 31 years
of attending quartet contests, the judges
totally agreed with the audience, and that
unanimity of opinion in both the judges
pit and among the audience was overwhelming .The other quartets were, of
course, excellent, but Storm Front put a
luster upon every aspect of their performance that no other competitor quite
reached. One would need to hear and
view a video recording of the top five
competing quartets to actually grasp what
I am trying to put into words.

AUG/SEPT 2010

Dennis Buschaw:
I'm taking a course at
Harmony College on
show production so I
will have lots of new
ideas. Rich and I can
use all the help we can
get. We are trying to schedule the show
in March. There are several requirements,
one is spring break – we want to have a
school chorus, Century High on the show
and we want to bring Vocal Point (last
year’s headliners) back. I suggested a
patriotic theme with such songs as Battle
Hymn, America The Beautiful etc. and
put in the new contest songs. We only
need to fill about an hour as Vocal Point
will fill one hour. Please feel free to
make suggestions and volunteer your
help.

Brenden Moran
joins LPC
by Gil Norris
Brendan Moran is
our newest and youngest singer. He attends
high school in Loveland, Colorado and has just started 10th
grade. He was born in Texas and moved
here six years ago. All his hobbies are
musical ones.
In fact music is his passion. At Ridgeview Classical School, Brenden sings with
the Madrigal Honors Choir and the Concert Choir. And he is taking piano and
voice lessons. He met Norm Wingard at
a practice of the Valentine City chorus
and Norm invited him to come sing in
Longmont.
Besides lowering our chorus' average
age by about 15 months, Brenden was
not at all shy about volunteering to be a
front row guy for the fall contest and do
that tricky choreography while singing at
the same time.

www.harmonize.com/longmont
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Dave Waddell and Jerry Brumm are
scanning for potential tag singers
among the passersby.

Fifth garage sale
brings in $900
The Longs Peak Womens Auxiliary
worked their money making magic a fifth
time in early August. They organized a
two day garage sale that involved dozens
of wives and members and came off as
smoothly as their previous four sales.
Donna Bustamante, auxiliary president,
said that the good news is that we are
now over $900 richer and that many of us
now have a bit more storage space in our
garages and basements.
Donna thanked all of those who donated items for sale, (the big items were
an inflatable raft and a bicycle from Kay
and Bill Sachs), and those who worked
at the sale, set up and tore down, made
signs, trucked things around, etc. Jane
and Gene Melick and OJ Pratt provided
the two sales locations that attracted hundreds of customers.
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Jane Melick hugs guide dog puppy Yula
while Marcia Brumm greets the customers.
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It was fun to see those familiar Longmont
faces in Philly. From left, Bill Sachs, John
Harlow, Gary Creech and Ed Fitzgerald warm
up for the mass sing at Constitution Hall.
photo -Kay Sachs

Board meeting highlights from secretary Merle Moore's minutes
•
•
•
•
•

•

Jim Hopper reported that we have had four new members join the chorus since
January.
It was decided that there will be two Christmas shows in Longmont: on Friday,
December 17 at 7:30 pm and Saturday, December 18 at 2:30 pm.
It was decided that we will have no summer picnic this year.
The theme for the spring 2011 show will be "How the West was Sung" and the cochairmen are Gerry Swank and Larry Jones.
The board members who attended the Chuck Green Seminar shared their thoughts
about what they learned. They recommended that the director make a follow-up
phone call to each guest during the week following guest night to encourage his
continued participation and to answer any questions. They also recommended that
the director meet one on one with each guest who has come three times.
The Adopt A Road cleanup program was discussed. Since only a few regulars are
participating, it was decided to continue fulfilling our obligation for the rest of
2010 and then to assess whether or not we will continue in the future.

“I would especially like to thank Jack
Kinney, Ewell Culbertson, Luke Lorenz, Bruce Lunstrum and George
Bustamante for their willingness to arrive
at Pacific Auction at 7:15 in the morning
on Saturday to put up two canopies,
move tables and larger items out of the
hangar, and even move a huge dumpster
out of the way, so we could have everything ready in time for our first customers,” said Donna.
'When I asked them if they could be
there that early, they never batted an eye
or hesitated in the least—at least not that
I could detect on e-mail! Jack also deserves special thanks for offering to haul
items back and forth in his huge trailer
truck.” The chapter thanks Donna and the
hard working ladies and gentlemen of the
chorus for all their time and effort to make
their creative money makers into successes.

Dave Waddell presents a $50
bill to Irene Hansen, one of our
May 8 show door prize winners.
Irene lives in one of the apartments
in Longmont where we sing each
Christmas. The other $50 winner
(center) is Kirsten Darby who lives in
Broomfield. Two other winners from
each performance won a pair of
tickets to our Christmas show.
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Chautauqua 2010 is now history. Longmont had the biggest contingent in the massed
chorus, very well directed by
Matt Swann from Mile High.
Director Chris Vaughn had
us producing a smooth sound.
Four Keeps showed the audience why they are winners,
Don Reimer filled in perfectly
with The Ponderosa Vigilantes, and members Jerry
Brumm and Mike Hemphill
were the upper half of the winning pick-up quartet, Formata
Nowhere. Once again the ladies from the Skyline Sweet
Adelines outnumbered us all.
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VOCAL EXPRESSIONS

PAGE 15

We found the Boulder Timberliners
Facebook page and since a picture is
worth a thousand words (so they say)
here’s a pictorial essay of a typical
Tuesday evening at a Boulder chapter
meeting. Director Chad Boltz and assistant director Allen Barker seem to
be everywhere, teaching a song, directing, quarteting, etc.
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Colby, Kansas

CHAPTER NEWS

Steven Ottem
ottserv5@gmail.com
President Steven Ottem: The chapter
received $100 from the Herndon Ox
Roast folks for our June 12 appearance.
In our search for a new director, three
possible candidates were contacted but
none were interested. Bob Renner will
contact two other possible candidates.
Show Chairman Bruce Bandy is
working on a headliner quartet for our
March show. The nominating committee
will have a slate of officers for the Sept. 9
board meeting. Please consider taking an
active part in your organization. Sheila
Krehbiel attended the board meeting to
ask us to write a brief history of our organization for Thomas County’s 125th
Anniversary. Ken Frahm has agreed to
take on the project and will be soliciting
input. Sheila also brought an eight-part
arrangement of “Sunrise, Sunset” that we
intend to sing with Prairie Rose Harmony on our March 2011 show.
On Aug. 29th, 13 songs, four guests
from Colby Community College, and several Prairie Statesmen helped us to get
off to a good start. Thanks to CSD President Don Blank for having the idea of
meeting with us and to director Tony
Schroer for getting the word out to the
college students and helping get them
there.
Many thanks to McCook director Roy,
Don Kready, and Rod Eisenbise for
taking on the directing of such a huge and
energetic bunch; Sheila Krehbiel and
Linda Sowers for delicious sandwiches,
cake and ice cream (14 songs if you
count the one we sang to thank the girls),
and a great big thank you to all the Prairie Statesmen for making the trip to
Colby on a Thursday night to help us kick
off our season. Welcome to guests
Garrett Baldwin, Nicholas Larmer,
Kyler Mastel, and Chris Ferguson. We
hope you will all apply for available scholarships. Welcome back Terry Lay, too.
On Sept. 6th, we added new member
Paul Schrick and enjoyed six guests that
attended. It would be great if this happened at all chapter meetings. Welcome
guests Kyle Gabel and Skyler Houtz.
Our Oct. 3rd program in Dighton will
start at 3 pm and run about 45 minutes.
We will sing a few numbers and present
the plaque (accepted on Owen’s behalf at
the Philadelphia convention by Don
Kready) to the Herndon family.

We need narrators and narration to fit
in between songs. If you have a favorite
story about Owen Herndon particularly
pertaining to his bulletin, please forward it
to Steve. We need volunteers to tell the
stories between songs.
We have a core VLQ who have
agreed to sing for Thomas County’s 125th
celebration on Sat. Oct. 9. Anyone who
will be in Colby on that day is encouraged
to join us to sing Tumblin’ Tumbleweeds.
Sing and Have Fun Day in McCook
About 60 barbershoppers gathered in
McCook for their “Sing and Have Fun
Day.” Representatives of several choruses attended, including Hastings, Kearney, Ogallala, Colby, and McCook. Two
choruses had enough people attending to
make an appearance at the 6:30 evening
show; host club McCook, of course.
Perhaps most impressive was the
Ogallala group. They have a membership
of about 20. They put 15 people on the
risers and did a great job of performing.
They also had one of the two quartets
that sang on the show, Equally Delinquent. The other quartet was from Hastings. Ogallala’s chorus was directed by
Susan Kelton on the evening show. The
Tumbleweed Chorus was represented
by three members, Sam Chestnut, Rod
Eisenbise, and Steve Ottem.

We warmed up at 9:00, then worked
hard on five songs; after lunch (included
in the $30 fee), we moved to the risers
where we crowded on. At 4:30, we broke
for supper at a local restaurant, gathered
about 6 pm and got ready for the evening
performance which was open and free to
the public. But despite the lack of a full
house (even with wives and other relatives there), we had fun and made a great
sound.
Jim Bagby of the “Rural Route
Four” fame did a great job getting us to
do the little things that separate a good
sound from a great sound. It was indeed
a fun day that ended about 7:30. I’m sorry
more of us didn’t attend. We will have to
find another way to repay the McCook
guys who made the trip to our first August
meeting and helped us kick off our new
season. We owe them one.
When we had worn out our welcome
at the high school, we caravanned to Diamond View Estates where we put on a
short program for the residents, again
with the help of Uncalled Four. Deverne
McKenna attended that session and sang
three numbers with us. Deverne is now
living in the Dighton area.
Peggy Cabrinha is our new chorus
director. She was at several meetings
observing how we do things to see if
there might be a fit for her and us. Peggy
taught music for several years, has directed church choirs, and has sung in and
directed Sweet Adeline choruses.
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On Sunday, October 3 we put 16 guys on the risers (with the help of Uncalled
Four) at Dighton. We sang five numbers with some remembrances of Owen Herndon
in between numbers. Uncalled Four did three numbers and we were followed by Dr.
Dan Clark, RMD VP of Music & Performance, who did an excellent job of showing the
rarity of Owen’s achievement. Dr. Clark was followed by RMD President Woody
Woods, who presented the Bulletin Editor of the Year certificate to the Herndon family. The Lane County Historical Society and Museum provided a reception with lots of
goodies following the program. The Historical Society took up a free-will donation to
cover the costs of the afternoon, including the rental fee for the auditorium. Many
thanks to them for all their help in sponsoring this event. Thank you to all the Tumbleweeds who made the Dighton gig and to Rod Eisenbise for directing us, to Don
Kready for accepting Owen’s certificate in Philadelphia and for bringing it all the way
from Topeka and joining us on stage; and to Dr. Dan Clark and Woody Woods for
making the long trip to Dighton to help us celebrate. Special thanks to Joel Herndon
who did a lot of the detail work for our program.

Submitted by
Rodney Eisenbise, abiseco@st-tel.net

Cornhuskers Show How To

“Sing and Have Fun”
By Jim Bagby
Last weekend, I got to take part in one
of my favorite barbershopping activities: a
festival. The premise is simple - chapters
from all over get together for a day to
share in fellowship and song. In this case,
the chapters were mostly from western
Nebraska and Kansas, with a couple from
eastern Colorado participating. They do it
every couple of years, with different chapters hosting on a rotating basis. This time
it was the McCook Prairie Statesmen
doing the organizing, under the watchful
eye of Central State District President
Don Blank. He's a McCook member who
cooked up the idea for the first festival
back in 1994. I was there for that one,
and we made so much noise we even
wound up singing a tag on national TV

"Good Morning America" show. This time we
picked five songs, ranging from easy to as difficult as Can You Feel
the Love Tonight. The
guys had the music and
learning media in advance, and most had
done a pretty good job of studying before
they showed up at 9:00 am Saturday
morning. I got section leader help from
various chorus directors, and the learning
turned into performance mode almost
before our lunch break.
In the afternoon we crowded more
than 60 guys onto the three-step risers
and went at it again, encouraging them to
get out of sections. Kearney arm-waver
Fran Wilson suggested those singing
Chorus 1 of Fun in Just one Lifetime
ought to stand on one side of the chorus
and the Chorus 2 guys ought to be on the
other side of the formation. Now why didn't I think of that?

NOV/DEC 2010
Veteran quartetter and arm-waver
Gary Drown suggested we sing some
tags; believe it or not, I did think of that.
And pretty soon it was time to break for
supper. The rehearsal area was cleared
away and chairs were set up for family,
friends and townsfolk to drop in.
We had a small but enthusiastic
crowd for the free night concert, which
began at 6:30 and was over in plenty of
time for folks to drive back home Saturday night. The Ogalalla and McCook choruses performed, along with two betterthan-average chapter quartets, one from
Hastings and Equally Delinquent from
Ogallala.

Dan Kafka, Bs Steve Schwartzkopf, T
Chris Garcia, br Maury Kramer, L

Then our mass chorus hit the risers,
most without music, for the songs we'd
worked on that day. If the singers and
audience had as good a time as I did, it
was a highly successful day. And what do
they call this gathering? That's the part I
like best: "Sing and Have Fun." That
really says it all. Sure, we tried to sneak
in some good singing techniques as we
went along, but mostly it was about getting together with some folks we knew,
some we didn't, and glorying in the barbershop sound.

SING AND HAVE FUN!
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The Sidenotes are a barbershop
quartet and part of the Utah Valley
Skyline Chorus. Our members are
(from left to right): Ed Hayward
(baritone), Gavin Lowry (bass),
Lanny Wakefield (lead) and Daniel
Hicken (tenor). We sing at chorus
shows, weddings and parties, and
we’ve even been known to do the
occasional singing telegram for Valentine’s Day and Mother’s Day.
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The Utah Valley Skyline Chorus website is now maintained
by Nathan Christiansen and he is doing a great job.

Check it out at http://www.uvskyline.com.
Christmas Show
Night 1

The Pleasantaires
The Pleasantaires quartet began in
the early 1990s with four neighbors from
Pleasant Grove. Hence the name is more
geographical than auditorial. Through
moves and personnel changes, none of
the current members live in P.G., but the
name stuck. They love to sing, and especially enjoy delivering singing Valentines.
There's nothing quite like the thrill of helping to brighten the day of someone's
sweetheart or mom. And, yes, we sing to
guys as well, changing a few words appropriately.
Our regular baritone, Larry Goff, is
serving a welfare mission with his wife,
Pat, in Cape Verde Islands off the coast
of Africa. We certainly appreciate Ross
Weaver filling in during his absence. We
sure run this musically talented eightyeight-year-old around quite a bit, but he's
a trooper! Current singers are (L to R):
Ross Weaver, baritone; Randy Parr,
tenor; Gene Mills, lead; and Bart Buell,
bass.

Christmas Show
Night 2

December 06, 2010

December 07, 2010

Evening Performance: 07:30 PM
Matinee Performance:
Location:
Northampton House
198 West 300 North
American Fork, UT

Evening Performance: 07:30 PM
Matinee Performance:
Location:
Northampton House
198 West 300 North
American Fork, UT

Spring Show

You may contact the following
chapter officers of the Utah Valley
Skyline Chorus in the following ways:

May 7, 2011
Evening Performance: 07:00 PM
Matinee Performance: 03:00 PM
Location: TBA

Public Relations
Ron Norviel 801-763-9917
Chapter President
Lanny Wakefield 801-360-6405

Pueblo director Betty Bray
with husband Roger
Betty.roger@comcast.net

A new website is coming
soon from webmaster

Bob Adamson

YOU CAN FIND THE

singing baritone in

SUNSATIONAL CHORUS

Unexpected Pleasure

ON FACEBOOK

stay tuned!
Headliners

Perfect Harmony
Barbershop chorus plans annual show
It's time for a bit of the old song and dance. The Pueblo Sunsational Barbershop
Chorus will present its big annual concert Sept. 11 at Hoag Theatre on the campus of Pueblo Community College, 900 W. Orman Ave, Pueblo, Colorado. "The
New Ashmolean Review" will feature plenty of songs from the barbershoppers,
but they've invited several guests to take part, as well. Steel City Theatre Company, the Unexpected Pleasure Quartet, the Major Chord Quartet and the Dream
Dancers Dance Arts Academy all will perform. Shows are scheduled for 2 and 7
p.m. Tickets are $10 for adults and $8 for students and senior citizens. They're
available in advance by calling 566-0498.

Major Chords, Colo. Springs
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Grand Junction, Colorado

HELP WANTED!
By Olyn Carlson

Bookclef
Carroll Owen, editor
crlptow@msn.com

Help! The hats
are about to fall off
my balding head.
That would be embarrassing. Wouldn’t
you like to keep me
from damaging my hats? Then think
about removing one of them and placing it on your head. They’re decorative, light and stylish. For instance:

On Aug. 14th is the annual chapter
Peach Party at Raisha’s Quinn’s, 2892
Sunridge Rd. Dress casually. And speaking of our director Raisha:
Bubbling! Why? Bubbling is a technique used
by directors and choruses
all around the world! It
encourages singers to
take more air in and to
use the air throughout
each phrase. As you are
warming up and singing each day, I encourage you to bubble your parts in place
of the words. You will quickly find out just
how inefficient your airflow has been!
When using this technique, be sure to
place your fingers near the corners of your
mouth so as to release the tension in your
jaw/teeth. Do this everyday and you will
train your breath to be more supportive.
This will yield non-flat singing and you will
be able to sing longer phrases! Give it a
try! You will become a
better musician for it! If
you want to challenge
yourself further, reset
every time you take a
new breath.
Between his duties as
chorus manager, bulletin
editor and treasurer, Olyn Carlson is one
busy man.
Chapter Development VP Paul Didier
reported that the money
is coming in for rooms
in Layton, Utah. To
participate in the chorus
contest, we would like
to have thirty men on
the stage to compete
well.
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Loren Ragan: Loren found us on the
web site and enjoyed our group so much
that he joined us last month. He is a wonderful addition to the Bass section. Loren
was in an accident last week. While riding
his bicycle and towing his children in a
child trailer, they were struck by a pickup
truck. Loren received some light injuries
and his children did not get hurt. The bike
and trailer, however, were totaled. We
wish him a speedy recovery.
Vern Dockter: Vern
is a tenor and current
president of the Montrose
chapter. He would like to
have a dual membership
with BCC, with the prospect of rehearsing and
singing with us at Layton.
Several members know
him and speak highly of him. Welcome to
both men.

Treasurer -There’s money up under
that hat!
Chorus manager – There are lots of
styles to choose from!
Bulletin article author – Be creative
with this decorative model!
Lead singer – Everybody should try
this one on!
Interested in trying on one of these
or many others? Then you should see
Paul Didier, Al Severson or Olyn
Carlson. Olyn’s neck could use some
relief from all those hats; they’re getting heavy! (So could some of the
other officers). Election of officers is
coming up soon!

Dennis Keifer is currently Program VP
and is willing to fill the position of Youth in
Harmony VP after Lloyd Unfred stepped
down from that position. He said he would
only do that if someone would be willing to
fill his spot as PVP. If anyone is interested,
talk to Dennis in regards to the duties of
Program VP. Then tell either Paul Didier,
Al Severson, or Bob Labig who are this
year’s nominating committee. The nominating committee is looking for anyone
who would like to serve on the Board of
Directors for our chapter. Please see them
about nominating someone or throwing
your hat into the ring.

Director Raisha Quinn: Another Silverton under our belts
and a great performance at that! We now focus our attention
to contest in Layton! Our BOD has developed a great way for
ALL of us to attend at minimal cost. When we work together
as a team, all of us can participate! Our number one priority
needs to be to perform very well! Let's be off music by the
end of July so we can REALLY focus on entertaining with
both songs.

Bookcliff chorus sings for JUCO
JUNIOR COLLEGE WORLD SERIES

RMD
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•
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On Saturday, October 16th, the
local Sweet Adelines performed at
the Avalon, with the spotlight on
local youth with musical talent.
Raisha Quinn: On Dec. 19th,
Bookcliff chorus will hold a Christmas Concert at NECC! This is a
chance to show our appreciation to
the NECC community for the use
of their facility. It will be an hour
of great music including barbershop plus other styles of music. It
will be a black tie affair for us.
Bring the entire family to celebrate
Christmas.

•

Another set of successful guest
nights with five new members
(including Wes Robbins and Camren Thomas) with another two in
the wings!

•

Chapter Development VP Paul
Didier - We have 48 chapter members with 38 active and 8 inactive;
and our directors Raisha Quinn
and Allyson Connally.

•

President Roger McClelland did
an interview on News 11 about
Layton and our Guest nights. News
11 will have a news crew out to
film our last guest night.

•

Monument Presbyterian Church is
donating four sets of risers to the
chorus and will deliver them.

•

Former member living in Denver
has passed away.

Rest in Peace
Robert A. Morton, 86
March 26, 1924
September 11, 2010

•

Feb. 25-26 Coaching session with
John Coffin & Rod Sgrignoli

•

Chapter needs a new webmaster
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Editor Steve
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We Get E-mail

We need to make a correction on the photo of Unexpected Pleasure in the last issue.
The picture you have in the newsletter is of John Hembrey as baritone. John did not
do singing valentines this year (photo was 2009). Also, John Hembrey was Ray
Morrisey's (tenor in SOR) father-in-law.
The other picture features new baritone Bob Adamson; Bob is shorter and rounder!
Bob is also going to do our revamped website. He replaces Howard Lukenbill who
passed away a few years ago and took the old website with him.
Second quartet picture is guest quartet Major Chord from Colorado Springs, Peak
Experience chorus. More story on our show coming very soon. Thanks for the press in
the last issue.
Roger Brey Betty.roger@comcast.net

Pueblo quartet featured in last issue was

Unexpected Pleasure
L to R: Richard Rhoades, tenor, Roger Bray, lead,
Gene Schmidt, bass, John Hembrey, bari
John Hembrey passed away earlier this year and
was replaced by Bob Adamson.
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Lads of Enchantment Annual Barbershop Show
We are a small chapter in which many of our members are
retirees from or employees of the Los Alamos National Laboratory. Our chorus, the Lads of Enchantment, was named after
the 1957 Barbershop Harmony Society’s International Quartet
Champion that was based in Albuquerque (of which three members were employees at Sandia Laboratory). A number of our
founding members had sung in other chapters and were aware
of the group. When they formed the Los Alamos Area Chapter, they asked permission from the group to name the chapter
in their honor. Obviously, we were very pleased that they
granted us permission.
Our main goal over the years is to sing for enjoyment. We have
an annual barbershop Show, we do Singing Valentines, and we
sing at local not-for-profit events. Although we have put on
some quite good shows and bring in outstanding guest performers, we do not compete.

www.ladsofenchantment.com

The Los Alamos Area Chapter was founded in 1991, and
the first annual Lads of Enchantment barbershop show was
held in 1993. Prior to 1991, several individuals from Los Alamos
were traveling to Santa Fe to sing with that chapter. Since most
of the singers also worked at the National Laboratory, they felt it
was more convenient and time-efficient to have a chapter in Los
Alamos.
Eleven of the charter members are still
members of the chapter today. Our director
Stan Bennett <sbennett@lanl.gov>, is the
only director that we have ever had. Stan
has a wonderful unflappable demeanor and is
always up-beat. A little more information is
available on our web site. John Baille
<jabaillez@yahoo.com> is our chapter President.
Charter members who remain include Assistant Director Maurice Sheppard, Section Leader Stan Brown, Section Leader
Doug Lier, and other members: Don Brown, Joe Fritz, Terry
Langham, Ivar Lindstrom, Murlin Nutter, Chuck Tallman, and
Bill Wilson. Two of them, Ivar Lindstrom and Bill Wilson, are
not actively participating at this time.

The article (below) will be submitted to our
local paper, "The Los Alamos Monitor."

ing choir at the North Central District Choir Festival. The choir
received all superior scores at both competitions. This will be
the first time that Bel Canto will perform in the LOE show.

“Lest We Forget” to be held Oct. 29-30 in Los Alamos
The Lads of Enchantment (LOE) will hold its annual barbershop show at 7:30 pm on Friday, Oct. 29th, and Saturday, Oct.
30th, at the United Church of Los Alamos. This year’s show is
titled, “LEST WE FORGET, the Greatest Generation and
the Birth of Los Alamos.” The show will feature the Lads Of
Enchantment, Los Alamo High’s Bel Canto female ensemble,
and McPhly, the BHS’s 2008 RMD Quartet Champion and Int’l
semi-finalist in 2009 and 2010.
“LEST WE FORGET” will honor the sacrifices of the
“greatest generation,” who, with US allies, saved the world from
totalitarianism during World War II. The LOE, the Four Praise
chapter quartet, or Bel Canto will reprise some of the great
songs and inspirational music from the World War II era, including We’ll Meet Again, White Cliffs Of Dover, Don’t Fence Me
In, Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy, and God Bless America. One of
the numbers “The Wild West Is Where I Want To Be,” was written by former LANL employee Tom Lehrer and takes a satirical view of arriving in war-time Los Alamos.
Bel Canto is Los Alamos High School’s elite female ensemble directed by Paula Nichols. Members are all either outstanding seniors or juniors. Last year's Bel Canto was the runner-up at the State Choir competition and was the highest scor-

The LOE’s special guest quartet, McPhly, will be returning
to Los Alamos for an encore performance. The quartet was so
warmly received at last year’s show that they were invited back
to sing their new music. McPhly has a clean smooth sound and
develops great rapport with the audience. Lead Curtis Terry
and baritone Ryan Wilson are veteran international performers
who sang lead in their previous quartets. Terry was the lead
singer for Ignition that placed as high as 12th in the world,
whereas Wilson was the lead singer for NeXus, a two-time International semi-finalist in 2007 and 2008. On occasion, Curtis and
Ryan may switch parts with equal effectiveness.
McPhly’s younger members are Travis Tabares (bass) and
Brian Fox (tenor). Tabares has a smooth, solo quality bass
voice that is strong and low. He sang bass for Revolution quartet, a quarter-finalist in international competition and the third
place finisher at the collegiate level in 2008. Tenor Brian Fox
hits the high notes with ease and a smile. Brian sang tenor with
Revolution in 2006 and was the tenor for TAGTEAM quartet,
which placed in the top ten collegiate quartet competition in
2008. McPhly loves to sing and perform for their audience.
This year’s show will be held at the United Church of Los
Alamos, 2525 Canyon Road. An afterglow, “the show after the
show” with a snack and more singing, will be held at Graves
Hall after the Friday performance for a modest fee of $5. Advance tickets ($10 for adults; $5 for students) can be purchased
at Brownell’s Hallmark Shop or from LOE Chorus members.
You may also call 672-9371 for further information.

From the Storm Front FACEBOOK page — thanks for sharing!

Darin & Jenny, Syd & Shawna, Jim
& Rhonda, and Jeff in Anacortes

The Drowns at their best — Gary
MC’ing and Darin striking a pose!

Storm Front with host John Parker at
Anacortes, WA show July 24th

Storm Front with “queen” Michelle
Hungett of 2010 SA champion ZING

Gary & Darin Drown

Hey, where can we buy one of these?

Classic “Schtick” from the CC!
“Doc” Clark with hair?

Chordial Celebration in performance

Dan & Jim Clark

Nebraska Pride (North Platte) SA show with the Chordial Celebration & Storm Front Oct. 24th

